
 
 

HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
October 7, 2020 

 
Members Present: J. Hopkins, S. Havey, D. Root, P. Stockin, C. Crandall (Absent: J. Burdick, 
G. Barnes, D. Decker) 
 
Others Present: L. Ballengee, J. Cochran (Alfred Fire/EMS), W. Dibble, D. Fanton, K. Geffers, 
K. Graves, D. Healy, E. Kayes, C. Knapp, J. Ricci, B. Riehle, T. Ross, T. Shaw, M. Washer 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Human Services Committee Chair Judith 
Hopkins at 3:41 p.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes  

 
A motion was made by Legislator Root, seconded by Legislator Havey, and carried to 

approve the September 2, 2020, minutes. 
 

OFFICE FOR THE AGING 
 
 Office for the Aging Accountant Kimberly Geffers attended the meeting and submitted their 
monthly report to the committee for review. Ms. Geffers briefly highlighted their report noting the 
significant increase in numbers for both In-Home Contact & Support and Caregiver Services 
compared to this time last year. Committee Chair Hopkins expressed her appreciation for all of 
the Meals-on-Wheels drivers, meal preparation, etc.  
 
Request to Fill Part-Time Substitute Meals-on-Wheels Driver Position 
 

Ms. Geffers requested permission to fill one part-time Meals-on-Wheels Driver (Non-
Union, $12 per hour). This position will be used as a substitute driver and trained on two to three 
different routes. The annual salary of this position is estimated at $3,588 with benefits estimated 
at $330. This position is funded 20 percent with County funds, 38 percent with state funds, 18 
percent with federal funds, and 24 percent with “other” funds. Legislator Graves noted the request 
to fill form was not signed by the County Administrator. Administrator Knapp stated she believes 
Ms. Mattison inadvertently forgot to send her the form; however, she is on board with the position. 
This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Stockin, seconded by Legislator Root, 
and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
 

Public Health Director Lori Ballengee and Deputy Public Health Director Tyler Shaw 
attended the meeting and submitted their monthly report to the committee for review. Mr. Shaw 
briefly highlighted their report for the month of September.  
 
Retirement 
 

Committee Chair Hopkins took a moment to comment on the recent announcement of the 
retirement of Public Health Director Lori Ballengee. Ms. Hopkins stated this will be Ms. Ballengee’s 
last Human Services Committee meeting and offered her a big thank you for the many years of 
dedicated service, 23 with the Health Department, 13 of which were as the department head. 
Committee Chair Hopkins expressed her appreciation for the last several months that the Health 
Department and Ms. Ballengee have been devoting an extraordinary amount of time to our 
County. Ms. Hopkins, on behalf of the Board of Legislators, wished Ms. Ballengee the very best 
of times in her retirement where she can relax and enjoy herself.  
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Free Rabies Clinic 
 
 Deputy Public Health Director Tyler Shaw announced a free rabies clinic for dogs, cats, 
and ferrets, three months and older that will be held on Saturday, October 17, from 9:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. at the Genesee Valley School Bus Garage. This will be a drive-through clinic with one-
way traffic only. Pre-registration is required, and you must wear a mask and remain in your vehicle.  
 
Approval of Allegany County Community Opportunities & Rural Development Agreement 
 

Mr. Shaw requested a resolution approving the Health Department to enter into a 
memorandum of understanding with Allegany County Community Opportunities and Rural 
Development, Inc. (ACCORD) to coordinate services to individuals with special needs birth to 3 
years of age residing in Allegany County, enrolled in Early Intervention, and attending the Early 
Head Start Program. Early Head Start requires a written agreement that we will work together to 
provide services. This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Root, seconded by 
Legislator Havey, and carried. Prepare Resolution 
 
Approval of Thermo Scientific Portable Analytical Instruments, Inc. Warranty Agreement 
 

