
ALLEGANY COUNTY BOARD OF LEGISLATORS 
REGULAR SESSION 

 
MAY 11, 2020 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  The regular meeting of the Board of Legislators was called to order at 

2:07 p.m. by Chairman Curtis W. Crandall. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG:  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Legislator 

William G. Dibble. 
 
INVOCATION:  The Invocation was given by Legislator Dwight R. Fanton. 
 
ROLL CALL:  15 Legislators Present:  Gary Barnes (remotely), Janice Burdick (remotely), 

Curtis Crandall, Philip Curran (remotely), David Decker (remotely), William Dibble 
(remotely), Dwight Fanton (remotely), Karl Graves (remotely), Brooke Harris 
(remotely), Steven Havey (remotely), Dwight “Mike” Healy, Judith Hopkins (remotely), 
John Ricci (remotely), Debra Root (remotely), Philip Stockin (remotely) 

 
STATEMENT FROM CHAIRMAN CRANDALL: 
 
 We have been going on approximately eight weeks since we’ve been under Governor 
Cuomo’s NYS on PAUSE.  We have had daily updates to our County website as well as 
briefings from our State and Federal Government.  There seems to be a lot of information out 
there.  All of these briefings bring on more questions.  Recently, there have been many 
questions about businesses reopening and how that is going to take place.  A few weeks 
ago, our steering committee here in Allegany County which is made up of business, 
government, and higher education leaders have been working on a plan for economic 
reopening here in Allegany County.  A statement from that committee will be released later 
this afternoon along with a draft plan for reopening.  The plan gives guidelines for what 
businesses need to do to reopen.  The governor has announced that the first phase of 
reopening will happen on May 15.  There is a set of 7 metrics put out that have to be met for 
regions to reopen.  Allegany County is in the WNY region which is comprised of Erie, 
Niagara, Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, and Allegany County.  We didn’t meet three of the seven 
metrics.  One of those we fell short on is in the number of tests required.  Since then, we 
have worked on that along with the number of contact tracers we have.  We continue to move 
forward working with the other counties in the region.  What began as periodic calls have 
actually gone to daily calls going forward.  County Administrator Knapp and I have been 
participating in those calls to work to get Allegany County opened back up.  We will get these 
requirements out to everyone so they can see what needs to be done to get opened back up.  
We’re waiting to hear what the Governor has to say about opening on May 15.  Thank you to 
the steering committee who worked to put this together.  Everyone is anxious to get opened 
but it needs to be done in a safe way.  We have added seven new positive cases in Allegany 
County since Saturday.  Thank you to our County Administrator Carissa Knapp for all of the 
time she’s spent on this.   
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 County Administrator Knapp stated she thinks the County is doing everything it can, 
but it’s ultimately the Governor’s plan that we have to follow.  We will be ready to make 
revisions to our plan based on what direction we get from the Governor’s office.     
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
 The Board meeting minutes of April 27, 2020, were approved on a motion made by 
Legislator Havey, seconded by Legislator Ricci, and carried. 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 
 Chairman Crandall stated that typically, when we’re all in the chamber we would have 
privilege of the floor and we’d have people come forward.  In the past, at our last meeting 
before Memorial Day we have had members of the American Legion Post 808 Auxiliary join 
us in honor of Poppy Day.  The red poppy has been recognized as a symbol to honor those 
who have served and died for our country in all wars.  Each year the Auxiliary distributes 
poppies with a request for donations to support our veterans.  Chairman Crandall encouraged 
everyone to make a donation in honor of Poppy Day.   
 
 Chairman Crandall read the following statement from Sheriff Ricky Whitney in 
recognition of National Police Week:   
   

In celebration of National Police Week, I’d like to encourage everyone to 
take the time to recognize our local law enforcement officers. Give them a pat on 
the back and thank them for the selfless jobs they do for our community each 
day. They face many unknown risks and challenges, and their sacrifice and 
service is often taken for granted.  Last year in the United States, a total of 89 
officers lost their lives in the line of duty, 83 men and 6 women, with an average 
age of 40 and average tour of duty of 13 years. Twenty-five of these deaths were 
in New York State. So far in 2020, there have been 61 line-of-duty deaths, 51 
men and 10 women, with an average age of 42. 
 

A total of five officers have given their lives to serve and protect the 
citizens of Allegany County. 

 
Constable Norman Chalker was shot and beaten to death in the Town of 

Belfast on April 20, 1910.  

New York State Troopers Robert Roy and Arnold Rasmussen were shot 
and killed in the Town of Caneadea on September 27, 1927, while trying to serve 
a warrant for Pettit Larceny that involved the theft of $6.48 worth of auto parts.  

Allegany County Sheriff’s Deputy Derek P. Ward died on July 3, 2004, 
from injuries sustained the previous day when his patrol car was struck by 
another motorist.  
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Corrections Officer Daniel J. Barkley died of a heart attack, July 14, 2013, 

while on duty at the Allegany County Jail. 

These men made the ultimate sacrifice to protect and serve the citizens of 
Allegany County. Our Memorial at the Public Safety Facility reminds all who visit 
there of the sacrifices made on our behalf.  It honors the survivors of those who 
made that ultimate sacrifice and will promote appreciation and respect for law 
enforcement, regardless of agency affiliation. 

