
 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

March 3, 2021 
 
Members Present:  D. Healy, W. Dibble, D. Decker, B. Harris, S. Havey, J. Hopkins, C. Crandall  
 
Other Present:  G. Barnes, H. Bedow, A. Bigelow, B. Budinger, J. Burdick, P. Curran, K. Dirlam, 

M. Denhoff, J. Donigan, K. Graves, G. Green, K. Hooker, C. Ivers, C. Knapp, K. Monroe, 
B. Perkins, J. Ricci, B. Riehle, D. Root, T. Shaw, R. Starks, P. Stockin, B. VanHousen, M. 
Washer, R. Whitney 

 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 1:53 p.m. by Public Safety Committee 

Chairman Dwight “Mike” Healy. 
 
PUBLIC DEFENDER 
 
 Public Defender Barb Kelley was unable to attend the meeting but submitted her monthly 
report to the committee for review.  
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & FIRE 
 

Emergency Services Assistant Bonnie VanHousen attended the meeting and submitted 
her monthly report to the committee for review. Ms. VanHousen noted that she was attending the 
meeting on behalf of Mr. Luckey who was called out to an emergency. Ms. VanHousen briefly 
highlighted her monthly report stating she continues to work at the COVID-19 testing and vaccine 
clinics. Legislator Dibble asked for an update on how we’re doing getting vaccines for our senior 
citizens. Ms. VanHousen stated our first responders are doing well receiving theirs, noting they 
first started getting them at Jones Memorial Hospital when they became available. Some fire 
departments are still lacking, but they are working to get everyone vaccinated when the vaccine 
registration link becomes available through the Health Department. Public Safety Committee 
Chairman Healy stated we’re doing a good job with what vaccines have been available to us. 
 
Ice/Cold Water Rescue Training 
 

Legislator Decker referenced the ice/cold water rescue training that was held Saturday, 
February 20, and Sunday, February 21, on Cuba Lake stating he joined Mr. Luckey Sunday 
afternoon on Cuba Lake, and it was very interesting to see what goes into making an ice water 
rescue. Mr. Decker continued they were working with 12 inches of ice which isn’t common, and 
they re-enacted it as close to live as they could. Public Safety Committee Chairman Healy stated 
a lot of people don’t realize how much training our volunteers have to do to keep up with the 
services they offer to the County. Ms. VanHousen stated before volunteers can go to a fire scene, 
they have to take a 79-hour Basic Exterior Firefighting Operations (BEFO) class, and then take a 
49-hour Interior Firefighting Operations (IFO) class. Ms. VanHousen noted that ice rescue is 
above and beyond those courses, and they try to offer it every year. Legislator Barnes asked if 
our volunteers are reimbursed for their expenses. Ms. VanHousen stated, no, there is no standard 
reimbursement. Some fire departments will do something, but most don’t have the treasury or 
background to do it. Legislator Decker asked if they have to pay for their equipment and materials 
as well. Ms. VanHousen stated it depends on the fire department; however, if a volunteer gets 
into specialties there are things you have to pay for yourself.  
 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
 
 District Attorney Keith Slep was unable to attend the meeting but submitted his monthly 
report to the committee for review.  
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STOP-DWI 
 
 STOP-DWI Coordinator Brian Perkins attended the meeting and submitted his monthly 
report to the committee for review. Mr. Perkins stated that Victim Impact Panels are still being 
held; however, attendance isn’t picking up. Mr. Perkins indicated he still has some that he hasn’t 
seen from the past year during the shutdown that they need to get caught up with. Mr. Perkins 
continued he has heard that some are completing online courses that the state put out to the 
courts as exceptions due to the pandemic, but Mr. Perkins continues to advise them to attend the 
in-person sessions as there is more accountability. Legislator Hopkins asked what recourse they 
have when someone doesn’t show up to the Victim Impact Panel. Mr. Perkins stated he personally 
does doesn’t have much recourse as it is just a service his department provides as part of the 
individual’s sentencing. Mr. Perkins’ department reports back to the courts whether or not 
someone shows up, and it is up to the courts to enforce whether or not they come.  
 
