
 
 
 

HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
September 1, 2021 

 
Members Present: J. Hopkins, G. Barnes, D. Decker, S. Havey, D. Root, P. Stockin, C. Crandall 
(Absent: J. Burdick) 
 
Others Present: R. Anderson, B. Budinger, K. Demick, W. Dibble, D. Fanton, K. Geffers, K. 
Graves, D. Healy, E. Kayes, T. Miner, J. Ricci, B. Riehle, T. Ross, T. Shaw, J. Swales, M. Washer 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Human Services Committee Chair Judith 
Hopkins at 2:16 p.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
 A motion was made by Legislator Decker, seconded by Legislator Root, and carried to 
approve the minutes of August 4, 2021. 
 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
 

Public Health Director Tyler Shaw attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report 
to the committee for review.  

 
COVID-19 Updates 
 
 Mr. Shaw stated that in the last week the County has moved from substantial community 
transmission risk to high community transmission risk, adding we are consistently surrounded by 
counties in the same high community transmission risk. Mr. Shaw noted the following Allegany 
County statistics: 
 

- Of the eligible population, 40.2 percent have received at least one dose of 
the vaccine 

- Of the population 18 years and older, 47.7 percent have received at least 
one dose of the vaccine 

- Of the population 55 to 64 years old, 51.8 percent are fully vaccinated 
- Of the population 65 to 74 years old, 66.5 percent are fully vaccinated 
- Of the population 75 years and older, 68.2 percent are fully vaccinated 

 
Mr. Shaw noted that 32.9 percent of males are fully vaccinated, and 41.7 percent of 

females are fully vaccinated. Committee Chair Hopkins asked if, along with the increase in positive 
cases we’re seeing, are they seeing an increase in vaccinations as people realize the importance 
of it. Mr. Shaw stated everyone has their own reasons for why they want the vaccine whether it 
be they don’t want to be quarantined or they have high risk individuals in their household, adding 
they continue to see a steady stream of vaccines with no significant increase or decrease. 
Committee Chair Hopkins asked if there is a breakdown of ages in the current increase in cases 
we’re seeing. Mr. Shaw stated not in particular; typically, it’s just high risk individuals that are 
being hospitalized. Mr. Shaw noted that the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) found 
on the CDC website has good information and statistics on being fully vaccinated as well as your 
risks if you are fully vaccinated. This information can be found at  
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/index.html.   

 
Mr. Shaw stated as of September 1, the County has seen 31 breakthrough cases, adding 

14 are individuals who received the Moderna vaccine, 11 received the Pfizer vaccine, and 6 
received the Johnson & Johnson vaccine. Mr. Shaw stated to keep in mind that in January when 
the vaccine was first released, the County could only get the Moderna vaccine which accounts for 
why we’re seeing more breakthrough cases with the Moderna vaccine. Committee Chair Hopkins 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/index.html
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asked if they are seeing less severe illness or symptoms in the individuals who tested positive but 
are fully vaccinated. Mr. Shaw stated if you’re fully vaccinated, you are less likely to be 
hospitalized or come down with a serious illness that would require hospitalization. Mr. Shaw 
continued a recent study done on individuals 65 years and older showed that both Pfizer and 
Moderna are greater than or equal to 91 percent effective at preventing hospitalizations, and 
Johnson & Johnson is greater than or equal to 84 percent effective at preventing hospitalizations.  
 

Legislator Havey asked what they need know to about booster shots. Mr. Shaw stated 
there is an additional dose available for those who are immunocompromised and meet specific 
CDC criteria. The Health Department does have clinics set to start as early as next week for 
individuals who wish to receive an additional dose. More information on the specific criteria that 
individuals need to meet can be found at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/vaccines/recommendations/immuno.html. Mr. Shaw noted the booster dose for the general 
public has not been approved yet. Legislator Decker asked if they are able to get all of the 
vaccines now. Mr. Shaw stated they order Pfizer and Moderna on a regular basis; however, due 
to a manufacturing glitch with Johnson & Johnson, they have had to borrow from other providers 
across the state in order to get the Johnson & Johnson vaccine. Mr. Shaw noted the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine is likely to pick back up in mid-September.  
 