In closing, I urge you to show your support and let a deputy, trooper, 
police officer, conservation officer, or corrections officer know just how much their 
work means to you.  Thank you.  

 
 Chairman Crandall read the following statement from Office for the Aging Director 
Anita Mattison in recognition of Older Americans Month:  

 Around the nation, older adults make their marks every day as volunteers, 
employees, employers, parents, grandparents, mentors, and advocates. They 
offer their time, talents, and experience to the benefit of our communities.  For 
57 years, Older Americans Month (OAM) has been a special time to recognize 
these contributions.  This year’s Older Americans Month theme, Make Your 
Mark, highlights older adults’ unique and lasting contributions to their 
communities—everything from sharing a story with grandchildren to leaving a 
legacy of community action. In the spirit of this theme, here are a few ways to 
make your mark this May and all year long: 

Volunteer your time. Whether it be at a food pantry, library, local church 
or the local agency, every minute you volunteer is valued. The Allegany 
County Office for the Aging has over 360 volunteers who provide services 
for older adults from delivering home delivered meals, providing 
transportation, picking up groceries or prescriptions, being a handyman for 
small jobs or even preparing taxes for older adults.  The majority of our 
volunteers are older adults themselves who share their time and skills with 
their communities. 

Share your story. There are so many ways to do this, from showing your 
grandkids around your old neighborhood, to writing a book. Take a class 
and learn how to express yourself with the arts, or assemble a photo 
album of important moments in your life.  The experiences you have as 
older adults are ones that are not written in a textbook and cannot be 
learned in a classroom.  Share your story because you are the holder of 
those secrets and the best one to tell them. 

 Communities that support and include all their members are stronger. 
Please join the Allegany County Office for the Aging in strengthening our 
community by thanking the older adults of Allegany County for everything they 
contribute to our community.  
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, COMMUNICATIONS, REPORTS, ETC.: 
 

1. Report of IntraFund Transfers and Tax Bill Corrections Approved by the County 
Administrator in April. 

 
2. Declarations of State of Emergency due to COVID-19: 

 Village of Wellsville:  Issued April 3, 2020, for the Period April 5 – May 4, 2020 
 Village of Wellsville:  Issued May 5, 2020, for the Period May 5 – June 4, 2020 
 

3. Correspondence from the Belfast Lions Club thanking the Board for its donation in 
memory of William Heaney 

 
4. Correspondence from the Cuba Circulating Library thanking the Board for its 

donation in memory of Delores Cross 
 
5. Correspondence from the American Red Cross indicating that as hospitals start to 

resume elective surgeries, blood donation appointments in the weeks ahead will be 
essential to help maintain a stable supply.  The Red Cross has scheduled the 
following blood drives in Allegany County: 
 Friday, May 15, 2-7 p.m., Short Tract Fire Company, 10355 County Road 15, 
Fillmore 
 Wednesday, June 10, 3-7 p.m., Angelica American Legion, 16 West Main St., 
Angelica 
 Tuesday, June 23, 2-6 p.m., Centerville Fire Department 8936 County Road 3, 
Centerville 

 
6. Correspondence that Senator George Borrello and others sent to Governor Cuomo 

regarding FMAP (Federal Medicaid Matching Funds) Funding. 
 

7. Correspondence and supporting documentation from Hodgson Russ indicating that 
the Allegany County Industrial Development Agency (ACIDA) intends to Act as 
SEQRA Lead Agency for the Hume-Wiscoy Solar I & II, LLC, Project 

 
 
PROCLAMATIONS: 
 
 Chairman Curtis W. Crandall proclaimed May 10-16, 2020, as HOSPITAL WEEK in 
Allegany County.   
 
 Chairman Curtis W. Crandall, in conjunction with Sheriff Rick Whitney, declared May 
10-16, 2020, as POLICE OFFICER WEEK, and May 15, 2020, as POLICE OFFICER 
MEMORIAL DAY in Allegany County.   
 
 Chairman Curtis W. Crandall proclaimed Friday, May 22, 2020, as POPPY DAY in 
Allegany County.   
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(Chairman Crandall encouraged everyone to support our veterans by making a donation to the 
American Legion.  Checks can be mailed to American Legion Post 808, 29 Schuyler Street, Belmont, 
New York, 14813.  Checks should be made payable to the American Legion Post 808 Ladies 
Auxiliary.) 

 
 Chairman Curtis W. Crandall proclaimed May 2020 to be OLDER AMERICANS 
MONTH in Allegany County.   
  