Mr. Shaw requested approval to enter into a warranty agreement with Thermo Scientific 
Portable Analytical Instruments Inc. for the warranty coverage of its Lead X-Ray Fluorescence 
(XRF) machine that assists in conducting lead based paint inspections for the Lead Poisoning 
Prevention Program (LPPP) for children with elevated blood lead levels (BLLs). The warranty 
agreement has been reviewed and approved by the County Attorney. Legislator Graves asked 
what the cost is. Mr. Shaw stated $1,600, adding they are moving funds around in their lead grant 
to cover it. Committee Chair Hopkins asked how old the machine is, and Mr. Shaw indicated it is 
a year old. This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Stockin, seconded by 
Legislator Havey, and carried. Prepare Resolution 
 
Approval of (5) Agreements for Offsite Flu Clinic Facility Use 
 

Mr. Shaw requested a resolution approving the Health Department to enter into a facility 
use agreement with the following municipality/agencies/departments: 
 

- Andover Fire Department Association, Inc. 
- Bolivar Fire Department Association, Inc. 
- Friendship Fire Department, Inc. 
- Houghton Volunteer Fire Department 
- Town of Almond 

 
These agreements will be instrumental in conducting our off-site flu immunization clinics 

for the public in the five (5) legislative districts. The agreements have been reviewed and approved 
by the County Attorney. Committee Chair Hopkins noted that the offsite flu clinics have been 
planned in areas where the flu shot is not readily served by pharmacies. This request was 
approved on a motion made by Legislator Root, seconded by Legislator Havey, and carried. 
Prepare Resolution 
 
Request to Fil Deputy Public Health Director Position 
 
 Mr. Shaw requested permission to fill one full-time Deputy Public Health Director (Section 
IV Salary Plan, Grade 9, Step: Base – Step 5). This position allows for decision making, direct 
supervision of managers, and signatory authority that can currently only be done by the Public 
Health Director. The annual salary of this position is estimated between $52,636 and $61,022 
with benefits estimated between $21,044 and $24,397. The annual salary of this position is funded 
100 percent with Article 6 state funding, and the benefits are funded 100 percent with County 
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funds. Mr. Shaw stated this position is very vital to the COVID-19 response, adding that while the 
form indicates the position is not funded, they have plenty of vacant positions as well as savings 
from recent furloughs to cover it. Chairman Crandall asked if the appointment of the new Public 
Health Director has anything to do with the Board. Administrator Knapp stated the only role of the 
Board of Legislators is to set the salary. Beyond that, the Board can create other positions, noting 
it is anticipated that there may be vacancy in the current Deputy role. Legislator Healy asked if 
the intention is to fill the position even though it’s competitive and pending the test being given. 
Administrator Knapp stated whoever fills the positions will be provisional. This request was 
approved on a motion made by Legislator Stockin, seconded by Legislator Havey, and carried. 
Refer to Ways and Means 

      
SOCIAL SERVICES 
 
 Social Services Commissioner Edna Kayes attended the meeting and submitted her 
monthly report to the committee for review. Ms. Kayes stated their Temporary Assistance cases 
have dropped approximately 70 cases, and they think it’s due to the entries into employment. Ms. 
Kayes continued they also think the CARES Act as well as unemployment benefits have had an 
effect on it as well. Ms. Kayes noted they are primarily focusing on the hard to serve individuals.  
 
Child Advocacy Center 
 
 Ms. Kayes indicated all they have left to put together for the Child Advocacy Center is the 
medical piece. They are in the market for a physician and have also been interviewing nurses. 
Committee Chair Hopkins asked if the state has started reimbursing us for expenses. Ms. Kayes 
stated the first claim will go in this month, and with the Office of Victim Services (OVS) grant being 
federal money, they anticipate a 100 percent reimbursement.   
 
