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Annual Dinner Meeting Minutes 01 /Z0/99 at Moon wink's Restaurant, Cuba, NY
Present: Rick Hollis, Kate Hollis, Ron Stuck, Chuck Jessup, Dick Yanda, Duke Ackley, and Pat Regan
Excused: Lee Dibble, Bill Dibble, and Gary Bastian
Absent: Dick Klein, Ken Skinner
Guests: Diana Sinton-Alfred Univ. Geographer and specialist in G.I.S., and Leg. Sue & Mr. AI Myers,
Mrs. Richard Yanda, Mrs Julie Marshall, Dir Office of Econ Dev, Leg and Mrs Alton Sylor,
Leg and Mrs Rodney Bennett, representing Assemblyman Dan Burling, Mr & Mrs Donald Wampole,
representing Assemblyman Jerry Johnson, Mr. Thomas Buttafarro, representing Assemblywoman Cathy
Young, Leg Ronald Truax, Mr Kier Dirlam, representing Southern Tier West as acting County Planner and
Craig Braack, Co. Historian.
I. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:46pm by Chairman Hollis. Chairman Hollis
stated that the By-laws state that the only business which needs to be conducted at the first meeting of
the year is to elect officers.
II. Nominating Committee Report:
A. Duke Ackley reported that the Nominating Committee wished to propose the following slate of
officers for 1999:
Chairman- Rick Hollis, Vice Chairman-Ron Stuck, Secretary-Lee Dibble.
B. Additional nominations from the floor were asked for but none were proposed. Chairman Hollis
called for a motion to close nominations.
C. On a motion from Dick Yanda and seconded by ChuckJessup it was moved that nominations be
closed and that one vote be cast for this slate of officers. Motion carried unanimously.
III. Adjournment: On a motion from Duke Ackley and seconded by ChuckJessup, the business meeting
was adjourned at 7:51PM.
IV. Guest Speaker: After the close of the meeting, Craig Braack, Allegany County Historian put on a
presentation about the origins of Allegany County Towns.

spectfully submitted,

Ron Stuck, Acting Secretary and

-b~D~
Lee Dibble, Secretary
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Meeting Minutes 02/17/99
Present: Chuck jessup, Lee Dibble, Bill Dibble, Rick Hollis, Kate Hollis, Duke Ackley, Dick Yanda, Dick Klein, Ron Stuck,
Leg. Pat Regan, Kier Dirlam, STW Rep.
Excused: Diana Sinton
Absent: Ken Skinner and Gary Bastian
Guests: Co. Leg. Sue Myers
I. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:30PM by Chairman R. Hollis. The Chairman noted
that a quorum was present and welcomed everyone in attendance.
2. Minutes: Secretary Lee Dibble read the minutes of the December 16, 1998, meeting. On a motion by R.
Stuck and seconded by K. Hollis, the minutes were approved as read. The Secretary then read the minutes
of the January 20, 1999, Annual Meeting. On a motion by B. Dibble and seconded by R. Yanda, these
minutes were approved as read.
3. Correspondence:
A. K. Dirlam passed out a list of several IRP's. None of these concerned Allegany County.
B. R. Hollis noted the receipt of a letter from OPRHP listing Main Street, Cuba, NY, on the NY State
Register of Historic Places. They are now seeking a listing on the National Register of Historic Places.
R. Klein stated that Cuba Village thanked the Planning Board for it's letter of support for this endeavor.
4. Reports:
A. K. Dirlam gave R. Hollis a copy of the minutes from the January 27, 1999, Tourism Advisory Board
Meeting and a copy of the minutes from the November 20, 1998, Development Advisory Board
Meeting.
B. Chairman R. Hollis noted that the I 998 Annual Report for the Planning Board was on the Program for
the Annual Dinner. This will be re-formatted for the official record. He will also send another copy of
the 1997 Annual report which was previously turned in with the meeting minutes for January 1998.
C. Chairman R. Hollis distributed minutes of a special meeting held on February 9, 1999, with Leg. S.
Myers and K. Dirlam also in attendance. K. Hollis took notes for this meeting. Chairman R. Hollis
reported that Leg. S. Myers started the meeting by stating she had been given free rein to do whatever
she wished with the membership of the Planning Board and then handed him a list of proposed
members. R. Stuck asked for a summary of the events of the meeting. R. Hollis reviewed the highlights
of this meeting noting in particular the following points:
I.) R. Hollis stated he had a problem with Leg. Myers desire to remove K. Hollis from the Planning
Board and having to make a choice of either L. Dibble or B. Dibble.
2.) Leg. S. Myers then interceded with information that she had a copy of the court decision and stated
that all County Legislators will now be off the Planning Board. There is a need for a new local law
and passage of new resolutions. This process is expected to take two (2) months.
3.) Leg. Myers announced that Board Chair John Walchli, Jr. has appointed Diana Sinton of Alfred to
the Planning Board.
4.) Leg. Myers stated that County Legislators were not eligible to serve on the Planning Board because
of the issue of double voting. She further stated that Planning Board appointments are not at the
pleasure of the Board Chair. The appointments come from the P&D Comm. and are then approved
by the full Board of Legs. The P&D Comm. will respond to the Planning Board's concerns.
5.) Chairman Hollis then continued with his summary of the minutes of the February 9, 1999, special
meeting.
6.) R. Stuck noted that Planning Board members used to get copies of all committee minutes. P. Regan
stated that these will soon be on the website. They can get a list of those members who are not online and send them hard copies.
On a motion by C. Jessup and seconded by R. Klein, it was moved that the notes of the February 9,
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1999, meeting will be appended to the minutes of this meeting, (2/17/99) and become part of the
official record. Motion carried.
D. Chairman Hollis reported that his review of the Planning Board by-laws reveals that if a Planning
Board member missed more than three (3) consecutive meetings, that the Legislative Chairman would
be asked to remove that member. Chairman Hollis then distributed copies of an attendance chart for
all Planning Board members. It was noted that K. Skinner had missed nine (9) meetings and that G.
Bastian had missed eight (8) meetings out of the previous eleven (11 ). Chairman Hollis then returned
to the issue of the possible removal of K. Hollis from the Planning Board even though she had not
missed a single meeting. He also revisited the issue of being asked to choose between L. Dibble and B.
Dibble who also had not missed any meetings. R. Stuck suggested that there should be some
communication with G. Bastian re: his membership. Chair R. Hollis stated that Leg. Board Chair John
Walchli, Jr. had said that he would talk to Gary about his attendance but had heard nothing further on
the matter. Chairman Hollis again stated that he did not want to see anyone removed from the
Planning Board. S. Myers then stated that it would take at least two (2) months for appointments. She
also stated that John Walchli, Jr. has talked to G. Bastian once and will speak with him again.
E. Chairman Hollis then asked if the list of Planning Board Members from Allegany County Towns and
Villages could be reviewed by Planning Board members. P. Regan stated that this would be up to the
P&D Comm.
F. R. Yanda asked why can't active volunteers be members of the Planning Board. What is the logic of
their doing hundreds of hours of work if only to be removed? The reply was that the Board of
Legislators will vote on the recommendations of the P&D Comm.
G. R. Stuck commented that NYS law gives the County Legislature Power to create the Planning Board
which can then obtain grants, lobby for it's budget, etc. This falls back under legislative rules in
addition to the provisions of General Municipal Law #239.
H. R. Yanda moved that the Planning Board be informed about the time and date of the (P&D Comm)
meeting and the Board of Legislators meeting when they discuss membership of the Planning Board.
Motion was seconded by C. Jessup and carried.
I. B. Dibble stated his support for G. Bastian's continued membership on the Planning Board. C. Jessup
suggested that R. Stuck or B. Dibble talk to Gary on this matter.
J. R. Stuck stated that he had created by-laws with language for non-voting membership. C. Jessup noted
that our by-laws provide for ex-officio members. If we lose two (2) more members, the Planning
Board will be down to ten (10) members. By law, the Planning Board can have up to twenty (20)
members or have as few as seven (7) members. The quorum is based on the number of current
members.
5. New Business:
A. Chairman Hollis summarized his E-mail from K. Dirlam about Kier's attendance at Allegany County
Planning Board Meetings and Chairman Hollis' request that agenda items be sent to the Chairman ten
( 10) days before the meeting in order to facilitate making out the agenda and getting it in the mail in a
timely manner. This request necessitated a clarification for K. Dirlam as he wondered if he should hold
items that came in after that time until the following meeting. Chairman Hollis reiterated that he
didn't want Planning Board members to be faced with a great number of items to be considered "cold"
at the meeting. Hence, the ten ( 10) day request. However, it was explained that K. Dirlam was to
bring all those pertinent items to the current meeting-not to delay until the following meeting.
Chairman Hollis explained that he was not suggesting a change in policy; that he simply wanted to
know as much as possible ahead of time for the reasons stated previously.
B. Chairman Hollis reported that K. Dirlam has given him a pamphlet called "A Guide For Local Officials
on Zoning Referrals" and asked that the Planning Board review and revise that pamphlet and bring it
up to date. Chairman Hollis suggested that this guide be referred back to the P&D Comm. and from
there to the County Attorneys to assure that the information on current laws was up-to-date. K.
Dirlam reported that he had received very few zoning referrals although he realizes that there is little
zoning in the County. After some discussions, it was decided by consensus that Planning Board
members would be sent copies of the pamphlet for their review. The Planning Board would then make
recommendations after they had had time to consider the pamphlet's provisions.
C. R. Klein reported on a 1997 Resource Management Committee (RM Comm.) meeting which he
attended. At that meeting he had requested that certain provisions of a Cattaraugus County Waste
Management Plan be adopted or incorporated into the Allegany County Waste Management Plan.
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Copies of these provisions were distributed and R. Klein noted that Items # 1-5 are already in the
County's plan but incorporation of items #6 and #7 would give Allegany County some control over
siting of landfills. There was some discussion as to whether this had been sent on to the Public Works
Committee (PW Corum.) but R. Klein stated that it had gone to the County Attorneys. It was then noted
that the Town of Allen maybe subjected to some troubles and that many towns are easy prey for landfill
sitings. Land use management can be done without zoning. K. Dirlam then suggested doing site plan
review. P. Regan noted that towns can limit the amount brought in each day, thereby making the
landfill unprofitable. Chairman Hollis noted that Caneadea already has zoning which defines the
distance between landfills sites.
D.P. Regan reported that our request to dedicate the Room ZZ 1 to Frank Williams had been taken to
caucus and that the room would be dedicated soon.
E. B. Dibble reported on the TEA-Z I application specifications and requirements. A copy has been made
available to the Caneadea Bridge group but other projects should be considered. TEA-Z I requires an
80/ZO match and must have a municipality as a sponsor. Draft applications are due March 5, 1999,
and final applications are due April 1, 1999. There is $50-$60 million available for New York State.
There are twelve (1 Z) categories for eligible projects but all must be related to transportation.
Questions should be directed to Rich Rauber, NYS-DOT at Hornell, phone: 607-324-8415.
F. B. Dibble also reported that there are funds available from the Department of Interior to promote
research and enhancement of knowledge about the Underground Railroad.
G. R. Klein reported that he had received a call from Rushford pertaining to their plans to commemorate
the ZOOth Anniversary of receiving their charter-specifically in 1808. They want to know what to do
stimulate local interest in Rushford. It was suggested that they contact the Preservation League of New
York State-particularly Tania Werbisky.
6. Adjournment: Duke Ackley informed us that there are only 71 days until Walleye season. On a motion
from Duke Ackley, and seconded by Chuck jessup, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Lee Dibble, Secretary

Alle)l.any Co1111ty Plannin)l. lloard Annual Meeting Minutes for 02/17/99 • page 3 of 3

Allegany

C4ing

Board

''V.olunteers Working For To morro-w••
Rick Hollis, Chainnan

(716)-268-9229
County Office Building Room 208 Belmont, NY 14813 Fax (716)-268-9446

