
 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
December 4, 2019 

 
Members Present:  D. Healy, W. Dibble, D. Decker, B. Harris, S. Havey, J. Hopkins, C. Crandall   
 
Other Present:  G. Barnes, A. Bigelow, J. Burdick, P. Curran, S. Decker, M. Evans, D. Fanton, 

T. Fuoco, K. Graves, R. Hall, C. Ivers, C. Knapp, J. Luckey, K. Monroe, J. Ricci, B. Riehle, 
D. Root, R. Starks, P. Stockin, R. Swarthout, R. Whitney. 

Media Present:  C. Potter (The Spectator) 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. by Public Safety Committee 
Chairman Dwight “Mike” Healy. 

Approval of Minutes  

 A motion was made by Legislator Dibble, seconded by Legislator Decker, and carried to 
approve the Public Safety Committee minutes for November 6, 2019. 

PUBLIC DEFENDER 

 Public Defender Barbara Kelley submitted her monthly report but was unable to attend the 
meeting.  Clerk of the Board Brenda Rigby Riehle stated that Ms. Kelley had indicated she would 
be happy to meet with anyone who had questions for her. 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & FIRE 

 Emergency Management & Fire Director Jeff Luckey attended the meeting and submitted 
his monthly report to the committee for review.  Mr. Luckey recently attended a Regional Fire 
Administrators Conference in Montour Falls.  He and Bonnie had also attended a special event 
training for emergency managers in Hamburg.   

 Mr. Luckey talked about a recent incident in Clarksville that required the collaboration of 
both fire and police departments.  He said that everyone worked well together but there were 
issues with their communication equipment not working in that area.  Portable radios did not have 
service, which made it difficult to communicate.  Mr. Luckey attended a meeting in Clarksville last 
night to discuss the communication issues.  Legislator Graves asked if this is a new problem.  Mr. 
Luckey stated that it’s not a new problem.  That particular location does not receive the necessary 
signals for their communication equipment.  The new radio tower will address some of the 
problems, but it’s not operational yet.  Mr. Luckey stated that members of our County 911 
department were in attendance at the meeting.  It was a good opportunity to discuss the issue.  
Legislator Barnes asked if the particular location was a problem, or if it was a larger area that 
didn’t have good service.  Mr. Luckey said that Clarksville experiences problems because of the 
terrain that exists in that area.  Committee Chair Healy asked if these communication problems 
are unique to Allegany County.  Mr. Luckey stated that other counties experience similar issues.  
Orleans County recently made a huge investment to overcome communication issues.   

 Committee Chair Healy stated he had attended the Allegany County Fire Advisory Board 
meeting on November 21.  At the meeting the group discussed the issue of priority of dispatch 
services.  There have been concerns voiced over establishing priority of dispatch.  Legislator 
Healy reminded his fellow legislators that they are invited to attend the Fire Advisory Board 
meetings and their participation would be appreciated.          

STOP-DWI 

 STOP-DWI Coordinator Brian Perkins submitted his monthly report to the committee for 
review but was unable to attend the meeting.   
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

 District Attorney Keith Slep submitted his monthly report to the committee for review.  Third 
Assistant District Attorney J. Thomas Fuoco attended the meeting in place of District Attorney 
Slep.   

