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WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE AGENDA 

May 11, 2020 
 

 
1. Approval of Minutes 

- April 27, 2020 
 

2. Approval of Audit 
 

3. Clerk of the Board, Brenda Rigby Riehle 
- Acceptance of Insurance Check 

 
4. County Administrator, Carissa Knapp 

- Resolution Calling on the Congressional Delegation to Provide Counties with Direct Federal  
      Aid to Support Counties COVID-19 Response and Reopening Economic Activity Efforts  
 
- Resolution Opposing State Legislative Proposals that Undermine the Careful Balance that  
      Exists in State Law Related to the Tax Foreclosure Process in NYS 
 
- Resolution Urging Governor Andrew Cuomo to Continue to Support the Repeal or 
      Modification of Federal Cap on the Deductibility of State and Local Taxes 
 

5. Referrals from Committees 
 

6. Old Business 
 

7. New Business 
 

8. Good of the Order  
 

9. Adjournment 
 
 

 
 



MEMORANDUM OF EXPLANATION 
 
  

Intro. No. _______ 
(Clerk’s Use Only) 

 
COMMITTEE:  Ways and Means           DATE:  May 11, 2020 
 
 
 
 
RE: Appropriation of Insurance Recovery 
 
 
Clerk of the Board Brenda Rigby Riehle requests a resolution accepting a check in the 
amount of $245 from the New York Municipal Insurance Reciprocal (NYMIR) representing 
the cost to replace a windshield on our 2016 Dodge Caravan (VIN 
#2C4RDGBG6GR161824) assigned to the Office for the Aging that was broken on or 
around April 3, 2020. 
 
 
 
 
The funds should be appropriated to CS1931.429 (Risk Retention – Uninsured Property 
Loss) with a like sum placed in revenue account CS1930.2680.00 (Insurance Recovery). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  None – Full Glass Coverage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information regarding this matter, contact: 
 
Brenda Rigby Riehle, Clerk of the Board     268-9220 
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RESOLUTION CALLING ON THE CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION TO PROVIDE 

COUNTIES WITH DIRECT FEDERAL AID TO SUPPORT COUNTIES COVID-19 
RESPONSE AND REOPENING ECONOMIC ACTIVITY EFFORTS 

 
Offered by: Ways & Means Committee 

 
 WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted every aspect of our society, 
government and the economy, unlike any other event in the past 50 years; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the New York State Association of Counties (NYSAC) has released an 
economic impact report detailing revenue loss projections for counties across the state; and 
 
 WHEREAS, New York State will be disproportionately hard hit compared to other 
parts of the country; and 
 
 WHEREAS, under a mild recession, counties outside of New York City can expect to 
lose $1.52 billion in local revenue and state aid; and 
 
 WHEREAS, under a more severe recession, counties outside of New York City can 
expect to lose $3.55 billion in local revenue and state aid; and 
 
 WHEREAS, counties face an unprecedented quadruple threat of 
 

- Declining local revenues, especially sales tax, but also hotel occupancy taxes, 
mortgage recording taxes, gaming revenues, among other revenues;  

- Higher spending necessary to respond to the health emergency;  
- The loss of state reimbursement;  
- The potential of significant losses for small businesses on our mail streets that 

could threaten jobs and the property tax base over the short to mid-term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, without further federal assistance, the fiscal outlook for counties could 
become catastrophic; and 
 
 WHEREAS, counties are the primary governmental unit responsible for delivering 
services to New Yorkers during this pandemic. Some of these services include: 
 

- Maintaining public facilities including hospitals, clinics, nursing homes;  
- Administering and providing for Medicaid on behalf of the state;  
- Disease surveillance, monitoring, testing, and providing education to the public on 

how to practice social distancing and proper hygiene;  
- Providing and coordinating the acquisition of PPE and other equipment;  
- Providing mortuary services;  
- Providing mental health educational resources to the public;  
- Ensuring access to counseling and substance abuse services;  
- Staffing and managing emergency operations center that organize disaster 

response;  
- Maintaining and staffing 9-1-1 systems that respond to urgent calls for help;  
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- Providing families in need with services like child care, cash assistance, 

emergency housing, responding to domestic violence situations, child and adult 
protective services, SNAP, LIHEAD, and foster care;  

- Assisting small businesses with bridge loans and working capital;  
- Employment training for those who are unemployed;  
- Ensuring vulnerable seniors continue to receive essential services;  
- Coordinating meals on wheels, medical supplies and prescriptions. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 1.  The Allegany County Board of Legislators calls upon the Congressional 
Delegation to provide all counties direct unrestricted federal aid. 
 