Ron Stuck, Vice Chainnan

Meeting Minutes 02/17/99
Present: Chuck Jessup, Lee Dibble, Bill Dibble, Rick Hollis, Kate Hollis, Duke Ackley, Dick Yanda, Dick Klein, Ron Stuck,
Leg. Pat Regan, Kier Dirlam, STW Rep.
Excused: Diana Sinton
Absent: Ken Skinner and Gary Bastian
Guests: Co. Leg. Sue Myers
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:30PM by Chairman R. Hollis. The Chairman noted
that a quorum was present and welcomed everyone in attendance.
2. Minutes: Secretary Lee Dibble read the minutes of the December 16, 1998, meeting. On a motion by R.
Stuck and seconded by K. Hollis, the minutes were approved as read. The Secretary then read the minutes
of the January 20, 1999, Annual Meeting. On a motion by B. Dibble and seconded by R. Yanda, these
minutes were approved as read.
3. Correspondence:
A. K. Dirlam passed out a list of several IRP's. None of these concerned Allegany County.
B. R. Hollis noted the receipt of a letter from OPRHP listing Main Street, Cuba, NY, on the NY State
Register of Historic Places. They are now seeking a listing on the National Register of Historic Places.
R. Klein stated that Cuba Village thanked the Planning Board for it's letter of support for this endeavor.
4. Reports:
A. K. Dirlam gave R. Hollis a copy of the minutes from the January 27, 1999, Tourism Advisory Board
Meeting and a copy of the minutes from the November 20, 1998, Development Advisory Board
Meeting.
B. Chairman R. Hollis noted that the 1998 Annual Report for the Planning Board was on the Program for
the Annual Dinner. This will be re-formatted for the official record. He will also send another copy of
the 1997 Annual report which was previously turned in with the meeting minutes for January 1998.
C. Chairman R. Hollis distributed minutes of a special meeting held on February 9, 1999, with Leg. S.
Myers and K. Dirlam also in attendance. K. Hollis took notes for this meeting. Chairman R. Hollis
reported that Leg. S. Myers started the meeting by stating she had been given free rein to do whatever
she wished with the membership of the Planning Board and then handed him a list of proposed
members. R. Stuck asked for a summary of the events of the meeting. R. Hollis reviewed the highlights
of this meeting noting in particular the following points:
I.) R. Hollis stated he had a problem with Leg. Myers desire to remove K. Hollis from the Planning
Board and having to make a choice of either L. Dibble or B. Dibble.
2.) Leg. S. Myers then interceded with information that she had a copy of the court decision and stated
that all County Legislators will now be off the Planning Board. There is a need for a new local law
and passage of new resolutions. This process is expected to take two (2) months.
3.) Leg. Myers announced that Board Chair John Walchli, Jr. has appointed Diana Sinton of Alfred to
the Planning Board.
4.) Leg. Myers stated that County Legislators were not eligible to serve on the Planning Board because
of the issue of double voting. She further stated that Planning Board appointments are not at the
pleasure of the Board Chair. The appointments come from the P&D Corum. and are then approved
by the full Board of Legs. The P&D Corum. will respond to the Planning Board's concerns.
5.) Chairman Hollis then continued with his summary of the minutes of the February 9, 1999, special
meeting.
6.) R. Stuck noted that Planning Board members used to get copies of all committee minutes. P. Regan
stated that these will soon be on the website. They can get a list of those members who are not online and send them hard copies.
On a motion by C. Jessup and seconded by R. Klein, it was moved that the notes of the February 9,
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1999, meeting will be appended to the minutes of this meeting, (2/ 17 /99) and become part of the
official record. Motion carried.
D. Chairman Hollis reported that his review of the Planning Board by-laws reveals that if a Planning
Board member missed more than three (3) consecutive meetings, that the Legislative Chairman would
be asked to remove that member. Chairman Hollis then distributed copies of an attendance chart for
all Planning Board members. It was noted that K. Skinner had missed nine (9) meetings and that G.
Bastian had missed eight (8) meetings out of the previous eleven (11). Chairman Hollis then returned
to the issue of the possible removal of K. Hollis from the Planning Board even though she had not
missed a single meeting. He also revisited the issue of being asked to choose between L. Dibble and B.
Dibble who also had nol missed any meclings. R. Stuck suggested that there should be some
communication with G. Bastian re: his membership. Chair R. Hollis stated that Leg. Board Chair John
Walchli, Jr. had said that he would talk lo Gary about his attendance but had heard nothing further on
the matter. Chairman Hollis again stated that he did not want to see anyone removed from the
Planning Board. S. Myers then stated that it would take at least two (2) months for appointments. She
also stated that John Walchli, Jr. has talked to G. Bastian once and will speak with him again.
E. Chairman Hollis then asked if the list of Planning Board Members from Allegany County Towns and
Villages could be reviewed by Planning Board members. P. Regan stated that this would be up to the
P&D Comm.
F. R. Yanda asked why can't active volunteers be members of the Planning Board. What is the logic of
their doing hundreds of hours of work if only to be removed? The reply was that the Board of
Legislators will vote on the recommendations of the P&D Comm.
G. R. Stuck commented that NYS law gives the County Legislature Power to create the Planning Board
which can then obtain grants, lobby for it's budget, etc. This falls back under legislative rules in
addition to the provisions of General Municipal Law #239.
H. R. Yanda moved that the Planning Board be informed about the time and date of the (P&D Comm)
meeting and the Board of Legislators meeting when they discuss membership of the Planning Board.
Motion was seconded by C. Jessup and carried.
I. B. Dibble stated his support for G. Bastian's continued membership on the Planning Board. C. Jessup
suggested that R. Stuck or B. Dibble talk to Gary on this matter.
J. R. Stuck stated that he had created by-laws with language for non-voting membership. C. Jessup noted
that our by-laws provide for ex-officio members. If we lose two (2) more members, the Planning
Board will be down to ten (1 0) members. By law, the Planning Board can have up to twenty (20)
members or have as few as seven (7) members. The quorum is based on the number of current
members.
5. New Business:
A. Chairman Hollis summarized his E-mail from K. Dirlam about Kier's attendance at Allegany County
Planning Board Meetings and Chairman Hollis' request that agenda items be sent to the Chairman ten
(1 0) days before the meeting in order to facilitate making out the agenda and getting it in the mail in a
timely manner. This request necessitated a clarification for K. Dirlam as he wondered if he should hold
items that came in after that time until the following meeting. Chairman Hollis reiterated that he
didn't want Planning Board members to be faced with a great number of items to be considered "cold"
at the meeting. Hence, the ten (1 0) day request. However, it was explained that K. Dirlam was to
bring all those pertinent items to the current meeting-not to delay until the following meeting.
Chairman Hollis explained that he was not suggesting a change in policy; that he simply wanted to
know as much as possible ahead of time for the reasons stated previously.
B. Chairman Hollis reported that K. Dirlam has given him a pamphlet called "A Guide For Local Officials
on Zoning Referrals" and asked that the Planning Board review and revise that pamphlet and bring it
up to date. Chairman Hollis suggested that this guide be referred back to the P&D Comm. and from
there to the County Attorneys to assure that the information on current laws was up-to-date. K.
Dirlam reported that he had received very few zoning referrals although he realizes that there is little
zoning in the County. After some discussions, it was decided by consensus that Planning Board
members would be sent copies of the pamphlet for their review. The Planning Board would then make
recommendations after they had had time to consider the pamphlet's provisions.
C. R. Klein reported on a I 997 Resource Management Committee (RM Comm.) meeting which he
attended. At that meetinz he had requested that certain provisions of a Cattaraugus County Waste
Management Plan be adopted or incorporated into the Allegany County Waste Management Plan.
Alle)l;any County Plannin)l; Board Annual Meeting Minutes for OZI t 7/99 - page z of 3

)

Copies of these provisions were distributed and R. Klein noted that Items #1~5 are already in the
County's plan but incorporation of items #6 and #7 would give Allegany County some control over
siting of landfills. There was some discussion as to whether this had been sent on to the Public Works
Committee (PW Comm.) but R. Klein stated that it had gone to the County Attorneys. It was then noted
that the Town of Allen maybe subjected to some troubles and that many towns are easy prey for landfill
sitings. Land use management can be done without zoning. K. Dirlam then suggested doing site plan
review. P. Regan noted that towns can limit the amount brought in each day, thereby making the
landfill unprofitable. Chairman Hollis noted that Caneadea already has zoning which defines the
distance between landfills sites.
D. r . Regan reported that our request to dedicate the Room 221 to Frank Williams had been taken to
caucus and that the room would be dedicated soon.
E. B. Dibble reported on the TEA~2 1 application specifications and requirements. A copy has been made
available to the Caneadea Bridge group but other projects should be considered. TEA~2 1 requires an
80/20 match and must have a municipality as a sponsor. Draft applications are due March 5, 1999,
and final applications are due April 1, 1999. There is $50~$60 million available for New York State.
There are twelve (1 2) categories for eligible projects but all must be related to transportation.
Questions should be directed to Rich Rauber, NYS~DOT at Hornell, phone: 607 ~324~8415.
F. B. Dibble also reported that there are funds available from the Department of Interior to promote
research and enhancement of knowledge about the Underground Railroad.
G. R. Klein reported that he had received a call from Rushford pertaining to their plans to commemorate
the 200th Anniversary of receiving their charter~specifically in 1808. They want to know what to do
stimulate local interest in Rushford. It was suggested that they contact the Preservation League of New
York State~particularly Tania Werbisky.
6. Adjournment: Duke Ackley informed us that there are only 71 days until Walleye season. On a motion
from Duke Ackley, and seconded by Chuck Jessup, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00PM.
Respectfully submitted,

£4JJ~
Lee Dibble, Secretary
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Special Meeting Minutes 2/9/99
Present: Rick Hollis, Sue Myers, and Kier Dirlam, rep from STW "acting Alleg Co Planner"
Guests: Kate Hollis to take meeting minutes for RG Hollis
1. Sue Myers began by saying that John Walchli, had given her "free reign to do whatever she wanted with the PB
(PB) appointments." She handed RG Hollis a list of proposed appointees for the PB.
2. RG Hollis said he had a problem with the choices for District 1 and District 3. (See enclosed copy). The
proposed list removed KS Hollis from District 1 and indicated that only one of either Lee or Bill Dibble would
serve in District 3.
3. SMyers then asked RG Hollis to pick which of the Dibbles he would want to serve.
4. RG Hollis stated that he wanted both Dibbles to continue as members.
5. SMyers stated that she wanted to spread out the membership around the County. She would serve from
Friendship and saw no reason to remove Ron Stuck, (vice chairman) since her membership on the board was
automatic because she is chair of P&D comm.
6. RG Hollis stated that her automatic membership might not be correct since a court ruling in 1923 prohibits
legislative boards from appointing a member of their own body to an advisory board it makes appointments to.
(K Dirlam took the paper and made copies.)
7. SMyers stated that she would check with the County Attorney on Wednesday morning on this item. SMyers
asked why she hadn't been made aware of this issue before.
8. RG Hollis stated that he had made JWalchili aware of this at a meeting with he and RK Bennett in Dec 1998.
9. SMyers said that the PB needs better direction.
10. K Dirlam brought up meeting minutes from other counties PBs. He gave RG Hollis a copy of the Allegany
County PB Zoning Referrals Guide and said that the PB should update this. K Dirlam was concerned that land
use items were not being sent to the PB from the Towns and Villages.
11. RG Hollis stated that if a Town chooses not to cooperate, there's not a lot the PB can do. Steve Hooker (former
Co PB member) current Chair of Town of Grove PB, wants to meet with Rick to discuss how to keep PB
members on his board and other local issues. Their are many elderly folks in the County. It's difficult to get
people who want to serve actively. RG Hollis said that he has seen Catt. Co's web page and it is very nice.
Allegany County's new web page needs more work.
12. December meeting RG Hollis trying to focus PB in a direction. In early 1998 the PB was going to begin to work
on a corridor study of Northeast quadrant of the County. Including the Towns of Granger, Grove Allen, Burns,
Almond and Birdsall. The Genesee River is a natural boundary on the West and the Towns are all of similar size
and Rte 70 is an access along the North end of the County. 1998 was disrupted by the removal of M Kear as
County planner and a lack of direction by the County. The subcommittee that created the Recreational
Economic Development Study works well together and he could see no reason to remove two key members.
Members of the Sub committee went to all the different Towns to request input (of which little was received) to
put the study together.
13. SMyers mentioned that the County's web page may become interactive with events going on in the various
Towns.
14. RG Hollis stated that a few people don't want any change and they are also some of the people in control of
Town government.
15. SMyers and K Dirlam reviewed the P & D Committee meeting minutes to list action items. 14 pages resulted
according to K Dirlam.
16. RG Hollis stated again that he does not want to loose good hard working members of the PB who attend all the
meetings. "I would be disappointed if she made her proposed changes to the membership.
17. SMyers said "You will be disappointed."
18. RG Hollis stated that Gary Bastian has a standing agreement with Lee Dibble to mark him as excused if he is not
there. Ken Skinner has missed many meetings also. According to the by-laws of the PB people who don't
regularly attend meetings should be recommended for removal.
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19. SMyers asked RG Hollis what do you want from the County?
20. RG Hollis stated that no changes to any of the active members of the PB. If better distribution around the
County is desired, add more members. (By- laws permit up to 20 active members.) From the Contract Planner
notice of agenda items 10 days in advance of the PB meeting so that it can be listed in the agenda and mailed to
members so that they don't receive them "cold" at the meeting.
) 21. S Myers asked if K Dirlam needed to attend the PB meetings?
22. RG Hollis said "Yes." Catt. Co. planning office is represented at their meetings. RG Hollis would like the
Contract Planner to cc: him on all correspondence sent out in the name of the PB.
23. SMyers wants to make changes to improve the direction of the current board.
24. RG Hollis continued that K Dirlam could get NE quadrangle maps for the corridor study. Visiting the Towns
again would be done. Dictating from the County down to the Towns does not work. Try to get at what the
Towns want.
25. SMyers said that Brent Reynolds (leg district 5 P&D comm member) goes to his Towns.
26. RG Hollis said that while we were trying to get information for the study, different Legislators showed up at
different meetings when it was in their district. Leg Bill Dibble attended many of the meetings around the
County since he is a PB member and a sub committee member.
27. SMyers stated that Brent Reynolds met with Steve Hooker (Town of Grove PB).
28. RG Hollis stated that we need to get Leg into the Towns to "build bridges" not burn them down.
29. SMyers returned to comments about K Dirlam attending the PB meetings. Payment to STW forK Dirlam
services is possibly increasing. K Dirlam charges 4 hrs to attend PB meetings. What "real" business does K
Dirlam need to address at every meeting? SMyers has full reign to decide this. A written report would be
offered to the PB every month.
30. RG Hollis stated that the Contract Planner should attend every PB meeting as you never know when important
planning issues may arise. We don't need any invisible faces running around doing planning for the County.
31. SMyers asked if RG Hollis is receiving all the meeting minutes from the County he wanted.
32. RG Hollis stated that he receives P& D and Resource Management, but normally nothing from the Econ Dev
Advisory Board or the Task Force.
33. K Dirlam stated that the Task Force is basically defunct at this time.
34. RG Hollis stated that "I can't review a potential new membership list while conducting a PB business meeting."
Getting it at the meeting was too confusing. J Walchili did not fax the list of new potential members to me as he
promised to do at the Dec meeting with RK Bennett and myself. Diana Sinton wants to be a member but letters
to and different meetings with J Walchili has not brought about her appointment.
35. RG Hollis stated that he is "Out of the loop with information about the Econ Dev Dept."
36. K Dirlam stated that the information is in the P&D meeting minutes.
37. RG Hollis stated that the one paragraph in the P&D meeting minutes does not provide enough information about
the Office of Economic Development is doing. K Dirlam initial reports to Margeson on his activities for the
County were excellent, but I no longer receive them.
38. SMyers and K Dirlam stated that the reporting process needs to be improved.
39. K Dirlam stated that he may start writing the reports to Margeson again. He felt no one was reading them.
40. S Myers stated that J Marshall, Econ Dev Dir. Is upset because she is not regularly invited to the PB meetings.
41. RG Hollis J Marshall had attended a meeting a while ago and stated that she was going to revise the County
Econ Dev brochure. Then after Kier came on board he brought the same brochure which still hasn't been
updated. Julie knows when and where the meetings are, she can attend anytime. It's a public meeting, anyone
may attend.
42. RG Hollis stated that since SMyers became Chair of P&D there has been some progress on the Frank Williams
issue. It was first brought up in Sept 1998, after F Williams passing in Aug 1998. P Regan didn't address this
even though it had to go to P&D and even suggested that the PB members "dip into their own pockets to fund
the plaque for Frank."
43. RG Hollis asked S Myers "Why don't you want my wife on the PB?"
44. S Myers replied that she was trying to spread membership around the County
45. RG Hollis said that he couldn't believe she would appoint members who don't take the time to attend regularly
and remove hard working active members. There are more membership slots available if you want to spread
membership around the County add more members. SMyers reasons are not valid.
Minutes kept by,

