
 
PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

January 15, 2020 
 
Members Present: D. Root, G. Barnes, J. Burdick, P. Curran, W. Dibble, D. Healy, J. Hopkins, 

J. Ricci, C. Crandall 
 
Others Present: D. Bigelow, D. Decker, M. Denhoff, K. Dirlam, D. Fanton, K. Graves, R. Hall, G. 

Hanchett, S. Havey, B. Harris, C. Jones, C. Knapp, R. Lynch, B. Riehle, T. Ross, P. 
Stockin, M. Washer 

 
Media Present: C. Potter – The Spectator 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 2:09 p.m. by Planning & Economic 

Development Committee Chair Debra Root. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

A motion was made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator Barnes, and carried to 
approve the Planning & Economic Development Committee minutes of December 18, 2019. 

 
TOURISM DEPARTMENT 
  
 Greater Allegany County Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Gretchen Hanchett 
attended the meeting and submitted her monthly report to the committee for review. Ms. Hanchett 
briefly discussed activities, and upcoming projects as well as upcoming events listed in her report.  
 
Travel Guide 
 
 Ms. Hanchett distributed the 2020 spring, fall, and winter travel guides as well as the 
tourism matters brochure. Ms. Hanchett stated that $71,819,000 was spent in 2018 by tourists in 
Allegany County, noting that over the last 8 years, tourist spending has increased over 30 percent.    
 
Western NY Wilds Brand 
 
 Legislator Healy asked if the funds received to promote tourism outside the County could 
be used on magnetic bumper stickers with the new Western NY Wilds logo. Ms. Hanchett 
indicated they would not qualify under the I Love NY funding as there are certain types of 
marketing allowed and disposable items are not one of them. Legislator Healy questioned if 
magnetic items would be considered disposable. Ms. Hanchett noted that if they were to use I 
Love NY funds for a bumper sticker, it would have to include the I Love NY logo as well. Committee 
Chair Root stated that it’s a great idea to get our name outside of the County, and while they may 
not be able to use I Love NY funding, there are unrestricted funds that could be used.  
 
 Constituent Casey Jones addressed the committee and stated that looking at the 
promotional campaign, while really nice with graphics and presentation, he was completely 
shocked to see that Allegany County does not appear in the logo and material, adding there is a 
video that also does not mention Allegany County. Mr. Jones continued that he understands there 
is confusion with the many locations with the same name as Allegany; however, he feels it will be 
more confusing to not indicate exactly where the Western NY Wilds is located. Committee Chair 
Root stated they have had the same conversation with their marketing team, and they are working 
on how to incorporate the use of both logos. Ms. Root continued that at this point it is important 
to get across that we are the Western NY Wilds. Legislator Curran referred to the travel guides 
stating that every page references Allegany County, and he does not see where there would be 
any confusion. Legislator Hopkins requested that Mr. Jones direct his concerns to the marketing 
team working on this project as a committee meeting is not the appropriate place. Legislator 
Hopkins then congratulated everyone on the County’s new branding, stating it’s a great direction 
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for us to go in. Committee Chair Root thanked the team who worked hard on this as well as Ms. 
Hanchett for all of the work she has been doing. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 
 Allegany County Economic Developer and Industrial Development Agency Executive 
Director Craig Clark attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to the committee for 
review. Dr. Clark briefly highlighted ongoing projects as well as upcoming events. 
 
Crossroads Development 
 

Dr. Clark stated that dirt is flying at the new fueling station, adding the building permit was 
received on Monday, and they began digging the next day. There is a partially signed agreement 
with the hotel developer, and once it is official, Dr. Clark will be making that announcement. 
Legislator Hopkins congratulated Dr. Clark on this project making progress stating it has been a 
lot of long and hard work to get to this point. Committee Chair Root stated that we don’t take 
enough time to celebrate our successes, noting the ground work at the Crossroads development 
is a big event.  
 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
 
 Planning Director Kier Dirlam attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to 
the committee for review.  Mr. Dirlam briefly highlighted current projects and upcoming events 
listed in his report.  
 
Shared Services Plan 
 
 Mr. Dirlam distributed the approved 2019 County Wide Shared Services Tax Savings Plan, 
noting it was also submitted to NYS the same day. Mr. Dirlam acknowledged and thanked Michelle 
Denhoff for all of her hard work on this plan as well as Alfred’s comprehensive plan. Legislator 
Burdick also thanked Ms. Denhoff and Mr. Dirlam for their work on Alfred’s comprehensive plan 
stating without them it never would have been accomplished.  
 
