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Legislative District 5 
 

Town of Alfred - Village of Alfred 
Sunday, April 5, 2020 
Joint Statement: Alfred Village, Volunteer Fire and EMS, Alfred University, and Alfred 
State College 
Alfred Organizations Coordinating Coronavirus Response 
Even when the coronavirus outbreak was just beginning, leaders in Alfred have been active 
in communication and planning. For Alfred’s two institutions of higher education, 
communications to students, faculty, and staff began in January with news of the medical 
threat. The Village, Volunteer Fire and EMS, Alfred University (AU), and Alfred State 
College (ASC) began meeting to coordinate information and strategies related to the 
coronavirus March 9. 
During these stressful times, communication and transparency of information are critical. 
All four Alfred organizations are committed to making relevant health information available 
to the public. 
Leaders from all four groups are working in concert to continually interpret guidance from 
multiple and sometimes conflicting sources. These agencies including Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), National Institutes of Health (NIH), Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA), the White House, governor’s office, New York State 
Department of Health (DOH), and both Allegany County and Steuben County DOH. By 
pooling our expertise, we believe we are better able to serve our community. 
Village of Alfred Mayor Becky Prophet states, “Since March 9, the Village of Alfred has been 
working to coordinate information of the highest possible quality with and through A.E. 
Crandall Hook and Ladder (AEC), Alfred University and Alfred State College.  We have 
garnered information from one another, Allegany County Department of Health, and New 
York State Department of Health.  On Saturday March 14, I declared a state of emergency, 
with the advice and in the presence of AEC Chief and Incident Commander, Paul Weaver 
and Village Trustee and Public Information Officer Caitlin Brown.  The declaration of the 
State Emergency for the Village of Alfred asks all employees of both colleges, residents, and 
visitors to follow the protocols issued by the state of New York for slowing or preventing the 
spread of COVID-19.  Since the moment of declaration, Prophet, Weaver, and Brown have 
been in regular contact through text and email to keep the public informed.  Updates are 
posted daily at www.AlfredNY.org and some information is transmitted to residents who 
may not have access to digital resources.  We are also working to keep up morale during the 
‘stay home’ edicts.  Join Alfred cacophony every night at 7:00 p.m. for two minutes of 
excited and thrilling noise making; and participate in the upcoming chalk drawings that will 
become Art Walk on April 16.” 
Alfred’s Fire Chief Paul Weaver states, “The A.E. Crandall Hook & Ladder Company (AEC), 
which provides fire and EMS services to Alfred, began preparations in February, by placing 
orders for supplies and conducting training specific to infectious diseases; this training and 
preparation continues as new information and protocols are pushed out by Federal, State 
and Regional health agencies. AEC also coordinated with the County Office of Emergency 
Services and neighboring EMS agencies to ensure clear information flow and distribution of 
supplies.” 
Alfred University’s President Mark Zupan states, “Alfred University, Alfred State College, 
and the Village of Alfred are, in many ways, a single community. As such, in a time of crisis 
like the one facing us now, we are made stronger by working together, sharing information 
and combining our resources. It is vitally important to the safety of all members of our 
shared community that we remain consistent in our communications and in the steps we 
take in our response to the COVID-19 outbreak.” 
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Alfred State College President Dr. Skip Sullivan stated, “Before students left for spring break 
March 6, planning was well underway. In quick order, faculty and staff had to truly reinvent 
the college to continue learning exclusively now online. With every program at ASC 
including applied learning and hands-on experience, the conversion to online was not quick 
nor easy. My hats off to the ingenuity of faculty and staff for overcoming obstacles to make 
this happen. I’m also proud of all students and parents for adjusting to these changes during 
stressful and difficult times. We live in a time of uncertainty and fear. We counter it with our 
commitment to clear and frequent communication to help Pioneers stay strong and to 
strengthen the entire Alfred community by working together.” 
To coordinate responses, the Incident Command System (ICS) is enacted for all four 
organizations. ICS is the emergency management structure developed by FEMA. All four 
organizations have staff members trained in the various roles for ICS. This structure allows 
quick response and the ability to organize many layers of support. Both Alfred State College 
and Alfred University determined the need for ICS to assist in emergency management at 
the end of February. Volunteer fire and EMS operates continuously within the ICS 
framework. All four organizations are continuing weekly or even daily meetings to supervise 
emergency management. 
The Village of Alfred remains on alert and ready to help citizens. Currently, EMS have 
sufficient supplies of personal protective equipment (PPE). AU and ASC also maintain PPE 
supplies. Alfred State’s inventory is also made available for the statewide coordination of 
resources to be deployed by NYS where they are needed most. 
The number of students within the village has been greatly reduced as they were sent home 
to continue studies online. Normally, the Village of Alfred would be home to more than 
4,000 students. Alfred University announced on March 16 that all classes would go online at 
the end of spring break the following Monday.  For Alfred State College, the conversion to 
online learning was announced March 11. AU’s campus currently has 62 students and ASC 
has 51 students who have financial or technology hardships forcing them to remain. The 
village estimates that there are an additional 100 students living in off-campus housing. This 
reduction of student population from 4,000 to 213 is approximately a 95 percent decrease. A 
reduction in population density helps to achieve the goals of social distancing. 
Students and all village residents are advised to follow medical guidelines for limiting travel 
outside of home and avoiding close physical contact. Social distancing is a key defense for 
avoiding exposure to the virus. While students may feel a false sense of security because the 
most severe impact is on older adults and those with health complications, students are 
reminded that their actions have consequences for others. Anyone who becomes positive 
only helps to spread the coronavirus to others. Officers on patrol will counsel anyone seen 
not practicing social distancing outdoors. 
This is the season for the 2020 US Census and to allow Allegany County to receive its fair 
share of federal funding in the future, it’s important for the usual student population to 
report Alfred, NY, as their residence. The census is supposed to count students at their 
“usual residence” and where they are supposed to be on April 1. Both colleges have sent 
communications to students encouraging them to report Alfred as their home for purposes 
of the census. This is following US Census guidelines and is important for future federal 
funding for school safety, mental health services, Pell grants, congressional representation, 
and other federal assistance to keep the Alfred community strong in the future. 
The latest updates from each of the four Alfred organizations are available 
online: www.AlfredNY.org, my.Alfred.edu/special-
announcement and AlfredState.edu/COVID-19. Each organization has pledged to remain 
open in sharing information including additional details such as AlfredState.edu/COVID-
19/Cases  to disclose information on testing and any quarantines. Another example is AU’s 
list of latest announcements at Alfred.edu/student-life/coronarvirus-update.cfm. 
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at 1:40 PM 
 