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 111-20 
 

RESOLUTION REQUESTING NEW YORK STATE TO RESTORE STATE RETIREMENT 
SERVICE CREDITS TO ALLEGANY COUNTY WORKERS WHO TEMPORARILY LOST 

THOSE SERVICE CREDITS DUE TO THE COUNTY’S TEMPORARY  
WORKFORCE REDUCTION 

 
Offered by:  Personnel Committee 

 
 WHEREAS, the World Health Organization declared a Public Health Emergency of 
International Concern on January 30, 2020, due to the COVID-19 virus, and 
 
 WHEREAS, on January 31, 2020, United States Health and Human Services 
Secretary Alex M. Azar II declared a public health emergency for the entire United States to 
aid the nation’s healthcare community in responding to COVID-19, and the President of the 
United States of America proclaimed a national emergency concerning the outbreak of the 
Novel Coronavirus on March 13, 2020, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of New York issued Executive Order 202 on 
March 7, 2020, also declaring a disaster emergency in the state, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chairman of the Allegany County Board of Legislators declared a 
state of emergency on March 16, 2020, with extensions thereafter, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the anticipated economic downturn due to this pandemic is expected to 
burden local taxpayers for years to come, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the likelihood is strong that federal and state reimbursements and other 
external financial supports will be reduced as a resolute of an ensuing economic decline due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County additionally expects to receive less sales tax and other local 
revenues required to balance its budget, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Allegany County Board of Legislators took the unprecedented step of 
instituting a temporary workforce reduction in order to save taxpayer dollars while, at the 
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same time, utilizing provisions within the CARES Act to ensure that those employees are not 
financially harmed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, now, therefore, be it 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 1. That the Allegany County Board of Legislators formally requests that the 
Governor of the State of New York, along with both houses of the New York State 
Legislature, propose and adopt legislation to restore any loss of state retirement service 
credits by any municipal employee who was laid off or furloughed due to any COVID-19 
related temporary workforce reductions, including the one implemented in Allegany County 
beginning May 1, 2020. 
 
 2. That the Clerk of the Board shall furnish a copy of the resolution to Governor 
Andrew Cuomo, Majority and Minority Leaders in the New York State Senate, Speaker and 
Minority Leader in the New York State Assembly, Senator George Borrello, Assemblyman 
Joseph M. Giglio, the New York State Association of Counties, and the Inter-County 
Association of WNY. 

 
 Moved by:  Mr. Havey Adopted:  Voice Vote 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Harris  
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 112-20 
 

AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 70-20 TO PROPERLY STATE THE TAX YEAR AFFECTED 
BY THE CORRECTION 

 
Offered by:  Ways & Means Committee 

 
 WHEREAS, Resolution No. 70-20 – A Resolution Determining that Errors Exist on the 
2018 County, Town, and Village Tax Rolls for the Village of Andover with Regard to Real 
Property of a Taxpayer Therein; Directing Mailing of Notices of Approval of Applications for 
Corrected Tax Rolls and Ordering the Town Tax Collector to Correct the Tax Rolls; Providing 
for Chargebacks or Credits – was adopted on March 23, 2020, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the resolution erroneously stated the year 2018 and this Board wishes to 
correct Resolution No. 70-20 to show the correct year of 2019, now, therefore, be it 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 1. That Resolution No. 70-20 shall be amended to direct the correction of the 2019 
tax roll instead of the 2018 tax roll that was erroneously cited. 

 
 

 Moved by:  Mr. Stockin Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Fanton 15 Ayes, 0 Noes, 0 Absent 
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RESOLUTION NO. 113-20 
 

APPROVAL OF APPORTIONMENT OF MORTGAGE TAX TO TAX DISTRICTS  
AND AUTHORIZING WARRANT THEREFOR 

 
Offered by:  Ways & Means Committee 

 
Pursuant to Tax Law § 261 (3) 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 1. That the Semi-Annual Report for the period October 1, 2019, through March 31, 
2020, relating to Mortgage Tax Receipts and Disbursements, and the proposed distribution of 
such mortgage tax receipts therein, is approved as follows: 
 

TOWN 

AMOUNT OF TAX 

(4B) 

PAYABLE  

TO TOWN (5) 

PAYABLE TO 

VILLAGE (6) NAME OF VILLAGE 

  Alfred 6,106.44 4,918.04 1,188.40 

 

  Alfred 

  Allen 1,634.59 1,634.59   

  Alma 671.30 671.30   

  Almond 4,063.30 3,765.10 298.20   Almond 

  Amity 7,478.91 6,328.11 1,150.80   Belmont 

  Andover 2,772.92 2,326.54 446.38   Andover 

  Angelica 7,919.40 6,725.65 1,193.75   Angelica 

  Belfast 3,495.18 3,495.18   

  Birdsall 642.47 642.47   

  Bolivar 4,496.22 3,592.08 841.85   Bolivar 

                  62.29   Richburg 

  Burns 3,167.60 2,812.76 354.84   Canaseraga 

  Caneadea 6,355.11 6,355.11   

  Centerville 2,432.88 2,432.88   

  Clarksville 1,437.56 1,437.56   

  Cuba 12,963.96 11,201.12 1.762.84   Cuba 

  Friendship 6,682.91 6,682.91   

  Genesee 4,961.01 4,961.01   

  Granger 845.49 845.49   

  Grove 3,117.55 3,117.55   

  Hume 4,796.84 4,796.84   

  Independence 3,489.75 3,489.75   
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  New Hudson 2,839.34 2,839.34   

  Rushford 9,974.11 9,974.11   

  Scio 3,766.25 3,766.25   

  Ward 543.07 543.07   

  Wellsville 17,439.80 12,825.41 4,614.39   Wellsville 

  West Almond 0.00 0.00   

  Willing 2,645.09 2,645.09   

  Wirt 2,972.60 2,766.34 206.26   Richburg 

      

TOTALS 129,711.65 117,591.65 12,120.00  

 
 
 2. That the Clerk of this Board is authorized and directed to execute a warrant of 
this Board to the County Treasurer directing her to distribute to the several tax districts in the 
County their respective share of such mortgage tax. 

