
 
 
 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
July 21, 2021 

 

Committee Members Present: D. Decker, G. Barnes, W. Dibble, D. Fanton, B. Harris, C. 
Crandall (Absent: K. Graves) 

 

Others Present: T. Boyde, J. Burdick, P. Curran, M. Healy, K. Hooker, J. Hopkins, L. Hunsberger, 
C. Knapp, T. Miner, B. Perkins, B. Reynolds, J. Ricci, B. Riehle, T. Ross, D. Root, P. 
Stockin, S. Torrey, M. Washer 

 
Call to Order: Resource Management Committee Chairman David Decker called the meeting to 

order at 1:06 p.m. 

Approval of Minutes 

 A motion was made by Legislator Harris, seconded by Legislator Dibble, and carried to 
approve the June 16, 2021, Resource Management Committee minutes. 

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION 
 

Soil and Water Conservation Executive Director Scott Torrey attended the meeting and 
submitted his monthly report to the committee for review. Mr. Torrey stated they are focusing on 
a lot of grant writing with several being due. They continue to follow up on a lot of stream issues, 
and they are also meeting with the Village of Wellsville regarding the flooding on Williams Avenue 
to come up with solutions, noting it’s a work in progress. Committee Chairman Decker asked if 
any other towns are calling with flooding issues, noting the 8 inches of rain Cuba has gotten in 
the month of July. Mr. Torrey stated he has not received calls on anything specific yet.  
 
Bennett Lot Timber bid 
 
 Mr. Torrey stated they were scheduled to open bids for the Bennett Lot timber sale on 
Wednesday, July 21, at 11:00 a.m., and while they did have five interested parties, they didn’t 
receive any bids. Mr. Torrey continued they received a letter requesting they delay the bidding as 
the neighboring landowner is contesting a recent survey that was done, adding they are going to 
delay the bid until everything is straightened out. Legislator Harris asked how old the survey is. 
Mr. Torrey stated the neighboring landowner had a survey done in the last year, and there was a 
discrepancy that the landowner is now contesting as the survey is in the County’s favor. County 
Administrator Carissa Knapp stated the adjacent landowner had the survey done on their own 
property and found out what they thought was land they owned is actually owned by the County. 
Administrator Knapp continued they would like to talk to the County about it, and she is in 
discussion with the County Attorney regarding the matter. Administrator Knapp noted when they 
originally put it out to bid, the disputed property wasn’t included, but it may benefit the County 
when we do re-bid it. Legislator Harris asked if there is a distance the County stays back from 
property lines when they are selecting timber to put out to bid. Mr. Torrey stated, yes, they stay 
back so they don’t take any conflicting trees, but he isn’t sure how far back they stay. Legislator 
Healy asked what kind of damage we might see to our forest from the gypsy moth infestation 
going on. Mr. Torrey indicated he is not aware of any long term effects. Mr. Healy asked if 
preventative measures are being taken. Mr. Torrey stated he doesn’t think there are any they can 
take that are economically feasible.  
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YOUTH BUREAU 
 

Youth Bureau Director Brian Perkins attended the meeting and submitted his monthly 
report to the committee for review.  

 
Funding Allocations 
 
 Mr. Perkins stated he received notice earlier in the week that they will be receiving their 
2021 allotment in the amount of $51,415 which is an increase from $46,000 in 2020. Mr. Perkins 
stated once fair week is over, he will begin breaking the 2021 allotment out to the different 
programs.  
 
PPAC Meeting 
 
 Mr. Perkins stated they went through the risk and protective surveys that were done in the 
early spring on the pandemic and what it did to our kids. The general findings were some 
behaviors such as smoking and drinking decreased because you weren’t allowed to get together; 
however, they also found that some risk factors that lead to those behaviors were the same or 
had increased. Mr. Perkins continued while a lot of us enjoyed that time at home with our families, 
there are a lot of families out there that time at home isn’t good for the children and the risk factors 
are multiplied.  
 
Governor’s Youth Council 
 
 Mr. Perkins stated the application window for the Governor’s Youth Council has closed, 
and they once again did not have any youth apply, adding he has received a phone call asking 
him to keep looking, and should he find a suitable candidate, they will be able to join. Legislator 
Root asked what kind of student they are looking for. Mr. Perkins stated any students 12 to 21 
years old. College students are eligible; however, they are targeting high school students. Mr. 
Perkins continued the application process was as cumbersome as last year, and some students 
did look into it, but the website application was a lot and due at the same time these students are 
also applying for scholarships and college. Legislator Decker asked if it’s possible that a student 
could join and finish their term if they turn 21 during it. Mr. Perkins stated once they turn 21, he 
will likely be asked to replace them.  
 
CORNELL COOPERATIVE EXTENSION 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Executive Director Laura Hunsberger attended the 
meeting and submitted her monthly report to the committee for review. 

Allegany County Fair 

 Ms. Hunsberger stated the livestock auction will be held Wednesday, July 21, at 6:00 p.m., 
adding numbers are down a little this year, but things are going well, and they are trying to make 
up for it with other events and activities. Legislator Harris asked how 4-H participation has been 
this year. Ms. Hunsberger stated it’s been down, noting they only had six weeks to prepare, so 
they weren’t able to have all the same events and program as past years. Ms. Hunsberger stated 
they do have a master gardener program as well as a hydroponic grow tower on display at the 
Fair.  
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New Property 
 
 Legislator Dibble asked if progress is being made on their new property. Ms. Hunsberger 
stated they are optimistic and have a meeting coming up soon.  
 
Adjournment 
 

There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:21 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Harris, 
and carried. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Meghan Washer, Confidential Secretary   
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