Wednesday, April 1, 2020 
Alfred Town Board to hold 'virtual' meeting 
The Town of Alfred April 2020 regular board meeting will be held online. 
The public session can be joined using the Zoom link below, at 7p.m. Thursday, April 9th: 
https://zoom.us/j/282396146 
or by phone:  
+16465588656 - 282396146# US (New York) 
The session will also be recorded. 
at 9:35 AM 
 
Thursday, March 26, 2020 
Village of Alfred plans online budget workshop 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Village Board of Trustees in Alfred will hold a Budget 
Workshop on Tuesday, March 31, 2020 at 8:00 a.m. Following the Governor’s decree of no 
public gatherings, Village Trustees will move the public budget meeting scheduled for 
Tuesday, March 31, at 8am, online. This is a working session that is open to the public to 
observe. 
To register,  please send an email to info@alfredny.org with the subject line “budget meeting 
registration”. You will receive a return email with a link to join.  The deadline for registering 
is Monday, March 30 at 10 p.m. 
at 9:12 AM 

 
Monday, March 23, 2020 

TOWN OF ALFRED -CLERK AND TAX COLLECTOR 

Starting Monday March 23, 2020, the Town Clerk and Tax Collector will be working from home. 
Please call the town office at 607-587-8524 to contact the Clerk and Tax Collector. All property 
tax payments must be sent by mail to P.O. Box 230, Alfred Station, NY 14803. 