 
 Moved by:  Mr. Stockin Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Fanton 15 Ayes, 0 Noes, 0 Absent 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 114-20 
 

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT TO TOWNS AND VILLAGES FROM ADDITIONAL MORTGAGE 
TAX FEE RETAINAGE BY COUNTY CLERK;  

APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR 
 

Offered by:  Ways & Means Committee 
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 214-2004 the County Clerk was authorized pursuant to 
Section 262 of the Tax Law to request and receive reimbursement from the State of New 
York for all of his necessary expenses incurred in the administration of the Mortgage Tax 
Program on behalf of the State of New York, and 
 
 WHEREAS, it was the intent of this Board in adopting such resolution that the Towns 
and Villages of the County would not suffer any adverse financial consequences as a result 
of any increased retained expense reimbursement to the County Clerk, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County Clerk has received reimbursement of his necessary expenses 
incurred in the administration of the Mortgage Tax Program, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Board wishes to appropriate part of such reimbursement of necessary 
expenses received by the County Clerk for the administration of the Mortgage Tax Program 
to the Towns and Villages of the County, now, therefore, be it 
 
 RESOLVED: 
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 1. The amount of $25,544.61 is appropriated from Account No.  A1410.432 
(County Clerk – Contractual) and shall be distributed to the Towns and Villages of the County 
as follows: 
 

TOWNS 

AMOUNT RETAINED BY 

COUNTY CLERK’S 

OFFICE FOR 

MORTGAGE TAX FEE 

REBATE AMOUNT  

TO TOWN 

REBATE AMOUNT  

TO VILLAGE 

 

 

  VILLAGES 

  Alfred 1,202.56 968.53 234.03 

 

  Alfred 

  Allen 321.91 321.91   

  Alma 132.20 132.20   

  Almond 800.20 741.47 58.73   Almond 

  Amity 1,472.85 1,246.22 226.63   Belmont 

  Andover 546.08 458.17 87.91   Andover 

  Angelica 1,559.60 1,324.51 235.09   Angelica 

  Belfast 688.32 688.32   

  Birdsall 126.53 126.53   

  Bolivar 885.46 705.22 178.97   Bolivar 

                  1.27   Richburg 

  Burns 623.81 553.93 69.88   Canaseraga 

  Caneadea 1,251.54 1,251.54   

  Centerville 479.12 479.12   

  Clarksville 283.11 283.11   

  Cuba 2,553.04 2,205.88 347.16   Cuba 

  Friendship 1,316.09 1,316.09   

  Genesee 976.99 976.99   

  Granger 166.51 166.51   

  Grove 613.95 613.95   

  Hume 944.66 944.66   

  Independence 687.25 687.25   

  New Hudson 559.16 559.16   

  Rushford 1,964.24 1,964.24   

  Scio 741.70 741.70   

  Ward 106.93 106.93   

  Wellsville 3,434.49 2,525.76 908.73   Wellsville 

  West Almond 0.00 0.00   

  Willing 520.91 520.91   

  Wirt 585.40 544.78 40.62   Richburg 
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TOTALS 25,544.61 23,155.59 2,389.02  
  

 2. The Chairman of this Board, Allegany County Clerk, and Allegany County 
Treasurer are authorized to execute any and all vouchers, warrants, and other necessary 
documents of every nature and kind in order to affect the purpose of this resolution. 

 
 Moved by:  Mr. Stockin Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Fanton 15 Ayes, 0 Noes, 0 Absent 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 115-20 
 

APPROVAL AND RATIFYING SIX-YEAR AGREEMENT BETWEEN COUNTY OF 
ALLEGANY AND ALLEGANY COUNTY DEPUTY SHERIFF’S ASSOCIATION; 

IMPLEMENTING 2019 COMPENSATION NOTWITHSTANDING PROVISIONS OF 
RESOLUTION NO. 287-2019 

 
Offered by:  Personnel Committee 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 1. That the Agreement between the County of Allegany and the Allegany County 
Deputy Sheriff’s Association, covering the period January 1, 2019, to December 31, 2024, is 
approved and ratified. 
 

2. That notwithstanding the provisions of Resolution No. 287-2019 to the contrary, 
retroactive to and from January 1, 2019, each unit employee occupying a position set forth in 
Agreement between the County of Allegany and the Allegany County Deputy Sheriff’s 
Association approved by this resolution, shall receive the salary or rate of compensation for 
the step of the Grade of the position occupied that is set forth in the salary schedules 
annexed to the Agreement for the period January 1, 2019, through December 31, 2024, and 
being the salary or rate of compensation such unit employee was entitled to receive 
commencing January 1, 2019, pursuant to such Agreement and pursuant to the County Unit 
Salary Plan; and further, the increment recommendation from the Sheriff for each such unit 
employee under his jurisdiction receiving such recommendation is approved. 
 