Chairman Crandall stated Deputy Public Health Director Jami D’Arcy and he attended a 
press conference held at UB Medical in Buffalo with Governor Kathy Hochul regarding COVID-19 
and her plan on how she’s going to handle this differently than her predecessor. Chairman 
Crandall continued the message they received yesterday was to enable local municipalities to 
have more say and control on what goes on, noting that there is funding set aside for it. Governor 
Hochul also discussed the masking and vaccinations in our schools. Chairman Crandall stated a 
very small group of 30 people attended, and he felt bad that County Administrator Knapp and Mr. 
Shaw couldn’t attend as they were the ones on the front line on the WNY Control Room calls. 
Chairman Crandall noted that each county was recognized as being there, and it was a good 
meeting that he didn’t want to miss. 

 
Flu Clinics 
 
 Mr. Shaw stated flu clinics are beginning again and provided the following dates and 
locations: 
 

September: Immunization and Flu clinics –MUST have appointment-call 585-268-9250 
 

Type Date Time Location 

Immun Thursday, Sept. 2, 2021 9:00AM to 3:30PM County Office Building clinic, Belmont NY   

Immun Friday, Sept. 3, 2021 9:00AM to 3:30PM County Office Building clinic, Belmont NY   

Immun Tuesday, Sept. 7, 2021 9:00AM to 3:30PM County Office Building clinic, Belmont NY   

Immun Monday, Sept.13, 2021 9:00AM to 3:30PM County Office Building clinic, Belmont NY   

Immun Tuesday, Sept. 21, 2021 9:00AM to 3:30PM County Office Building clinic, Belmont NY   

Flu Tuesday, Sept. 28, 2021 1:30PM to 6:30PM Houghton Fire Hall, Houghton NY   

October: Immunization and Flu clinics –MUST have appointment-call 585-268-9250 
 

Type Date Time Location 

Flu Monday, Oct.  4, 2021 2:30PM to 5:30PM American Legion Post #1168, Friendship, NY 

Flu Tuesday, Oct. 5, 2021 12:00PM to 2:00PM Office for the Aging, Belmont, NY 

Flu Tuesday, Oct. 12, 2021 2:30PM to 5:30PM Bolivar Fire Hall, Bolivar NY   

Flu Monday, Oct. 18, 2021 2:30PM to 6:30PM Andover Fire Hall, Andover NY   

Flu Wednesday, Oct. 20, 2021 2:30PM to 6:30PM Almond Community Center, Almond NY 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/immuno.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/immuno.html
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Mr. Shaw noted there is a press release available on their website that provides additional 
information for the flu clinics. Legislator Decker asked if they can still get their flu shots at local 
pharmacies. Mr. Shaw stated, yes, they will be putting out a press release with that information.  

 
WIC Program 
 
 Legislator Decker referenced a note in Mr. Shaw’s monthly report that states “in response 
to the Families First Coronavirus Response Act,” the NYSDOH WIC Program has waived the 
physical presence, height, weight, and bloodwork requirements until November 16, 2021.” 
Legislator Decker asked why that is noted in red. Mr. Shaw stated individuals don’t have to 
physically come into the office, adding the state WIC office continues to push that date out during 
COVID-19, and they can obtain that information over the phone or by getting medical charts from 
pediatricians. 
 