Bail/Discovery Reform   

 Assistant District Attorney Fuoco requested that a resolution be adopted similar to one 
adopted by Warren County, which implores the State of New York to immediately amend or delay 
implementation of bail and discovery reform laws.  Mr. Fuoco highlighted some of the problems, 
including the impact on the victims of the crimes, and he listed some of the crimes that a suspect 
could commit and will no longer be held for court appearance, including:  making a terroristic 
threat, promoting an obscene sexual performance by a child, failure to register as a sex offender, 
aggravated assault upon a person less than eleven years old, criminal sale of a controlled 
substance to a child, criminal possession of a weapon on school grounds, stalking in the second 
degree, endangering the welfare of a vulnerable elderly person or an incompetent or physically 
disabled person, aggravated vehicular assault, and burglary of a residence.  This in no way 
protects the public, community, or victims of crime.  It focuses more on keeping people out of jail 
and them not having to post money for bail.  County Attorney Carissa Knapp stated that a number 
of other counties have adopted a similar resolution.  Warren County wrote and adopted this 
resolution after a county employee’s spouse was killed in a collision as the result of a man leading 
police in a high-speed chase.  The man trying to elude police had a history of not showing up for 
court.  If the homicide had occurred after January 1, the suspect would have been released 
without bail on the second-degree manslaughter charge filed against him.  The Warren County 
bipartisan board adopted this resolution unanimously and asked that other counties do the same.  
Mr. Fuoco stated that motions will be made to release un-sentenced individuals who are currently 
detained.  Board Chairman Curtis Crandall remarked that this reform made no sense from the 
beginning.  It is not a good piece of legislation.  Unfortunately, it takes a tragedy to shed light on 
it.  Every county in the state should be following suit and asking for this to be delayed, amended, 
or repealed.  It doesn’t make any sense at all.  Legislator Barnes asked how frequently people 
skip out on bail.  Mr. Fuoco stated that it’s not very common.  Usually if bail has been posted, they 
show up.  Legislator Barnes said with no bail, it’s likely the number of people showing up for court 
will be less.  Mr. Fuoco said he expects that.  People who don’t have a criminal history will show 
up, but people who have a history are more likely to miss their court appearance.  Mr. Fuoco 
explained that another issue is the way in which court appearances are assigned.  When arrested, 
a person is given a ticket with an option to select how they would like to be notified about court.  
A text message or phone call are options that can be chosen.  People are going to use the excuse 
that they didn’t receive the text or their phone is not working as a reason for not appearing.  
Legislator Graves asked Sheriff Whitney if he had a comment on the subject.  Sheriff Whitney 
stated that several letters have been sent from the Sheriff’s Association.  He remarked that in the 
case of a burglary, the criminal has a right to go back to the scene of the crime to see if there’s 
any evidence.  Mr. Fuoco noted that if a person is pulled over for a traffic violation, and they are 
found to have a warrant from out of state, they have to be released.  Only warrants from New 
York State will allow for them to be detained.  Legislator Decker stated that in a recent news article 
he read Monroe County said they will have 900 inmates who will be released as a result of this 
reform.  Mr. Fuoco remarked that those people are going to be released into the community.  How 
many of them are going to return to court?   

 Mr. Fuoco thanked the committee for allowing them to hire another Assistant District 
Attorney.  He said that currently he has around six to ten cases per year that require discovery.  
The new rules require them to do that for every case no matter how minor.  Even traffic tickets 
will be subject to discovery.  A defense attorney could move to dismiss a case if they don’t look 
at radar calibration.  Mr. Fuoco remarked that there is a proposal in New York City to budget $12 
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million to provide Mets tickets, cell phones, and gift cards to people in order to entice them to 
show up for court. 

 Legislator Dibble thanked the District Attorney for bringing this forward.  The request was 
approved on a motion was made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator Decker, and 
carried.  Prepare Resolution  

 

PROBATION DEPARTMENT 

 Probation Director Robert Starks attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report 
to the committee for review.  Mr. Starks indicated that he had added Raise the Age statistics to 
his report.  He noted that the Juvenile Delinquent numbers include Raise the Age.  Mr. Starks 
stated that the number of Juvenile Delinquent cases is up considerably from last year.  He also 
mentioned that the Youth Court Coordinator submitted a letter of resignation, but has agreed to 
stay on until a replacement is found. 

Account Clerk Typist Position  

 Mr. Starks requested permission to hire an Account Clerk Typist due to a retirement.  This 
request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Dibble, seconded by Legislator Decker, 
and carried.  Refer to Ways and Means                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

    

WEIGHTS & MEASURES 

 Weights and Measures Director Gilbert Green submitted his monthly report to the 
committee for review but was unable to attend the meeting.   

SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

 Sheriff Rick Whitney attended the meeting and submitted his monthly reports to the 
committee for review.  Legislator Barnes asked Sheriff Whitney what he expects the population 
at the Jail to be once the bail reform goes into effect in January.  Sheriff Whitney stated that he 
expects the federal inmate population to remain the same, but the local population will likely go 
from around 48 to 10.  They currently have 38 inmates who are not sentenced.  Legislator Barnes 
inquired about the need to maintain staffing levels when this happens.  Sheriff Whitney stated that 
he can only reduce staff if the State comes in and says that we can.  Legislator Harris asked if 
anyone had done a study on other states who have done bail reform.  Legislator Graves stated 
that Governor Cuomo suggested that New Jersey had done this.  He said he wants to know if this 
is “…another fairytale the Governor is telling us.”  Mr. Starks said he was provided an article on 
New Jersey bail reform.  In it they stated that New Jersey realized that judges weren’t given 
enough discretion and it had to be modified.  Legislator Harris stated that in New Jersey they 
permit judges to set bail regardless of the charge.   