  2.  That this aid should be distributed based on county population. 
 
  3.  Federal stimulus legislation must also grant counties who received funding 
under the Coronavirus Relief Fund as part of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security Act (CARES Act) the ability to use these funds to supplant projected revenue loss. 
 
  4.  The Clerk of this Board shall forward copies of this resolution to Governor 
Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, the New York State Congressional 
Delegation and all others deemed necessary and proper. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I,  Brenda Rigby Riehle,  Clerk of the Board of Legislators of the County of Allegany,  State of New York,  do hereby certify that 

the foregoing constitutes a correct copy of the original on file in my office and the whole thereof of a resolution passed by said 
 

Board on the ________ day of ________________________ 20______. 

____________________________________________ Dated at Belmont, New York, this _____ day of ____________ 20_____ 
        Clerk, Board of Legislators, Allegany County 

Moved by _____________________ Seconded by _____________________  VOTE: Ayes_____Noes_____Absent_____Voice_____ 



Intro. No. 125-20       RESOLUTION NO.                  Page 1 of 2 pages 

                      
RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO STATE LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS THAT 

UNDERMINE THE CAREFUL BALANCE THAT EXISTS IN STATE LAW RELATED TO 

THE TAX FORECLOSURE PROCESS IN NEW YORK STATE 

Offered by: Ways & Means Committee 
 

WHEREAS, the current real property tax law process to ensure tax compliance and 

limit tax foreclosure has been on the books for decades; and 

WHEREAS, the real property tax foreclosure process is designed to strike a balance 

for a strong enforcement mechanism to ensure critical property tax revenues are protected in 

order to provide vital state mandated and local services in our communities, while providing 

property owners important alternatives and additional time to make payments to avoid 

foreclosure; and 

WHEREAS, a recent state legislative initiative proposed to eliminate certain tax 

enforcement fees and penalties, allow for varying interest rates in tax delinquencies, and 

eliminate the current law “reverse chronological order” of satisfying tax liens; and  

WHEREAS, reducing these fees, penalty and interest tax enforcement measures will 

likely reduce the effectiveness and balance of the current system, and sow confusion among 

taxpayers across the state; and  

WHEREAS, eliminating the current law “reverse chronological order” provisions will 

allow property owners to potentially abuse the system and remain perpetually in arrears on 

multiple years of their property taxes, significantly damaging tax compliance; and  

WHEREAS, reduced tax compliance will jeopardize the delivery of critical state and 

local services in the community, and will unfairly shift the burden of these unpaid property 

taxes to other property owners; and 

WHEREAS, county government is the primary governmental unit, along with some 

cities and other municipalities, charged by the State with ensuring real property tax law 

compliance and enforcement at the local level; and  

WHEREAS, under this charge, counties are required to fully reimburse all school 

districts and most towns and villages for any property taxes they cannot collect in the first 

instance, which often requires counties to borrow tens of millions of dollars annually while tax 

recoupment is commenced, all with the primary goal of ensuring fairness for taxpayers and 

avoiding tax foreclosure; and  

WHEREAS, the real property law provides an extensive notification process for 

property owners that fall into arrears to help them understand what is happening and their 

options; and 

WHEREAS, the real property tax law also allows installment payment plans for up to 

36 months for tax delinquency to ease the burden, and provides special allowances for farm  
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property and military personnel – combined, these items can prevent tax foreclosure or 
extend the timeline for several years; and 
 

 WHEREAS, while many counties use these statutory allowances to ease the tax 

foreclosure process and burden, they also provide additional help including:  

