
 
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

December 15, 2021 
 

Committee Members Present: D. Decker, K. Graves, G. Barnes, W. Dibble, D. Fanton, B. Harris, C. 
Crandall 

 

Others Present: D. Bigelow, T. Boyde, J. Burdick, P. Curran, F. Demick, K. Dirlam, G. Hanchett, S. 
Havey, D. Healy, K. Hooker, J. Hopkins, L. Hunsberger, C. Knapp, T. Linn, T. Miner, B. Perkins, 
S. Pullen, J. Ricci, B. Riehle, D. Root, T. Ross, P. Stockin, J. Swales 

 
Call to Order: Resource Management Committee Chairman David Decker called the meeting to order 

at 1:03 p.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
  

A motion was made by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Dibble, and carried to approve 
the November 17, 2021, Resource Management Committee minutes. 
 
COUNTY HISTORIAN 
  

County Historian Craig Braack did not attend the meeting and did not submit a monthly report to 
the committee for review.  Committee Chairman Decker stated that Mr. Braack should be contacted 
directly with questions or concerns.  
 
SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION 
 

Soil and Water Conservation Executive Director Scott Torrey was unable to attend the meeting, 
but submitted a monthly report to the committee for review.  Committee Chairman Decker stated that Mr. 
Torrey should be contacted directly with questions or concerns. 

  
YOUTH BUREAU 
 

Youth Bureau Director Brian Perkins attended the meeting and submitted a monthly report to the 
committee for review.  Mr. Perkins stated that there has not been a lot of movement this month and briefly 
spoke about items from his monthly report.  
 
2021 Resource Allocation Plan Agreement  
 
 Youth Bureau Director Brian Perkins requested a resolution approving the 2021 Resource 
Allocation Plan agreement with Office of Children and Family Services in relation to the State’s allocation 
of funds to the County for providing youth services under its Comprehensive Youth Services Plan.  We 
request that the Chairman of the Board and County Treasurer be authorized to execute such Plan 
Agreement.  A portion of the funds to be received under such plan agreement shall be appropriated from 
time to time to cover the costs under sub-contractor serviced provider agreements as may be approved 
by this Board.  This agreement is funded 100 percent with State Aid.  This request was approved on a 
motion made by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Dibble, and carried.  Prepare Resolution 
pending Approval by Ways and Means 

 
CORNELL COOPERATIVE EXTENSION 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Executive Director Laura Hunsberger attended the meeting and 
submitted a monthly report to the committee for review.  Ms. Hunsberger highlighted items from her 
report.      
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Master Gardener Course 
 

Ms. Hunsberger stated that there are three people attending the Master Gardeners course being 
offered collaboratively between Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, and Allegany Counties, from November 2021, 
through March 2022.  Ms. Hunsberger stated that they have not offered the Master Gardener course in 
several years.  Legislator Hopkins asked if any of the new Master Gardeners have any specialties.  Ms. 
Hunsberger stated that Patricia Eshelman is the recipient of the Ag in the Classroom award for New York 
State, as well as Nationally.  Ms. Hunsberger stated that Ms. Eshelman has “beyond average skills” for 
a Master Gardener.  Ms. Hunsberger stated that Ms. Eshelman is joined by one of her 18-year-old 
students taking the course as well.   Ms. Hopkins stated that Ms. Eshelman grew up in the 4-H Program 
in Allegany County where she excelled with her animals and skills, and it is great that she has chosen to 
remain in Allegany County.  Legislator Harris asked if Ms. Hunsberger has been fielding any questions 
from County residents regarding growing Cannabis for recreational purposes.  Ms. Hunsberger stated 
that they are not permitted to speak of, or give any information regarding cannabis because they receive 
Federal funds.  Legislator Harris asked if people have shown any interest in the subject.  Ms. Hunsberger 
stated that people are always showing interest, but not as much as she would have expected.  Legislator 
Healy stated that cannabis is still Federally illegal.  Ms. Hunsberger stated, that is correct.   
 