)

K.~-~
K. S. Hollis
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Meeting Minutes 03/17/99
Present: Lee Dibble, Chuck Jessup, Gary Bastian, Bill Dibble, Duke Ackley, Diana Sinton, Kate Hollis, Dick Klein, Kier
Dirlam, SfW Rep., Ron Stuck
Excused: Ken Skinner Rick Hollis, and Dick Yanda
Absent: Leg. Pat Regan
Guests: Mary Bastian
1. Call to Order: In the absence of Chairman R. Hollis, Vice Chairman, R. Stuck called the meeting to order at 7:30
PM.
2. Minutes: On a motion by B. Dibble and seconded by R. Klein, the minutes of the February I 7, I 999, meeting were
approved as presented,. These minutes included the addended minutes of the special meeting on February 9, 1999.
3. Correspondence:
A. Vice-Chair R. Stuck read a letter from OPRHP (Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation), re:
Placement of a portion of Main Street in Cuba, NY, Village on the National Register of Historic Places. The letter
was subsequently passed around for Planning Board member's perusal.
B. A notice was received from Weiler Mapping Inc. for the schedule of GIS mapping seminars to be held at various
locations all over the country. The closest one to us appears to be scheduled for Rochester, NY, in April. This
group digitized the tax maps for Allegany County.
C. New York Land Watch brochure indicates they are a potential grant source. Address is: Land Trust Alliance of
NY POBox 792, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866-0792. The Planning Board can apply; grants are $5,000.00/year.
B. Dibble suggested looking at a small planning grant, to facilitate a study to determine the feasibility of applying
for larger planning grants.
D. A letter from Legislative Board Chairman, John Walchli,Jr. was received confirming Diana Sinton of Alfred as a
newly appointed member of the Planning Board.
E. A notice sent by srw reported on a telecommunications market study.
F. A notice was received from Pace University about seminars for municipal certification of Planning Board
Members. Classes are one - two days.
4. Reports:
A. Two additionaiiRP's were reported on by K. Dirlam. Neither deals directly with Allegany County. One in
Chautauqua County however, deals with interactive computers and information. It was suggested that this
information be sent to Rodney Bennett, Chairman of Public Safety Committee and Sheriff Randy Belmont.
B. Notice was received on a State and Tribal Grant Program re: Environmental Justice. Request was made by NYSDEC for a plan total of $219,409.10 .
C. K. Dirlam reported that the Economic Development Advisory Board will meet on March 19, 1999, at 1O:OOAM.
The Tourism Advisory Board has not met recently but plans to meet near the end of April.
D. K. Dirlam reported on the status of Planning Board appointments for 1999. The Planning and Development
Committee approved a resolution on how Planning Board appointments are approved (by the whole Legislature)
and specifying that no County Legislators will be on that Board. R. Stuck asked if Kier had read the law. C.
Jessup stated that there was another Supreme Court decision which stated that an appointing body cannot
appoint one of their own to a Board. There are a few exceptions-one being appointments to the IDA. The
proposed P&D resolution now goes to the County Legislature for their approval. K. Dirlam also stated that there
are no decisions on who will be on or off the Planning Board. R. Stuck suggested obtaining the opinion of the
Attorney General on a few issues which need to be explored. This law was passed in July 1998. R. Klein in
commenting on the selections stated that someone like K. Hollis should be allowed to stay based on her previous
record of hard work and dedication. G. Bastian then stated that he supported R. Klein's position re: K. Hollis. R.
Klein then stated that appointments should be made in some acceptable legal way and that the Planning Board
needs to get on with its business. In further discussion, R. Stuck observed that he had written by-laws for other
organizations and they usually provide for non-voting members. C. Jessup quoted town law which states that no
Town Board member can be on a Town Planning Board. C. Ackley noted that there are always liaison members.
B. Dibble stated that a couple of Board members (Legislature) are needed for liaison. In former practice, two exofficio members have been names to the Planning Board. There were R. Young, for County Highways and J.
Mulholland, County Treasurer. C. Ackley stated that formerly the County Planner made recommendations on
what we needed to do for appointments. R. Stuck asked if they will expand the number of members. K. Dirlam
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stated that there has been no decision yet but a meeting of the P&D Committee is scheduled for 3/25/99 at
1:30PM to discuss Planning Board appointments. R. Klein stated that it would be good to have some members
from Zoning Board on the Planning Board. R. Stuck noted that we have formerly been able to solicit I
recommend our own members. C. Ackley commented that Planning Board Members were recommended by
legislators from various districts. K. Dirlam stated that if we find someone who is interested in being on the
Planning Board that we letS. Myers know. G. Bastian commented that the Planning Board is an aU-volunteer
Board and that the members have worked hard. When he (Gary) first became a member they had a program
each month and then went home. He then noted that the sub committee of C. Jessup, B. Dibble, L. Dibble, R.
Hollis and K. Hollis put a lot of time into producing a report which nobody has even read. Several good
Planning Board members have resigned i.e. G. Godshalk, G. Bottoms, S. Hooker, etc. G. Bastian then stated that
the County Legislature needs to wake up, come to Planning Board meetings, talk to Planning Board Members and
see what goes on. K. Dirlam observed that the ideas in our report are not "totally lost," that he has extracted
some and included them for legislator's comments. Further discussion ensued. R. Klein suggested that we find
our own direction in our assigned areas. G. Bastian supported that idea of making our own direction. C. Jessup
stated that we did not expect them (the Legislators) to start the process all over again on their own. R. Stuck
stated that the Planning Board has its_Q~I1 aJ!!hority (by State Statute) but we need access to having our own
budget.,,W~ can hire counsel, secretaries, etc:_::_(:. Jessup noted that if we get a grant that that money is our own.
K. Dirlam agreed it would be in a separateaccount. Now we need to find out what we want to go after. R.
Stuck suggested that we do what we want to see done, i.e., a corridor study - namely Canaseraga Creek. C.
Jessup reminded us that Chairman R. Hollis had suggested, two months ago, that we do a corridor study.
However, the County Legislature started doing it themselves. Sewer and water must come first for economic
development but they haven't consulted us. K. Dirlam reported that they are trying to talk to the Town of Burns
and Vi1lage of Canaseraga. With new owners at Swain, they should be approached with these ideas and
proposals. This approach needed to wait until after the Canaseraga Village elections on March 16, 1999.
Originally the Planning Board started to take the lead; now we need to know who will take the lead.
E. R. Stuck reported that two HUD representatives met at the ACCORD Office. Their approach, now, is friendly
and helpful- they send their people out so we can learn how to tap into their money. This is also not political.
R. Stuck then observed that this group may need to meet more often. K. Dirlam suggested making meetings
more into a working format. B. Dibble suggested the formation of working sub-committees. Since we don't
know what's being done, it's difficult to know where to start. C. Jessup commented that some studies have
already been done. It would also be useful to tie some small communities together. This was also suggested after
we completed the 1997 report. Discussion then ensued on inviting officials from Grove, Burns and Canaseraga
to our next meeting to gather information and to show our interest or enthusiasm for their plans. We could also
invite HUD reps and Ginger Malek from STW. K. Dirlam noted that they are aware of ARC grants but they
pulled their last application due to lack of community support. K. Dirlam also noted that Canaseraga Village has
an engineering study which was done in '93 or '94. R. Stuck stated that it's our role to be a resource, to point
out what's available. This led to further discussion of what does Canaseraga want, can Phil Saunders play a part,
should we bring in various experts to help them explore the possibilities, etc. Further discussion noted other
proposals of other municipal/private partnerships and the results or lack thereof. K. Hollis reported that
Canaseraga now has a couple of new businesses. C. Jessup will gather information on this situation, talk to Steve
Hooker and report at our next meeting.
5. Old Business:
A. R. Stuck noted that the member's list for Town and Village Planning Boards in Allegany County needs to be
updated. K. Dirlam offered to take comments or suggested that we letS. Myers know our thoughts on these
individuals.
B. R. Stuck reported that he had talked to G. Bastian. G. Bastian reported that he had talked to John Margeson but
not John Walchli. G. Bastian further reported that he had been thinking about resigning from the Planning
Board until he heard the comments about the plan at the November Meeting and has decided to stay on the
Board for the time being. He further stated that "if you can find workers - get them!" He will be here in April
but away on scheduled business trip in May. B. Dibble urged Gary to remain a part of the group. He also noted
that Gary's report was very pertinent.
C. K. Ho1lis passed out a sample copy of the Guide For Local Officials. It now has our logo and a much more
modern appearance. The suggestion was made to have STW take a look at it to see if there are any errors or
needed additions. C. Jessup suggested sending copies to all Town Board Members. It could also be sent to the
next SMAAC meeting. L. Dibble suggested making it available at the STW government conference at Houghton
in May.
D. Attendance at the STW Government Conference at Houghton, May 13, 1999, is open to Planning Board
Members. K. Dirlam reviewed this year's schedule of classes/presentations noting that some morning seminars
are repeated in the afternoon to take care of scheduling conflicts.
E. The status for R. Klein's request re: the landfill solid waste proposals are still pending. An answer is anticipated
in April.
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F. K. Dirlam reported that the legislature did approve our request re: dedication of Room 221 to Frank Williams.
Mrs. Williams has been contacted. A discussion on funding for the plaque ensued. B. Dibble will attempt to find
out what is hap~ning.
G. T~A~21 .inform~tion ~as reporte~ on. by K._Dirlam. The Village of Andover will apply for a downtown revttahzaho~ proJect wtth the pos~tble mcluston. of a small park. Other eligible projects were noted; i.e. Alfred
Montessor.t School n?w located m an old carnage house. The deadline was April 1, 1999, but the Guides for
NYS are shll not avatlable except on the Internet. Criteria for these grants include the following:
1.) A not-for-profit can be an applicant, but
2.) The sponsor must be a municipality.
3.) In-kind matches are allowed-the types allowed are quite flexible, i.e. other grants, member items, force
accounts, etc.
4.) Minimum application is $50,000, maximum is $2,000,000.
5.) Required match is 80/20.
6. New Business:
A. R. Stuck reported on K. Skinner's current absence from the Planning Board meeting because his wife has had a
stroke and he is caring for her. Previously, Mr. Skinner had been absent due to his membership/attendance at
another Board meeting which had changed its meeting date. Mr. Skinner noted that he had been a member of
that group for many years but that he planned to resign after April.
B. R. Klein reported that the Mayor of Cuba Village and the Supervisor of the Town of Friendship had sent a letter
stating their support for the County's retaining ownership of the landfill. The Town of Friendship and the Village
of Cuba want the Planning Board's support for this position. They have just entered into a waste compact whose
success is dependent upon the continued access to the County Landfill. K. Hollis moved that the Planning Board
support the principle that the Allegany County Landfill continue to be County owned and County operated.
Motion was seconded by D. Sinton and passed. Other discussion re: costs of running a landfill, review of
economic studies pertaining to same, costs of closing a landfill and landfill costs of those run by profit making
organizations ensued. R. Klein reported that information and comparison with the Steuben County Landfill is
very similar to ours. K. Hollis will pass this information re: our support of Cuba Village and Town of Friendship
along to Chairman Hollis for the purposes of writing the letter.
C. R. Klein reported that the Cattaraugus County Dept of Economic Development, Planning and Tourism is offering
in-service classes on code enforcement, zoning and flood administration. The State provides the experts and
Cattaraugus County provides the facility.
D. K. Dirlam reported on a phone call from the Millenium Pipeline people asking for any rules they need to know.
Kier told her he didn't think there was anything new County-wide but has referred the question to the County
Attorney. The Millenium people also need to talk to the affected Towns for information on their laws.
Millenium has promised to come back to us when they have something concrete to report. K. Dirlam is
pessimistic that FERC will approve this project. B. Dibble rc-intcratcd his suggestion that the pipeline should
follow the median of 1-86.
E. B. Dibble reported on comments made by Alex Jordan of Norfolk-Southern at the recent NYSAC conference in
Albany. The principle message from Mr. Jordan is that there is a need to change the language in the railroad
agreements with STW or the railroad will abandon that portion of the old Erie mainline through Allegany
County. K. Dirlam noted that STW has been working on this for years. That the rail authority has been created
and the agreement will be made for Norfolk-Southern to run it. B. Dibble stated that the language in the Senate
and Assembly Bills is identical and that the problem lies with N/S and the "players" in the agreement. R. Klein
stated that he was on the other side of the issue-that the railroad line is a "scar" that runs through all the Towns
and Villages along its route. He further stated that he feels that economic development is hindered by the
presence of the railroad. B. Dibble suggested that we invite Norfolk-Southern to a meeting so that we can hear
the facts.
F. B. Dibble reported on a TIME Magazine article and map which illustrates that Allegany County lacks high speed
Internet access and therefore is not competitive in being able to lure businesses that need this type
communication availability.
7. Adjournment: On a motion from Duke Ackley, and seconded by Chuck Jessup, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45
PM with the reminder that Walleye Season is only 45 days away.
Respectfully submitted,

Lee Dibble, Secretary
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5 Aprill999

Allegany County Legislators
County Office Bldg.
7 Court St.
Belmont, NY 14813-9446

Dear Legislator:

At the March 17, 1999, Allegany County Planning Board meeting a motion was made and
passed unanimously that the Allegany County Planning Board support the principle that the
Allegany County Landfill continue to be County owned and County operated.
The purpose of this motion is in support ofthe Town of Friendship and the Village of
Cuba in their cooperative waste agreement, which is dependent upon continued access to the
County Landfill. Your continued support of a County owned and operated Landfill facility is in
the best interest of Allegany County's taxpayers.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely yours,

~.4)Uh
Richard G. Hollis, Chairman
Allegany County Planning Board

cc: Supervisor, Town ofFriendship
Mayor, Village of Cuba

ld\e~~r\Y p-·?l!r\~··Pianlling···~o~r~·
······················· ...........