Ratification of the Public Health Director’s Signature on Facility Use Agreements 
 

Mr. Shaw requested a resolution ratifying his signature to enter into facility use 
agreements with the following agencies/municipalities for off-site flu immunization clinics: 
 

- Andover Fire Department Association, Inc. 
- Houghton Volunteer Fire Department 
- Bolivar Fire Department Association, Inc. 
- Town of Almond 
- Friendship American Legion – Post 1168 

 
These agreements will be instrumental in conducting our off-site flu immunization clinics 

for the public that will take place in each legislative district.  The agreements have been reviewed 
and approved by the Interim County Attorney. This request was approved on a motion made by 
Legislator Havey, seconded by Legislator Root, and carried. Prepare Resolution 
 
Permission to Extend (4) Part-Time Office Aide Positions 
 

Mr. Shaw requested permission to extend the four (4) temporary, part-time Office Aide 
positions. Previously, the Office Aide positions were to sunset on June 30, 2022; however, the 
new federal grant award extended the funds and provided additional funds through March 31, 
2023. The Health Department has recently received additional federal funds for the Office Aide 
positions to assist with contact tracing efforts, answering COVID-19 related questions, taking 
phone calls, helping with vaccination clinics as needed, and any other COVID-19 related activities.  
The Health Department would like to extend the positions until grant funds are exhausted. The 
fiscal impact is estimated at $100,000 which has been included in the budget. This request was 
approved on a motion made by Legislator Stockin, seconded by Legislator Decker, and carried. 
Refer to Ways and Means 
 
Request to Create and Fill Temporary Health Coordinator Position 
 

Mr. Shaw requested permission to create and fill one full-time, temporary Health 
Coordinator (PEF, Grade 5). This position will support school re-openings by coordinating COVID-
19 testing, equipment, supplies, and grant deliverables. This position will expire on July 31, 2022, 
or when grant funds have been exhausted. The salary of this position is estimated between 
$41,057 and $49,024 with benefits estimated between $16,041 and $19,154. This position is 
funded 100 percent with federal ELC School Re-Opening Grant funds. Mr. Shaw noted this 
position will be working with school districts regarding COVID-19. This request was approved on 
a motion made by Legislator Havey, seconded by Legislator Stockin, and carried. Refer to 
Personnel 
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Request to Create and Fill Temporary Typist Position 
 

Mr. Shaw requested permission to create and fill one full-time, temporary Typist 
(AFSCME, Grade 4, Step: Base). This position will support school re-openings by supporting 
COVID-19 testing, equipment, supplies, and compiling grant deliverables. This position will expire 
on July 31, 2022, or when grant funds have been exhausted. The annual salary of this position is 
$29,648 with benefits estimated at $11,584. This position is funded 100 percent with federal 
funds. This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Decker, seconded by 
Legislator Root, and carried. Prepare Resolution creating the position and refer to Ways & 
Means to fill 
 
Request to Create and Fill (2) Temporary Registered Nurse Positions 
 
 Mr. Shaw requested permission to create and fill two full-time, temporary Registered 
Nurses (NYSNA, Grade RN, Step: 6). The registered nurses would primarily be working to support 
the requirements of the federal Epidemiology and Laboratory Capacity (ELC grant) which may 
include COVID-19 testing, vaccination, contact tracing, and other COVID-19 duties as necessary. 
This position will expire on March 31, 2023, or when grant funds have been exhausted.  The 
annual salary of these positions is estimated at $54,576 ($109,152 for both) with benefits 
estimated at $21,323 ($42,646 for both). These positions are funded 100 percent with federal 
funds. Mr. Shaw noted that both full-time and part-time are selected on his request to fill form as 
he would like the flexibility to fill these temporary positions both part-time and full-time. Legislator 
Decker asked how confident Mr. Shaw is finding registered nurses to fill these positions. Mr. Shaw 
indicated he has a current staff member in another position that would be willing to do this on a 
part-time basis. This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Havey, seconded by 
Legislator Decker, and carried. Prepare Resolution creating the position and refer to Ways 
and Means to fill 
 
Request to Fill Director of Patient Services 
 

Mr. Shaw requested permission to fill one full-time Director of Patient Services (PEF, 
Grade 9, Step: Base – Step 11). This position is responsible for the supervision of all medical-
clinical services and programs as well as the Diagnostic and Treatment Center. The annual salary 
of this position is estimated between $52,007 and $71,990 with benefits estimated between 
$20,319 and $28,126. The salary of this position is funded 100 percent with state funds, and the 
benefits are funded 100 percent with County funds. This request was approved on a motion made 
by Legislator Root, seconded by Legislator Stockin, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 

 
OFFICE FOR THE AGING 
 
 Office for the Aging Accountant Kim Geffers attended the meeting and submitted the 
department’s monthly report to the committee for review. Ms. Geffers briefly highlighted their 
monthly report noting that Personal Emergency Response (PERS) has increased to 170 people 
being served compared to 142 this time last year.  
 
