
 
 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
April 7, 2021 

 
Committee Members Present: S. Havey, B. Harris, J. Burdick, K. Graves, J. Ricci, D. Root, P. 

Stockin, C. Crandall 
 
Others Present: G. Barnes, B. Budinger, J. D’Arcy, D. Decker, W. Dibble, J. Donigan, D. Fanton, 

D. Healy, K. Hooker, J. Hopkins, C. Knapp, S. Lanphier, J. Luckey, B. Riehle, T. Ross, T, 
Shaw, M. Washer 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 2:21 p.m. by Committee Chairman Steve 
Havey. 

Approval of Minutes 
 
 A motion was made by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Root, and carried to 
approve the minutes of March 3, 2021. 
 
Establishing Allegany County as a Designated Purple Heart County 
 

Veterans’ Service Agency Director Michael Hennessy requested a resolution establishing 
Allegany County as a Designated Purple Heart County and provided the following sample 
resolution. 
 

WHEREAS, the County of Allegany has great admiration and the utmost gratitude for all 
of the men and women who have selflessly served their country and this community by joining 
the military; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Purple Heart is the oldest military decoration in present use and was 
initially created as the Badge of Military Merit by General George Washington in 1782; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Purple Heart was the first American service award or decoration made 
available to the common soldier and is specifically awarded to members of the United States 
Armed Forces who have been wounded or paid the ultimate sacrifice in combat with a declared 
enemy of the United States of America; and  
 

WHEREAS, the mission of the Military Order of the Purple Heart is to foster an 
environment of goodwill among the combat-wounded veteran members and their families, 
promote patriotism, support legislative initiatives, and most importantly make sure we never 
forget; and  
 

WHEREAS, the County of Allegany appreciates the sacrifices our Purple Heart recipients 
made in defending our freedoms and believe it is important that we acknowledge them for their 
courage and show them the honor and support they have earned.  
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 
      1.  That the County of Allegany is a Purple Heart County. 
    2. That the County of Allegany hereby recognizes the sacrifices that the 

Purple Heart recipients have made in defending our freedoms and acknowledges their 
service and courage while protecting our country. 

 
 Mr. Hennessy stated Purple Heart is the oldest military declaration still established by 
George Washington, and it is used for veterans who have died or been wounded during combat. 
Mr. Hennessy continued that the Veterans’ Association would like to make New York State a 
Purple Heart State, so they need to first get all of the counties on board. Legislator Graves stated 
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this is a great idea and expressed his compliments to Mr. Hennessy for bringing it forward. 
Legislator Healy echoed Legislator Graves’ sentiments stating it’s very appropriate the County 
takes the lead on this as we do in many issues here in the State of New York, adding there is only 
one Congressional Medal of Honor recipient who was not also awarded the Purple Heart for the 
same action. Chairman Crandall asked if there is a certain number of counties the state needs in 
order to be designated as a Purple Heart State. Mr. Hennessy stated there is no certain number, 
just a big push by the association. Chairman Crandall asked if any other counties have adopted 
a similar resolution. Mr. Hennessy stated Cattaraugus County has had their designation as a 
Purple Heart County for a while, noting there are quite a few counties up north that do as well. 
Administrator Knapp noted that Cattaraugus County has signage indicating their Purple Heart 
designation. Mr. Hennessy stated he has already spoken with individuals in the County who have 
indicated they will take care of the signs for us. The request to establish Allegany County as a 
Designated Purple Heart County was approved on a motion made by Legislator Stockin, 
seconded by Legislator Ricci, and carried. Prepare Resolution  
 
Insurance Settlement 
 
 Clerk of the Board Brenda Rigby Riehle stated on March 23, 2021, a County owned vehicle 
was in a motor vehicle accident, and the County was found at fault. Mrs. Riehle continued the 
County is looking to settle the claim and because it exceeds $5,000, she needs committee 
approval. The County plans to settle the claim with Shirley Whitesell for $6,359.36, which 
represents the actual cash value of the vehicle. Legislator Barnes asked if there were any injuries, 
and Mrs. Riehle stated, no. This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Graves, 
seconded by Legislator Harris, and carried. Refer to Clerk of the Board Brenda Rigby Riehle 
 
Model Code of Ethics for Local Governments 
 
 County Administrator Knapp referenced the model Code of Ethics for local governments 
that was previously distributed to the committee stating they began talking about this last fall, and 
it was suggested the County start reviewing ours. Administrator Knapp requested the committee 
refer this to County Attorney Donigan, Clerk of the Board Riehle, and her to review and make 
suggestions for our own local law. This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator 
Root, seconded by Legislator Harris, and carried. Refer to County Administrator Carissa 
Knapp, Clerk of the Board Brenda Rigby Riehle, and County Attorney Jeffrey Donigan 
 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 2:29 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Ricci, 
and carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Meghan Washer, Confidential Secretary  
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