4-H Homemade Holiday Program  
 

Ms. Hunsberger stated that the 4-H kids had to perform an act of kindness in order to receive the 
holiday craft kits.  Ms. Hunsberger stated that a lot of the kids were creating homemade cards to deliver 
to area retirement homes, and it was neat to see what the kids came up with. 
 
Annual Cranberry Presentation  
  

Ms. Hunsberger stated that Friday, December 17, she will be giving her annual cranberry 
presentation to Patricia Eshelman’s Agriculture Senior Class at Bolivar-Richburg High School in Bolivar, 
NY. Ms. Hunsberger stated that they will make homemade cranberry sauce, and learn all about how 
cranberries are grown, harvested, and used.  
 
Renew Agreement with Allegany County Federation of Snowmobilers Inc.  
  

County Administrator Carissa Knapp requested a resolution to renew the agreement with the 
Allegany County Federation of Snowmobilers, Inc. that expires on January 13, 2021, (Resolution #106-
21), and authorization for the Chairman of the Board to execute the agreement.  With grant funding from 
the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation (OPRHP), the Allegany County 
Federation of Snowmobilers, Inc. develops and maintains snowmobile trails in Allegany County.  Funding 
is included in the 2022 Budget.  Ms. Knapp asked to amend the request form from stating that it expires 
on January 13, 2021, to read, “expires on January 13, 2022.”  A motion to approve the amendment was 
made by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Dibble, and carried.   

 
The amended request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Graves, seconded by 

Legislator Dibble, and carried. Prepare Resolution    
 
Extend Lease Agreement with Rushford Lake Recreation District 
  

County Administrator Carissa Knapp requested a resolution extending the current lease with the 
Rushford Lake Recreation District (Resolution No. 117-19) for a two-year period. As the tenant, Allegany 
County will operate a public swimming beach on the southeast shore of Rushford Lake. Seeking 
authorization for the Chairman to execute the lease agreement commencing on January 1, 2022, and 
terminating on December 31, 2023, for a $1.00 fee.  Funding is included in the 2022 Budget.  Legislator 
Fanton stated that the Department of Public Works is looking at making the modifications to the Rushford 
Lake facility, and they will be looking for some funds to accomplish those modifications in the coming 
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year.  Legislator Barnes asked for clarification on who the Rushford Lake District consists of.  County 
Attorney Thomas Miner stated that this group is a separately chartered municipal entity passed through 
Albany, NY.  Mr. Miner stated that there is a 5-member Board consisting of 3 elected members of the 
Rushford Lake District, with the Towns of Caneadea and Rushford being allowed to appoint one member 
each.  Legislator Stockin stated that the area around Rushford Lake consists of two towns, with 17 
percent in Caneadea and 83 percent in Rushford, and that whenever the District wishes to make any 
changes to the laws, both Towns must approve them.  Mr. Stockin stated that there is a separate Land 
Owners Association.  County Treasurer Terri Ross stated that the Rushford Lake District is unique in the 
fact that they prepare their own budget, which is then forwarded to the Towns of Caneadea and the Town 
of Rushford, and then levied with their Town and County Tax.  Ms. Ross stated that they have their own 
taxing district as well.  Legislator Healy asked if the Rushford Lake District would be considered a 
Municipal Board.  Mr. Miner stated that it is a quasi-Municipal Board.  This request was approved on a 
motion made by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Harris, and carried. Prepare Resolution    
 
Good of the Order 
 

Resource Management Committee Chairman David Decker stated the following: 
  

 If I could say one thing, this is my last Resource Management Committee 
meeting as Chair.  It’s been a pleasure to serve the County in this capacity, and 
I look forward to hearing and reading the reports on the next Board, and 
whoever is the next Chairman of the Resource Management Committee. Thank 
you. 

 
Resource Management Committee Vice-Chairman Karl Graves stated the following: 

 
 Mr. Chairman, I have the pleasure of being in the same situation as you are, 
and it’s been a pleasure serving on this committee also. 

 
Adjournment 
 

There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 
1:24 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Dibble, and carried. 
  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Tiffany Linn, Confidential Secretary   
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