Deputy Sheriff Position 

 Sheriff Whitney requested permission to fill a full-time Deputy Sheriff position as the result 
of a retirement.  This request was approved on a motion was made by Legislator Harris, seconded 
by Legislator Dibble, and carried.  Refer to Ways and Means   
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Full-Time Emergency Services Dispatcher 

 Sheriff Whitney requested permission to fill a full-time Emergency Services Dispatcher to 
take Mr. Hall’s place while he works on the enumeration project.  A motion was made by Legislator 
Dibble, seconded by Legislator Hopkins, and carried, to allow a full-time Emergency Services 
Dispatcher position to be filled.  Refer to Ways and Means 

Request to Transfer Funds 

 Legislator Harris asked if the Emergency Services Dispatcher position had been budgeted 
for 2020.  It was suggested that most of the cost could be covered by the premium pay account 
because they would be reducing the need for overtime.  County Treasurer Ross indicated that 
there’s not enough money budgeted in the premium pay account; and, therefore, it would come 
out of Contingency.  A request to transfer $37,100 from A1990.429 (Contingency) to A3112.101 
(E911 Dispatch – Personnel), contingent on the position being created, was approved on a motion 
was made by Legislator Harris, seconded by Legislator Dibble, and carried.  Refer to Ways and 
Means 

   
Radio/Tower Project Update 

 Radio Technician Matt Evans gave an update on the tower project saying that they are at 
tower sites today hanging antennas.  The upgrade at the Public Safety Facility will start soon.   

 Legislator Graves asked Mr. Evans to comment on the communication issues in the 
Clarksville area.  Mr. Evans stated the communication service has been poor in the southwestern 
corner of the County.  The Bolivar tower will improve service but won’t necessarily eliminate all 
communication service issues.  Another tower may need to be built when grant funding becomes 
available.  At the Clarksville meeting he gave an update on the progress of the tower project.  
Committee Chair Healy thanked Matt Evans, Andy Bigelow, Randy Swarthout, Legislator Ricci, 
and Legislator Dibble for attending the meeting in Clarksville.  Committee Chair Healy asked Mr. 
Evans to comment on the Alfred Tower.  Mr. Evans stated that the Alfred Tower is moving along.  
The progress there is encouraging.  Legislator Barnes asked if service from towers in other 
counties could be shared.  Mr. Evans stated that they’ve explored that.  They meet every other 
month with thirteen other counties to talk about that possibility.  It’s something they will continue 
to investigate and the counties hope to be able to join together for better coverage.  The question 
was raised about whether or not we can hang our equipment on other counties’ towers.  Mr. Evans 
stated it’s something they’ve looked at.  Cattaraugus County’s closest tower is on Route 16 
outside of Olean.  We don’t know if that tower would work for Clarksville.  Mr. Evans is convinced 
that eventually they will connect all of these county systems together.  Legislator Barnes asked 
for a projection of when that might happen.  Mr. Evans stated he won’t even try to guess.  They 
have installed upgraded equipment so the capability to connect with them is there.  Legislator 
Decker asked about the possibility of using smaller towers to connect to larger ones.  Mr. Evans 
stated that the problem is getting the signal over the hills.  There has to be a direct line of sight 
with another tower to be able to do that.   

911 Enumeration   

 Sheriff Whitney stated that Russ Hall was doing a good job of verifying addresses.   
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APPOINTMENTS TO FIRE ADVISORY BOARD 

 Committee Chair Healy stated that on November 21, 2019, the Allegany County Fire 
Advisory Board met, and the following people were nominated and voted to serve on the fire 
Advisory Board from January 1, 2020, through December 31, 2020: 

 Kevin Gagne – Alfred   Eric Schmidt – Birdsall 
 Judson Stearns, Jr. – Alfred Station John Wilson – Cuba 
 Ezura Taylor – Allentown   Gerald Gayford – Fillmore 
 Emily Ormsby – Almond   Carl Green – Friendship 
 Rick Abbott – Angelica   Richard Bunk – New Hudson 
 James Woolley – Belfast   Sherman Gage – Richburg 
 Brandon LaValley – Belmont  Bonnie VanHousen – Rushford 
 Terry Richardson – Bolivar   Tim Voss – Short Tract 
 Kym Duthoy – Canaseraga  Jeff Ormsby – Wellsville 
 Randy Whitesell – Andover  Chris Reinbold – Wiscoy-Rossburg 
 Matt Lee – Whitesville 
 
 A motion was made by Legislator Dibble, seconded by Legislator Harris, and 
carried to approve the appointment of the individuals referenced above.  Prepare 
Resolution 
   
ADJOURNMENT 

 There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 2:26 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Decker, seconded by Legislator Harris, 
and carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Sarah M. Decker, Journal Clerk 
Allegany County Board of Legislators  


