
 

 

PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

December 15, 2021  

 

Members Present: D. Root, G. Barnes, J. Burdick, P. Curran, W. Dibble, D. Healy, J. Hopkins, 
J. Ricci, C. Crandall 

 

Others Present: T. Boyde, B. Budinger, C. Clark, A. Cyr, D. Decker, K. Demick, D. Fanton, 
Gordon, K. Graves, G. Hanchett, B. Harris, S. Havey, K. Hooker, C. Knapp, T. Linn, R. 
Lynch, T. Miner, Reynolds, B. Riehle, B. Reynolds, J. Ricketts-Swales, T. Ross, P. Stockin  

 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Planning & Economic 
Development Committee Chair Debra Root. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator Dibble, and carried to 
approve the November 17, 2021, Planning & Economic Development Committee minutes. 

 

EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING 

 

Employment and Training Director Reita Sobeck-Lynch attended the meeting and 
submitted her monthly report to the committee for review.  Ms. Lynch briefly highlighted items 
from her report.  Legislator Healy highlighted the two veterans receiving services.  Legislator 
Hopkins asked for details regarding the Certified Alcohol and Substance Abuse Counselor 
certification.  Ms. Lynch stated that a Bachelor Degree is required in order to qualify for the 
training, and that it is a self-directed course that can be completed within two years.  Ms. Lynch 
thanked Chairman Crandall, Legislator Dibble, Legislator Decker, Legislator Hopkins, and 
Legislator Graves for their service. 

 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

 

 Planning Director Kier Dirlam attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to 
the committee for review.   

 

Town of Willing Survey 

 

Mr. Dirlam highlighted the Town of Willing Survey, stating that the community expressed 
some concerns regarding comparisons of people residing full-time, and those who own property 
but do not reside year round.  Mr. Dirlam stated that another concern was that people over age 
55 skewed the data because 2/3 of responses came from that age group.  Mr. Dirlam stated that 
the report from the survey ended up being much larger, and this data could be used for 
determining future programming; such as wind power, large or small scale solar power, and ATV 
use within the community.  Mr. Dirlam stated that one of the most interesting points with the results 
were that many respondents were in favor of land use controls.  

 

County Planning Board 

 

Mr. Dirlam stated that the County Planning Board meeting scheduled for December 15, 
2021, at 7:00 p.m., will now be held via Zoom due to the Governor’s mask initiative, and he would 
send a Zoom link to anyone wishing to watch it.  
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COVID-19 Response 

 

 Mr. Dirlam stated that they are continuing to be very active with COVID-19 outreach on 
behalf of the Health Department.  Mr. Dirlam stated that they are in discussions with the Health 
Department to update the dashboard, and he will have an update next month. 

 

Websites and Tour Guide 

 

 Mr. Dirlam stated that the new 2022 Tour Guide is approximately 80 percent complete.  
Mr. Dirlam stated that the Tour Guide project began with Josiah Brown in the Chamber, and the 
Planning Department became involved in November 2021.  Mr. Dirlam stated that they intend to 
complete the new guides by the end of the year, and they will come out some time in January 
2022.  Mr. Dirlam stated that the Tour Guide is set up much differently, which will force them to 
update the Western New York Wilds Website as well. 

 

I Love NY Grant for 2022 

 

 Mr. Dirlam stated that they are finishing up items needed for the I Love NY Grant for 2022, 
which is due Monday, December 20, 2021. 

