
 
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

June 16, 2021 
 

Committee Members Present: D. Decker, K. Graves, G. Barnes, W. Dibble, D. Fanton, B. Harris, 
C. Crandall 

 

Others Present: D. Bigelow, J. Burdick, P. Curran, K. Dirlam, G. Hanchett, S. Havey, M. Healy, 
K. Hooker, J. Hopkins, L. Hunsberger, C. Knapp, B. Perkins, J. Ricci, B. Riehle, T. Ross, 
D. Root, P. Stockin, J. Swales, S. Torrey, M. Washer 

 
Call to Order: Resource Management Committee Chairman David Decker called the meeting to 

order at 1:01 p.m. 

Approval of Minutes 

 A motion was made by Legislator Dibble, seconded by Legislator Harris, and carried to 
approve the May 19, 2021, Resource Management Committee minutes. 

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION 
 

Soil and Water Conservation Executive Director Scott Torrey attended the meeting and 
submitted his monthly report to the committee for review. Mr. Torrey stated they have a couple of 
guys working with the Village of Wellsville to look at the flooding issues on Williams Avenue to 
hopefully provide a solution for them. Committee Chairman Decker asked for an update on the 
flooding on Route 446 towards Maplehurst. Mr. Torrey stated they are working on it; however, it 
is a flood plain, so he isn’t sure whether or not they can work with FEMA. Mr. Decker asked if they 
have contacted the village and landowner. Mr. Torrey stated, yes, they have met with Lee James 
as well as corresponded with DEC officials via email. Mr. Decker asked that he be included on 
any emails regarding future meetings as he would like to sit in on them.  
 
Request to Solicit Bids for the Timber Sale on Rattlesnake Hill 
 
 Mr. Torrey requested permission to go out to bid for the timber sale on Rattlesnake Hill. 
The timber sale totals for the Bennett Lot are as follows: 
 
  Timber    Board Feet 
  Ash         165,675 

Red Oak          16,678 
  Red Maple          23,424 
  Hard Maple          11,399 
  Cherry             4,661 
  Aspen           10,298 
     Total:      232,135 
 
 The following timber stand improvement cuts will also be included in the bids: 
 
  Ash    3,041’ – 39 cull stems  
  Maple    3 cull stems 
  Red Oak   13 cull stems 
  Aspen    6 cull stems 
 
 Mr. Torrey noted they are working with the DEC for use of their access road to take the 
logs out. Committee Chairman Decker asked what cull stems are. Mr. Torrey stated they are trees 
that need to be taken out to improve the stand that is growing. Mr. Torrey noted they are on the 
same lot and don’t amount to much. Legislator Harris asked how long before the bid goes out. 
Mr. Torrey stated they will be opening bids before the next Resource Management Committee 
meeting. Mr. Harris asked how much was budgeted for the sale. Mr. Torrey indicated they will 



Resource Management Committee Minutes 
June 16, 2021 

Page 2 of 3 
 
receive a little less than what they originally budgeted as there was a discrepancy in the boundary, 
and they had to take a few acres out. Legislator Barnes referenced the price of lumber significantly 
increasing and asked if that will mean we’ll get a better price. Mr. Torrey stated he hopes so, but 
they won’t know until they get the bids back. This request was approved on a motion made by 
Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Fanton, and carried.  
 
Extension of the Allegany County Soil & Water Conservation Contract 
 
 Mr. Torrey requested a resolution extending the Allegany County Soil & Water 
Conservation District’s three-year contract with Allegany County commencing January 1, 2022, 
and expiring December 31, 2024. Due to the financial hardships created by the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Allegany Count Soil & Water Conservation Board of Directors has voted to request 
level funding for the next three years as follows: 
 
   2022 - $146,000 
   2023 - $146,000 
   2024 - $146,000 
 
 Legislator Barnes asked for an explanation of the connection between the County and the 
Allegany County Soil & Water Conservation. Mr. Torrey stated they work for the County and also 
report to the state which is who they receive their funding from. Mr. Barnes asked if Mr. Torrey 
receives a salary from the County, and Mr. Torrey stated, no, he receives it from Soil & Water. 
Mr. Barnes asked if reporting to the Board is part of their contract, and Mr. Torrey stated, yes. Mr. 
Barnes asked if most of the woodlands that Mr. Torrey talks about is owned by Soil & Water or 
the County. Mr. Torrey stated approximately 2,000 acres is owned by the County who contracts 
with Soil & Water to manage those acres. Mr. Torrey continued that Soil & Water owns the building 
they are housed in, and the County owns the land the building sits on. Legislator Barnes asked 
how many employees they have and is one of them an engineer. Mr. Torrey stated they have four 
full-time employees, and one part-time employee, noting that one of them is an engineer. The 
request to extend the Allegany County Soil & Water Conservation District’s three-year contract 
with Allegany County was approved on a motion made by Legislator Graves, seconded by 
Legislator Harris, and carried. Prepare Resolution 

 
YOUTH BUREAU 
 

Youth Bureau Director Brian Perkins attended the meeting and submitted his monthly 
report to the committee for review.  
 
Bicycle Safety 
 

Mr. Perkins stated he is excited to be back in the schools for bicycle safety, noting he has 
one more scheduled for a summer visit in Andover for their summer program. Mr. Perkins noted 
there seems to be more programs running this year than last year, and it is good to see them 
bouncing back. Committee Chairman Decker asked how many bike helmets they received. Mr. 
Perkins indicated they didn’t order more as they have enough in stock to get him through the Fair, 
and he will then put an order in. 
 
Funding Allocations 
 
 Mr. Perkins stated they have received approval for the 2022 year; however, he is still 
waiting to hear on 2021. Mr. Perkins continued he has been told to expect to receive the same 
amount as previous years, but he has not received any official word yet.  
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CORNELL COOPERATIVE EXTENSION 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Executive Director Laura Hunsberger attended the 
meeting and submitted her monthly report to the committee for review. Ms. Hunsberger briefly 
highlighted events from her monthly report, noting that their programs are starting to ramp up. 

Allegany County Fair 

 Ms. Hunsberger stated with the Allegany County Fair now being held, they only have six 
weeks to prepare when they usually begin planning at the beginning of the year.  
 
New Property 
 
 Legislator Dibble asked if progress is being made on their new property. Ms. Hunsberger 
stated it’s a hurry up and wait situation, adding they have met with an engineer and surveyor to 
work on the site plan for parking.  
 
Dairy Industry 
 
 Legislator Barnes asked if there has been any feedback from the local dairy industry as to 
the consequences of the Great Lake Cheese situation. Ms. Hunsberger indicated she does not 
have that kind of information; however, the dairy specialist left to get her PhD, and her replacement 
is experienced in a different way, and she sees more of a direct connection with this new specialist. 
Ms. Hunsberger continued they were very disappointed as they were planning on developing a 
workforce training for dairy manufacturing plants in our area, adding that Cornell Cooperative 
Extension is going to move forward with that plan so they will be out there to support the dairy 
industry; they just don’t know what it’s going to look like. Ms. Hunsberger continued that the plant 
being vacant has brought up what opportunities it could offer, noting that dairy plants rarely stay 
vacant for more than a year. 
 
Adjournment 
 

There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:19 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Fanton, 
and carried. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Meghan Washer, Confidential Secretary   
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


