
 
 

ALLEGANY COUNTY BOARD OF LEGISLATORS 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

April 1, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 1:04 p.m. by Chairman Curtis W. Crandall 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG: The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Legislator Dwight 

“Mike” Healy. 
 
 LEGISLATORS PRESENT:  C. Crandall, G. Barnes (remotely), J. Burdick (remotely), P. Curran 

(remotely), D. Decker (remotely), W. Dibble (remotely), D. Fanton (remotely), K. Graves 
(remotely), B.  Harris (remotely), S. Havey (remotely), D. Healy, J. Hopkins (remotely), J. Ricci 
(remotely), D. Root (remotely), P. Stockin (remotely) 

 
OTHERS PRESENT:  S. Grusendorf, S. Hicks, K. Hooker, C. Jones (remotely), C. Knapp, J. Luckey, B. 

Riehle, T. Ross, M. Washer 
 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 crisis, the Committee of the Whole meeting was held via 
teleconference and livestream. Department Heads were asked to refrain from attending.  
 

On behalf of the Allegany County Board of Legislators, Chairman Crandall offered his 
condolences to all who have been negatively impacted by this COVID-19 virus, as well as prayers and 
sympathy to the family and friends of the County resident who passed away as a result of COVID-19. 
Chairman Crandall thanked our dedicated department heads and staff members for all they have been 
doing stating it has been a 24/7 operation.  
 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
 A motion was made by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Ricci, and carried to approve 
the minutes of the March 4, 2020, Public Works Committee meeting.  

 
Awarding of Generator Bids  
 

Public Works Superintendent Justin Henry requested permission to award the generator bids they 
received to set up travel and hourly costs in the event they have an emergency generator go down and 
need it repaired. Mr. Henry indicated the award goes to all three bidders, and they work off the list. 
Chairman Crandall asked if there is a range of cost. Mr. Henry stated the bids are quite lengthy, but he 
can send it out to show the range for all three companies. This request was approved on a motion made 
by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Ricci, and carried by roll call. (Voting Yes: Crandall, Barnes, 
Burdick, Curran, Decker, Dibble, Fanton, Graves, Harris, Havey, Healy, Hopkins, Ricci, Root, Stockin) 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

A motion was made by Legislator Healy, seconded by Legislator Dibble, and carried to approve 
the minutes of the March 4, 2020, Public Safety Committee meeting.  
 
Request to Create and Fill Assistant District Attorney 7 Position 
 
 District Attorney Keith Slep requested permission to create and fill one part-time Assistant District 
Attorney 7 (Section IV Salary Plan) position. The annual salary of this position is $40,000 and is funded 
100 percent with County funds. Public Safety Committee Chairman Healy asked if this was in lieu of the 
previously requested full-time time position. Mr. Slep stated the position is in addition to the full-time, 
adding they are having a hard time filling the full-time position; however, they have had some interest 
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expressed in part-time. Mr. Slep continued that even part-time will help take some of the pressure off. 
Chairman Crandall indicated he had spoken with Mr. Slep prior to the meeting, and getting these positions 
filled will alleviate some of the burden and pressure on that particular department. Chairman Crandall 
encouraged the Board to move this forward, stating they can look at staffing in the District Attorney’s 
office as they move forward, but he does not see anything but a floodgate of volume in cases, especially 
towards the end of the pandemic. Legislator Stockin stated he is aware of the needs in that office and 
supports the position. Legislator Dibble stated it’s a good idea and encouraged moving it forward. 
Legislator Burdick asked if it would make sense to create two part-time positions and not fill the full-time. 
Mr. Slep stated, no, and while it could get to that, he doesn’t want to give up on the full-time position yet 
because they really need it. This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Healy, seconded 
by Legislator Dibble, and carried by roll call. (Voting Yes: Crandall, Barnes, Burdick, Curran, Decker, 
Dibble, Fanton, Graves, Harris, Havey, Healy, Hopkins, Ricci, Root, Stockin) Refer to Personnel  
 
Re-Appropriation of SHSP18 Grant Funds  
 

Emergency Management and Fire Director Jeff Luckey requested a resolution to re-appropriate 
the SHSP18 grant in the amount of $10,325 to be budgeted in the 2020 Budget. The request to accept 
the grant was approved by Resolution No. 179-18. The funds should be re-appropriated as follows: 

 
Appropriation:       Amount: 

  A3662.204 (Homeland Security – Motor Vehicle)  $  7,840 
  A3662.207 (Homeland Security – Emerg Serv Equip) $  2,485   
         Total: $10,325 
  

Revenue:       Amount: 
  A3662.3306.EM18 (St Aid- 2018 HS SHSP C#969180) $10,325 
 

This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Healy, seconded by Legislator Dibble, 
and carried by roll call. (Voting Yes: Crandall, Barnes, Burdick, Curran, Decker, Dibble, Fanton, Graves, 
Harris, Havey, Healy, Hopkins, Ricci, Root, Stockin) Refer to Ways and Means 