'

...................................... .

H

' VoiQDteers
Rick Hollis, Chairman

\Vor~g FArT~morroW"

.... ·······. ··· . ('716)~.268-9.2.29 .......... ... .......
County Office Building Room 208 Belmont, NY 14813 Fax (716)-268-9446

Ron Stuck, Vice Chairman

Meeting Minutes 03/17/99
Present: Lee Dibble, Chuck Jessup, Gary Bastian, Bill Dibble, Duke Ackley, Diana Sinton, Kate Hollis, Dick Klein, Kier
Dirlam, STW Rep., Ron Stuck
Excused: Ken Skinner Rick Hollis, and Dick Yanda
Absent: Leg. Pat Regan
Guests: Mary Bastian
1. Call to Order: In the absence of Chairman R. Hollis, Vice Chairman, R. Stuck called the meeting to order at 7:30
PM.
2. Minutes: On a motion by B. Dibble and seconded by R. Klein, the minutes of the February 17, 1999, meeting were
approved as presented. These minutes included the addended minutes of the special meeting on February 9, 1999.
3. Correspondence:
A. Vice-Chair R. Stuck read a letter from OPRHP (Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation), re:
Placement of a portion of Main Street in Cuba, NY, Village on the National Register of Historic Places. The letter
was subsequently passed around for Planning Board member's perusal.
B. A notice was received from Weiler Mapping Inc. for the schedule of GIS mapping seminars to be held at various
locations all over the country. The closest one to us appears to be scheduled for Rochester, NY, in April. This
group digitized the tax maps for Allegany County.
C. New York Land Watch brochure indicates they are a potential grant source. Address is: Land Trust Alliance of
NY POBox 792, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866-0792. The Planning Board can apply; grants are $5,000.00/year.
B. Dibble suggested looking at a small planning grant, to facilitate a study to determine the feasibility of applying
for larger planning grants.
D. A letter from Legislative Board Chairman, John Walchli, Jr. was received confirming Diana Sinton of Alfred as a
newly appointed member of the Planning Board.
E. A notice sent by STW reported on a telecommunications market study.
F. A notice was received from Pace University about seminars for municipal certification of Planning Board
Members. Classes are one - two days.
4. Reports:
A. Two additional IRP's were reported on by K. Dirlam. Neither deals directly with Allegany County. One in
Chautauqua County however, deals with interactive computers and information. It was suggested that this
information be sent to Rodney Bennett, Chairman of Public Safety Committee and Sheriff Randy Belmont.
B. Notice was received on a State and Tribal Grant Program re: Environmental Justice. Request was made by NYSDEC for a plan total of $219,409 .I 0 .
C. K. Dirlam reported that the Economic Development Advisory Board will meet on March 19, 1999, at 1O:OOAM.
The Tourism Advisory Board has not met recently but plans to meet near the end of April.
D. K. Dirlam reported on the status of Planning Board appointments for 1999. The Planning and Development
Committee approved a resolution on how Planning Board appointments are approved (by the whole Legislature)
and specifying that no County Legislators will be on that Board. R. Stuck asked if Kier had read the law. C.
Jessup stated that there was another Supreme Court decision which stated that an appointing body cannot
appoint one of their own to a Board. There are a few exceptions-one being appointments to the IDA. The
proposed P&D resolution now goes to the County Legislature for their approval. K. Dirlam also stated that there
are no decisions on who will be on or off the Planning Board. R. Stuck suggested obtaining the opinion of the
Attorney General on a few issues which need to be explored. This law was passed in July 1998. R. Klein in
commenting on the selections stated that someone like K. Hollis should be allowed to stay based on her previous
record of hard work and dedication. G. Bastian then stated that he supported R. Klein's position re: K. Hollis. R.
Klein then stated that appointments should be made in some acceptable legal way and that the Planning Board
needs to get on with its business. In further discussion, R. Stuck observed that he had written by-laws for other
organizations and they usually provide for non-voting members. C. Jessup quoted town law which states that no
Town Board member can be on a Town Planning Board. C. Ackley noted that there are always liaison members.
B. Dibble stated that a couple of Board members (Legislature) are needed for liaison. In former practice, two exofficio members have been names to the Planning Board. There were R. Young, for County Highways andJ.
Mulholland, County Treasurer. C. Ackley stated that formerly the County Planner made recommendations on
what we needed to do for appointments. R. Stuck asked if they will expand the number of members. K. Dirlam
Allegany County Planning Board Annual Meeting Minutes for 03/17/99 - page 1 of 3

stated that there has been no decision yet but a meeting of the P&D Committee is scheduled for 3/25/99 at
1:30PM to discuss Planning Board appointments. R. Klein stated that it would be good to have some members
from Zoning Board on the Planning Board. R. Stuck noted that we have formerly been able to solicit I
recommend our own members. C. Ackley commented that Planning Board Members were recommended by
legislators from various districts. K. Dirlam stated that if we find someone who is interested in being on the
Planning Board that we letS. Myers know. G. Bastian commented that the Planning Board is an all-volunteer
Board and that the members have worked hard. When he (Gary) first became a member they had a program
each month and then went home. He then noted that the sub committee of C. Jessup, B. Dibble, L. Dibble, R.
Hollis and K. Hollis put a lot of time into producing a report which nobody has even read. Several good
Planning Board members have resigned i.e. G. Godshalk, G. Bottoms, S. Hooker, etc. G. Bastian then stated that
the County Legislature needs to wake up, come to Planning Board meetings, talk to Planning Board Members and
see what goes on. K. Dirlam observed that the ideas in our report are not "totally lost," that he has extracted
some and included them for legislator's comments. Further discussion ensued. R. Klein suggested that we find
our own direction in our assigned areas. G. Bastian supported that idea of making our own direction. C. Jessup
stated that we did not expect them (the Legislators) to start the process all over again on their own. R. Stuck
stated that the Planning Board has its own authority (by State Statute) but we need access to having our own
budget. We can hire counsel, secretaries, etc. C. Jessup noted that if we get a grant that that money is our own.
K. Dirlam agreed it would be in a separate account. Now we need to find out what we want to go after. R.
Stuck suggested that we do what we want to see done, i.e., a corridor study - namely Canaseraga Creek. C.
Jessup reminded us that Chairman R. Hollis had suggested, two months ago, that we do a corridor study.
However, the County Legislature started doing it themselves. Sewer and water must come first for economic
development but they haven't consulted us. K. Dirlam reported that they are trying to talk to the Town of Burns
and Village of Canaseraga. With new owners at Swain, they should be approached with these ideas and
proposals. This approach needed to wait until after the Canaseraga Village elections on March 16, 1999.
Originally the Planning Board started to take the lead; now we need to know who will take the lead.
E. R. Stuck reported that two HUD representatives met at the ACCORD Office. Their approach, now, is friendly
and helpful - they send their people out so we can learn how to tap into their money. This is also not political.
R. Stuck then observed that this group may need to meet more often. K. Dirlam suggested making meetings
more into a working format. B. Dibble suggested the formation of working sub-committees. Since we don't
know what's being done, it's difficult to know where to start. C. Jessup commented that some studies have
already been done. It would also be useful to tie some small communities together. This was also suggested after
we completed the 1997 report. Discussion then ensued on inviting officials from Grove, Burns and Canaseraga
to our next meeting to gather information and to show our interest or enthusiasm for their plans. We could also
invite HUD reps and Ginger Malek from STW. K. Dirlam noted that they are aware of ARC grants but they
pulled their last application due to lack of community support. K. Dirlam also noted that Canaseraga Village has
an engineering study which was done in '93 or '94. R. Stuck stated that it's our role to be a resource, to point
out what's available. This led to further discussion of what does Canaseraga want, can Phil Saunders play a part,
should we bring in various experts to help them explore the possibilities, etc. Further discussion noted other
proposals of other municipal/private partnerships and the results or lack thereof. K. Hollis reported that
Canaseraga now has a couple of new businesses. C. Jessup will gather information on this situation, talk to Steve
Hooker and report at our next meeting.
5. Old Business:
A. R. Stuck noted that the member's list for Town and Village Planning Boards in Allegany County needs to be
updated. K. Dirlam offered to take comments or suggested that we letS. Myers know our thoughts on these
individuals.
B. R. Stuck reported that he had talked to G. Bastian. G. Bastian reported that he had talked to John Margeson but
not John Walchli. G. Bastian further reported that he had been thinking about resigning from the Planning
Board until he heard the comments about the plan at the November Meeting and has decided to stay on the
Board for the time being. He further stated that "if you can find workers -get them I" He will be here in April
but away on scheduled business trip in May. B. Dibble urged Gary to remain a part of the group. He also noted
that Gary's report was very pertinent.
C. K. Hollis passed out a sample copy of the Guide For Local Officials. It now has our logo and a much more
modern appearance. The suggestion was made to have STW take a look at it to see if there are any errors or
needed additions. C. Jessup suggested sending copies to all Town Board Members. It could also be sent to the
next SMAAC meeting. L. Dibble suggested making it available at the STW government conference at Houghton
in May.
D. Attendance at the STW Government Conference at Houghton, May 13, 1999, is open to Planning Board
Members. K. Dirlam reviewed this year's schedule of classes/presentations noting that some morning seminars
are repeated in the afternoon to take care of scheduling conflicts.
E. The status for R. Klein's request re: the landfill solid waste proposals are still pending. An answer is anticipated
in April.
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F. K. Dirlam reported that the legislature did approve our request re: dedication of Room 221 to Frank Williams.
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Mrs. Williams has been contacted. A discussion on funding for the plaque ensued. B. Dibble will attempt to find
out what is happening.
G. TEA-21 information was reported on by K. Dirlam. The Village of Andover will apply for a downtown revitalization project with the possible inclusion of a small park. Other eligible projects were noted; i.e. Alfred
Montessori School now located in an old carriage house. The deadline was April 1, 1999, but the Guides for
NYS are still not available except on the Internet. Criteria for these grants include the following:
1.) A not-for-profit can be an applicant, but
2.) The sponsor must be a municipality.
3.) In-kind matches are allowed-the types allowed are quite flexible, i.e. other grants, member items, force
accounts, etc.
4.) Minimum application is $50,000, maximum is $2,000,000.
5.) Required match is 80/20.
6. New Business:
A. R. Stuck reported on K. Skinner's current absence from the Planning Board meeting because his wife has had a
stroke and he is caring for her. Previously, Mr. Skinner had been absent due to his membership/attendance at
another Board meeting which had changed its meeting date. Mr. Skinner noted that he had been a member of
that group for many years but that he planned to resign after April.
B. R. Klein reported that the Mayor of Cuba Village and the Supervisor of the Town of Friendship had sent a letter
stating their support for the County's retaining ownership of the landfill. The Town of Friendship and the Village
of Cuba want the Planning Board's support for this position. They have just entered into a waste compact whose
success is dependent upon the continued access to the County Landfill. K. Hollis moved that the Planning Board
support the principle that the Allegany County Landfill continue to be County owned and County operated.
Motion was seconded by D. Sinton and passed. Other discussion re: costs of running a landfill, review of
economic studies pertaining to same, costs of closing a landfill and landfill costs of those run by profit making
organizations ensued. R. Klein reported that information and comparison with the Steuben County Landfill is
very similar to ours. K. Hollis will pass this information re: our support of Cuba Village and Town of Friendship
along to Chairman Hollis for the purposes of writing the letter.
C. R. Klein reported that the Cattaraugus County Dept of Economic Development, Planning and Tourism is offering
in-service classes on code enforcement, zoning and flood administration. The State provides the experts and
Cattaraugus County provides the facility.
D. K. Dirlam reported on a phone call from the Millenium Pipeline people asking for any rules they need to know.
Kier told her he didn't think there was anything new County-wide but has referred the question to the County
Attorney. The Millenium people also need to talk to the affected Towns for information on their laws.
Millenium has promised to come back to us when they have something concrete to report. K. Dirlam is
pessimistic that FERC will approve this project. B. Dibble re-interated his suggestion that the pipeline should
follow the median of I-8G.
E. B. Dibble reported on comments made by Alex Jordan of Norfolk-Southern at the recent NYSAC conference in
Albany. The principle message from Mr. Jordan is that there is a need to change the language in the railroad
agreements with STW or the railroad will abandon that portion of the old Erie mainline through Allegany
County. K. Dirlam noted that STW has been working on this for years. That the rail authority has been created
and the agreement will be made for Norfolk-Southern to run it. B. Dibble stated that the language in the Senate
and Assembly Bills is identical and that the problem lies with N/S and the "players" in the agreement. R. Klein
stated that he was on the other side of the issue-that the railroad line is a "scar" that runs through all the Towns
and Villages along its route. He further stated that he feels that economic development is hindered by the
presence of the railroad. B. Dibble suggested that we invite Norfolk-Southern to a meeting so that we can hear
the facts.
F. B. Dibble reported on a TIME Magazine article and map which illustrates that Allegany County lacks high speed
Internet access and therefore is not competitive in being able to lure businesses that need this type
communication availability.
7. Adjournment: On a motion from Duke Ackley, and seconded by Chuck Jessup, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45
PM with the reminder that Walleye Season is only 45 days away.
Respectfully submitted,

