
 
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

September 16, 2020 
 

Committee Members Present: D. Decker, K. Graves, D. Fanton, B. Harris, C. Crandall (Absent: 
G. Barnes, W. Dibble) 

 

Others Present: J. Burdick, K. Dirlam, K. Francisco, S. Havey, M. Healy, J. Hopkins, C. Knapp, 
B. Perkins, J. Ricci, B. Riehle, T. Ross, D. Root, P. Stockin, S. Torrey, M. Washer 

 
Call to Order: Resource Management Committee Chairman David Decker called the meeting to 

order at 1:02 p.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

A motion was made by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Harris, and carried to 
approve the minutes of the August 19, 2020, Resource Management Committee meeting. 

Allegany County Federation of Snowmobilers Association of Funding Application 
 

County Administrator Carissa Knapp requested a resolution authorizing the Allegany 
County Federation of Snowmobilers Association, Inc. to submit a funding application on behalf of 
Allegany County to the New York State Office of Parks Recreation and Historic Preservation in 
the amount $113,000 to provide for the continued development and maintenance of the 369 miles 
of snowmobile trails in Allegany County. Requesting authorization for the Chairman of the Board 
and the County Administrator to sign grant documents as needed to administer the grant. This is 
a renewal application is for the 2020-2021 Snowmobile Trails and Maintenance Grant. The grant 
funding cycle is April 1, 2020, through March 31, 2021. The funds originate with New York State 
paid snowmobile registrations and are returned to the volunteers, through the County, to purchase 
and maintain grooming related equipment. Monies also provide revenue to make necessary 
improvements to the trail system through drainage projects, bridges on trails, trail signage, and 
safety related initiatives. Funds returned through the County are based on funded mileage and 
the rate paid per mile. This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Graves, 
seconded by Legislator Fanton, and carried. Prepare Resolution  

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION 
 

Soil and Water Conservation Executive Director Scott Torrey attended the meeting and 
submitted his monthly report to the committee for review. Legislator Harris asked for an overview 
of how COVID-19 affected their office in regards to projects not being done and money not being 
expended. Mr. Torrey stated their work transitioned from in office to at home, noting the agriculture 
community was still ongoing. Mr. Torrey indicated that some projects have been pushed to next 
year, one in particular due to milk prices being destroyed because of COVID-19. Mr. Torrey stated 
they have another round of grant projects they are still waiting on the state to provide money for. 
There are contracts in place for the projects, but because they have not received funds from the 
state, they are holding off. Legislator Harris asked if Soil & Water has a fund balance to front the 
money for these projects so farmers don’t have to. Mr. Torrey stated they do a fund balance but 
when you’re talking about a $500,000 project, they don’t have that kind of balance. The committee 
briefly discussed the process for these projects being funded and reimbursed.  

 
Chairman Crandall asked where they stand with the Genesee River stream bank project 

in Belfast. Mr. Torrey stated it is a $625,000 project, and they have done some design work on it. 
FEMA is covering 75 percent of the project, and Soil & Water needs the other 25 percent in local 
share. Mr. Torrey indicated they can come up with the 25 percent match using funds already in 
the bank. Mr. Torrey noted that the DEC has approved their permit, and the Army Corps of 
Engineers should be anytime now.  
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Timbering 
 

Legislator Harris asked what the anticipated funds will be for any 2021 logging. Mr. Torrey 
stated they have completed marking on the Bennett lot and estimate $100,000. Mr. Torrey stated 
he has marked the lot in case the County decides they need the money, but cautioned the Board 
doing that right now as timber prices are low. Legislator Healy asked if it is primarily red oak. Mr. 
Torrey indicated there is a lot of ash; however, he hasn’t seen the totals yet.  

 
YOUTH BUREAU 
 

Youth Bureau Director Brian Perkins attended the meeting and submitted his monthly 
report to the committee for review.  
 
CORNELL COOPERATIVE EXTENSION 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Executive Director Laura Hunsberger was unable to attend 
the meeting but submitted her monthly report to the committee for review. Legislator Healy asked 
if his understanding is correct that they purchased a new home. Committee Chairman Decker 
stated, yes, they will be bringing in a report to the committee, but they are not ready to do that 
yet. Administrator Knapp stated she did not reach out to Ms. Hunsberger and request that she 
come to the meeting and asked if the committee would like her to do that for meetings going 
forward. Committee Chairman Decker stated he thinks all of the department heads and 
contractual employees should be coming back at the same time to report to their committees.  

 
Adjournment 
 

There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:22 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Fanton, 
and carried. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Meghan Washer, Confidential Secretary   
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