Crackdown Events 
 
 Mr. Perkins stated they held a crackdown event Superbowl weekend that went well, and 
they are looking to hold another event St. Patrick’s Day weekend.  
 
PROBATION DEPARTMENT 
 
 Probation Director Robert Starks attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report 
to the committee for review. Mr. Starks briefly highlighted his report stating under a normal year, 
two-thirds of their pre-trial supervision cases would be sentenced to probation if the courts were 
open. Public Safety Committee Chairman Healy asked what the timeframe is for courts to re-
open. Mr. Starks stated any court clerks he has spoken with have not received any sort of notice. 
Legislator Barnes asked who controls that. Mr. Starks stated the Office of Court Administration 
does. Legislator Barnes asked if it means our judges can’t do anything. Mr. Starks stated our local 
town and village justices can’t; however, the County courts have been open.  
 
NYS 20 Percent Hold 
 
 Mr. Starks stated he was notified by the Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) 
that the original 20 percent hold imposed by the state will be reduced to 5 percent. Legislator 
Harris stated that Mr. Starks was one of the department heads that was fairly proactive in 
anticipating revenue decreases when putting together his 2021 Budget and asked in the event 
the state continues to fully fund programs, will Mr. Starks be asking for a budget adjustment to 
increase his revenues and expenses. Mr. Starks indicated if that is the correct way to handle it, 
then yes. Legislator Harris asked if Mr. Starks’ programs were funded at 100 percent in the 
Budget. County Treasurer Terri Ross stated, no, they were budgeted with the 20 percent hold, 
adding if they come in fully funded they will make budget adjustments as needed.  
 
WEIGHTS & MEASURES 
 
 Weights & Measures Director Gilbert Green attended the meeting and submitted his 
monthly report to the committee for review. Mr. Green stated he did his bulk tank checks through 
all kinds of weather last week, noting there is also a new honey scale in downtown Birdsall. 
Legislator Harris wished Mr. Green a happy Weights & Measures week. 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 
 Sheriff Rick Whitney attended the meeting and submitted his monthly reports to the 
committee for review. 
 



Public Safety Committee Minutes 
March 3, 2021 

Page 3 of 4 
 
Handgun Permits 
 

Legislator Decker stated he had a County constituent ask him about the Livingston County 
process where they print out cards for an individual to get two pistols, and they have 10 days to 
have them added to their permit. Sheriff Whitney stated he doesn’t know their process; however, 
prior to COVID-19, if the County had a gun raffle, their clerks would attend the raffle with the 
appropriate paperwork to register guns that were bought and/or won at the raffle, adding the gun 
dealer does the Nexus, and the Sheriff’s Office Clerk would register the weapon.  
 
911 Enumeration Project Update 
 

Sheriff Whitney stated 911 Dispatcher Russ Hall is working hard on the 911 Enumeration 
Project, and he is currently collaborating with McKean County and Potter County to add verified 
address points to our 911 map. Sheriff Whitney noted that Mr. Hall found a lot of errors in Little 
Genesee that he has fixed, and the project is coming along well. Public Safety Committee 
Chairman Healy stated it was good move on our part to dedicate resources to that project.  
 
Tower/Radio Project 
 

Legislator Barnes asked if all of the radio problems have been resolved. Sheriff Whitney 
stated while all problems will never be resolved, since the towers have been installed, they haven’t 
received any complaints. Committee Chairman Healy stated it’s always a work in progress, and 
the County is moving ahead each day with our technology improvements. Mr. Healy thanked the 
Sheriff and his department for their endeavors with that project. Legislator Dibble stated he has 
received positive feedback from his area that the system is working really well.  