~)jf)~
Lee Dibble, Secretary
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Meeting Minutes 04/21/99
Present: Lee Dibble, Bill Dibble, Chuck Jessup, Duke Ackley, Rick Hollis, Kate Hollis, Kier Dirlam, STW Rep.,
Dick Yanda, Dick Klein, Ron Stuck, Ken Skinner and Diana Sinton
Excused: None
Absent: Gary Bastian and Pat Regan
Guests: Leg. Sue Myers, Russ Patterson, AU Student using GIS
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Chairman R. Hollis at 7:30PM.
2. Minutes: On a motion by R. Stuck and seconded by B. Dibble, the minutes of the March 17, 1999,
meeting were approved as presented.
3. Guest Speaker: Alfred University Student, Russ Patterson demonstrated the maps he had created using GIS
based on data from the DEC. The main purpose of these maps was to demonstrate the importance/impacts
of deer hunting in Allegany County in terms of financial impacts and influence on tourism. Numerous
interesting statistics have come to light as a result of these studies. Based on figures from 1997, the
following results were cited:
A. One third of hunters in NYS get a deer
B. 2500 hunters come here
C. Five and one-half percent (5Yz %) of deer are taken by out-of-state hunters
D. Significant numbers of hunters come to the Southern Tier
E. Twenty-six percent (26%) of deer taken here were taken by Allegany County Hunters
F. Various projections were made on how much money is spent here by each hunter. Total estimate was
$1. 1 million
4. Correspondence:
A. A letter from Rick Hollis, Chairman, stated the Planning Board's stand on the landfill.
B. Letter from Chairman R. Hollis to Kier Dirlam requesting information for the Canaseraga Creek
area/ corridor study.
C. K. Dirlam's response to R. Hollis on same.
D. K. Dirlam distributed copies of numerous newsletters he had received.
E. Notification on the 8 111 Annual Spatial and Digital Mapping Conference in May ? Cost is $225.00
F. Copy of TEA-21 GuideBook for making applications for TEA-21 Funding. Various entities are
considering making applications including Cuba Village. A request was made by R. Klein for Planning
Board support for this project. On a motion by B. Dibble and seconded by K. Hollis, it was decided that
the Planning Board would send a letter (authored by R. Hollis) expressing our support once the project
details are available. In further discussion, it was noted that Route 1 7 has not been designated as a
Scenic Highway. That designation is necessary in order to fulfill Cuba's request for a Scenic- Overlook
near the Allegany Co-Op insurance Office. That idea led to the mention that some of the Eastern
portions of the Old Turnpike Road have been so designated and that maybe we should look into
obta~ning a s.mall rant to study the possibility of designatin~ A~leg~ny County's. portion ?f that road as

~.

fo.t_~ 'UL£i ~ '11~ ?f,-s~O #~t~

G. Notification eceived that the EIS for the Millennium Pipeline is complete. K. Dirl;;;Kas one copy with
an executive summary. A meeting is scheduled for May 20, 1999, at 7:00 PM at the Wellsville
Elementary School to hear comments. The summary indicates that there will be limited environmental
impact.
5. Reports:
A. C. Jessup reported limited knowledge on recent events re: Canaseraga Corridor. Leg. Brent Reynolds
had been invited to the Planning Board meeting in order for him to share his findings. However, he
was unable to attend.
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B. K. Dirlam relayed information on two IRP's, neither of which pertain to Allegany County.
C. There has been no relay of information on inter-active computers to the Majority Leader Rod Bennett
or the Sheriff Randy Belmont by K. Dirlam.
6. Old Business:
A. R. Klein's request re: adopting the Catt Co. waste disposal rules was turned over to Public Works. R.
Klein will check on this.
B. A plaque dedicating the back portion of Room 221 to Frank Williams and a small replica plaque will
be presented to Mrs. Frank Williams at the Legislative Board Meeting on 4/26/99.
C. After reviewing the pamphlet on Planning Board aid for local towns which was reformatted by K.
Hollis, K. Dirlam decided to ask the County Attorney for his input on its legalities.
D. Norfolk & Southern is scheduled to take ownership of the rail road line in June. We would like to ask
them what their plans are for operating the line. B. Dibble will contact them to invite them to the May
or June Planning Board meeting.
E. B. Dibble reported on plans for the Allegany County Festival on June 5th and 6th at the Allegany
County Fairgrounds. Numerous and varied activities are planned. Some of these include: Team
penning, photo contest, historic lectures, gas engine display, Shawmut Open House, biz band concert,
chicken-bar-he-que, garden tractor pull, old car show, artisan displays or demonstrations, Atl-atl
demonstrations and much more.
7. New Business:
A. Planning Board Picnic is scheduled for August 18 111 • Volunteers who will help work on the
arrangements include L. Dibble, D. Sinton and B. Dibble.
B. Appointments to the Planning Board caused a lengthy discussion. Several current Planning Board
members spoke forcefully in favor of keeping current, loyal, hard working members on the Board;
specifically K. Hollis. Chairman R. Hollis noted that no reasons have been given for dropping members
who have worked hundreds of hours and have received zero recognition and no thanks for their work.
R. Hollis also explained that no one has been consulted re: the Planning Board appointments; who is
to be kept, who is to be dropped, etc. R. Klein asked for an explanation on when member's terms begin
and end. R. Hollis explained that this year Board Chair, John Walchli, Jr. said the appointments didn't
change (in the past appointments were made in January) and that current Board members would
continue in office until new appointments were made. R. Hollis stated that the Planning Board had
done it best at minimal costs. K. Dirlam stated that the Planning and Development Committee has
complete authority. R. Klein asked if there is a reason for removing K. Hollis from the Board. K.
Dirlam indicated that all these concerns are at the County Attorney's Office and that nothing is
happening at the present. R. Yanda reminded us that K. Dirlam has stated previously that he would let
Planning Board Members know when Planning Board membership was going to be discussed at the
Planning and Development (P&D) Committee Meeting. Several members wanted to be at that meeting.
Kier replied that "there was a lapse." R. Hollis then read Kier's letter re: the March 9, 1999, P&D
meeting stating that they were going to discuss legal issues and that the Planning Board membership
was not on the agenda. The next thing we read indicated that the membership was already done. R.
Klein voiced the opinion that he doubted it was a legal meeting since it was not an issue for executive
session. S. Myers wondered why she was "sitting here taking this." R. Hollis stated, "it goes for
naught." R. Yanda stated that we were led to believe that it would be months before this happened. S.
Myers was asked for her comments; she said "No." K. Dirlam reported that the next P&D meeting is
the second Tuesday of the month (May 11 111). D. Sinton observed that she had looked at the
membership for equal representation across the County but there are only three (3) from District 3
and four or five from other districts. She then asked how we could justify removing a member or if K.
Hollis could be an honorary, or non-voting member. R. Hollis reviewed the facts that K. Hollis had
been appointed to the PB under the chairmanship of C. Jessup, that she had contributed a great deal of
time and effort and why should a hard working member be removed. B. Dibble stated that Board
members should possess different (varied) disciplines as well as reflect equal representation. For
membership there needs to be resolution proposed by the Legislative Board Chair and voted on by the
full Board. B. Dibble further stated that there are Advisory members for numerous boards and
committees. According To State Statute, we are entrusted with certain powers and duties. C. Jessup
suggested that we write a letter stating that we want to keep K. Hollis. R. Yanda concurred, saying,
"we have and want to keep these people." Previously, membership was never a big issue. The
Planning Board Chairperson used to make a suggestion and as long as the person was willing to work,
etc., the appointment was made. We've always solicited members in that way. C. Jessup also noted
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that we were always pretty evenly represented by districts. D. Ackley suggested that we make up a list
of the members we want on the Planning Board. Following that suggestion by D. Ackley, D. Sinton
move and D. Ackley seconded a motion that the Planning Board write a letter to Board Chair, John
Walchli, Jr., listing the names of those persons we wish to have included on the Planning Board.
Motion carried, unanimously. Those names are the following: K. Skinner, R. Yanda, R. Klein, D.
Ackley, B. Dibble, L. Dibble, R. Hollis, C. Jessup, K. Hollis, D. Sinton, R. Stuck, G. Bastian, M, Perkins,
Dan Fleming, R. Golas, B. Szalc, T. Butera. S. Myers was then asked if there were any other people
proposed for membership that were not on the list. No reply to the question was given. S. Myers then
stated that it was as committee (P&D) decision and vote, not her decision. The numbers she has in
mind is fifteen to twenty 15 to 20 members. R. Yanda stated that the Planning Board members are
needed at meetings for a quorum and voting. R. Stuck asked if what we are doing here was going
anywhere. S. Myers replied that she would have to see something in writing before she could
comment. C. Jessup proposed an amendment to the previous motion that copies of the letter be sent to
all members of the Board of Legislators. Motion was seconded by R. Yanda and passed unanimously.
C. Kier Dirlam passed out packets of information on the Canaseraga Corridor and reviewed the contents
of said packets. B. Dibble asked which towns had a landfill ordinance.
8. Adjournment: On a motion from Duke Ackley, and seconded by ChuckJessup, the meeting was adjourned
at 9:15 PM with the reminder that Walleye Season opens in 10 days.
Respectfully submitted,