3. That the Chairman of this Board is authorized to execute the Agreement upon 
its preparation and approval by the County Attorney's Office. 

 
 

 Moved by:  Mr. Havey Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Harris 14 Ayes, 0 Noes, 0 Absent 

Abstain:  Graves 
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Comments made regarding Resolution No. 115-20:  Legislator Healy stated that he wanted to 
recap comments from the Committee of the Whole meeting.  As Chairman of the Public 
Safety Committee, he would like to thank everyone involved in putting this agreement 
together.  He feels this contract is a win-win for all involved, especially our taxpayers.  
Legislator Graves requested permission to abstain from voting on the resolution as his son is 
employed in the Sheriff’s Office.  A motion was made by Legislator Fanton, seconded by 
Legislator Decker, and carried to allow Legislator Graves to abstain.  After the vote on the 
resolution, Chairman Crandall stated that he’d like to echo Legislator Healy’s comments.  
Chairman Crandall thanked County Administrator Knapp, Legislator Ricci, Sheriff Whitney, 
and members of the Deputy Sheriff’s Association.  There was a lot of conversation and 
negotiating, and that’s how we end up with a contract that is good for all parties.     
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 116-20 
 

APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF ALLEGANY AND ARDENT 
SOLUTIONS, INC.  TO PROVIDE STAFFING OVERSIGHT AND GRANT WRITING 

SERVICES TO THE CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER; AUTHORIZING BOARD CHAIRMAN 
AND THE COMMISSIONER OF SOCIAL SERVICES TO EXECUTE SAID AGREEMENT 

 
Offered by:  Human Services Committee 

 
RESOLVED: 

 
 1. That the Agreement between the County of Allegany and Ardent Solutions, Inc. 
to provide staffing oversight and grant writing services for the Child Advocacy Center for the 
term commencing May 1, 2020, through December 31, 2020, is approved. 
 

2. That the Chairman of this Board and the Commissioner of Social Services are 
authorized to execute such agreement. 

 
 Moved by:  Mrs. Hopkins Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mrs. Burdick 15 Ayes, 0 Noes, 0 Absent 

 
Comments made regarding Resolution No. 116-20:  Legislator Hopkins stated she’d like to 
comment on this resolution and the next few resolutions in regards to the Child Advocacy 
Center.  Legislator Hopkins said this is a crucial program that will no longer be able to 
operate as it has in Cattaraugus County.  It will now be operated out of Allegany County.  The 
County Administrator and Commissioner of Social Services negotiated an agreement for this 
program which provides services to Allegany County and Cattaraugus County youth.  She 
urged approval of the resolutions.   
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RESOLUTION NO. 117-20 

 
APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF ALLEGANY AND NEW 

YORK STATE OFFICE OF CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES FOR A MOBILE UNIT FOR 
THE CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER; AUTHORIZING BOARD CHAIRMAN AND THE 

COMMISSIONER OF SOCIAL SERVICES TO EXECUTE SAID AGREEMENT 
 

Offered by:  Human Services Committee 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
 1. That the Agreement between the County of Allegany and New York State Office 
of Children and Family Services for a mobile unit for the Child Advocacy Center commencing 
May 1, 2020, is approved. 
 

2. That the Chairman of this Board and the Commissioner of Social Services are 
authorized to execute such agreement. 

 
 Moved by:  Mrs. Hopkins Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mrs. Burdick 14 Ayes, 1 No, 0 Absent 

Voting No:  Decker 
 

Comments made regarding Resolution No. 117-20:  Legislator Decker stated he would be 
voting “no” on this resolution.  He feels the money for the mobile unit should be spent in other 
areas of the state that don’t have offices.  Legislator Hopkins stated that while she respects 
Legislator Decker’s views, the mobile unit will be used in the outlying areas of our counties 
where transportation and confidentiality are often an issue for youth.  Legislator Healy stated 
that the purpose of this mobile unit is to compliment services provided in other locations.  It 
will also be used to respond to crime scenes.  If we don’t take it, the money and vehicle will 
go elsewhere.   
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 118-20 
 

APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF ALLEGANY AND DAVID 
CHAMBERS TO PROVIDE CONSULTANT SERVICES WITH RESPECT TO THE CHILD 
ADVOCACY CENTER CASELOAD AND SERVICE PROVISION; AUTHORIZING THE 

COMMISSIONER OF SOCIAL SERVICES TO EXECUTE SAID AGREEMENT 
 

Offered by:  Human Services Committee 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
 1. That the Agreement between the County of Allegany and David Chambers to 
provide consultant services with respect to the Child Advocacy Center caseload and service 
provision commencing May 1, 2020, is approved. 
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 2. The County agrees to pay to the Contractor for the services to be performed 
hereunder the sum of $24.72 per hour.   
 