- Allowing partial payments for the initial property taxes due to ease the payment burden; 
- Encouraging property owners to seek legal advice and other options so they can retain 

their property; 
- Engaging family members, especially for senior citizens, to allow for these relatives to 

receive duplicate copies of property tax bills, delinquency notices and other real 
property items;   

- Guiding property owners to local and state programs that may offer them assistance 
to clear up their delinquent taxes;  

- Allowing property owners to repurchase their property in cases of tax foreclosure, 
under specified timelines and parameters, among other help, now, therefore, be it 
 

 RESOLVED: 

1. That the Allegany County Board of Legislators opposes state legislation that can 

undermine the careful balance that exists in state law related to the tax foreclosure process 

in New York State; and  

 

2. That Allegany County is especially concerned aout the unintended 

consequences this broadly drafted legislation will cause by eliminating the current law reverse 

chronological order for paying tax liens, which would allow taxpayers to delay paying their 

property taxes for years, shifting the burden to their neighbors, and jeopardizing the delivery 

of state and local services; and  

 

3. That the Clerk of the Board shall furnish a copy of the resolution to Governor 

Andrew Cuomo, Majority and Minority Leaders in the New York State Senate, Speaker and 

Minority Leader in the New York State Assembly, Senator George Borrello, Assemblyman 

Joseph M. Giglio, the New York State Association of Counties, and the Inter-County 

Association of WNY. 

 
 
 

I,  Brenda Rigby Riehle,  Clerk of the Board of Legislators of the County of Allegany,  State of New York,  do hereby certify that 

the foregoing constitutes a correct copy of the original on file in my office and the whole thereof of a resolution passed by said 
 

Board on the ________ day of ________________________ 20______. 

____________________________________________ Dated at Belmont, New York, this _____ day of ____________ 20_____ 
        Clerk, Board of Legislators, Allegany County 

Moved by _____________________ Seconded by _____________________  VOTE: Ayes_____Noes_____Absent_____Voice_____ 
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RESOLUTION URGING GOVERNOR ANDREW M. CUOMO AND THE STATE 

LEGISLATURE TO CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE REPEAL OR MODIFICATION OF 

FEDERAL CAP ON THE DEDUCTIBILITY OF STATE AND LOCAL TAXES AND 

ENGAGE THE NEW YORK STATE CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION TO SUPPORT 

THESE EFFORTS IN 2020 

Offered by: Ways & Means Committee 
 

WHEREAS, in 2017 Congress enacted comprehensive federal tax reforms that 

capped the deductibility of state and local taxes (SALT) at $10,000, among other items; and 

WHEREAS, capping SALT deductibility impacted New York taxpayers (especially 

homeowners) much more than taxpayers in other states because of our higher home prices 

and tax rates; and   

WHEREAS, many in Congress targeted New York and other similarly situated states 

as being unfairly subsidized by taxpayers in other states because of the full deductibility of 

SALT; and 

WHEREAS, this viewpoint failed to recognize that New York State has been a 

consistent “donor” state to the federal government because of our long history of being home 

to many high wealth individuals and higher than average income earners; and  

WHEREAS, this results in New York contributing tens of billions of dollars more each 

year to the federal government than we receive back in payments or grants and this has been 

occurring for decades; and  

WHEREAS, the consistent “donor” status is the result of a plethora of federal funding 

formulas where income is often used as a basis for distributing those dollars; and 

WHEREAS, since the state receives fewer federal grants and payments than other 

states, New York must raise more local taxes to fulfill federal mandates and regulations for K-

12 education, health and social services, environmental and labor protections, as well as 

provide local quality of life services including fire and police protection, higher education, and 

emergency preparedness and response, among others; and  

WHEREAS, the deductibility of SALT was 1 of 6 original federal tax deductions 

established when the federal income tax was created in 1913; and  

WHEREAS, the SALT deduction was implemented to prevent double taxation and to 

encourage states and local government to invest in their communities, infrastructure and 

people – often because the federal government recognized they could not make these 

investments; and  

WHEREAS, the House of Representatives recently passed the “Restoring Tax 

Fairness for State and Localities Act” which will raise the cap on the deductibility of SALT from 

