
 
 

WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE 
May 26, 2020 

 
Committee Members Present: P. Stockin (remotely), D. Fanton (remotely), P. Curran (remotely), D. 

Decker (remotely), S. Havey (remotely), D. Healy, J. Hopkins (remotely), D. Root (remotely), C. 
Crandall  

 
Others Present: G. Barnes (remotely), B. Budinger, W. Dibble (remotely), K. Graves (remotely), B.  

Harris (remotely), K. Hooker, C. Knapp, B. Riehle, J. Ricci, T. Ross, M. Washer 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:04 p.m. by Chairman Curtis Crandall. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag: The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Legislator Debra Root. 
 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 crisis, the Ways & Means Committee meeting was held via 
teleconference and livestream through Facebook. Department Heads were asked to refrain from 
attending.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
 A motion was made by Legislator Stockin, seconded by Legislator Fanton, and carried to approve 
the minutes of the May 11, 2020, Ways and Means Committee meeting.  
 
Approval of Audit 
 

Committee members reviewed the May 26, 2020, audit of claims in the amount of $3,571,156.24 
(including prepaid bills). A motion was made by Legislator Curran, seconded by Legislator Root, and 
carried to forward the audit to the full Board for approval of payment. 

 
Allegany County Re-Opening 
 

Legislator Decker stated he would like support in proposing a resolution to come off the floor at 
the May 26 Board meeting that will open Allegany County 100 percent effective immediately allowing the 
businesses to handle the details themselves. Legislator Decker continued the Governor has no right to 
enforce an executive order denying constitutional liberties to U.S. Citizens, adding he also has no right 
to determine what businesses are essential and non-essential. Legislator Decker went on to say this is a 
government by the people, and we should refuse the executive order as Governor Cuomo is in violation 
of three amendments to the National Constitution as well as the NYS Constitution. Legislator Decker 
stated we did what the Governor asked and flattened the curve, and it is now time to get back to work. 
Legislator Stockin stated he would like to have a discussion in attorney/client session as he is not 
comfortable supporting this without more discussion. Chairman Crandall stated he doesn’t believe there 
is anyone on the Board that disagrees, adding we would all like to see our businesses re-open. Chairman 
Crandall reminded the Board that as they became legislators, they took an oath to uphold the laws of the 
State of New York as well as the Constitution, and at this time these are the laws that need to be followed. 
Chairman Crandall went on to say that as a Board, they need to comply with what has come out of 
Albany. Chairman Crandall cautioned the Board not to make moves that go outside what we should be 
doing during this pandemic. Legislator Barnes supported Legislator Decker stating he thinks they need 
to explore this as these are executive orders not laws. Legislator Ricci also agreed with Legislator Decker. 
Legislator Healy offered his support to Legislator Decker as well and advised that they discuss the issue 
with the County Attorney to find out what our ramifications would be and how this could affect our funding 
as well as other sources of revenue. Legislator Graves supported the comments being made and agreed 
they should have more discussion. Legislator Graves stated that the Governor declaring a state of 
emergency is intended for our health, safety, and welfare during this terrible pandemic; however, we are 
Allegany County, and our numbers don’t come close to what other jurisdictions are seeing. Legislator 
Graves continued that he does think we’ve been stepped on, and there should be some discussion to 
find a way to bring us back to some semblance of normal and get our businesses up and running again. 



Ways & Means Committee minutes 
May 26, 2020 

Page 2 of 2 
 

Legislator Dibble stated he agrees and suggested a strong letter be sent to Lieutenant Kathy Hochul who 
is in charge of the WNY Region re-opening. Legislator Fanton agreed that it’s frustrating and suggested 
they discuss their real options without getting in trouble.  
 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 
1:20 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Decker, seconded by Legislator Hopkins, and carried.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Meghan Washer 
Confidential Secretary  
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