-/u_):l. 5)~
Lee Dibble, Secretary
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Meeting Minutes 05/ I9/99
Present: Lee Dibble, Chuck Jessup, C. (Duke) Ackley, Bill Dibble, Kate Hollis, Rick Hollis, Dick Klein, Ken
Skinner,
Dick Yanda, and Ron Stuck
Excused: Diana Sinton
Absent: Gary Bastian and Pat Regan
Guests: Sue Myers, Leg., Kier Dirlam, STW Rep. and Dan Fleming
I. Call to Order: The regular May meeting of the Allegany County Planning Board was called to order in
the Frank Williams Room of the Allegany County Court House in Belmont, New York, at 7:33PM by
Chairman R. Hollis.
2. Minutes: On a motion by R. Yanda, and seconded by K. Hollis, the minutes of the April 2I, I999, meeting
were approved with one clarification: Part 4- Correspondence Item F- last line- ... designating Allegany
County's portion of the Turnpike Road as eligible for the State and National Historic Registers.
3. Correspondence:
A. Chairman R. Hollis received a copy of the NYS Forest Report for Allegany County. Based on that report,
we need to push NYS to increase the number of foresters assigned here. The proper number of
foresters taking care of the correct number of acres would provide jobs and income. It was suggested
that we write a letter to Commissioner Cahill, with copies to Governor Pataki, and our State Legislative
Representatives, urging them to provide an adequate number of foresters. A motion to send this
letter was made by B. Dibble, seconded by R. Stuck, and carried. It was also recommended
that we communicate with those towns which have state forest lands and work with them to
encourage their support. Said letter is to be written by Chairman Hollis. Copies will be sent
to all Town supervisors in towns that have Forest lands within their boundaries. B. Dibble
commented that Allegany County has approximately 52,000 acres of state lands when wildlife
Management Areas are included. Legislator S. Myers comment that Seneca Trails R. C. and D had sent
a similar resolution. R. Stuck asked if we had marketable timber. It was noted that the State foresters
only allow us to cut so much per year; for example- 1,000 acres. They will propose to cut 500 acres
this year. If trees are not harvested at the optimum time, they will "go the other way." B. Dibble noted
that he had alerted Senator Present to this problem two or three years ago. He had suggested that 50%
of the timber value be returned to the County; 10% to be paid to the County and 40% to the towns. It
was projected that it would take 38 years to get around our State forest lands if only I ,000 acres were
cut per year; 76 years if only 500 acres are cut. R. Hollis noted that the state cut 40 acres of red pine
recently and made $44,000 on that alone.
B. Comments on Proposed Law #2-99 re: Creation of the Planning Board. R. Stuck, in remembering
Frank Williams and being familiar with the General Municipal Law Section 239 re: the establishment
of the Planning Board noted that we already have a Planning Board (reference the 1964 Resolution.)
Therefore, why do we need a new law? K. Dirlam commented that it has something to do with some
changes. R. Stuck then read selected sections of the General Municipal Law pertaining to membership.
It was suggested that we need the local law to amend the previous resolution. During discussion, it
was noted that various Planning Board members have problems with the Title and Section I of the
Proposed Local Law. One comment was: "We do exist." There is another problem with Section V re:
membership terms. As it reads now, this would mean that members would serve only until 12/31/99.
Staggered terms were suggested so that there would be no total turnover in Board membership. Total
change of Board membership (should that ever happen) would break up any continuity on Board
projects and membership. R. Klein noted that he concurred with this opinion. D. Ackley noted that
during the last fifteen-(15) years, nobody had left due to not being re-appointed. R. Klein stated that
this would put too big a political spin on the issue. R. Stuck noted that Town Planning Boards have 1-7
year terms. R. Hollis suggested four-year terms with members from each district. R. Stuck noted that
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we create our own by-laws. By consensus, it was agreed that Section V of the Proposed new Local Law
must be changed. R. Stuck commented that a non-political body should be expected to create a nonpolitical set of by-laws. R. Klein noted that Cuba Village Planning Board is more a part of the
fundamental establishment and that we need continuity to be effective. We need and independent
Planning Board. R. Hollis noted that we don't want a political body to have that power. C. Jessup
suggested that the structure for terms should be in the law. R. Stuck talked about absenteeism and
effectiveness and asked if we yield to a local law how do we control our own Board? We now can be
removed for non -attendance or for no training as recommended by the Planning Board Chair. R. Hollis
noted that we are limited to twenty (20) people and that we don't want a lot of people who don't
attend meetings. C. Jessup suggested four (4) year terms either in the Local Law or By-laws. R. Hollis
stated that he plans to attend the Public Hearing (5/24/99). On a motion by C. Jessup and seconded
by R. Klein that we have a concern over two issues that need to be in the law, the Planning Board has
been in existence for 35 years and there needs to be terms for members. Discussion included the
following ideas:
1.) Does the legislature have a right to abolish a previous legal board and create a new entity? There
is no legal authority to turn over activities of this Board to another entity. Is there a reason?
Should they have a hearing?
2.) Discussion of the General Municipal Law noted that member can only be removed for cause. This
should be explained and put in the record. It is supposed to be a long term Board.
3.) The Planning Board is a statutory body created by legal authority.
4.) The Board is governed more by tradition than written material but no matter what, the Planning
Board is a separate entity.
Motion that R. Hollis voices our concerns at the Public Hearing was passed unanimously.
B. Dibble then asked why do we need a local law since the Board Chair has always made the
appointments at the beginning of the year. The only change is that members now must be
approved via resolution by the full Board of Legislators. "We really don't need a local law." S.
Myers then stated that it was the advice of the County Attorney to do it this way. C. Jessup stated
that terms for members still concerned him. R. Stuck commented that the people of the County
will fare better with a local law containing exact specifications. Appointments should come from
the Board Chair. The Planning Board works with a broad cross-section of committees, why should
it be under one sub-committee, namely the Planning and Development Committee (P&D) of the
full Board of Legislators? S. Myers again stated that the County Attorney recommends this- that
it's logical for the Planning Board to be under Planning and Development. R. Stuck stated that this
way we will "become a sub-committee". Why? "Will the County Attorney be there?" "Sometimes
attorneys act as they are being directed." R. Stuck they reiterated that we don't report to any one
committee. R. Klein said he understood that the attorney had said this should be the procedure,
but does the attorney tell the Legislature how to run its business? K. Hollis noted that the two
current Ex-officio members, namely R. Young, Highway Superintendent and J. Mulholland,
Treasurer, has solid reasons for their membership since road construction and re-construction and
expenditures for same are concerns of this Board. We cannot prevent work from being done but
we can offer our input. The Planning Board can apply for grants, which would make us a line
item in the budget. S. Myers stated that the CHIPS money is held up this year and that Ex-officio
members get the minutes. R. Stuck noted that this would furnish funds for us to operate properly.
It was noted that Planning Board Members can receive no compensation except for mileage.
4. Reports:
A. K. Dirlam reported one IRP, which had no relevance to Allegany County.
B. Brochure received on the Millennium Pipeline. The DEIS is complete.
5. Old Business:
A. Room 222 dedication to Frank Williams is complete. Plaque on the wall denotes his close to thirty-five
years of service on the Planning Board. Secretary Lee Dibble read a thank-you note from Mrs.
Williams. C. Jessup read the plaque to those present.
B. Interactive Computer Information has been forwarded to Sheriff Belmont and Legislator Rodney
Bennett, Chair of the Public Safety Committee.
C. The pamphlet - Guide to Local Officials has been referred to the County Attorney. Some changes need
to be made. It will be returned to K. Dirlam at a later date.
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D. Planning Board picnic is scheduled for August 18, 1999. K. Hollis has obtained the phone number of
the contact person for the Angelica Conservation Club. We plan to invite the usual complement of
guests; i.e. State Legislators, County Legislators, Department Heads, etc.
.
E. R. Klein's request for consideration of items for siting solid waste facilities in the County will be reexamined next month. R. Klein has talked toR. Young, (ACDPW) and will bring the packet of
information, re: this matter to next month's Planning Board meeting for our review. This
information is based on legislation already in place in Cattaraugus County.
F. S. Myers read the list of proposed members of the County Planning Board. R. Hollis requested a copy of
this list with peoples' addresses. Myers then stated that all persons on the list had been called. There
are some new members who need to be contacted. S. Myers stated that this would be made available
once the Planning Board members are approved. R. Hollis reported that he had contacted Matt Perkins
who stated that he had not been previously contacted. S. R. Klein noted that the names on the list were
pretty much what we had hoped/ expected. S. Myers then indicated that some names were not on the
list, that the list was not complete. R. Stuck asked if a local law can be amended without another
public hearing and if county laws are filed with the Secretary of State. R. Stuck also noted that we need
consensus in our record of how we continue as a Board. Local laws take effect immediately, then
members will be voted on. Those members will continue until the end of the year. D. fleming voiced
his concern about the number of members from each district, particularly noting the inequality for
some districts; i.e. District 3. S. Myers stated that she hadn't used up all the slots for
membership and will continue to look for another member for District 3. She reported that
they had included the person that the Farm Bureau wanted. R. Yanda commented that our focus has
been the County as a whole, not particular areas within the County.
G. Chairman Hollis reported on sending a copy of his letter to Brenda Hotchkiss, Legislative Board Clerk,
which he had asked to be read but was not read at the last meeting of the Board of Legislators. His
previous letter on municipal wastes had been read at a Board meeting as he had requested. Chairman
Hollis wondered what the difference was since the first request was honored by not the second. It was
noted that this was not Ms. Hotchkiss's decision but that of John Walchli, Jr. Chairman Hollis will
talk to Chairman Walchli; re: this matter.
H. B. Dibble reported that Norfolk and Southern Railroad representatives shall not be able to attend the
June meeting of the Planning Board due to high level negotiations with which they are involved. They
will be happy to talk with us at one of our Fall meetings. C. Jessup commented that the Norfolk and
Southern had contacted some customers in his area looking for business.
I. R. Klein reported on the Cuba Village TEA-Z 1 application for review by the Planning Board. R. Klein
showed maps of the proposed project and reviewed various details relating to Cuba. They included the
following:
1.) Cuba now has three (3) historic districts with the Block Barn now under review for consideration
2.) Cuba is a cross-roads for transportation starting with: the Indians, who used the rivers and trails,
the Genesee Valley Canal, the coming of the railroads, highways including Routes 305, 17 (soon to
be I-86), an air strip and the old Turnpike Road from Bath to Olean which was started in 1796.
Project proposals include sidewalks with a brick surface, a promenade to draw people to town, a
30' x 30' park with a monument describing the Cuba History of Transportation and a SesquiCentennial Clock (for the year 2000.) A motion was made by D. Ackley and seconded by B.
Dibble to forward the application to the Clerk of the Legislature and denoting Planning
Board approval of same. Cost of the project is $138,000. Motion carried. R. Klein
indicated that Cuba will continue the project with the next round of funding application. The
Block Barn will be a part of that application. R. Hollis will write a letter indicating Planning
Board approval. B. Dibble suggested that the County could promote the Turnpike Road, the
routes of the Underground Railroad and the Greenway Trail. There was also a'suggestion for
building a travel-trailer park near a Greenway terminus.
6. New Business:
A. Canaseraga Corridor Study- K. Dirlam has found some documentation which needs to be looked over
in order to do a study of towns in Northeast Allegany County. Chairman Hollis suggested that a team
of people could locate infrastructure within the study area with a GPS. Diana Sinton will be asked
to chair this committee. Possibly, she can work with her students to locate tubes and bridges in those
five (5) towns. B. Dibble suggested measuring tube diameters and length of bridges.
B. There is a need for us to form sub-committees but this will be put off until the new Board members are
appointed.
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C. C. Jessup has obtained a copy of the 1994 Engineering study for Canaseraga. This gives us
somewhere to start. We need to focus on the goals and objectives for this Northeast area of the County.
This will be an agenda topic for June.
D. R. Klein noted that Cuba has a Master Plan. The advantage of having a plan is that when an
opportunity arises, it can be "plugged into" the plan. He suggested that Planning Board members
encourage their communities to prepare a Master Plan for themselves. B. Dibble suggested contracting
David Church of the Planning Federation as a source for a $5,000 grant. We need a small grant
($5,000-$10,000 range) to help us get started. We should look a grant money as a means for getting
some planning done.
E. R. Stuck thanked Bill Dibble for all his efforts for the Planing Board and stated that he hoped Bill would
continue to attend meetings. R. Klein stated that Bill was the only visionary he knew and that he is a
real asset.
F. G. Bastian will be sent a letter by R. Hollis thanking him for his time and service on the
Planning Board. It was noted that as far as we last knew, Gary Bastian wanted to stay on the Planning
Board.
7. Adjournment:
On a motion by Duke Ackley, and seconded by Dick Yanda, the meeting was adjourned at 9:20PM with the
comment that Walleye Season is open but the fish aren't bitingT
Respectfully submitted,

~J'_'j)~
Lee Dibble, Secretary

)
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Meeting Minutes 06/16/99
Present: L. Dibble, R. Hollis, K. Hollis, C. Jessup, Ken .Skinner, R. Yanda, R. Klein, C. "Duke" Ackley, R. .Stuck,
D. Fleming, G. Butera, B. Szalc, M. l'crkins, R. Golas, R. Hacker, D. foster, 1:. Krumm, and S. Myers
Excused: D. Sinton
Absent: D. Harris
Guests: Legislators: E. Sherman, B. Reynolds, E. Burdick, and B. Dibble; and K. Dirlam, STW
1. Call to Order: The regular June meeting of the Allegany County l'lannin:~ Board was called to order in the
frank Williams Room of the Allegany County Court !louse in Iklmont, New York, at 7::~0 I'M by Chairman R.
Hollis. Attendance was taken and introductions of all members and guests were made.
2. Minutes: On a motion by C. "Duke" Ackley, and :-;econded by R. Yanda, the minutes of the May 19, 1~)99,
meeting were approved as presented.
3. Correspondence:
A. Chairman R. Hollis read the Planning Board letter of support for the Cuba Village TEA-21 grant application.
R. Klein reported the preliminary application was accepted ;tnd that DOT had made six (G) comments or
suggestions on same.
B. R. Hollis read his letter to Gary Bastian thanking him for his many years of service and the impact he
generated from the Entrepreneurs Club.
C. R. llollis read his letter to Bill Dibble thankin~~ him for his many years of service and for his visionary efforts
on behalf of Allegany County.
D. R. Hollis reported on a letter to Le:~islativc Board Chair, .John Walchli, Jr. on the subjects of having his letter
to the Board read into the minutes (which was not done at the May 24, 1D~)~), Hoard meeting) and on
membership for the Planning Board asking his advice on how the !'Ianning Board can be heard. No reply
to date.
E. When time permits, a letter will be sent to the DI:C Commissioner Cahill, rc: forestry practices in Allegany
County and our need for foresters. Copies of this Iefler will LJL• sent to 011r State Represent;ttives, and towns
with State Forest lands.
F. K. Dirlam (STW) passed around newsletters from the Technical Development Center of WNY annual report
on the Clean Water State Revolving Fund.
G. K. Dirlam reported on a U.B. offer of training for local officials. Classes include one on GIS and one on How
to Design Web Pages. Cost is $10.
II. Chairman llollis passed out copies of his testimony at the l'ublic I karin:~ rc: local law creating the Plannin;~
Board.
4. Reports:
A. R. Klein reported on his efforts to have Allegany County adopt portions of the Solid Waste Siting Law now in
force in Cattaraugus County. These efforts have been on ;~oing since 1~)~) 1. The intent is to promote the
health, safety and welfare of the people. The law has been amended several times but the items to note are
#7.G and #7.7, which were then read aloud by R. Klein. R. Klein moved that the Planning Board
recommend adoption of those two provisions. The poll'nt ialthreat to u pstatc N.Y. due to the closing of the
Fresh Kills dump is ;~oinz to intensify in the next two years. The closin;~ of thatlnndfill would require one
hundred (100) dumps the size of Alk;~any County's landfill or twL·nty-fivc (.2[) dumps the size of Hyland.
We should decide if these waste facilities arc compatible with our vision of the County's future. We should
send our proposal to the l'ublic Works Committce and the l'bnning ;md Development Committee. Motion
was seconded by K. Hollis. A discussion then ensued led by S. Myers rc: which commiffee is the committee
of jurisdiction. R. Klein reported that Resource Management had a pprovcd it in the past and sent it on to
the County Attorney and to Public Works Committee. ln short, the request has been sent to committee
three (3) times and has recently been in limbo for two (.2) years. G. lhttcra asked to sec a copy of what
went to Cattaraugus County and wanted further review by the I'lannin;~ Hoard in orda to protect us from
nny unforeseen problems. Ch;lirman llollis replied that we h;td adopll'd n k;~al form that had already been
changed two (2) times in Cattaraugus County. He thinks this version is generic enough for Allegany
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County but has no problem with further review. 1\. Stuck noted that it would receive further review from
the County Al1orney and from the Public Works and Pbtulin~~ and lkvelopmcnt Commi!!ees. C. "Duke"
Ackley noted that furt.her r~viewinz ~ill cause an clupsed time period resulting in a law that won't do any
good! After further cltscusston, 1\. Klc111 added an amencltncnt to his ori:~in:d motion that the proposal be
sent to the l'ublic Works Commi!!ee. Motion for the <tllletHlllll'llt was seconded by 1\. Y;1nda and carried.
The vole on the main motion was also affirmative. 1\. Stuck sug,~estcd that more research needs to be done
)
for a local law. E. Burdick asked if we were proposing to change rules or to chan~e Ia ws. We need to
make sure of which one we are asking for.
B. Chairman Hollis thanked Lee and Dill Dibble for their efforts in promotinz the Allegany County Festival. He
also noted that it's beneficial to have more than one activity-taking place at a time.
C. K. Dirlam (STW) reported that there were two (2) IRPs, neither one of which concerned Allegany County.
5. Old Business:
A. The Planning Board Picnic is scheduled for August 18, 1~)~)D, at the Angelica Conservation Club at 6:00PM.
This will be a dish-to-pass event and we will provide Beef-on-week, soft drinks and table settings. RSVP to
Cathleen at the Economic Development Office, lklmont. There will be no meeting of the Planning Board in
July due to conflicts with the Allezany County Fair. On a motion made by 1\. I Iollis and seconded by R.
Stuck, B. Dibble was made a member of the Picnic Committee. Motion carried.
B. The Pamphlet, "Guide To Local Officials" has zone to the County A!!orney and is not back yet. C. Jessup
suggested sending it to Harry Willis. K. Dirlam replied that we will have it back by the next meeting
(which is September).
C. Formulating goals and objectives for the proposed corridor study for Grove, Birdsall, Granger and Burns will
be put off until September. K. Dirlam will make more copies of the packets of information for the new
Planning Board members. Formation of sub-commi!!ees for same will also be postponed until September.
D. Testimony by C. Jessup and R. Klein a the Public Hearing on the new local law for the Planning Board was
reviewed. B. Dibble was asked why he proposed a whole new law. C. Jessup stated that the law was passed
and that it was time to move on.
E. How to amend the I'lanning Board by -laws was discussed. It was su~~ested thai we ask the County Attorney
to attend our next meeting. K. Dirlam will mail the current member copies of the existing by-laws and also
a copy of the General Municipallaw-239-C. After some discussion on how to proceed, chairman Hollis
stated that the County Al1orney can advise us on how to proceed.
rNew Business:
) A. R. Stuck noted that there arc landowner liability weaknesses in the .Slate Statute: General Obligations Law.
This law needs to be made tougher to protect landowners. Letters of support should be sent to our own
State Legislators and to the sponsors of the bill. 1\. Backer stated that the rarm I3ureau is in favor of laws
that protect landowners.
B. B. Dibble described the Planning Board's 19~)7 [conomic Development and Recreation Report. He suggested
that new members should have a copy . C. Jessup noted that the report is 220 pa~~es which involves a lot of
copying. The County will provide them copies.
C. Chairman Hollis told Planning Board members that they need to si~n the cards signifying Planning Board
member's appointments in front of a notary. These need to be ret11rncd to Brenda Hotchkiss, Clerk of the
Board of Legislators.
D. Chairman Hollis noted that he had received a rcctuest from Ct-c<tler Alk;~any Preservation (GAP) from let1ers
of support for their TEA-21 grant application to stabilize and repair the Canal Warehouse in Belfast. C.
Jessup made a motion to table this because of lack of infont~<l!iLHI; D. rkmin~ seconded Ihe molion which
was passed.
E. B. Dibble wished the new Planning Board luck in the future.
7. Adjournment:
On a motion by C. "Duke" Ackley, and seconded by C. Jessup, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50PM.