2021 Senior Farmer’s Market Coupon Booklets 
 
 Ms. Geffers stated as of August 25, they have distributed 671 farmers market coupons to 
seniors in Allegany County. Chairman Crandall asked if the coupons are being utilized well. Ms. 
Geffers stated they have received claims for approximately 150 of the additional vouchers that 
were given out to the seniors. 
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Town Hall Sessions 
 
 As the Allegany County Senior Forum and Senior Picnic were postponed again due to the 
ongoing safety concerns surrounding COVID-19, the Office for the Aging wanted to be sure they 
are still able to gather valuable input from older residents that would typically be collected at these 
two events. As a solution, the Office for the Aging is partnering with Age-Friendly Allegany County 
to hold ten Town Hall listening sessions throughout the five Legislative districts in the County. 
Each district will hold two sessions, and the schedule is as follows: 
 

- September 13, 2021, in Fillmore at the Fillmore Fire Hall from 11:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. 

- September 14, 2021, in Canaseraga at the Canaseraga Fire Hall from 
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

- September 15, 2021, in Alfred Station at the Seventh Day Baptist Church 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

- September 16, 2021, in Friendship at the Island Park Community Center 
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

- September 27, 2021, in Whitesville at the Whitesville Fire Hall from 11:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

- September 29, 2021, in Rushford at the Rushford Fire Hall from 11:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. 

- September 30, 2021, in Bolivar at the Bolivar Fire Hall from 11:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. 

- October 1, 2021, in Wellsville at the Grace United Church from 11:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. 

- October 5, 2021, in Belmont at the American Legion from 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m.                                                                        

- October 6, 2021, in Cuba at the AA Arnold Community Center from 11:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

- October 8, 2021, in Andover at the Andover Ambulance Bay from 11:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 
The Town Hall sessions will include a lunch as well as a chance for all attendees to win a 

door prize. RSVP is required and can be made to the Office for the Aging at 585-268-9390, or NY 
Connects at 866-268-9390. In order to attend the sessions, participants must be 60 years of age 
or older, or a caregiver of someone that is. 
 
Budget Adjustment to Increase the Expanded In-Home Services for the Elderly Program  
 

Ms. Geffers requested a resolution to increase the Expanded In-Home Services for the 
Elderly Program (EISEP) budget by $70,000. This budget adjustment is necessary to draw down, 
allocate, and spend the entirety of the grant dollars that were awarded to the OFA. The budget 
adjustment is as follows: 
 

Appropriation:         Amount:  
 A6778.1 (OFA – Exp. In-Home Svcs. For Elderly – Reg. Pay)  $ 6,000
 A6778.802 (OFA – Exp. In-Home Svcs. For Elderly – Retirement)  $ 1,000
 A6778.416 (OFA – Exp. In-Home Svcs. For Elderly – Telephone)  $ 200 
 A6778.408 (OFA – Exp. In-Home Svcs. For Elderly – General Supplies)  $ 1,050
 A6778.474 (OFA – Exp. In-Home Svcs. For Elderly – Contracts)  $61,750 
          Total: $70,000 
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Revenue:         Amount: 
 A6778.3772.00 (OFA – Exp. In-Home Svcs. For Elderly – St. Aid)  $70,000 
 
 This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Root, seconded by Legislator 
Stockin, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
 
