
BUDGET COMMITTEE 
September 19, 2019 

 

Committee Members Present: P. Curran, P. Stockin, J. Burdick, D. Fanton, B. Harris, C. 
Crandall (Absent: J. Ricci) 

 
Others Present: L. Ballengee, G. Barnes, K. Graves, D. Healy, J. Hopkins, C. Knapp, D. 

McDonnell, B. Reynolds, B. Riehle, D. Root, T. Ross, M. Washer, R. Whitney 
 
Media Present: C. Dutton – Cuba Patriot, C. Potter – The Spectator  

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. by Budget Committee Chairman Phil 
Curran. 

Approval of Minutes 
 
A motion was made by Legislator Stockin, seconded by Legislator Harris, and carried to 

approve the Budget Committee minutes of August 21, 2019. 
 
A motion was made by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Harris, and carried to 

approve the Budget Committee minutes of August 22, 2019. 
 
A motion was made by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Harris, and carried to 

approve the Budget Committee minutes of August 23, 2019. 

Sales Tax Report 

Ms. Ross distributed the 2019 Allegany County Sales Tax Report reflecting receipts 
totaling $14,442,385.00 through September 19, 2019. The year-to-date figures show an increase 
of $169,599.77 or 1.188 percent more compared to last year at this time. Ms. Ross stated that 
she spoke with Dave Lucas at the Fall NYSAC Conference regarding the quarterly reports she 
used to receive showing where our sales tax is going. Mr. Lucas indicated there is now a link 
where the information can be accessed. Once Ms. Ross receives the link, she will be able to 
gather more information regarding the County’s sales tax and will bring it back to the next 
committee meeting.  

AIM Payments 

 Legislator Harris asked if Ms. Ross received any new information regarding AIM 
payments. Ms. Ross stated there is still no answer; however, she anticipates the town share will 
be deducted sometime in December 2019, and the village share sometime in April 2020.  Ms. 
Ross is still unaware of exact dates, how the money will be deducted, or whether or not they will 
receive notification prior to it being taken. Ms. Ross indicated that due to our municipalities, it will 
hit our County harder as we have large AIM payments compared to other counties. Overall the 
County’s AIM payments are 14 percent for both town and village, and the standard is 
approximately 6 to 7 percent. Ms. Ross anticipates a hit between $500,000 and $600,000. 
Chairman Crandall stated that he was disappointed that a position wasn’t taken at the NYSAC 
Conference, and asked if Ms. Ross is aware of any stance being taken at the January NYSAC 
Conference. Ms. Ross indicated that a few counties did mention it; however, at this time it hasn’t 
gone anywhere. Chairman Crandall stated whether your payment is 7 percent or 14 percent, 
these are our County funds, and there needs to be a hard and firm position taken by the next 
NYSAC Conference.  
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Constitutional Tax Limit 

 Legislator Harris asked for a brief overview of where the County stands with the 
Constitutional Tax Limit and if it is something they need to be concerned about with setting the 
levy. Ms. Ross stated she is always on alert when it comes to the tax limit. In October 2018, the 
County was at 85 percent which does slightly exceed the 80 percent tax limit; however, she 
anticipates we’ll be under the 80 percent limit for 2019 at approximately 77.91 percent.  

2020 Budget 

 Legislator Harris asked for an update on the progress of the 2020 Budget. County 
Administrator McDonnell stated she has met with County Treasurer Ross to identify areas that 
could be cut, and she is now meeting with department heads to discuss potential cuts to their 
budget.  

Fall NYSAC Conference 

 Legislator Stockin stated that there have been recent conversations regarding cutting the 
Legislative Conference budget line item, and while he is mindful of the cost factor, he feels the 
last three days spent at the NYSAC Conference were very valuable on many different levels, and 
he would hate to see a decrease on those opportunities for Board members.  

Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:47 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Harris, seconded by Legislator Fanton, 
and carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Meghan Washer, Confidential Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