3. That the Commissioner of Social Services is authorized to execute such 
agreement. 

 
 Moved by:  Mrs. Hopkins Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mrs. Burdick 15 Ayes, 0 Noes, 0 Absent 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 119-20 
 

APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF ALLEGANY AND ERIN 
SPRING TO PROVIDE CONSULTANT SERVICES WITH RESPECT TO THE CHILD 

ADVOCACY CENTER CASELOAD AND SERVICE PROVISION; AUTHORIZING THE 
COMMISSIONER OF SOCIAL SERVICES TO EXECUTE SAID AGREEMENT 

 
Offered by:  Human Services Committee 

 
RESOLVED: 

 
 1. That the Agreement between the County of Allegany and Erin Spring to provide 
consultant services with respect to the Child Advocacy Center caseload and service provision 
commencing May 1, 2020, is approved. 
 
 2. The County agrees to pay to the Contractor for the services to be performed 
hereunder the sum of $20.33 per hour.   
 

3. That the Commissioner of Social Services is authorized to execute such 
agreement. 

 
 Moved by:  Mrs. Hopkins Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mrs. Burdick 15 Ayes, 0 Noes, 0 Absent 
 
Comments made regarding Resolution No. 119-20:  Legislator Barnes asked if Erin Spring 
was an individual or a group.  Chairman Crandall clarified that Erin Spring is an individual.   
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 120-20 
 

APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF ALLEGANY AND  
NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES FOR  

MULTI-DISCIPLINARY THERAPY PROVIDED THROUGH THE CHILD ADVOCACY 
CENTER; AUTHORIZING BOARD CHAIRMAN AND THE COMMISSIONER OF SOCIAL 

SERVICES TO EXECUTE SAID AGREEMENT 
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Offered by:  Human Services Committee 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
 1. That the Agreement between the County of Allegany and New York State Office 
of Children and Family Services for multi-disciplinary therapy provided through the Child 
Advocacy Center commencing May 1, 2020, is approved. 
 

2. That the Chairman of this Board and the Commissioner of Social Services are 
authorized to execute such agreement. 

 
 Moved by:  Mrs. Hopkins Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mrs. Burdick 15 Ayes, 0 Noes, 0 Absent 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 121-20 
 

APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF ALLEGANY AND NEW 
YORK STATE OFFICE OF VICTIM SERVICES FOR THE PROVISION OF VICTIM 

ADVOCATE SERVICES THROUGH THE CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER; AUTHORIZING 
BOARD CHAIRMAN AND THE COMMISSIONER OF SOCIAL SERVICES TO 

EXECUTE SAID AGREEMENT 
 

Offered by:  Human Services Committee 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
 1. That the Agreement between the County of Allegany and New York State Office 
of Victim Services for the provision of victim advocate services through the Child Advocacy 
Center commencing May 1, 2020, is approved. 
 

2. That the Chairman of this Board and the Commissioner of Social Services are 
authorized to execute such agreement. 

 
 Moved by:  Mrs. Hopkins Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mrs. Burdick 15 Ayes, 0 Noes, 0 Absent 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 122-20 
 

RESOLUTION CALLING ON THE CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION TO PROVIDE 
COUNTIES WITH DIRECT FEDERAL AID TO SUPPORT COUNTIES’ COVID-19 

RESPONSE AND REOPENING ECONOMIC ACTIVITY EFFORTS 
 

Offered by: Ways & Means Committee 
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 WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted every aspect of our society, 
government, and the economy, unlike any other event in the past 50 years; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the New York State Association of Counties (NYSAC) has released an 
economic impact report detailing revenue loss projections for counties across the state; and 
 
 WHEREAS, New York State will be disproportionately hard hit compared to other parts 
of the country; and 
 
 WHEREAS, under a mild recession, counties outside of New York City can expect to 
lose $1.52 billion in local revenue and state aid; and 
 
 WHEREAS, under a more severe recession, counties outside of New York City can 
expect to lose $3.55 billion in local revenue and state aid; and 
 
 WHEREAS, counties face an unprecedented quadruple threat of 
 

- Declining local revenues, especially sales tax, but also hotel occupancy taxes, 
mortgage recording taxes, gaming revenues, among other revenues;  

- Higher spending necessary to respond to the health emergency;  
- The loss of state reimbursement;  
- The potential of significant losses for small businesses on our main streets that 

could threaten jobs and the property tax base over the short to mid-term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, without further federal assistance, the fiscal outlook for counties could 
become catastrophic; and 
 
 WHEREAS, counties are the primary governmental unit responsible for delivering 
services to New Yorkers during this pandemic. Some of these services include: 
 

- Maintaining public facilities including hospitals, clinics, nursing homes;  
- Administering and providing for Medicaid on behalf of the state;  
- Disease surveillance, monitoring, testing, and providing education to the public on 

how to practice social distancing and proper hygiene;  
- Providing and coordinating the acquisition of PPE and other equipment;  
- Providing mortuary services;  
- Providing mental health educational resources to the public;  
- Ensuring access to counseling and substance abuse services;  
- Staffing and managing emergency operations centers that organize disaster 

responses;  
- Maintaining and staffing 9-1-1 systems that respond to urgent calls for help;  
- Providing families in need with services like child care, cash assistance, 

emergency housing, responding to domestic violence situations, child and adult 
protective services, SNAP, LIHEAD, and foster care;  

- Assisting small businesses with bridge loans and working capital;  
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- Employment training for those who are unemployed;  
- Ensuring vulnerable seniors continue to receive essential services;  
- Coordinating meals on wheels, medical supplies and prescriptions. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 1.  That the Allegany County Board of Legislators calls upon the Congressional 
Delegation to provide all counties direct unrestricted federal aid. 
 