Respectfully submitted,

b».DdU_
Lee Dibble, Secretary
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Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 08/04/99
Present: R. Hollis, L. Dibble, R. Stuck;]. Sinclair and C. Kalthoff of ACCORD
I.

The Executive CommiHee meeting of the Allegany County Plannitl~ Roard was convened in the Frank Williams
Room of the Allegany County Court House in Belmont, New Yot·k, at 7: 10 I'M by Chairman R. Hollis.

II. C. Kalthoff briefly reviewed the evolution of how the consolidated plan came into consideration. BUD uses these
as a planning document. The benefit is that these allow for a close local reference. There arc four (4) housing
groups in Allegany County and all these can use the consolidated Plan. New York is one of the only two states
that allow HUD to run their programs. The County contributed $2,000 and ACCORD gave $1,000 to finance
this effort. There is a broad base input for this plan. J. Sinclair distributed four (4) hand outs detailing how the
plan has been put together. They include:
1.) Table of Contents
2.) Time Line
3.) Participants and Materials List
4.) Plan Coordination
A copy of the draft narrative will be sent to all Planni11:4 Board members before their September meeting. An
executive summary is being planned. J. Sinclair and C. Kalthoff will at lend the September Planning Board meeting
to explain all aspects of the Plan and to answer questions. References within the plan will link back to other
documents which then can be used in writing grant applications, etc.
Various HUD requirements were described by C. Kalthoff. For example: Housing Data is the primary reference
'rce. For a successful application, it must help fifty-one percent (51%) or more of the low or moderate income
people. HUD's helping with some other mapping using census data and other related statistics.
The plan coordination outlines the following items:
1.) How it was structured.
2.) How coordinated with other plans
3.) Dissemination and Use
Formulation of the Consolidated I'lan will also be based on several surveys sent out to towns by K. Dirlam andJ.
Sinclair. Towns and Villages will have numerous opportunities to share their input on the Plan throu.gh the two (2)
public hearings, surveys and the amendment process.
Two other items of consideration include the following:
1.) The Consolidated Plan is not subject to approval by HUD-they :4ive technical advice and assistance.
However, when projects come in, HUD uses the Consolidated !~Ian as their reference for the County's needs.
Details are in the individual proposals.
2.) There is no real deadline for submission of the l'lan to I-IU[) but it needs to be on file bdore the next round of
small cities grants become available in September or October. Therefore, the narrative will be mailed out by
the week of August 30th, 1999. J. Sinclair and C. Kalthoff need input from the Planning Board within two
(2) weeks of the September 15th, 1999, Planning Board Mectin:4.
The question arose on how the County can assist the towns. It .Stuck su~~estcd a brief cover letter be sent along
with the narrative telling them that these programs are available . The need for centralized communication and
possible use of the Internet were also mentioned in I his context.
The meeting concluded at 8:15PM.
Respectfully submiHed,

~)/~V~
Lee Dibble, Secretary
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Meeting Minutes 09/16/99
Present: L. Dibble, C. Jessup, R. Stuck, R. Golas, R. Hollis, K. Hollis, D. Foster, C. (Duke) Ackley, D. HarrisJr,
G. Butera, D. Sinton, R. Klein, K. Skinner and R. Yanda.
·cused: D. Fleming, E. Krumm.
At:Jsent: M. Perkins, R. Backer.
Guests: Assistant County Attorney T. Miner,]. Sinclair, ACCORD, Gary Brown, Legislators: S. Myers and B. Dibble;
and Kier Dirlam, STW.
Location: Frank Williams Room; Allegany County Legislative Chambers, Belmont, New York.
1. Call to Order: The regular September meeting of the Allegany County Planning Board was called to order at
7:30PM by Chairman R. Hollis. Attendance was taken and introductions of all members and guests were made.
2. Minutes: The minutes of the June I G, 199~), Planning Board meeting were approved as presented on a motion
by C. "Duke" Ackley, and seconded by R. Yanda. In addition, the minutes of the August 4, 1999, Executive
Committee meeting were presented.
3. Correspondence:
A. Chairman R. Hollis reported on a letter written to DEC Commissioner Cahill re: County forestlands and
letters received from Assemblymen Dan Burling and Jerry Johnson. He also read the letter of resignation
from the Planning Board submitted by Brenda Szalc, dated 7 /8/9~).
4. Consolidated Plan Presentation: ]. Sinclair was introduced by Chairman Hollis. The purpose, sources of
information, scope, contents and projected applications of the HUD Consolidated Plan for Allegany County
were described by J. Sinclair. Some of the main points covered are as follows:
A. This plan is needed because of the advantages it affords us when submitting applications for funding in
HUD projects. This plan gives us bonus points. Seventy percent (70%) deal with housing.
B. To the best of our knowledge, Allegany County is the only rural Western New York county to submit such a
plan. Schyuler County is working on its own plan to fulfill needs for a special project at Watkins Glen.
C. J. Sinclair has had a variety of comments/feedback from several sources. One public hearing has already
been held on 9/13/99. K. Hollis suggested scheduling a public meeting in the evening so that people with
jobs could attend. The next hearing is scheduled for 9/27/99. Only two public hearings are required by
HUD. After those, changes will be made.
D. The Consolidated Plan will be presented to the County Legislature for its approval on 10/11/99. When
adopted by the County, it will then be submitted to HUD where it will be used as a source document for
Allegany County. Applicants for I-IUD funded projects can then reference the Plan and not have to redo the
same research.
E. The amendment process (within the Plan) provides a way to add projects or concerns. R. Stuck asked why
was the Planning Board eliminated from the amending process? He suggested that the Planning Board be
given a chance to review proposed changes and then send them on to the Planning and Development
Committee. From there, it would be sent to the Board of Legislators for their approval. Following some
discussion, it was the consensus of the Planning Board that this change be made in the final version of the
Consolidated Plan.
F. Other errors and corrections were pointed out by Planning Board Members. Included in the discussion was
a question asked by R. Klein re: accuracy of the data on pages 2 1-2 9. R. Klein noted that all towns have
data from building permits and asked if STW had better information. J. Sinclair stated that the data will be
changed or labeled to show what it lacks. R. Hollis asked about projects from the Town of Granger that
could be included. These were improvements to the Town Hall, the Fire Hall, a possible Town Park and
improving the energy efficiency in the Town Sheds.
G. R. Stuck suggested the inclusion of some historical background on Allegany County .
.LL R. Klein asked about data on mobile homes.
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6.

7.

8.

Reports:
A. Chairman Hollis reported on receiving notification that the McKinney Stables (the Block Barn), Cuba, NY
has been nominated for listing on the NYS Register of Historic Places and will be recommended for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places.
B. County Attorney, Tom Miner commented on and suggested alterations in our draft of changes for the
Planning Board By-laws. C. Jessup moved that the content of the by-laws, as corrected, and with the form
to be adjusted to conform to the latest edition of Roberts Rules of Order, be approved at this meeting.
Motion was seconded by K. Hollis and carried. R. Stuck then suggested that the two sentences beginning
with "Whereas" and "Therefore" at the beginning of the by-laws be deleted. Stylistic changes will be
reported by T. Miner to R. I Iollis.
C. T. Miner reported that a few items in the Guide for Local Officials had been changed to make them up to
date. Chairman Hollis suggested that the Guide be reformatted and that our logo be added. C. Jessup
requested that the Guide be sent to all towns and villages and to all local officials. S. Myers also suggested
that it be sent to all County libraries. I:rrors will be corrected and it will be presented at the October
Planning Board meeting for approval.
D. Chairman Hollis noted the success of the Planning Board picnic and thanked all those people who had
helped with the set-up of same.
E. K. Dirlam passed out copies of twenty (20) IRP's.
Referral Gary Brown, developer, reported on a Main Street, Alfred Village Project. He stated that the SEQR
process and required public hearings had been completed. The project involves demolition of a building in an
historic area but the building itself is not historic. The project also includes the remodeling of an existing
building in a B-1 Zoning District. Drawings, plans, minutes of all meetings and hearings plus the footprint of
the buildings were on hand for our perusal. This project was approved by the Alfred Village Planning Board.
C. Jessup noted that this project will provide much needed office space, retail space and apartments in
downtown Alfred. Parking is not required in a B- 1 Zoning District but nine (9) on-site spaces and twenty-one
(21) other spaces will be available across the street. No variances arc required. Handicapped access will be
provided to twenty-five percent (25%) of the apartments and there will be an elevator. Apartments will be
furnished. R. Stuck moved that the !'Ianning Boat·d approve the project. Motion seconded by R. Klein and
carried. Chairman Hollis will send a letter indicating that the project was approved unanimously by the
Planning Board.
Other Business:
A. For information purposes, B. Dibble distributed copies of the 1997 Resolutions calling for the extension of
Routes 243 and 408. B. Dibble briefly explained the importance of these requests as the Northeast corner
of Allegany County lacks State roads.
B. T. Butera reported on the elimination of Route 17 from Elmira to the Pennsylvania boarder on the 1999 NYS
Thruway maps. T. Butera has sent letters of protest to all pertinent State and local officials. Ms. Butera
then read her letter. S. Myers requested that a copy of the letter be sent to the I-8() Coalition members. The
devastating impact of this omission was then discussed and it was generally agreed that these maps be
recalled. T. Butera moved that the Planning Board write to the Thruway Authority asking them to recall the
twenty-third (23"<1) edition of the Thruway Maps because they do not show the entire So. Tier Expressway
from Elmira to the PA. Line. D. Sinton noted that the map does show Route 17 incorrectly as a principle
road but not as a limited access hi~~hway. K. I loilis seconded D. Sinton's amendment and the principle
motion. The amendment was passed as weii as the original motion.
C. Chairman Hollis stated that some agenda items on formation of goals and objectives and the establishment of
sub-committees will be delayed due to the full agenda.
D. Principle agenda items for the October mcctin;~ wiii be a presentation by fred Sinclair on Ag Districts.
Adjournment:
On a motion by C. "Duke" Ackley, and seconded by C. Jessup, the meeting was adjourned at 9:~5 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