Planning Board Dinner 
 
 Mr. Dirlam stated the annual dinner will be held Wednesday, January 15, at Moonwinks 
at 6:00 p.m. with former Senator Cathy Young as the guest speaker. A special Planning Board 
meeting will be held Wednesday, January 22, at 7:00 p.m. to conduct regular business.  
 
Training Session 
 
 Mr. Dirlam announced a training that will be held Wednesday, March 25, at 6:00 p.m. at 
the BOCES Center in Belmont. The topic will be “FOIL and Open Meetings Law,” and Mr. Dirlam 
encouraged attendance.  
 
Local Waterfront Revitalization Grant 
 
 Mr. Dirlam stated they were recently notified that they received the local waterfront 
revitalization grant in the amount of $150,000. This will be an 18-month project that will entail 
almost all towns and villages along the Genesee River.  
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EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING DEPARTMENT 
 

Employment and Training Director Reita Sobeck-Lynch attended the meeting and 
submitted her monthly report to the committee for review. Ms. Lynch stated December was a slow 
month; however, they have started the new year out busy. 
 
Facebook Page 
 
 Committee Chair Root asked Ms. Lynch to briefly discuss their new Facebook page. Ms. 
Lynch stated they have more views and shares on their page than they ever imagined. Ms. Lynch 
continued that each week they write down hot jobs that are available on a white board, take a 
picture of it and post it to the page, adding those posts are then shared all over Facebook.  
 
Senior Employment & Training Counselor 
 
 Ms. Lynch requested permission to fill one full-time Senior Employment & Training 
Counselor (AFSCME, Grade 17, Step: Base – Step 7) and all subsequent positions including 
hiring from the outside. This position is responsible for performing duties as outlined in the contract 
with the Department of Social Services and the Workforce Development Board. The annual salary 
of this position is estimated between $41,742 and $52,409 with benefits estimated between 
$17,845 and $22,405. This position is funded 30 percent with Federal funds and 70 percent with 
DSS funds. This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by 
Legislator Dibble, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
 
Appointment of Employment & Training Director 
 
 A motion was made by Legislator Burdick, seconded by Legislator Dibble, and carried to 
reappoint Reita Sobeck-Lynch as Employment & Training Director for a three-year term 
commencing February 29, 2020 (normally March 1), and expiring February 28, 2023. Prepare 
Resolution 
 
Planning Board Appointments 
 

A motion was made by Legislator Dibble, seconded by Legislator Curran, and carried to 
reappoint Jon Gorton (District V, Grove), Aaron Dale Foster (District IV, Wellsville), and Valerie 
Perkins (District I, Caneadea) as members of the Allegany County Planning Board for a three-
year term effective January 1, 2020, and expiring December 31, 2022. In addition, Chairman 
Crandall plans to appoint Jason Isaman (District III, Bolivar) for a new three-year term effective 
January 1, 2020, and expiring December 31, 2022. Prepare Resolution 

 
Planning Board Ex-Officio Appointments 
 

A motion was made by Legislator Healy, seconded by Legislator Burdick, and carried to 
appoint Justin Henry, Public Works Superintendent, Almond, Terri L. Ross, County Treasurer, 
Angelica, and Philip G. Stockin, Ways & Means Committee Chairman, Houghton as ex-officio 
members to the Planning Board. Prepare Resolution 
 
Recommendations from the Allegany County Trails Task Force 
 
 Committee Chair Root stated they have discussed putting together a County-wide steering 
committee; however, they are not ready yet. She hopes to come back with something at the 
February meeting.  
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Broadband Update 
 
 Mr. Dirlam stated that the Broadband Task Force has not met since the last update was 
given, and there is nothing new to report at this time.  
 
911 Enumeration Project 
 

Dispatcher Russ Hall attended the meeting to provide an update on the 911 Enumeration 
project. Mr. Hall distributed an updated report of his progress stating he is currently working in the 
town of Scio at the Breezy Point Campsite. Mr. Hall noted that all snowmobile trails have been 
added to the 911 map to help 911 Dispatch locate anyone who may be injured easier. 
 
Adjournment 
 

There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 2:56 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Dibble, seconded by Legislator Ricci, and 
carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Meghan Washer, Confidential Secretary to Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