$10,000 to $20,000 for one year and then suspend the cap for the following two years; and  
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WHEREAS, enactment of this legislation, or similar legislation, can correct the 

inequities created by the SALT deductibility cap, now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED: 

1. That the Allegany County Board of Legislators urges the Governor and State 

Legislature to work closely with the New York state congressional delegation in the coming 

year to help garner additional support for these changes in Congress; and 

 

2. That the Clerk of this Board is directed to send a certified copy of this resolution 

to Governor Andrew Cuomo, members of the New York State Legislature, Senator George 

Borrello, Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, Senator Charles Schumer,  Assemblyman Joseph M. 

Giglio, United States Representative Tom Reed, the New York State Association of Counties, 

and the Inter-County Association of WNY. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I,  Brenda Rigby Riehle,  Clerk of the Board of Legislators of the County of Allegany,  State of New York,  do hereby certify that 

the foregoing constitutes a correct copy of the original on file in my office and the whole thereof of a resolution passed by said 
 

Board on the ________ day of ________________________ 20______. 

____________________________________________ Dated at Belmont, New York, this _____ day of ____________ 20_____ 
        Clerk, Board of Legislators, Allegany County 

Moved by _____________________ Seconded by _____________________  VOTE: Ayes_____Noes_____Absent_____Voice_____ 



   

Board of Legislators 
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        Ways & Means Committee 

                                           May 11, 2020  
                       Referrals from Other Committees 

 
Public Works Committee  

 
1. Public Works Superintendent Justin Henry is requesting a resolution approving an agreement 

with the NYS Department of Transportation for the replacement of Bridge BIN 2215290, North 
Main Street, Town of Andover. The resolution will fund 20 percent of the non-federal share of 
the cost of design work. The local share is broken down into 85 percent County and 15 percent 
town. The County share will be appropriated from County Road Fund Balance, and funding 
should be budgeted/appropriated as follows: 

 
*new accounts 
Total Appropriation:  
H5971.200*  Andover, North Main Street Bridge   $394,000 

 
Funding from: 
H5971.4097.00* Federal Aid – 80%    $315,200 
H5971.2300.00* Town Share - (15% of 20% balance)  $  11,820 
H5971.5031.00* County Share - (85% of 20% balance) $  66,980 

 
Appropriation Transfer (County share): 
From: D15.599 County Road Appropriate Fund Balance $  66,980 
To: H5971.5031.00*  County Share - Andover, North Main Street $  66,980 

 



M E M O R A N D U M  O F  E X P L A N A T I O N  
 

 
         INTRODUCTION NO:___________ 

        (CLERK’S USE ONLY) 
 
 
COMMITTEE:  PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE      DATE:  May 6, 2020 
 
 
RE: NYS Agreement for PIN 6755.47, D040149 
 Bridge Replacement (BIN 2215290) 
 North Main Street, Town of Andover 
 
Public Work requests a Resolution to create a new capital project H 5971 Andover North Main 
Bridge and to approve an agreement with NYS Department of Transportation for the replacement of 
Bridge BIN 2215290, North Main Street, Town of Andover. 
 
Resolution will fund 20% of the non-federal share of the cost of Design Work.   
 
The local share is broken down into 85% County, 15% Town.  The county share will be appropriated 
from County Road Fund Balance.   
 
Funding should be budgeted/appropriated as follows: *new accounts 
 
Total Appropriation to:  
H 5971.200*    Andover, North Main Street Bridge   $394,000 
 
Funding From: 
H 5971.4097.00*   Federal Aid – 80%     $315,200 
H 5971.2300.00*   Town Share -  (15% of 20% balance)  $  11,820 
H 5971.5031.00*   County Share  - (85% of 20% balance)  $  66,980 
 
Appropriation Transfer (county share) 
From: D 15.599  County Road Appropriate Fund Balance   $  66,980 
To: H 5971.5031.00*  County Share - Andover, North Main Street  $  66,980 
   
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   $66,980.00 
 
For further information regarding this matter, contact: 
 
Justin D. Henry       (585) 268-9235 
Superintendent 
 
 