 

Consolidated Funding Application Results 

 

 Mr. Dirlam stated that Allegany County did not apply for any grants through the 
Consolidated Funding Application Program.  Mr. Dirlam stated that the Allegany County Soil and 
Water District had three applications approved for Caneadea Creek, Council House Road, and 
Dyke Creek for $30,000 each.  Mr. Dirlam stated that several towns have funding available as 
follows: 

 

Town of Friendship – Sanitary Sewer Assessment - $30,000 

Village of Alfred – Collections System Study - $30,000 

Village of Andover – Drinking Water Improvement Project - $1,250,000 

Village of Bolivar – Phase 3 Collections System Study - $100,000 

Village of Bolivar – Waste Water System UV Disinfection - $1,250,000  

Village of Cuba – I & I Reduction Wet Weather Management Plan - $30,000 

 

 Mr. Dirlam stated that although these $30,000 projects do not seem substantial, they lay 
the foundation to be able to apply for the actual projects so that we will see some of these projects 
take the next step in 2022 and 2023.  Committee Chair Root stated they have received 
approximately $2.78 million for all of these projects this year. 

 

Wild Souls, Wild Places 

 

 Mr. Dirlam stated that the results continue to be very positive for the Wild Souls, Wild 
Places program and gave several statistics below: 

 

 Total reach increased 59 percent  

 Total number of clicks increased 28.5 percent 

 Paid Facebook ads accounted for 38 percent of total website traffic from the Western New 
York Wilds,  https://wnywilds.com/ website 

 Organic traffic (when someone types Western New York Wilds into a search engine) 
accounts for 35.5 percent of traffic in the last three months 

https://wnywilds.com/
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 “Meet Steve” video played 

 

Mr. Dirlam ended with thanking the retiring Board members for their service, and that it 
was his pleasure working with them. 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

 
Allegany County Development and Industrial Development Agency Executive Director 

Craig Clark attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to the committee for review. 
Dr. Clark briefly highlighted his monthly report noting the following:  

   

Crossroads Development 

 

 Dr. Clark thanked the full Board for their support of the economic development funds.  Dr. 
Clark stated that just by noting that we have that funding available, three more developers are 
planning to do some site development.  Dr. Clark stated that Clark Patterson is continuing to 
prepare their initial review of the site.  Dr. Clark stated that he had talked with the owner of 
Quicklee’s as well, and he is very pleased with how things are going, and excited for future 
development.  Legislator Barnes stated that both Olean and Hornell have had success with new 
hotels and asked if that is a hindrance to the Crossroads site.  Dr. Clark stated that it is neutral 
because of the locations, but that the Hilton brand will not allow another Hampton Inn, but the 
hotel that is missing in the area is the Holiday Inn Express, which is a different brand and this will 
actually help.  Legislator Healy asked if developers are asking about specific brands for hotels or 
potential restaurants.  Dr. Clark stated, no. 

 

River Walk Plaza 
 
 Legislator Healy asked for an update on the River Walk Plaza in Wellsville.  Dr. Clark 
stated that there has been no new progress. 
 
Tracewell Building 
 

Legislator Healy asked for an update on the Tracewell Building in Cuba.  Dr. Clark stated 
that there has been no new progress.  Legislator Healy stated that the Tracewell building was 
designed for electronics production and is one of the nicest factories he has ever been inside.  
Legislator Barnes asked if the building being owned by the Seneca Nation is a hindrance.  Dr. 
Clark stated, no, that they have a good relationship with them and have had no issues showing 
the building.  Legislator Barnes asked if there is a design issue with the building.  Dr. Clark stated, 
no, that they have shown the building a number of times, but the biggest issue is the location and 
supply chain availability.   

 
Dr. Clark ended with thanking the retiring Board members for their service and wished 

them well. 
 
New Business 
 

Legislator Ricci suggested that any Business Cards for Allegany County should include 
the WNY Wilds brand on the back of the cards.  Mr. Dirlam stated that had been discussed and 
designed, and he intends to reach out to the Clerk of the Board for the next batch.  Mr. Dirlam 
stated that the front is the standard Allegany County logo, and the back is the new WNY Wilds 
logo, and he can send the design to other departments as needed.  Committee Chair Root stated 
that this will really help to link Allegany County with the Western New York Wilds branding. 
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Adjournment 

 

There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 2:33 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Ricci, seconded by Legislator Hopkins, 
and carried. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Tiffany Linn, Confidential Secretary 

Allegany County Board of Legislators 