Dan Acton, Supervisor 
 

Friday, March 20, 2020 
TOWN OF ALFRED-CHANGE IN OPERATIONS 
In order to protect our employees and the general public from the threat of the Corona Virus 
(COVID-19) please be aware of the following changes. Starting Friday March 20, 2020, the Town 
of Alfred Building will be open by appointment only. 

To reach the Town Clerk for paying property taxes, obtaining applications for building permits, 
etc. please call 607-587-8524 to speak with or make an appointment to meet with the clerk. 

To reach the Town Highway Superintendent regarding road-related issues please call 607-587- 
9184 to speak with or make an appointment with the superintendent. 

We encourage residents to stay updated regarding the Corona Virus (COVID-19) by going to the 
Allegany County website https://www.alleganyco.com/coronavirus/ 

 
For questions you may call the Allegany Health Department at 585-268-9250. 
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Dan Acton, Supervisor 

Town of Alfred 
 

Saturday, March 14, 2020 
Village of Alfred declares State of Emergency 
PRESS RELEASE 
The Village of Alfred, following the Governor's declaration of a State of Emergency for the State 
of NY, and Steuben County's declaration, declared a State of Emergency to prepare for and 
manage Covid-19 response. The Declaration of a State of Emergency is effective at 6 
p.m. Saturday, March 14th, 2020. The Village of Alfred stresses that these measures are 
precautionary; there are no known or suspected cases of Covid-19 in the Village. 

 
Village of Alfred officials stress that this measure is taken to establish a link of communication 
with all entities within Alfred and the surrounding area. We urge citizens to rely upon facts and 
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guidance provided by health officials. We ask residents to check for official updates at the 
following links: 
Alfred State College Information: https://www.alfredstate.edu/covid-19 
Alfred University Information: https://www.alfred.edu/student-life/coronarvirus-update.cfm 

Alfred Village Information: https://alfredny.com 

The Village is closely monitoring communications put forth by the campuses. In addition to 
campus communications systems, the public will be able to access timely updates on the Alfred 
Village website: alfredny.org and Facebook page: facebook.com/villageofalfred, Fire Company 
Facebook page, Wellsville Regional News blog: wellsvilleregionalnews.blogspot.com and the 
Alfred-Almond Folks Facebook group. The Village is committed to keeping our community 
apprised of the evolving situation. 

 
Please check the links above for updated information on a regular basis. The Village of Alfred 
will post updates daily by 10a.m., and additionally as needed. 

 
We ask that citizens share these communications with friends and neighbors who may not have 
access to digital or other media. We request that everyone proceed with caution, care, and 
compassion for one another and for the community as a whole. We encourage people to check 
in on friends and neighbors who might need assistance or communications. 

 
The Governor's declaration of a state of emergency permits Alfred's A.E. Crandall volunteer 
company to transport patients who are likely to have COVID 19 to places other than hospitals-- 
i.e. health centers or other adequate designated places for quarantined patient care. 

 
According to the World Health Organization: Older persons and persons with pre-existing 
medical conditions (such as high blood pressure, heart disease, lung disease, cancer or 
diabetes) appear to develop serious illness more often than others. As the full-time population 
in the village of Alfred is largely comprised of those in the most vulnerable demographic, the 
Village encourages community members to check on their neighbors, offer to make shopping 
trips, and assist those to whom it has been recommended to avoid social contact. Stay home if 
you feel unwell. If you have a fever, cough and difficulty breathing, seek medical attention and 
call in advance. People should seek assistance from the usual sources - personal physicians' 
offices, Urgent Care clinics, ERs, or call for an ambulance (depending on severity) - but ensure 
they call before going, to enable the facilities to prepare for their arrival (or recommend other 
venues as appropriate). 