  2.  That this aid should be distributed based on county population. 
 
  3.  Federal stimulus legislation must also grant counties who received funding 
under the Coronavirus Relief Fund as part of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security Act (CARES Act) the ability to use these funds to supplant projected revenue loss. 
 
  4.  The Clerk of this Board shall forward copies of this resolution to Governor 
Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, the New York State Congressional 
Delegation and all others deemed necessary and proper. 

 
 Moved by:  Mr. Stockin Adopted:  Voice Vote 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Fanton  

 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 123-20 
 

RESOLUTION URGING GOVERNOR ANDREW M. CUOMO AND THE STATE 
LEGISLATURE TO CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE REPEAL OR MODIFICATION OF 

FEDERAL CAP ON THE DEDUCTIBILITY OF STATE AND LOCAL TAXES AND ENGAGE 
THE NEW YORK STATE CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION TO SUPPORT THESE 

EFFORTS IN 2020 
 

Offered by: Ways & Means Committee 
 

WHEREAS, in 2017 Congress enacted comprehensive federal tax reforms that 
capped the deductibility of state and local taxes (SALT) at $10,000, among other items; and 

 
WHEREAS, capping SALT deductibility impacted New York taxpayers (especially 

homeowners) much more than taxpayers in other states because of our higher home prices 
and tax rates; and   

 
WHEREAS, many in Congress targeted New York and other similarly situated states 

as being unfairly subsidized by taxpayers in other states because of the full deductibility of 
SALT; and 
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WHEREAS, this viewpoint failed to recognize that New York State has been a 

consistent “donor” state to the federal government because of our long history of being home 
to many high wealth individuals and higher than average income earners; and  

 
WHEREAS, this results in New York contributing tens of billions of dollars more each 

year to the federal government than we receive back in payments or grants and this has been 
occurring for decades; and  

 
WHEREAS, the consistent “donor” status is the result of a plethora of federal funding 

formulas where income is often used as a basis for distributing those dollars; and 
 
WHEREAS, since the state receives fewer federal grants and payments than other 

states, New York must raise more local taxes to fulfill federal mandates and regulations for K-
12 education, health and social services, environmental and labor protections, as well as 
provide local quality of life services including fire and police protection, higher education, and 
emergency preparedness and response, among others; and  

 
WHEREAS, the deductibility of SALT was 1 of 6 original federal tax deductions 

established when the federal income tax was created in 1913; and  
 
WHEREAS, the SALT deduction was implemented to prevent double taxation and to 

encourage states and local government to invest in their communities, infrastructure and 
people – often because the federal government recognized they could not make these 
investments; and  

 
WHEREAS, the House of Representatives recently passed the “Restoring Tax 

Fairness for State and Localities Act” which will raise the cap on the deductibility of SALT 
from $10,000 to $20,000 for one year and then suspend the cap for the following two years; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, enactment of this legislation, or similar legislation, can correct the 

inequities created by the SALT deductibility cap, now, therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the Allegany County Board of Legislators urges the Governor and State 

Legislature to work closely with the New York state congressional delegation in the coming 

year to help garner additional support for these changes in Congress; and 

 
2. That the Clerk of this Board is directed to send a certified copy of this resolution 

to Governor Andrew Cuomo, members of the New York State Legislature, Senator George 

Borrello, Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, Senator Charles Schumer, Assemblyman Joseph M. 

Giglio, United States Representative Tom Reed, the New York State Association of Counties, 

and the Inter-County Association of WNY. 
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 Moved by:  Mr. Stockin Adopted:  Voice Vote 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Fanton  

 
Comments made regarding Resolution No. 123-20:  Legislator Barnes voiced his opposition 
saying that New York State’s taxes are so much higher than other states and it’s unfair just 
because New York State wants to get a bigger break.  Legislator Healy stated that he agrees 
with Mr. Barnes, but on behalf of our constituents we need to try to get them as much tax 
relief as possible.  Legislator Harris remarked that he thinks there might be some confusion 
on this resolution.  He asked County Treasurer Terri Ross to explain.  Ms. Ross stated that 
they are trying to revamp the limit on the SALT deduction.  They want to raise the SALT 
deduction to $20,000.  Legislator Fanton stated that according to Governor Cuomo, New 
York State pays more than we get back.  Chairman Crandall clarified that this resolution is 
simply urging New York State to support this.   
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 124-20 
 

RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO STATE LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS THAT 
UNDERMINE THE CAREFUL BALANCE THAT EXISTS IN STATE LAW RELATED TO 

THE TAX FORECLOSURE PROCESS IN NEW YORK STATE 
Offered by: Ways & Means Committee 

