
PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
June 16, 2021  

 
Members Present: D. Root, G. Barnes, J. Burdick, P. Curran, W. Dibble, D. Healy, J. Hopkins, 

J. Ricci, C. Crandall  
 
Others Present: D. Bigelow, B. Budinger, C. Clark, D. Decker, K. Dirlam, D. Fanton, K. Graves, 

G. Hanchett, B. Harris, S. Havey, K. Hooker, C. Knapp, R. Lynch, B. Reynolds, B. Riehle, 
T. Ross, P. Stockin, J. Swales, M. Washer 

 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 2:01 p.m. by Planning & Economic 

Development Committee Chair Debra Root. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

A motion was made by Legislator Dibble, seconded by Legislator Barnes, and carried to 
approve the May 19, 2021, Planning & Economic Development Committee minutes. 
 
EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING 
 

Employment and Training Director Reita Sobeck-Lynch attended the meeting and 
submitted her monthly report to the committee for review. Mrs. Lynch stated their front door traffic 
has increased twice as much since last month, and they are spending a lot of time communicating 
with customers, sending out job leads, noting that every Monday they have their job board.  

 
Unemployment 
 
 Mrs. Lynch followed up on Legislator Barnes’ question last month regarding whether or 
not individuals who are refusing to return to work are cut off from receiving unemployment 
benefits. Mrs. Lynch stated if a business requests their employee to return to work and they 
refuse, the business notifies the Department of Labor that they made a job offer and were refused. 
Mrs. Lynch noted if an individual is unemployed for 10 weeks, they are technically required to 
take a job offer or risk losing their benefits. 
 
Summer Youth Employment Program 
 
 Mrs. Lynch stated they received 130 applications for the Summer Youth Employment 
Program. Of the 130 applications, 100 were eligible, 7 withdrew, and there were 62 worksite 
placements that will start on July 5.  
 
Veterans  
 

Legislator Healy thanked Mrs. Lynch for her continuation of supporting our Veterans who 
are near and dear to his heart. Mr. Healy asked what kind of outreach Mrs. Lynch does in the 
community to provide those services. Mrs. Lynch stated that Veterans’ Service Agency Director 
Mike Hennessy is a very good resource, and they also have a Veteran’s representative that will 
be coming back into the office once a week which prevents them from having to travel to Olean 
for assistance. Mrs. Lynch noted that of the five veterans they are working with, four are actively 
looking for work, and the last is applying for SSI benefits. 

 
High School Graduates 
 
 Legislator Barnes asked if there are unskilled jobs being filled by our recent high school 
graduates, noting the struggles restaurants have been experiencing filling jobs. Mrs. Lynch stated 
while she doesn’t know how lucrative it is, the job market is very good for youth. There is also a 
work experience program year round for those ages 16 to 24, and Employment & Training is also 
working with Genesee Valley this year for youth not attending college. Mrs. Lynch noted they 
have a very good network with the guidance counselors at Genesee Valley. Legislator Fanton 
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noted this is the first time Public Works has ever had a problem filling our summer help jobs at 
the County. 
 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
 
 Planning Director Kier Dirlam attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to 
the committee for review. Mr. Dirlam briefly highlighted the following items from his monthly report: 
 
Broadband 
 

Mr. Dirlam referenced the new program that would force all last mile providers to provide 
low income households with $15/month broadband stating the federal judge has ruled that NY 
cannot force internet providers to offer low income internet for $15/month.   

 
Community Technical Assistance 
 
 Mr. Dirlam stated they continue to work with the Town of Amity and Village of Belmont on 
a Town and Village Comprehensive Plan. The strategic plan will be finalized by the end of the 
month, and they will then take some time off so they can move on to working with Alfred State 
students on their Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan efforts. 
 
 Mr. Dirlam stated they continue to work with the Town of Willing brain storming and 
prepping them for their Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan, noting they are also interested in 
exploring green energy projects.  
 
Genesee River Wilds Annual Float 
 
 Mr. Dirlam stated that Genesee River Wilds is planning their annual float on the Genesee 
River from Wellsville to Amity for Saturday, June 26. This year’s event will have a post float event 
with live music and a food truck available from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Amity River Access 
Site.  
 
Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan Meetings 
 
 Mr. Dirlam stated that Ingalls Planning will be doing a “roadshow” July 13 through July 21 
at 4:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. at each municipality to gather public input. Mr. Dirlam encouraged 
Legislators to attend meetings within their district, and he will be sending out official notices soon.  
 
