
 
WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE 

July 15, 2020 
 

Committee Members Present: P. Stockin, D. Fanton, S. Havey, D. Healy, J. Hopkins, C. Crandall 
(Absent:  P. Curran, D. Decker, D. Root) 

 
Others Present: G. Barnes, J. Burdick, S. Decker, W. Dibble, K. Graves, B. Harris, C. Higby, C. Knapp, 

J. Ricci, B. Riehle, T. Ross 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:54 p.m. by Ways & Means Committee Chairman 

Philip Stockin. 
 
AARP Network of Age-Friendly Communities 
 
 County Administrator Knapp requested a resolution allowing the County to join the AARP Network 
of Age-Friendly Communities.  She stated that Ardent Solutions has suggested that the County become 
a member of the AARP Network of Age-Friendly Communities.  The only requirement is for us to put 
together a plan.  There aren’t any costs involved, and it would open the door for possible grants.  
Legislator Fanton inquired about the World Health Organization’s (WHO) part in this.  Ms. Knapp stated 
that the sample resolution was put together before President Trump withdrew us from WHO.  She’s not 
sure how we partner with them, but that can be worked out before we draft a resolution.  Chairman 
Crandall stated that in the discussion he and Ms. Knapp had with Ardent Solutions Executive Director 
Carrie Whitwood, he and Ms. Knapp asked about the County’s obligations.  Chairman Crandall stated 
that if we decide to move forward with this, it will be pre-filed for the July 27 Board meeting.  If we have 
any questions we can have Ardent answer those before we vote on the resolution.  From what we’ve 
asked about it already, it seems to be all positive for the County.  Legislator Barnes remarked that he 
would like to know more about the relationship with AARP.  He’s refused to join AARP as it doesn’t match 
with his own political views.  The request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Healy, seconded 
by Legislator Havey, and carried.  Prepare Resolution  Chairman Crandall asked for approval from the 
Ways & Means Committee to send a letter to the New York State Director of AARP stating Allegany 
County’s intentions.  The request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Havey, seconded by 
Legislator Fanton, and carried.        
 
NYS Health Foundation COVID-19 Response Grant 
 
 County Administrator Knapp stated that Public Health Director Lori Ballengee is requesting 
permission to apply for a NYS Health Foundation COVID-19 Response Grant.  Ms. Knapp stated that 
funding from the grant will be used to purchase emergency kits to distribute to County residents.  Human 
Services Committee Chair Judith Hopkins stated that normally this request would have gone through the 
Human Services Committee but due to time constraints, committee members agreed that this is the best 
way to proceed.  Legislator Graves asked what amount of funding is expected.  County Treasurer Terri 
Ross stated that the grant is for $7,600.  The request was approved on a motion made by Legislator 
Hopkins, seconded by Legislator Healy, and carried.  Prepare Resolution    
 
Old Business 
 
 County Treasurer Ross brought the committee up to date on where the County stands with its 
bond refinancing.  She is scheduled to have a meeting with potential rating agencies and attorneys next 
week.  She hopes the refinancing will go out around August 11 and expects to be able to get a good rate.  
Legislator Harris asked if our Fund Balance, as a percentage of our total budget, is a good indicator of 
our fiscal health to those who establish bond ratings.  Ms. Ross stated that it is certainly a factor.  She’s 
had to send them a great deal of data including information on tax collections, employers in the County, 
sales tax, cyber security, previous bond ratings, fund balance, etc.  All of these things are taken into 
consideration.  They will also be asking questions regarding the economy in Allegany County.  The 
opening of Quicklees will be a positive thing for us.  Chairman Crandall remarked on the upgraded ratings 
we received from both Standard and Poor’s and Moody’s that show we’re in a good position.        
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Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 
2:09 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Havey, and carried.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Sarah M. Decker, Journal Clerk 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