Budget Adjustment to Increase the NY Connects Expansion & Enhancement Budget  
 

Ms. Geffers requested a resolution to increase the New York Connects Expansion & 
Enhancement (NYCEE) budget by $24,000. This budget adjustment is necessary to draw down, 
allocate, and spend the entirety of the grant dollars that were awarded to the OFA. The budget 
adjustment is as follows: 
 

Appropriation:         Amount: 
A6790.1 (OFA Balancing Incentive Program – Reg. Pay)   $17,000 
A6790.802 (OFA Balancing Incentive Program – Retirement)  $  1,000  
A6790.201 (OFA Balancing Incentive Program – Office Equipment) $  2,100  
A6790.402 (OFA Balancing Incentive Program – Mileage)   $  1,600  
A6790.408 (OFA Balancing Incentive Program – General Supplies) $  1,100  
A6790.409 (OFA Balancing Incentive Program – Fees)   $     700  
A6790.416 (OFA Balancing Incentive Program – Telephone)  $     500 

        Total: $24,000 
 

Revenue:         Amount: 
 A6790.3772.6790 (NY Connects E&E)     $24,000 
 

This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Decker, seconded by 
Legislator Stockin, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
 
Budget Adjustment to Increase the Community Services for Elderly Budget 
 

Ms. Geffers requested a resolution to increase the Community Services for the Elderly 
(CSE) budget by $6,000. This budget adjustment is necessary to draw down, allocate, and spend 
the entirety of the grant dollars that were awarded to the OFA. The budget adjustment is as 
follows:  
 

Appropriation:        Amount: 
  A6776.402 (OFA – Community Services for Elderly – Mileage) $6,000   
 

Revenue:        Amount:  
  A6776.3772.00 (OFA – Community Services for Elderly – St. Aid) $6,000 
 

This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Havey, seconded by 
Legislator Decker, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 

 
Approval of Agreement with Dave’s Diner 
 

Ms. Geffers requested a resolution to enter into an agreement with Dave’s Diner in Ceres, 
NY, as a food service establishment under the Allegany County Restaurant Go & Dine Program.  
The Go & Dine program is a pilot restaurant dining program in the Bolivar, Ceres, West Clarksville, 
and Little Genesee areas, and the Office for the Aging is exploring whether this service delivery 
method will be better suited to our population than the traditional congregate luncheon sites, which 
have seen declining numbers that appear unrelated to the COVID-19 pandemic.                                                                                                                                                       
This program will be included in the Federal Congregate Nutrition Services grant (A6772), and 
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the cost will be segregated by meal type ($11/meal for breakfast/lunch, $13/meal for dinner) and 
covered by funds budgeted in the existing 2021 County Budget for this grant. Committee Chair 
Hopkins noted that Café Jacob is also included in this program. This request was approved on a 
motion made by Legislator Decker, seconded by Legislator Havey, and carried. Prepare 
Resolution 
 
Acceptance of Donation from the Allegany Senior Foundation  
 

Ms. Geffers requested a resolution to accept a donation of $2,000 from the Allegany 
County Senior Foundation on behalf of United Way. This donation is being administered to 
support vouchers to be used by seniors at local Farmer’s Markets for fresh fruits and vegetables. 
The funds should be appropriated as follows:  
 

Appropriation:       Amount: 
  A6772.408 (OFA – Nutrition – General Supplies)  $2,000 
 

Revenue:       Amount: 
A6772.1972.00 (OFA – Nutrition - CHGS for OFA)  $2,000 
 

This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Havey, seconded by 
Legislator Root, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 

 
Acceptance and Appropriation of Supplemental Funding for the Unmet Needs Grant 
 

Ms. Geffers requested a resolution to accept and appropriate supplemental funding in the 
amount of $119,300 from the Unmet Needs Grant. The funds should be accepted and 
appropriated as follows: 

 
Appropriation:        Amount: 
A6792.210 (OFA Unmet Needs Grant – Equipment - Other) $       500  
A6792.402 (OFA Unmet Needs Grant – Mileage)   $    2,500 
A6792.408 (OFA Unmet Needs Grant – General Supplies)  $  2,000 
A6792.409 (OFA Unmet Needs Grant – Fees)   $    2,000 

