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RESOLUTION URGING NEW YORK STATE TO FUND THE PURCHASE OF 

ELECTRONIC POLL BOOKS FOR COUNTY BOARDS OF ELECTIONS 

 

WHEREAS, Counties, through local Boards of Elections, are responsible for managing 

election operations, and paying for all or most of the costs of these operations; and 

WHEREAS, In January, State Lawmakers have passed and the Governor has signed into 

law series of voting reforms to the New York State Election Law; and 

WHEREAS, These reforms include early voting, voter registration transfers, same day 

voter registrations, and pre-registering 16 and 17 year olds to vote; and  

WHEREAS, Implementing these reforms will require counties to purchase and use 

electronic polling books, estimated to cost up to $1 million per county; and 

WHEREAS, Despite their desire to improve voter turnout, state leaders have not invested 

in our voting system infrastructure in more than a decade; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, The Ontario County Board of Supervisors calls upon Governor Andrew M. 

Cuomo and the New York State Legislature to fund the electronic poll books that counties will 

have to purchase to effectively implement many of the state’s new voting reforms; and further 

RESOLVED, That the state fund the costs associated with the new reforms of which 

include equipment, education and training for poll workers; and further 

RESOLVED, That certified copies of this resolution be sent by the Clerk of this Board to 

Governor Andrew Cuomo, Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Assembly Speaker 

Carl Heastie, Assembly Minority Leader Brian Kolb, Senator Rich Funke and Senator Pamela 

Helming, and the New York State Association of Counties. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION URGING NEW YORK STATE TO FUND ALL COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 

NEW STATE-ENACTED VOTING REFORMS IMPLEMENTED AT THE COUNTY LEVEL 

 

WHEREAS, New York State has some of the lowest voter turnout rates in the nation; and 

WHEREAS, State Lawmakers have passed and the Governor has enacted a series of 

reforms to state election law and the voting process, including early voting, consolidating the 

federal and state primary dates, voter registration transfers, and same day voter registrations; and 

WHEREAS, Counties, through local Boards of Elections, are responsible for managing 

election operations, and paying for all or most of the costs of these operations; and 

WHEREAS, The State’s new early voting law requires counties to open polling sites for 

early voting for 10 days prior to any primary or general election, starting during the 2019 general 

election; and 

WHEREAS, Another state proposal would allow for same day voter registration, which 

would enable voting-age residents to register to vote and vote on election day, and 

WHEREAS, These reforms will likely require counties to purchase and use electronic 

polling books, and make other investments in their election systems; now, therefore, be it  

RESOLVED, The Ontario County Board of Supervisors calls upon Governor Andrew M. 

Cuomo, and the New York State Legislature to create a task force of state and local officials to 

determine the costs associated with implementing these voting reforms; and further 

RESOLVED, That the state fund the costs associated with the new reforms; and further 

RESOLVED, That certified copies of this resolution be sent by the Clerk of this Board to 

Governor Andrew Cuomo, Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Assembly Speaker 

Carl Heastie, Assembly Minority Leader Brian Kolb, Senator Rich Funke and Senator Pamela 

Helming, and the New York State Association of Counties. 
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Resolution Urging New York State to Fund the Purchase Electronic Poll 
Books for County Boards of Elections 

 
WHEREAS, counties, through local Boards of Elections, are responsible for managing 
election operations, and paying for all or most of the costs of these operations; and 
 
WHEREAS, in January, State Lawmakers have passed and the Governor has signed 
into law series of voting reforms to the New York State Election Law; and 
 
WHEREAS, these reforms include early voting, voter registration transfers, same day 
voter registrations, and pre-registering 16 and 17 year olds to vote;  
 
WHEREAS, implementing these reforms will require counties to purchase and use 
electronic polling books, estimated to cost up to $1 million per county; and 
 
WHEREAS, despite their desire to improve voter turnout, state leaders have not 
invested in our voting system infrastructure in more than a decade.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) calls upon Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State 
Legislature to fund the electronic poll books that counties will have to purchase to 
effectively implement many of the state’s new voting reforms;  
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the state fund the costs associated with the new 
reforms of which include equipment, education and training for poll workers; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, the New York State Board 
of Elections, and all others deemed necessary and proper.  
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Resolution Urging New York State to Fund all Costs Associated with New 
State-Enacted Voting Reforms Implemented at the County Level 

 
WHEREAS, New York State has some of the lowest voter turnout rates in the nation; 
and 
WHEREAS, State Lawmakers have passed and the Governor has enacted a series of 
reforms to state election law and the voting process, including early voting, 
consolidating the federal and state primary dates, voter registration transfers, and same 
day voter registrations; and 
WHEREAS, counties, through local Boards of Elections, are responsible for managing 
election operations, and paying for all or most of the costs of these operations; and 
WHEREAS, the State’s new early voting law requires counties to open polling sites for 
early voting for 10 days prior to any primary or general election, starting during the 
2019 general election; and 
WHEREAS, another state proposal would allow for same day voter registration, which 
would enable voting-age residents to register to vote and vote on election day, and 
WHEREAS, these reforms will likely require counties to purchase and use electronic 
polling books, and make other investments in their election systems. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) calls upon Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, and the New York State 
Legislature to create a task force of state and local officials to determine the costs 
associated with implementing these voting reforms; 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the state fund the costs associated with the new 
reforms; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, the New York State Board 
of Elections, and all others deemed necessary and proper.  