 
According to the CDC, symptoms of coronavirus—fever, cough, difficulty breathing—are similar 
to the flu. If you develop symptoms consistent with the flu or are concerned that you may have 
been exposed to COVID-19 

 
Public health officials recommend the following steps to prevent the spread of all respiratory 
viruses, including influenza and COVID-19. 
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Wash your hands frequently and for at least 20 seconds with soap and water or alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer.Cough into your elbow or a tissue and not your hands. Dispose of the 
tissue.Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces at home, work, and school.Avoid 
touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 

 
 
 

Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
 

If you are sick, stay home and do not travel or report to work. 
 

Practice healthy habits: Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, manage your stress, drink 
plenty of fluids, and eat nutritious food. 
Also recommended: “social distancing”— maintaining space between individuals and limiting 
physical contact (i.e., avoid shaking hands). Resources: 

 
 

Resources from the Center for Disease Control (CDC) 

Resources from the World Health Organization (WHO) 

Resources from Ready.gov 

Resources from the New York State Department of Health 
 

Resources from CSEA 
at 10:21 PM 

Thursday, March 12, 2020 
Statement from Village of Alfred - Village's response to COVID19 
To the Alfred Community: 
In light of the impending arrival of students back from spring break, and thereby the likely 
arrival of COVID 19 in our community, organizations gathered this week to align emergency 
plans and communications. Both Alfred State College and Alfred University have determined to 
extend spring break by one week, with a planned return of some of the student population on 
March 23. Please see below for links to college websites for the most complete, up to date and 
accurate information from each campus. 

 
In an effort to prepare ourselves as a community and to cut down on the output of conflicting 
information, Village staff and officials met with key members from Alfred Village 
Police Department, AE Crandall Hook & Ladder Company, Alfred University and Alfred State 
College to discuss emergency protocols and communications strategies. The group shared 
preparedness plans and began the process of coordinating those plans. The purpose of the first 
meeting, held on Monday, March 9 was to determine best practices in lines of communication 
and to align emergency management strategies. The second, smaller meeting, held Thursday, 
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March 12 was held to share information about the evolving situation. This group agreed to 
remain in close contact over the coming weeks. 
Official communications, but not demands for actions, will be sent to Alfred-Almond Central 
School, Town of Alfred, Town of Almond and the Allegany County Office for the 
Aging, because of the overlap of populations. The groups recognize and agree that this is a fluid 
situation where there is much that is unknown, some which changes quickly, and that there is a 
need for calm and common sense. The goal of these meetings was to assure that clear 
communication will contribute to the protection, health and well-being of all who share this 
valley including Village residents (which include many students), Alfred State College, and 
Alfred University. 
The Village is taking proactive steps in reviewing the emergency action plan and is working 
closely with members of both campuses to coordinate. Further announcements will be 
forthcoming. 

 
Both schools have determined their plans of action for the time being. The plans, arrived at 
independently but in close communication, are similar to one another. The Village is committed 
to sharing information from both colleges on its platforms and to keeping the public apprised of 
its plans and strategies. 

 
Both Alfred State and Alfred University noted that they have planned places of quarantine and 
both are working toward the goal of decreasing density. The public can access information from 
each school on their respective websites (links to follow). Alfred University and Alfred State 
College update these pages as the situation unfolds and the public is encouraged to check back 
regularly. In addition to information on the school website, Alfred State College has a call 
center: (607) 587-4444. 