 A6792.474 (OFA Unmet Needs Grant – Home Care)  $111,000 
 A6792.475 (OFA Unmet Needs Grant – Legal Services)  $  100 
 A6792.476 (OFA Unmet Needs Grant – PERS)   $    1,200 
         Total: $119,300 
  

Revenue:        Amount: 
 A6792.3772.00 (OFA Unmet Needs Grant – State Aid-OFA) $119,300 
 

This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Root, seconded by Legislator 
Stockin, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 

 
Request to Create and Fill Part-Time Aging Services Technician Position  
 

Ms. Geffers requested permission to create and fill one part-time (25-hours/week) Aging 
Services Technician (AFSCME, Grade 13, Step: Base – Step 4). This position will offer insurance 
counseling through the Medicare Counseling Program, perform in-home assessments to 
determine the needs and eligibility for various programs, as well as working with the Aging 
Services Specialist to schedule laborers based on case management care plan needs to reduce 
the homecare waiting list. The annual salary of this position is estimated between $26,800 and 
$30,130 with benefits estimated between $6,183 and $6,951. This position is funded 100 percent 
with state funds. This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Stockin, seconded 
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by Legislator Havey, and carried. Prepare Resolution to create the position and refer to Ways 
and Means to fill 

 
Legislator Healy asked if the farmers market coupons and Go & Dine programs are income 

based. Ms. Geffers stated the Go & Dine program does not have income requirements; however, 
the farmers market coupons are income based and requires certifications the individual(s) meet 
the income guidelines. 
 
SOCIAL SERVICES 
 

Social Services Commissioner Edna Kayes attended the meeting and submitted her 
monthly report to the committee for review. 
 
Emergency Rent Assistance Program 
 

Ms. Kayes briefly discussed the Emergency Rent Assistance Program stating for rent arrears 
extending back a year, the County has approximately 119 applications, 7 of which have been paid 
for an amount of $35,000. Legislator Graves asked if the landlord is getting money as there was 
previous controversy that the tenants were receiving the funds and using them on luxuries other than 
rent. Ms. Kayes stated the landlords are receiving the money. The tenant applies, and the amount 
they need goes directly to the landlord. If the landlord doesn’t fill in their information on the 
application, then the funds are held for 18 months in hopes they will join. Ms. Kayes noted the money 
never goes to the tenant. Ms. Kayes continued there is also an option for prospective rent that if 12 
months of rent is paid, an additional three months will be paid after.  
 
Approval of Foster Care Contract with Hillside Children’s Center 
 
 Ms. Kayes requested a resolution approving the renewal of the foster care contract for the 
period of July 1, 2021, through June 30, 2022, between Allegany County Department of Social 
Services and Hillside Children’s Center, 1183 Monroe Avenue, Rochester, NY, 14620. This contract 
is paid per the maximum state aid rate as needed with reimbursement based on eligibility. This 
request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Root, seconded by Legislator Havey, and 
carried. Prepare Resolution 

 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 
2021 Budget Adjustment 
 

Community Services Director Dr. Robert Anderson requested the following 2021 Budget 
Adjustment to appropriate additional state aid in the amount of $18,100 from the NYS Office of 
Addiction Services and Supports (OASAS). The funds should be appropriated as follows: 

 
       Appropriation:          Amount: 
       A4220.458 (Council on Alcoholism & Substance Abuse – Alcohol)  $18,100 

 
       Revenue:         Amount: 
       A4220.3486.00 (Council on Alcoholism & Substance Abuse-St. Aid) $18,100 
 
 This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Stockin, seconded by 
Legislator Havey, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
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Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 2:57 p.m. following a motion made by Legislator Decker, seconded by Legislator 
Havey, and carried. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Meghan Washer, Confidential Secretary  
Allegany County Board of Legislators   