 
WHEREAS, the current real property tax law process to ensure tax compliance and 

limit tax foreclosure has been on the books for decades; and 
 
WHEREAS, the real property tax foreclosure process is designed to strike a balance 

for a strong enforcement mechanism to ensure critical property tax revenues are protected in 
order to provide vital state mandated and local services in our communities, while providing 
property owners important alternatives and additional time to make payments to avoid 
foreclosure; and 

 
WHEREAS, a recent state legislative initiative proposed to eliminate certain tax 

enforcement fees and penalties, allow for varying interest rates in tax delinquencies, and 
eliminate the current law “reverse chronological order” of satisfying tax liens; and  

 
WHEREAS, reducing these fees, penalty and interest tax enforcement measures will 

likely reduce the effectiveness and balance of the current system, and sow confusion among 
taxpayers across the state; and  

 
WHEREAS, eliminating the current law “reverse chronological order” provisions will 

allow property owners to potentially abuse the system and remain perpetually in arrears on 
multiple years of their property taxes, significantly damaging tax compliance; and  

 
WHEREAS, reduced tax compliance will jeopardize the delivery of critical state and 

local services in the community, and will unfairly shift the burden of these unpaid property 
taxes to other property owners; and 
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WHEREAS, county government is the primary governmental unit, along with some 

cities and other municipalities, charged by the State with ensuring real property tax law 
compliance and enforcement at the local level; and  

 
WHEREAS, under this charge, counties are required to fully reimburse all school 

districts and most towns and villages for any property taxes they cannot collect in the first 
instance, which often requires counties to borrow tens of millions of dollars annually while tax 
recoupment is commenced, all with the primary goal of ensuring fairness for taxpayers and 
avoiding tax foreclosure; and  

 
WHEREAS, the real property law provides an extensive notification process for 

property owners that fall into arrears to help them understand what is happening and their 
options; and 

 
WHEREAS, the real property tax law also allows installment payment plans for up to 

36 months for tax delinquency to ease the burden, and provides special allowances for farm 
property and military personnel – combined, these items can prevent tax foreclosure or 
extend the timeline for several years; and 
 

 WHEREAS, while many counties use these statutory allowances to ease the tax 
foreclosure process and burden, they also provide additional help including:  
 

-Allowing partial payments for the initial property taxes due to ease the payment burden; 
 
-Encouraging property owners to seek legal advice and other options so they can retain 
their property; 
 
-Engaging family members, especially for senior citizens, to allow for these relatives to 
receive duplicate copies of property tax bills, delinquency notices and other real property 
items;   
 
-Guiding property owners to local and state programs that may offer them assistance to 
clear up their delinquent taxes;  
 
-Allowing property owners to repurchase their property in cases of tax foreclosure, under 
specified timelines and parameters, among other help, now, therefore, be it 

 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Allegany County Board of Legislators opposes state legislation that 

can undermine the careful balance that exists in state law related to the tax foreclosure 

process in New York State; and  

 
2. That Allegany County is especially concerned about the unintended 

consequences this broadly drafted legislation will cause by eliminating the current law 
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reverse chronological order for paying tax liens, which would allow taxpayers to delay paying 

their property taxes for years, shifting the burden to their neighbors, and jeopardizing the 

delivery of state and local services; and  

 
3. That the Clerk of the Board shall furnish a copy of the resolution to Governor 

Andrew Cuomo, Majority and Minority Leaders in the New York State Senate, Speaker and 

Minority Leader in the New York State Assembly, Senator George Borrello, Assemblyman 

Joseph M. Giglio, the New York State Association of Counties, and the Inter-County 

Association of WNY. 

 
 Moved by:  Mr. Stockin Adopted:  Voice Vote 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Fanton  

 
Comments made regarding Resolution No. 124-20:  Legislator Barnes asked the County 
Treasurer to explain what’s being proposed and how it differs from what we have now.  Ms. 
Ross stated that it would do a multitude of things.  For one thing, it would reverse the order in 
the way back taxes can be paid.  It would also allow changes in interest rates.  This 
resolution opposes those changes.  After the vote on the resolution Chairman Crandall noted 
that the last three resolutions very recently came from our county associations and were 
addressed at the last Ways & Means Committee meeting.     
 
AUDITS: 
 
 A motion was made by Legislator Stockin, seconded by Legislator Dibble, and carried, 
that the audits be acted upon collectively and by totals. 
   

A motion was made by Legislator Root, seconded by Legislator Burdick, and adopted 
on a roll call vote of 15 Ayes, 0 Noes, 0 Absent, that the audit of claims, totaling 
$2,938,163.68 including prepaid expenses, be approved for payment as recommended by 
the County Administrator.  (Allegany County’s Local Dollar Share of the NYS Medicaid 
Program paid year-to-date is $3,293,550.) 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
 Legislator Decker stated that he’s hoping to hear from the Governor that we’ll be 
coming out of the NYS on Pause.  It’s costing businesses a great deal.  He asks that 
Memorial Day and Fourth of July parades don’t get cancelled.  These celebrations are part of 
our culture.  Legislator Dibble asked if any decision has been made on parades.  County 
Administrator Knapp stated she doesn’t have anything to report.  
 
ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 3:19 p.m. on a motion made by Legislator 

Graves, seconded by Legislator Decker, and carried. 
 
 
 