Request to Fill (2) Social Welfare Examiner Positions 
 

Ms. Kayes requested permission to fill one full-time Senior Caseworker (AFSCME, Grade 
17, Step: Base – Step 7) and all subsequent positions including hiring form the outside due to a 
resignation. This position is responsible for ensuring the safety, health, and welfare of children 
and families. The annual salary of this position is estimated between $41,424 and $52,009 with 
benefits estimated between $16,561 and $20,793. This position is funded 35.57 percent with 
County funds, 21.89 percent with state funds, and 42.54 percent with federal funds. This request 
was approved on a motion made by Legislator Root, seconded by Legislator Havey, and carried. 
Refer to Ways and Means 
 
Citizens Advisory Council to the Office for the Aging Appointments 
 

The Chairman of the Board plans to appoint Becky Kintner, Scio, NY, as a member of the 
Citizens Advisory Council to the Office for the Aging to fill the remainder of a vacant three-year 
term commencing immediately, and expiring December 31, 2021, subject to confirmation by the 
Board of Legislators.  

 
The Chairman of the Board also plans to appoint Rich Shear, Wellsville, NY, as an “Over 

60” member of the Citizens Advisory Council to the Office for the Aging to fill the remainder of a 
vacant three-year term commencing immediately, and expiring December 31, 2020, subject to 
confirmation by the Board of Legislators.  
 
 These appointments were approved on a motion made by Legislator Root, seconded by 
Legislator Havey, and carried. Prepare Resolution 
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Opioid Ad Hoc Committee 
 
 Committee Chair Hopkins stated the Allegany County Ad Hoc Committee on Opioids was 
created in 2016 through the Human Services Committee by former Legislator Kevin LaForge, and 
Mrs. Hopkins was asked to be chair. The charge of the Ad Hoc Committee was to educate and 
bring awareness to the issues of opioid addiction as well as to work together with other groups 
both locally and regionally to develop strategies to combat the issue. The Ad Hoc Committee also 
worked through the legislative process to bring regional, state, and federal resources back to the 
County to help with those efforts. The Ad Hoc Committee worked with Ardent Solutions to develop 
a report and strategic plan that reflected the data of local and state issues. Mrs. Hopkins continued 
that the strategic plan was presented and approved by Resolution No. 51-18 in 2018, and both 
the report and strategic plan are included in the County’s Comprehensive Plan. Mrs. Hopkins 
went on to say that part of the strategic plan was to transition the program to Community Services 
who would be able to provide long-range stability and implementation. That transition took place 
in April 2018 through Resolution No. 110-18, and since the transition to Community Services, the 
Ad Hoc Committee has not met. Mrs. Hopkins stated an Ad Hoc Committee in its very nature is 
not meant to be long standing committee, and she believes it is time to disband it. Legislator 
Stockin expressed his deep appreciation to Mrs. Hopkins as well as the Ad Hoc Committee for all 
of their tremendous work. Chairman Crandall stated when this was created and Mrs. Hopkins was 
made Chair, no one really knew where it was going and what all it entailed. Chairman Crandall 
continued that Mrs. Hopkins quickly found out there was an awful lot to this issue, and he would 
dare say that we have standing committees that require less time and personal input than what 
Mrs. Hopkins put into this Ad Hoc Committee. Chairman Crandall thanked Mrs. Hopkins for her 
hard work, and while he knows a lot of other people were involved, it needed a spearhead and 
Mrs. Hopkins was it, adding the project was a lot more than what Mrs. Hopkins envisioned at the 
time, but she took charge of it and drove it home, and he thanks her so much. Committee Chair 
Hopkins stated it was an excellent committee, and personally thanked Ardent Solutions, 
particularly, Helen Evans who was our facilitator. A motion was made by Legislator Stockin, 
seconded by Legislator Havey, and carried to disband the Allegany County Ad Hoc Committee 
on Opioids. Prepare Resolution 

 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 4:07 p.m. following a motion made by Legislator Root, seconded by Legislator 
Stockin, and carried. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Meghan Washer, Confidential Secretary  
Board of Legislators   