 
Alfred State College Information: https://www.alfredstate.edu/covid-19 

 
Alfred University Information: https://www.alfred.edu/student-life/coronarvirus-update.cfm 
The Village is closely monitoring communications put forth by the campuses. In addition to 
campus communications systems, the public will be able to access timely updates on the Alfred 
Village website: alfredny.org and Facebook page: facebook.com/villageofalfred, Fire Company 
Facebook page, Wellsville Regional News blog: wellsvilleregionalnews.blogspot.com and the 
Alfred-Almond Folks Facebook group. The Village is committed to keeping our community 
apprised of the evolving situation. 
As the situation continues to change rapidly, our top priority remains the health, safety and well- 
being of our community. We will continue to update the community regularly to provide 
accurate and timely information and to keep you informed of any additional measures. 
The Governor's declaration of a state of emergency permits Alfred's A.E. Crandall volunteer 
company to transport patients who are likely to have COVID 19 to places other than hospitals-- 
i.e. health centers or other adequate designated places for quarantined patient care. 

 
According to the World Health Organization: Older persons and persons with pre-existing 
medical conditions (such as high blood pressure, heart disease, lung disease, cancer or 
diabetes) appear to develop serious illness more often than others. As the full-time population in 
the village of Alfred is largely comprised of those in the most vulnerable demographic, the 
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Village encourages community members to check on their neighbors, offer to make shopping 
trips, and assist those to whom it has been recommended to avoid social contact. Stay home if 
you feel unwell. If you have a fever, cough and difficulty breathing, seek medical attention and 
call in advance. People should seek assistance from the usual sources - personal physicians' 
offices, Urgent Care clinics, ERs, or call for an ambulance (depending on severity) - but ensure 
they call before going, to enable the facilities to prepare for their arrival (or recommend other 
venues as appropriate). 

 
According to the CDC, symptoms of coronavirus—fever, cough, difficulty breathing—are 
similar to the flu. If you develop symptoms consistent with the flu or are concerned that you may 
have been exposed to COVID-19 

 
Public health officials recommend the following steps to prevent the spread of all respiratory 
viruses, including influenza and COVID-19. 

 
• Wash your hands frequently and for at least 20 seconds with soap and water or alcohol- 
based hand sanitizer. 
• Cough into your elbow or a tissue and not your hands. Dispose of the tissue. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces at home, work, and school. 
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
• If you are sick, stay home and do not travel or report to work. 
• Practice healthy habits: Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, manage your stress, 
drink plenty of fluids, and eat nutritious food. 

 
Also recommended: “social distancing”— maintaining space between individuals and limiting 
physical contact (i.e., avoid shaking hands). 

 
Resources: 
Resources from the Center for Disease Control (CDC) 
Resources from the World Health Organization (WHO) 
Resources from Ready.gov 
Resources from the New York State Department of Health 
Resources from CSEA 
at 5:38 PM 

 
Town of Allen 
No press releases have been received to date. 

 
Town of Almond - Village of Almond 

Almond Community 
April 3 at 11:25 AM ·  
The Town of Almond Board meeting, originally scheduled for April 21st has been cancelled due to 
the current gathering restrictions. Also, the Town Clerk’s office is by appointment only until further 
notice. Please mail any correspondence or requests to: 
Almond Town Clerk 
PO Box K 
Almond NY 14804 
Or 
Email: townclerk@almondny.com 
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Respectfully, 
Shelly Stevens 
Almond Town Clerk 

 
Friday, March 20, 2020 

Statement from Town of Almond Clerk’s Office 
Effective immediately, the Town Clerk hours are by appointment only. We respectfully request 
that any necessary correspondence be sent via email, regular mail, or put into the drop box 
located outside the building at 1 Marvin Lane. Thank you for much for your understanding as 
we navigate the current COVID-19 situation. 
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Shelly Stevens – Town 
Clerk Office: 607-276-
6665 x1 
Cell/Text: 607-382-8138 
Email: townclerk@almondny.com 

 
Town of Birdsall 
No press releases have been received to date. 

 
Town of Burns - Village of Canaseraga 
No press releases have been received to date. 

 
Town of West Almond 
No press releases have been received to date. 

 
Town of Grove 
No press releases have been received to date. 
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