
ALLEGANY COUNTY BOARD OF LEGISLATORS 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

 
September 23, 2019 – Morning Meeting 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 11:08 a.m. by Chairman Curtis W. 
Crandall 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG:  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chairman 
Curtis Crandall. 

LEGISLATORS PRESENT:  C. Crandall, G. Barnes, P. Curran, D. Decker, W. Dibble, D. 
Fanton, K. Graves, S. Havey, D. Healy (arrived at 11:20 a.m.), J. Hopkins, D. Root, P. Stockin 
(Absent:  J. Burdick, B. Harris, J. Ricci) 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  S. Decker, C. Knapp, B. Riehle, T. Ross   
 
SEQR Agricultural District Number Three Review 
 
 Chairman Crandall explained the purpose of the meeting was to review and approve the 
Environmental Assessment Form in regards to the Agricultural District Number Three Review.   
 
 County Attorney Carissa Knapp explained the review process saying this is for the 
continuation of Agricultural District Number Three with modifications.  Because there is a 
modification to the district we must do the SEQR.  If there were no modifications, the SEQR 
would not be required.  Ms. Knapp stated that it has been requested that approximately 
1,148.43 acres be added to the agricultural district and approximately 44.69 acres be removed.  
County Attorney Knapp read through the questions for the SEQR.  Following the review, a 
motion was made by Legislator Stockin, seconded by Legislator Dibble, and carried that there 
is no significant environmental impact related to the modification of Agricultural District Number 
Three.  Prepare Resolution  (Resolution will come off the floor at the September 23 Board meeting)  
  
 Legislator Curran asked how it’s determined whether properties should be removed or 
added.  Soil & Water District Executive Director Scott Torrey stated that they send out 
postcards to landowners in the district.  They are asked to respond to a survey.  There aren’t 
restrictions to them being added.  Legislator Curran asked if the property tax rate is affected.  
Mr. Torrey stated there is no effect.  Agricultural exemptions are a separate issue.  This has 
more to do with right-to-farm protections.  It’s really more of an issue in urban areas.  Legislator 
Decker asked if this would have an impact on someone wanting to put a windmill or solar farm 
on their property.  Mr. Torrey stated he wasn’t sure.  It’s something he would have to ask NYS 
Ag & Markets about.  Chairman Crandall asked what the cycle was for review.  Mr. Torrey said 
there are four districts in the County.  A mandatory review takes place every eight years.  
Legislator Barnes questioned why it states the acres as an approximation.  County Treasurer 
Terri Ross said it’s because there’s always some discrepancy with surveys.  It’s never going to 
be 100 percent accurate.   
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Wellsville Municipal Airport   
 
 Legislator Barnes stated that it had been about three months since the group had 
discussed the Wellsville Airport.  He wondered when the Board was going to move forward 
with funding.  Ms. Knapp stated the only request from the Airport was received last year.  We’ve 
adopted a local law permitting the County to provide funding but nothing more has been done.  
Legislator Barnes asked if the Town of Wellsville needed to make a request.  Ms. Knapp stated 
that someone would need to make a request.  Legislator Root said she believed the Board was 
waiting for more information on how the money was going to be used.  Chairman Crandall 
stated it can be put on an agenda and addressed.  Ms. Knapp suggested that because the 
Administrator has the information, she could put a MOE together and have it added to the 
agenda.   
 
  ADJOURNMENT: 

 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 

adjourned at 11:27 a.m. on a motion by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Dibble, and 
carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sarah M. Decker, Journal Clerk/Deputy Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


