
now seeking qualified candidates for:
public defender

About the Opportunity

Allegany County is now seeking 
qualified applicants for the position 
of County Public Defender.  The 
candidate must be a permanent 
resident of Allegany County at the 
time of appointment and must 
maintain county residency during 
the length of employment, as 
required by the New York State 
Public Officers Law.

Employment with Allegany County 
offers excellent benefits, including 
affordable health insurance 
and membership in the New 
York State retirement plan.  The 
Public Defender is appointed by 
the Allegany County Board of 
Legislators and serves a term of 
office coterminous with the Board.

About the Public 
Defender’s Office

The Public Defender shall 

represent, without charge:
• Each indigent defendant who 

is charged with a crime as 
defined in section 722 of the 
county law in Allegany County.  

• Any person entitled to 
counsel pursuant to section 
262 and section 1120 of the 
family court act and section 
407 of the surrogate’s court 
procedure act, or any person 
entitled to counsel pursuant to 
article six-C of the correction 
law, who is financially unable 
to obtain counsel. 

Responsibilities include:
• Provide counsel and represent 

the defendant at every stage 
of proceedings following their 
arrest.

• Direct the investigation, 
preparation and counsel of 
such person at every stage 
of the proceedings and shall 
initiate such proceedings as 
are necessary to protect the 

rights of such person and 
may prosecute any appeals if 
the facts and circumstances 
warrant such.  

• Assign professional, technical 
and clerical personnel in the 
investigation, preparation, 
conduct and appeal in any 
court proceedings involving 
indigent persons.  

• Supervise a staff of eight, 
including four Assistant Public 
Defenders

• Responsibility over a 
$1,250,000 annual budget

Qualifications

The candidate must have a license 
to practice law in New York State 
and is suggested to have five 
years of full-time experience in 
practicing penal law.

Apply

Please submit your resume, cover 
letter, references, and a copy of 
your attorney’s license to:

Carissa M. Knapp
Allegany County Administrator

7 Court Street
County Office Building, Room 

207
Belmont, NY 14813

APPLICATION DEADLINE: 
OCTOBER 8, 2021

VIEW FULL CAREER OPPORTUNITY

Live Deliberately.

https://www.alleganyco.com/wp-content/uploads/Career-Opportunity-Public-Defender-.pdf


About Allegany County

About Allegany County
Situated along the upper Genesee 
River and bordering Pennsylvania to 
the South, Allegany County, known as 
the Western NY Wilds, is a welcome 
retreat for visitors, residents, and 
businesses alike. 

Amidst our lush green forests and hills, 
you’ll discover a lifestyle that is safe, 
accessible, and affordable.

Learn more about how to Live 
Deliberately with us by visiting 
wnywilds.com.

Outdoor Experiences
Here, we believe that communing 
with nature brings out the best of 
our human nature.  In the Western 
NY Wilds, there’s no shortage of 
opportunities to experience the great 
outdoors for yourself - just take a 
step out your back door!  

The Western NY Wilds abounds 
with outdoor experiences; whether 

you’re seeking adventure on the back 
of an ATV, find excitement racing 
down our slopes on skis, or crave the 
calm of floating down the Genesee 
River, you’ll discover dozens of ways 
to experience the outdoors in the 
Western NY Wilds. 

There’s Art in our 
Nature
Art lives within our landscapes - from 
our lush green forests that come alive 
with color every fall to the artists and 
artisans that find the inspiration to 

create within our hills.

Allegany County is home to a vibrant 
community of artists and artisans.  A 
selection of these creators open up 
their studios every fall for the Allegany 
Artisans Studio Tour Weekend.

About Our Community
The Western NY Wilds are home to 
about 47,000 year-round residents, in 
addition to numerous second home 
owners. 

Families raising children prefer 
the safety and security of our 
small communities, where minimal 
distractions create more opportunities 
to be a family.  

As a part of the New York State 
Education System, our students 
benefit from small class sizes and  
receive an excellent public school 
education from highly-trained 
educators.  Parents also enjoy the 
option of two highly-ranked private 
school options, as well.

Whether you choose to locate in one 
of our 29 towns or 10 quaint villages, 
you’re never far from shopping and 
dining amenities or the outdoor 
experiences that keep us grounded.

About County 
Government
The Allegany County Legislature is 
made up of five districts, covering 
1035 square miles of wildly beautiful 
landscape.  Each district elects three 
representatives to serve a four year 
term on the Board of Legislators.  

Live Deliberately.

http://www.wnywilds.com
https://www.tallpinesatvpark.com/
https://www.tallpinesatvpark.com/
https://swain.com/
https://swain.com/
https://wnywilds.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/GeneseeRiverWildsAccessPointsD-Size.pdf
https://wnywilds.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/GeneseeRiverWildsAccessPointsD-Size.pdf
https://www.alleganyartisans.com/
https://www.alleganyartisans.com/