Wildlife Management Area 
 
 Legislator Healy asked if the state forest planned on the Genesee River has been 
cancelled. Mr. Dirlam stated, yes, NYS took a little too long in their process, and the landowner 
couldn’t wait any longer. They received an offer they couldn’t refuse and moved on. Mr. Dirlam 
continued there is a new site on the western side of the river in the Town of Willing that is going 
to be a wildlife management area.  
 
TOURISM DEPARTMENT 
  
 Greater Allegany County Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Gretchen Hanchett 
attended the meeting and submitted her monthly report to the committee for review. Ms. Hanchett 
briefly discussed events from her monthly report.  
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Fresh Air Adventures 
 
 Ms. Hanchett stated their collaboration with Fresh Air Adventures is going well, and they 
are starting to see the blogs going up. Ms. Hanchett continued they slowly but surely are putting 
information up on their site which is opening up a huge target for the County. Ms. Hanchett 
continued that Letchworth State Park’s map that is handed out to a million visitors now features 
the Fresh Air Adventures website, which the County is now a part of. Ms. Hanchett noted she has 
been getting requests for travel guides from that website so she is happy they decided to move 
forward with that collaboration.  
 
AGLOW 
 
 Ms. Hanchett stated what used to be referred to as the GLOW Region will now be called 
AGLOW to include Allegany, Genesee, Livingston, Orleans, and Wyoming counties who are 
dedicated to promoting our rich tourism assets while working collaboratively to create an 
environment that leads to the success and economic prosperity of the AGLOW Region through 
visitor spending. Committee Chair Root asked if NYS recognizes that we should be a part of this 
group. Ms. Hanchett stated, yes, and while they won’t change it now, next year they’ll put it into a 
different regional campaign, and get their approval to move forward. Mrs. Root asked if Ms. 
Hanchett agrees that we have a lot more in common with this group. Ms. Hanchett stated, yes; 
we should have been doing this a while ago.  
 
I Love NY Funds 
 
 Ms. Hanchett stated they received their RFP for I Love NY Funds, and they anticipate 
receiving $28,000 that the County will match. Ms. Hanchett continued she has now included an 
overview on her monthly report that highlights how these funds will be utilized. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 
 Allegany County Development and Industrial Development Agency Executive Director 
Craig Clark attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to the committee for review. 
Dr. Clark highlighted the following items from his monthly report: 
 
Travel Center 
 
 Dr. Clark stated the travel center is doing very well, and he continues to talk to the hotel 
developer. Dr. Clark continued there is now a second hotel developer interested that he will be 
meeting with next week, and between the two, he hopes something comes to fruition. Dr. Clark 
noted that a lot of hotel developers are still trying to dig out of what happened during the pandemic. 
 
Wellsville Business Park 
 
 Dr. Clark stated there was a nice event recently put on at the Wellsville Business Park to 
introduce the new owners, adding there are potential projects they hope to land for that facility.  
 
Great Lakes Cheese 
 
 Dr. Clark stated they continue to work with Great Lakes Cheese to keep them in the 
County; however, the potential isn’t as high as the Crossroads site, but they aren’t giving up. 
 
Clean Energy Projects 
 
 Dr. Clark stated they have closed on 7 of the 13 small solar projects that are estimated to 
be worth $40 million. Legislator Harris asked if Dr. Clark has had conversations regarding the 



Planning & Economic Development 
June 16, 2021 

Page 4 of 4 
 

potential solar project in Alfred. Dr. Clark stated the company has contacted him a couple of times, 
and once they can get into the U.S., they are going to sit down and talk to the IDA.  
 
Renewal of Alfred State Contract 
 

Administrator Knapp requested a resolution approving the one-year renewal of an 
agreement with the State University of New York College of Technology at Alfred to provide 
assistance for the development and implementation of an economic and industrial development 
program for Allegany County with an emphasis on attracting new businesses and industries to 
locate within the County and promoting the expansion of existing businesses and industries. This 
request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Barnes, seconded by Legislator Curran, 
and carried. (Opposed: W. Dibble, J. Ricci) Prepare Resolution 
 
Turnpike Road 
 
 Legislator Dibble referenced the scenic bi-way project that will get people off the 
expressway and traveling across the County. Mr. Dibble stated the project is moving forward, 
adding it’s a good project to get people to visit our County. Legislator Dibble also recognized the 
first 1810 Turnpike Road sign that was being displayed in the Legislative Chambers.  
  
Adjournment 
 

There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 2:32 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Dibble, seconded by Legislator Hopkins, 
and carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Meghan Washer, Confidential Secretary 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