 
2020 Homeland Security Grant 
 

Mr. Luckey requested permission jointly with the Sheriff’s Office to apply for the Homeland 
Security Grant Program HSGP2020 grant. This grant includes State Homeland Security Grant Program 
(SHSP) & State Law Enforcement Terrorism Prevention Program (SLETPP). The grant period is 
September 1, 2020, through August 31, 2023. This funding is to support regional preparedness for the 
County. Of the total amount of $66,824, a minimum of 20 percent ($13,365) of the funds must be 
earmarked for the four national priority areas that DHS/FEMA is requiring which include cyber security, 
soft targets/crowded places, intelligence and information sharing, and emerging threats. Twenty-five 
percent ($16,706) of the funds is for SLETPP and must be directed to the Sheriff’s Office. The remaining 
$36,753 is to be used by the Office of Emergency Services to enhance the preparedness for the County 
to respond to emergency situations. This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Healy, 
seconded by Legislator Dibble, and carried by roll call. (Voting Yes: Crandall, Barnes, Burdick, Curran, 
Decker, Dibble, Fanton, Graves, Harris, Havey, Healy, Hopkins, Ricci, Root, Stockin) Refer to Ways and 
Means 
 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

A motion was made by Legislator Havey, seconded by Legislator Harris, and carried to approve 
the minutes of the March 4, 2020, Personnel Committee meeting. 
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Families First Coronavirus Response Act 
 

Personnel Officer Bobby Budinger requested a resolution exempting emergency responders and 
health care providers from applicable FMLA and emergency paid leave provisions of the Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act. These personnel are essential in providing critical public health and safety 
emergency services to our residents and need to be available for work to the extent possible. Legislator 
Harris stated the draft resolution is vague in what they would be exempt from and expressed concern 
that neither the memorandum of explanation or draft resolution provide details. Legislator Harris 
continued that with the lack of information, he is not comfortable moving it forward and is not currently in 
support of the request as it is written. Chairman Crandall indicated that it can be modified and clarified if 
it moves forward to the full Board for a resolution. County Administrator Carissa Knapp stated it is just a 
draft resolution giving a general idea and can be changed prior to the next Board meeting. Personnel 
Committee Chairman Havey agreed with Legislator Harris and shared his same concerns. Legislator 
Decker stated with the format the County is currently operating under calling in from home, he will support 
the request to give the Personnel Committee as well as the County Administrator and County Attorney 
time to review everything and make the necessary changes. This request was approved on a motion 
made by Legislator Havey, seconded by Legislator Harris (for discussion purposes only), and carried by 
roll call. (Voting Yes: Crandall, Barnes, Burdick, Curran, Decker, Dibble, Fanton, Graves, Havey, Healy, 
Hopkins, Root, Stockin; Voting No: Harris, Ricci) Prepare Resolution (to be sponsored by the 
Personnel Committee) 
 
Referral from Public Safety Committee 
 
 The Public Safety Committee requested a resolution to create one part-time Assistant District 
Attorney 7 (Section IV Salary Plan) position. The annual salary of this position is $40,000 and is funded 
100 percent with County funds. This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Havey, 
seconded by Legislator Harris, and carried by roll call. (Voting Yes: Crandall, Barnes, Burdick, Curran, 
Decker, Dibble, Fanton, Graves, Harris, Havey, Healy, Hopkins, Ricci, Root, Stockin) Prepare 
Resolution (to be sponsored by the Public Safety and Personnel Committees) and Refer to Ways 
and Means for Approval to Fill  
 
HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

A motion was made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator Burdick, and carried to 
approve the minutes of the March 4, 2020, Human Services Committee meeting. 

 
Approval of Addendum to Population Health (P2) Collaborative of WNY Service Agreement 
 

Office for the Aging Director Anita Mattison requested a resolution approving an addendum to the 
current agreement with Population Health (P2) Collaborative of WNY to extend the service agreement 
termination date from May 16, 2020, to August 31, 2020. This agreement is to provide Aging Mastery 
Program (AMP) classes in Allegany County, and this addendum has no fiscal impact on the County. This 
request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator Burdick, and 
carried by roll call. (Voting Yes: Crandall, Barnes, Burdick, Curran, Decker, Dibble, Fanton, Graves, 
Harris, Havey, Healy, Hopkins, Ricci, Root, Stockin) Prepare Resolution (to be sponsored by the 
Human Services Committee) 
 
Approval of Highland Park Rehabilitation and Nursing Center Contract 

 
Ms. Mattison requested permission to enter into a contract with Highland Park Rehabilitation and 

Nursing Center for skilled nursing respite care. The daily rate (24-hour stay) will be $310 for a private 
room, and $305 for a semi-private room. This expense has been included in the 2020 Budget. This 
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request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator Burdick, and 
carried by roll call. (Voting Yes: Crandall, Barnes, Burdick, Curran, Decker, Dibble, Fanton, Graves, 
Harris, Havey, Healy, Hopkins, Ricci, Root, Stockin) Prepare Resolution (to be sponsored by the 
Human Services Committee) 
 
WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE 
 
Accept and Appropriate NYS CDBG Grant Project #20WS350-19 (ACCORD – Replace Wells/Septic) 

    
County Administrator Carissa Knapp requested a resolution to accept and budget the NYS 

CDBG Grant Project #20WS350-19, a water well and septic replacement system grant in collaboration 
with ACCORD Corporation. Allegany County will receive $5,200 to cover County administrative costs 
associated with administering the grant. Authorization to apply for the grant was approved on November 
13, 2019, by Resolution #260-19. Ms. Knapp is also seeking authorization for the Board Chairman to 
sign grant documentation as required for contractual and administrative purposes. The funds should be 
accepted and budgeted as follows:       

    
Appropriation:              Amount: 

 A8121.492 (DEC Grant Sewage Collection System #20WS350-19 CDBG)      $400,000 
 

Revenue:              Amount: 
 A81221.3489.DEC (State Aid DEC Grant Sewage Collection System      $400,000 

              #20WS350-19 CDBG)  
 
 Legislator Root requested permission to abstain, and this request was approved on a 
motion made by Legislator Dibble, seconded by Legislator Havey, and carried.  
 
 The request to accept and budget the NYS CDBG Grant Project #20WS350-19, a water 
well and septic replacement system grant in collaboration with ACCORD Corporation was 
approved on a motion made by Legislator Stockin, seconded by Legislator Fanton, and carried 
by roll call. (Voting Yes: Crandall, Barnes, Burdick, Curran, Decker, Dibble, Fanton, Graves, 
Harris, Havey, Healy, Hopkins, Ricci, Stockin; Abstained: Root) Prepare Resolution (to be 
sponsored by the Ways & Means Committee) 

 
Accept and Appropriate Insurance Recovery  
 

On October 22, 2018, the Board adopted Resolution No. 201-18 accepting a check in the amount 
of $11,650 from NYMIR representing a partial settlement for damages to electronic equipment sustained 
during a May 22, 2018, lightning strike. 
 

On January 25, 2019, the Board adopted Resolution No. 22-19 accepting a check in the amount 
of $118,168.76 representing what we believed would be the final settlement for damages to electronic 
equipment sustained during a May 22, 2018, lightning strike.   
 

Clerk of the Board Brenda Rigby Riehle requested a resolution accepting a check in the amount 
of $14,620.64 representing a supplemental claim for an invoice not previously submitted and associated 
with the replacement of electronic equipment that was damaged during a May 22, 2018, lightning strike.  
This increases our full cost of repairs or replacement of damaged equipment from $152,104.74 to 
$166,725.38. This type of claim is subject to diminishing deductibles (the larger the loss, the more 
deductible discount) as well as a recoverable depreciation so the County is still eligible to recover an 
additional $7,503.83 in expenses if needed. 
 

The funds should be appropriated to CS1931.429 (Risk Retention – Uninsured Property Loss) 
with a like sum placed in revenue account CS1930.2680.00 (Insurance Recovery). This request was 
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approved on a motion made by Legislator Stockin, seconded by Legislator Fanton, and carried by roll 
call. (Voting Yes: Crandall, Barnes, Burdick, Curran, Decker, Dibble, Fanton, Graves, Harris, Havey, 
Healy, Hopkins, Ricci, Root, Stockin) Prepare Resolution (to be sponsored by the Ways & Means 
Committee) 
 
Good of the Order  
   

Legislator Dibble acknowledged and thanked the Health Department as well as other departments 
who have stepped to the plate with everything going on during the COVID-19 crisis.  

 
State Budget 
 

Constituent Casey Jones who attended the meeting via tele-conference stated that during the 
meeting, the Governor advised there is a tentative agreement in regard to the State Budget that says 
expenditures will be cut 6.7 percent. Mr. Jones continued that while he doesn’t know how that will 
translate to local government, it could leave the County in a precarious position. Mr. Jones asked how 
the County plans to address it going forward. Chairman Crandall stated not only does it put us in a 
precarious position, but one that is constantly changing with adjustments being made. The County is 
looking at the impact on reimbursement, or lack thereof, as well as how it will affect us. Chairman Crandall 
continued they are also looking at direct revenue to property tax, sales tax, as well as other means for 
which we provide services, adding we’re obviously in a time where adjustments and adaptations need to 
be made. Administrator Knapp indicated that everything, including how government functions, is up in 
the air amidst COVID-19. 
 
Meals-on-Wheels Benefit 
 
 Legislator Hopkins stated there will be a drive-thru chicken BBQ at Stillwater in Wellsville, NY, on 
Saturday, April 4, from 11:00 a.m. until they are sold out. All proceeds will be donated to the Office for 
the Aging Meals-on-Wheels program. Pre-orders can be made by calling 585-596-1600. 
 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 
2:06 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Root, and carried.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Meghan Washer 
Confidential Secretary  
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