 
Approval to Apply for the NYS Department of Homeland Security’s 2020 PSAP Grant 
 

Sheriff Whitney requested a resolution authorizing the Sheriff’s Office to apply for the New 
York State Department of Homeland Security’s 2020 Public Safety Answering Point (PSAP) 
Operations grant. This grant has been awarded yearly in the amount of $10 million shared 
throughout 57 counties and the City of New York. These funds will be used to update electronic 
equipment in the County’s 911 Dispatch Center. This request was approved on a motion made 
by Legislator Harris, seconded by Legislator Dibble, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
 
Approval of Inter-Municipal Mutual Aid Agreement with Schuyler County 
 
 Sheriff Whitney requested a resolution authorizing the Sheriff’s Office to enter into a five-
year inter-municipal mutual aid agreement with Schuyler County, and that the Sheriff be 
authorized to sign the agreement that will be effective July 1, 2021. This agreement is a renewal 
of the five-year agreement that was approved in 2016. This agreement allows sworn employees 
of the Sheriff’s Office to act as special deputies during the events at Watkins Glen International 
Raceway and all associated costs including insurance coverage and workers’ compensation are 
the responsibility of Schuyler County. This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator 
Havey, seconded by Legislator Dibble, and carried. Prepare Resolution 
 
Request to Fill Deputy Sheriff 
 
 Administrator Knapp noted that the request to fill a Deputy Sheriff was referred to the 
Positions Review Ad Hoc Committee where they will review it and report back to the Public Safety 
Committee with a recommendation. 
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NYS Police Reform and Reinvention Collaborative 
 

Administrator Knapp stated the NYS Police Reform Plan is required to be filed with the 
state by April 1, 2021. The Police Reform and Reinvention Committee held a public forum on 
February 18, and the draft plan is available for public comment. Administrator Knapp thanked the 
Sheriff for all of his input and documentation. Administrator Knapp also thanked Planning & 
Economic Development Assistant Director Michelle Denhoff for keeping everyone on track. 
Committee Chairman Healy echoed the County Administrator stating everyone did an outstanding 
job in a short period of time. Legislator Decker stated he is very concerned that this plan is going 
to lead to defunding the police and the sheriffs, and he hopes that we have people watching this 
closely as it’s a real fear that what is going on nationwide is going to come back to haunt us in 
Allegany County. Sheriff Whitney stated the Sheriff’s Association is keeping a close eye on this; 
however, the County has already been doing a lot of these things long before this plan was 
required, so it wasn’t really a big deal. Sheriff Whitney continued that there are also a lot of things 
included in the plan that they do agree with, and he provided the example that morning as he was 
getting ready to come to work, he heard dispatch send the State Police to a village in our County 
for a 13-year old girl who was uncooperative with her mother and wouldn’t go to school. Sheriff 
Whitney continued that’s not something most of our Police Officers want to go to so it would be 
great if they would send social services or child welfare to that kind of complaint. Sheriff Whitney 
went on to say he doesn’t believe the police should have had to respond to that kind of complaint, 
but at this point they are the only ones who do respond to them. Committee Chairman Healy 
stated they all share both the sentiments of the Sheriff as well as the concerns Legislator Decker 
brought forth. Legislator Decker stated this direction from Albany is the same as when the 
Governor shook his finger at us that we will have shared services when here in Allegany County 
we’ve been doing it for a long time, adding it’s anything to keep us under their control, and it’s not 
right. A motion was made by Legislator Harris, seconded by Legislator Decker, and carried to 
prepare a resolution filing the NYS Police Reform Plan with New York State. Prepare Resolution  
 
Pandemic Response Plan 
 

Administrator Knapp referenced the Pandemic Response Plan that is also a new statutory 
requirement. This plan was taken with the approach that a future pandemic will be more severe 
than COVID-19, and it is a very fluid document because we don’t know what the next pandemic 
will be. Administrator Knapp continued that they incorporated things from last year as well as new 
things. Administrator Knapp thanked Personnel Officer Bobby Budinger, Workers’ Compensation 
Executive Secretary Heather Bedow, Administrative Assistant Jodi Adams, and Planning Director 
Kier Dirlam for all of their assistance with this plan. Committee Chairman Healy thanked everyone 
involved for a lot of hard work within a small period of time. A motion was made by Legislator 
Hopkins, seconded by Legislator Havey, and carried to prepare a resolution approving the 
Pandemic Response Plan. Prepare Resolution  

 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 2:25 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Harris, seconded by Legislator Dibble, 
and carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Meghan Washer, Confidential Secretary 
Allegany County Board of Legislators  
 

  


