
 
PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

March 18, 2020 
 
Members Present: G. Barnes, D. Root, J. Burdick, P. Curran, W. Dibble, D. Healy, J. Hopkins, 

J. Ricci  
 
Others Present: T. Boyde, B. Budinger, C. Clark, C. Crandall, D. Decker, S. Decker, K. Dirlam, 

D. Fanton, K. Graves, B. Harris, S. Havey, K. Hooker (arrived 2:28 p.m.), C. Knapp, R. Lynch, 
B. Riehle, T. Ross, P. Stockin, R. Wilkins 

 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Planning & Economic 

Development Committee Chair Debra Root. 

 Due to the COVID-19 virus, department heads were asked to refrain from attending the 
meeting unless they required a resolution or other action. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

A motion was made by Legislator Dibble, seconded by Legislator Curran, and carried to 
approve the Planning & Economic Development Committee minutes of February 19, 2020. 

 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
 
 Planning Director Kier Dirlam attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to 
the committee for review. Mr. Dirlam distributed a Coronavirus (COVID-19) Impact Planning 
Report he received from GIS software company Esri.  The report gave demographical information 
for our area including age, income, availability of health insurance, and other important factors.   
 
 Mr. Dirlam stated that he hasn’t been able to do a lot of his typical work as his department 
is busy with updating the County website with information regarding COVID-19.  They’ve built a 
new page to organize all press releases and information in one place.  The challenge is getting 
everyone including departments, towns, villages, and schools to remember to send their 
information.  Legislator Root remarked on the importance of the website and having the most up-
to-date information.  She suggested developing a plan for how the data will be updated.  Someone 
needs to be designated to make sure things are being updated.  Mr. Dirlam indicated that the 
Health Department has been given access to update the testing result information.  Clerk of the 
Board Brenda Rigby Riehle stated that she has included Mr. Dirlam in every press release that 
her office has distributed.  County Administrator Carissa Knapp said that she’s grateful the 
Planning Department can do this.  Legislator Root stated that if you’re going to have a place to 
report data it needs to be updated three times per day.  Legislator Dibble asked if anyone had 
decided who was going to be in charge of making sure the updates get done.  Mr. Dirlam stated 
that the webpage was just put together yesterday.  Legislator Root reiterated that a process needs 
to be established.  Legislator Dibble said that it needs to be determined who is going to maintain 
it.  Legislator Root said that she feels if we can’t keep the data current, it should be taken down 
until we are able to.  Mr. Dirlam stated that the Health Department is going to work to keep it 
updated.  Legislator Healy suggested that the page include a date and time of when it was last 
updated.     
 
NYS Census 2020 Complete Outreach Grant Funds   
  
 Mr. Dirlam requested a resolution authorizing the County to enter into a contract with NYS 
Empire State Development in order to receive a NYS Census 2020 Complete Count Outreach 
Grant in the amount of $105,079.  Allegany County would serve as recipient/grantee and Allegany 
Office of Planning will administer the grant.  The resolution would authorize the acceptance and 
appropriation of the award funding as follows: 
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 Appropriation:       Amount: 
 A8030.492 (Census 2020 Outreach – Contractual)  $105,079 
 
 Revenue: 
 A8030.3989.CENS (State Aid – Census 2020 Outreach) $105, 079   
 
 This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Dibble, seconded by 
Legislator Healy, and carried. Refer to Ways & Means   
 
Office Aide Position 
 
 Planning Director Kier Dirlam requested permission to fill one temporary full-time position 
of Office Aide (Section IV Salary Plan) in the Office of Planning for a period of twelve weeks.   The 
hourly rate for this position is estimated between $11.80 and $15 and is funded 100 percent with 
County funds.  Mr. Dirlam stated that a young man from Alfred State with an architectural 
background is interested in working with the department this summer.  Mr. Dirlam assumes he 
will be returning in May.  This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Dibble, 
seconded by Legislator Burdick, and carried.  Refer to Ways & Means    
 
County Planning Board 
 
 Mr. Dirlam requested permission to be authorized to take action on behalf of the County 
Planning Board in instances where a quorum is unable to be met.  Section 239 of the New York 
State General Municipal Law allows the County to authorize the County Planning Director or 
County Administrator to take action on behalf of the County Planning Board.  Legislator Dibble 
asked if there had been an issue with getting a quorum.  Legislator Fanton asked for further 
explanation on why this is needed.  Mr. Dirlam explained that there are at least five solar/wind 
projects that will be coming through the Planning Board.  If this isn’t passed, then those projects 
will automatically be approved.  Legislator Dibble asked if the County Administrator could approve 
these.  Mr. Dirlam stated that other counties are authorizing their County Planner to do so.  
Legislator Graves asked if the County Administrator or County Attorney had an opportunity to 
review this.  Mr. Dirlam stated he sent it out a week ago but he’s not sure if he included the County 
Administrator and County Attorney.  Legislator Graves stated he would like to see a stipulation 
added that it be subject to the review and recommendation by the County Attorney.  The request 
was approved on a motion made by Legislator Healy, seconded by Legislator Burdick, and 
carried.  Prepare Resolution    
 
EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING 
 

Employment and Training Director Reita Sobeck-Lynch attended the meeting and 
submitted her monthly report to the committee for review.  Ms. Sobeck-Lynch remarked that 
they’ve had a lot of calls regarding unemployment.  The Buffalo unemployment office usually 
receives around 2,000 calls per day.  Today they received 21,000 calls by noon.  The County 
Employment and Training Office received calls today from individuals who work for 
Siemens/Dresser-Rand.  They are starting layoffs.  The good news is that the Trade Act was 
certified so these people will be able to receive benefits.  Legislator Hopkins asked if this is 
something that should go on the County website if it’s COVID-19 related.  Ms. Sobeck-Lynch 
stated that she had sent the information to Mr. Dirlam. 
 
Summer Youth Employment & Training Counselor 
 
 Employment and Training Director Reita Sobeck-Lynch requested permission to fill one 
temporary full-time Summer Youth Employment & Training Counselor position (Non-Union, 
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$15/hour).  This position is responsible for the counseling, coordination of services, as well as the 
documentation and monitoring of 65 youth at approximately 35 work sites throughout the County.  
The annual salary for this position is $5,040 with benefits estimated at $1,411.  This position is 
funded 100 percent with Federal funds.  Ms. Sobeck-Lynch stated that this is a position they fill 
each year.  If they don’t receive TANF funding they won’t fill the position.  The request was 
approved on a motion made by Legislator Dibble, seconded by Legislator Hopkins, and carried.  
Refer to Ways & Means   
 
TOURISM DEPARTMENT 
  
 Greater Allegany County Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Gretchen Hanchett 
was unable to attend the meeting, but submitted her monthly report to the committee for review.  
Legislator Hopkins asked for more information on the Art in Our Nature Program.  Legislator 
Havey said that it’s a campaign to emphasize the Western NY Wilds.  The team working on it is 
the development team that meets every couple of weeks.  Legislator Root stated that a press 
release about this has gone out.  She encouraged everyone to visit the Western NY Wilds 
Facebook page where you can see all of the campaigns.  Legislator Root pointed out a typo on 
the dinner invitation that had been sent out.  Legislator Hopkins and Legislator Havey both 
remarked that things should be proofread before they go out.    
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 
 Allegany County Development and Industrial Development Agency Executive Director 
Craig Clark attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to the committee for review.  
Dr. Clark thanked everyone for attending the celebration at the new Quicklee’s location at the 
Crossroads development site.  Board Chairman Crandall asked if work was continuing at 
Quicklee’s.  Dr. Clark said he would be calling next week.  In the past two days it didn’t look like 
anyone was working on site.  He also shared that Curtis Wright will be staying at PM Research.  
Legislator Healy asked if the facility Curtis Wright is using is leased from the IDA.  Dr. Clark 
indicated that it is.  Legislator Barnes asked if the progress with hotel development is still 
progressing.  Dr. Clark stated that the developer he’s been working with is still interested.  Things 
are just slowing down with everything that’s going on currently.         
 
Broadband Update 
 
 Kier Dirlam stated that a letter has been submitted to the feds but there is nothing new on 
that.   
 
New Business 
 
 Legislator Dibble asked about maps of opportunity zones.  Mr. Dirlam stated part of 
Wellsville and Alfred are the areas within that.  It’s more of a tax rebate issue.  Mr. Dirlam stated 
our immediate concern is our small businesses and what we can do to help them.  The state and 
federal government are considering helping.  He said the opportunity zone is a federal program 
that we had no say in.  Legislator Dibble said there must be a map showing where the acreage 
is.  Dr. Clark stated there is a map available online.   
 
 Legislator Harris asked Mr. Dirlam if he knew anything about the Census.  Mr. Dirlam 
stated he knows someone who works for the Census.  They are still going out to houses.  They 
don’t want to send the survey to a post office box.   
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Adjournment 
 

There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 2:35 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Stockin, seconded by Legislator Ricci, 
and carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Sarah M. Decker, Journal Clerk 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


