
 
 

WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE 
July 1, 2020 

 
Committee Members Present: P. Stockin, D. Fanton, P. Curran (remotely), D. Decker, S. Havey, D. 

Healy, J. Hopkins, D. Root (remotely), C. Crandall  
 
Others Present: G. Barnes, B. Budinger, W. Dibble, K. Graves, B. Harris (remotely), C. Higby, C. Knapp, 

B. Riehle, J. Ricci, T. Ross, M. Washer (remotely) 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 2:02 p.m. by Ways & Means Committee Chairman 

Philip Stockin. 
 
Allegany Trails Connection Project Outside Counsel  
 

County Administrator Carissa Knapp requested a resolution authorizing the Acting County 
Attorney to employ outside counsel. The scope of representation will cover evaluating the potential use 
of utility easements, municipal land, and abandoned railroad property as well as route planning to 
construct a trail that connects the Genesee Valley Greenway Trail to the WAG Trail. Employment of 
outside counsel is in furtherance of the recent grant award from the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Legacy Fund for 
the Allegany Trail Connection Project. Administrator Knapp stated the bulk of this will be legal work and 
due to the amount of time and work that needs to be put in, it is easier to employ outside counsel with 
grant funds. Administrator Knapp continued the $39,550 is the high end of the estimated costs, and she 
is hopeful it will be less. Legislator Healy asked if this requires a certain degree of expertise and 
experience. Administrator Knapp stated, yes, there are currently four County Attorney positions, but only 
two are filled, and their time is needed for the bulk of their own work. Administrator Knapp continued the 
contingency Budget plan includes not filling those two additional positions which amounts to a $175,000 
savings for the year. Legislator Healy stated it sounds cost efficient, and he intends to support it. 
Legislator Hopkins asked what portion of the trail this is for. Committee Chairman Stockin stated it starts 
in Belfast and goes down to the WAG Trail in Wellsville. Legislator Decker asked if there will be guidelines 
in place so other trails in other counties eventually can all be tied in and all have the same and continuous 
guidelines from county to county. Administrator Knapp stated the intent is to hook other trails together, 
but she is unsure if there are consistent guidelines among them. This request was approved on a motion 
made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator Healy, and carried. Prepare Resolution  
 

Western NY Wilds Brand Initiative Outside Counsel  
 

Administrator Carissa Knapp requested a resolution authorizing the Acting County Attorney to 
employ outside counsel in relation to trademark matters to secure and protect the Western NY Wilds 
branding initiative. Administrator Knapp stated the $9,000 fiscal impact will be coming out of the Planning 
Department Budget, adding this is necessary to secure the trademark. This request was approved on a 
motion made by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Healy, and carried. Prepare Resolution   

 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 
2:09 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Decker, seconded by Legislator Havey, and carried.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Meghan Washer, Confidential Secretary  
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