£-;:j_ fJJM~
Lee Dibble, Secretary
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Meeting Minutes 10/20/99
Present: L. Dibble, G. Butera, C. Jessup, R. Hollis, K. Hollis, D. Foster, R. Golas, R. Stuck, M. Perkins, D. Sinton, R. Klein, C.
(Duke) Ackley, R. Yanda, D. Fleming, S. Myers, Ex Officio.
Excused: E. Krumm, K. Skinner.
Absent: D. Harris, R. Backer.
Guests: Legislators: B. Dibble,J. Graffrath, E. Burdick, R. Bennett; Members of the Farm Land Protection Board which
included: Wendell Chamberlain, Gary Link, Jack Potter, Florence Fuller, Ted Hopkins; Cornell Co-Operative
Extension: Tom Parment,Jim Grace; Soil and Water Conservation District: Fred Sinclair; ~1'W: Kier Dirlam.
Location: Frank Williams Room; Allegany County Legislative Chambers, Belmont, New York.
1. Call to Order: The regular October meeting of the Allegany County Planning Board was called to order at 7:35PM
by Chairman R. Hollis.
2. Minutes: On a motion by C. Jessup and seconded by R. Yanda, the minutes of the September 1 G, 1999, meeting were
approved as presented.
3. Correspondence: Chairman R. Hollis reported on the following items of correspondence:
A. Approval letter was sent to Alfred Village for the Cary Brown Project.
B. A letter was sent to the NYS Thruway Authority re: wrong designation for Route 17. No response received to date.
C. Response received from NYS m:c Commissioner Cahill re: forestry staffing. l:ssentially, he indicated that forestry
staffing for Region ~l has been rcdistribull'd and that there arc no plans to hire additional fc>rcsters.
D. Received notification that the Block Barn, Cuba, NY, is now listed on both the NYS and National Registers for
1-1 istoric Places.
E. Chairman Hollis read a letter from the Village of Canaseraga requesting the Planning Board's assistance for the
Canaseraga Creek Watershed Project which involves the Towns of Grove and Burns and the Village of
Canaseraga. Their steering committee will be invited to the November 17 11• Planning Board meeting.
4. Reports: Information on the followin:2, items was reported:
A. K. Dirlam distributed a list of changes, corrections, etc. for the HUD Consolidated Plan, which had been
previously handed out at the Planning and Development Committee meeting. The change in the amending
process, which had been requested by the !'Ianning Board, has been included in the revised plan. The pertinent
wording for that change was read by Secretary Lee Dibble from the appropriate pages , (77 and 78) which were
obtained from Joan Sinclair. The Consolidalcd !'Ian will be presented to the County Legislature on October 25'",
1999, for their approval. It will then be sent to HUD.
B. K. Dirlam reported that he is working with the Village of Alfred on changes for their zoning map. A new
preliminary plan has been drafted for their review.
C. K. Dirlam reported that Wellsville Village is working on a similar project as their plan dates from the mid 80's.
Kier will assist them also.
D. Allegany County pins, which were first sug,_<Z,cslcd by Le:2,islator L Burdick, are available for purchase at $2.00
each. The design was done by local artist, Tom O'Grady.
E. R. Hollis noted that the pamphlet, Guide for Local Officials, has been reviewed by the County attorney. K. Hollis is
working on re-formatlin~~. and the pamphll'l should be ready for distribution next month. S. Myers su~~ested a
press release when it is ready.
5. Presentation: Guest Speaker, Fred Sinclair from the Soil and Water Conservation District spoke on the proposed
consolidation of County Agricultural Districts. There are currently thirteen (13) districts. It has been suggested that
these be consolidated into possibly four (4) districts. Ag Districts have and eight (8) year cycle for review and each
review takes 300 days. Because of the need for doing reviews in a timely manner, having four (4) Ag Districts would
allow one to be reviewed every two (2) years. This would divide the eight (8) year process up evenly and allow for a
year's respite between each review. F. Sinclair distributed copies of the following:
a) Ag District I'rofilcs-a spreadsheet dated 5/~l~l
b) An Allegany County map showing the location of all Ag Districts within the County. Ag Districts are numbered
1-14 with Ag District #5 having been terminated. There are thirteen (13) active districts at this time.
The NYS Dept. of Agriculture Representative has su&'l,ested consolidation. Ag District#~) is up for review. We
now have the opportunity because of changes in the laws, to wipe the slate clean and create a new time frame.
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Because Allegany County has not been able to accomplish the reviews in a timely manner, consolidation has been
recommended by the Resource Management Committee and the Farm Land Protection Board. Discussion ensued on
how the Ag Districts were originally created, when can lands be added or subtracted, required notifications at the
time of review, desirability of having Ag Districts, reporting requirements for land owners with property in an Ag
District and conjecture on the effects of the next census as it pertains to political representation in Ag Districts.
Another issue to be considered is who will do the work of bringing about any consolidation. Possible entities to do
the work and sources of money were brieOy discussed. Various rules and requirements for consolidation were
explained. On a motion by C. Jessup and seconded by R. Yanda, the Planning 13oard recommended the consolidation
of the thirteen (1~~) existing districts into four (4) Ag Districts. Motion passed unanimously. F. Sinclair will return
with a map showing the proposed boundaries of four (4) consolidated districts at the November Planning Board
meeting.
Break: Everyone present enjoyed cider and cookies which were graciously provided by G. Butera and K. Hollis.
G. Old Business:
A. Chairman R. Hollis noted the newspaper article (copies distributed to all present) on the inequity of distribution of
ARC grants ~n All~gal'ly Ceu 11ty. Consensus was that we should work for our equal share by lobbying our
legislators. 1ts J-k.Q. It R...-L P..(!.:Jia•t'\ ,
B. The Guide for Local Officials will be reformatted .
C. No answer has been received from Legislative Chair, John Walchli,Jr on our letter to him.
D. R. Klein reported on some in-consistencies re: meetings attended and referrals made in his efforts to add two
provisions to the waste siting law. R. Kl ein agreed to "rough out" these ideas and see the County Attorney with
them.
E. G. Butera located and copied the appropriate materials in Robert's Rules of Order. These have been forwarded to
the County Attorney and the fly -law rev isions are being worked on.
F. G. Butera has received no reply to her lett er re: Errors on the NYS Thruway map but reported on an interesting
telephone conversation with the NYS Cartographer. Apparently, all Thruway maps have been pulled because of
the omission of Exits 51 and 5~~ in Buffalo, N.Y.
7. Executive Session: County LegislatorS. Myers requested that the Planning Board go into Executive Session to
discuss a contract to provide planning services for the County. After a discussion on the legal reasons for the
executive session and after a reading of the law for same by R. Hollis, R. Golas moved that we go into Executive
Session. Motion was seconded by G. Butera and passed by a roll call vote; voting YI:S-7 : G. Butera, D. Foster, R.
Golas, R. Stuck, M. Perkins, D. Sinton, C. Ackley, voting NO-G: L. Dibble, C. Jessup, R. Hollis, K. Hollis, R. Klein,
R. Yanda.
R. Yanda asked how it could be an executive session if the public was present. (S. Myers had requested that the
County Legislators be allowed to remain.) A motion was made by R. Stuck to allow the Legislators to remain in the
meeting. Motion was seconded by M. Perkins. This motion was defeated in a roll call vote; voting YES-G: G. Butera,
D. Foster, R. Golas, R. Stuck, M. l'erkins, D. Sinton, voting N0-7: L. Dibble, C. Jessup, R. Hollis, K. Hollis, R. Klein, C.
Ackley, R. Yanda. Legislators were excused. Planning Board then went into Executive Session at 8:55PM.
Executive Session Motion and Vote: C. Jessup made a motion that Allegany County should ask for R.F.P.'s on any
contract for Planning Services. The motion was seconded by Dale Foster and passed by a roll call vote; voting YESI 0: L. Dibble, C. Jessup, R. Hollis, K. Hollis, D. roster, R. Golas, D. Sinton, R. Klein, C. Ackley, R. Yanda, voting NOI: M. Perkins, AIJ~'TAIN-2: G. Butera, R. Stuck.
On a motion by R. Golas, seconded by K. Hollis, and carried, the Planning Board came out of Executive Session at
9:44PM.
8. Adjournment:
On a motion by C. "Duke" Ackley, and seconded by K. Hollis, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 PM.

)

Respectfully submitted,

~473-~
Lee G. Dibble, Secretary
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Ron Stuck, Vice Chairman
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October 24, 1999

Legislator Susan Myers
County Office Building
Belmont, New York 14813

Dear Legislator J\fyers:
The Allegany County Planning Board, acting in its role as advisor to the Allegany County
Board of Legislators, would like to recommend that the legislators send out a Requests For
Proposals concerning the proposed contract between Alleg.my County and Allegany Community
Development, Environment and Planning Services.
11

The Allegc1ny County Planning Board, at our October 20' , 1999, Planning Board meeting in
executive session, voted 10 yea, 2 abstentions, and 1 no to forward this advice to the Alleg,my
County Board of Legislators. \Y/e feel it is in the best interest of the t<L\:payers of Alleg,my County
to pursue a contract with the best available contractor for pLmning services. Without sending out a
Request For Proposals, we are unable to make the judgement that the firm that was presented is the
best available contractor. During our discussions of this, one of our members noted that Yates
County recently hired t"or $25,000, a ti_!ll time planner who is certitieci 111 Phnning and holds a
Masters Degree in that tield. The proposed fee uf $39,8-W seems w iJe seriously out of line with
this new information.
It is therefore the advice of the i\lleg,my County Planning Board that the Alleg<my County
Board of Legislators advertises a Request For Proposals for planmng services.

Sincerely yours,

Rlchard C. Hollis, Chairman
Cuunty Planning Board

:\lleg~my

ALLEGANY COUNTY BOARD OF LEGISLATORS
COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING* 7 COURT STREET
BELMONT. NEW YORK 14813-1083
TELEPHONe 716-268-9222 * FAX 716-268-9446

JOHN W. WALCHLI, JR.
CHAIRMAN

BRENDA R. HOTCHKISS
CLERK

November 1, 1999

Mr. Rick Hollis, Chairman
Allegany County Planning Board
County Office Building - Room 208
7 Court Street
Belmont, NY 14813
Dear Mr. Hollis:
The purpose of this letter is to reply to your recent inquiries regarding Planning Board
correspondence to the Board of Legislators. There is no requirement in the rules of the Allegany
County Board of Legislators that a letter sent to the Board or the Chairman be read into the
minutes of a meeting. It is within my discretion as Chairman to determine whether or not this
shall be done.
Upon receipt of your letter of October 24, 1999, I consulted with the County Attorney
regarding whether or not the letter should be formally read into the minutes of the Board. I was
advised that at this point in time the letter should not be read into the minutes because of the fact
that the County has not entered into any agreement with any independent contractor for planning
services. Negotiations for such an agreement and discussion of those negotiations are ongoing.
Pursuant to Section 87.2© of the Public Officers Law (Freedom of Information Law) the
information that would "impair present or imminent contract awards - - -" is exempt from
disclosure to the public. Therefore, under the circumstances, I believe that at this point in time
your letter should not be formally read into the minutes and thereby made public. To do so would
impair the County's bargaining position with any independent contractor.
As a point of information, in checking with Yates County, it was determined that they did in
fact hire a full-time planner who is certified and has a master's degree in the field. However, the
salary was $35,000 not $25,000. Considering that medical insurance, retirement and other fringe
benefits amount to an additional 30 to 35 percent of an employee's salary, the cost to Yates
County for their full-time planner would be between approximately $45,500 and $47,250.
I always appreciate the input and comments from the Planning Board on County issues
and hope that you will continue advising the County on matters which affect planning.
Very truly yours,

Allegany

C4ing

Board

''Violunteers Working For To morro-w''
Rick Hollis, Chairman

(71 6)-268-9229

Ron Stuck, Vice Chairman

County Office Building Room 208 Belmont, NY 14813 Fax (716)-268-9446
Meeting Minutes I I I I 7/99
Present: C. Jessup, L. Dibble, R. Hollis, K. Hollis, G. Butera, E. Krimm, R. Golas, C. (Duke) Ackley, R. Klein, R. Yanda,
D. Foster, R. Backer, D. Sinton, M. Perkins, Ken Skinner, S. Myers-Ex Officio
Excused: R. Stuck
Absent: D. Fleming, D. Harris,Jr
Guests: County Attorney-Tom Miner, U.S. Census Bureau-Rich Davis, STW- K. Dirlam and Russ Patterson,
Legislator B. Dibble
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Chairman R. Hollis at 7:30 PM. Everyone introduced themself and
identified their affiliation.
2. Minutes: On a motion by C. Jessup and seconded by C. (Duke) Ackley, the minutes of the October 20, 1999, meeting
were approved unanimously with one correction. The correction: page two (2), Item #G should read: "in the entire
ARC region."
3. Announcement: Chairman Hollis informed the Planning Board that the Executive Session, which took place at the
October meeting, was inappropriate because the vote should have been based on a majority of Planning Board
members, not on a majority of those present. The vote to hold an executive session should have failed.
4.!!x=.laws: County Attorney, Tom Miner passed out two (2) copies of the by-laws for the Planning Board. One copy,
with italics and brackets shows the changes. The other copy shows how the By-laws will read if they are adopted at
the December Planning Board meeting. Typos and corrections can be sent to Tom Miner at his office. Once adopted
by the Planning Board, the By-laws will be sent on to the Planning and Development Committee and then to the
Board of Legislators (in resolution form) for their ratification.
11. 2000 Census: Guest presenters Russ Patterson from grw and Rich Davis from the Census Bureau first distributed kits
and posters for Census 2000. They then gave an over-view of the census. Several reasons for obtaining an accurate,
complete enumeration were cited. These include the following:
A. Raw data indicate dollars for our area because the Feds use these numbers when allocating money to the State.
These numbers are competitive and are used for demographics, economic development data, school capitalization
projects, justification for highways, hospitals, need for grants, etc. It's important to be accurate.
B. The number of House of Representative seats for each state is constitutionally based on the census. The Thirty-first
(31st) Congressional District has been pinpointed as having possibly lost population and will be subject to
redistricting. Again, every person counts.
To obtain an accurate count, census officials are seeking to build partnerships to organizations that speak to a
significant population base. Many people will not respond to census requests for any number of reasons. By
building these partnerships, officials hope to be able to contact hard to reach groups, i.e. college students, Amish,
etc. and overcome the reluctance of certain groups to respond. Census needs include volunteers/people who know
their communities, physical sites to train and test workers (both paid and volunteer) and groups willing to commit
to a partnership with the census. Another method by which census officials hope to reach people is through the
schools. Special curricula on the importance of the census have been designed to interact with multiple disciplines
such as math, geography, data analysis, etc. Hopefully by educating the students on the importance of this census
and any future census, the parents will also become aware of the need for an accurate count.
Fact sheets, booklets, poster, etc. were reviewed. Various question and problems were discussed. A request for
media (newspaper) donation of space was reported on. The short (seven (7) questions) and long (thirty (30)
questions) forms for the census were reviewed. Literacy problems are viewed as a barrier to participation. Various
reasons for a low/inaccurate count include low incomes and low education attainment, unemployment and the
previously mentioned illiteracy. The majority of census forms in Allegany County will be hand delivered. The
major exception will be in Wellsville where the forms will be mailed.
Planning Board members were asked to suggest questionnaire assistance sites by the end of the month. The
Planning Board is also being considered as the Complete Count Committee for the Census.
G. New Business:
~! A. Nominating Committee: Chairman Hollis announced that he will be unable to serve as Planning Board Chair in the
year 2000 due to his recent election as Supervisor in the Town of Granger. Chairman Hollis asked for volunteers
to serve on a nominating committee to select candidates for Planning Board Officers for 2000. D. Sinton, C.
"Duke" Ackley and R. Yanda volunteered to serve on this committee.
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' B. Annual January Dinner: Chairman Hollis then asked for volunteers to select a site and plan the annual January
Planning Board Dinner. G. Butera agreed to chair this committee. Volunteers assisting her include R. Golas, 13.
Dibble, L. Dibble and R. Klein.
7. Correspondence: Chairman Hollis reported on receipt of the following items:
A. Letter from Connie Radde of the Canaseraga Creek Watershed Project (CCWI') say in:~ that their steerin,~ committee
)
is just being formed (on November 15, 199~>) and that our meeting on November I 7. I 9~>9 was too soon for their
participation. They will come to our December meeting.
B. Copies of letter writtet,!j>y Chairman Hollis to Legislative Board Chair, John Walchli, Jr. This letter was not read at
the Board meeting lJWI.vas reported on in the press.
C. Copies of John Walchli, Jr.'s reply (dated 11 /1/99) to Chairman Hollis's letter (dated G/11 /99).
D. Letter from John Platt, Director of the NYS Thruway stating that Thruway maps will be reprinted and that the Route
17 designation will be corrected.
E. Letter from a Town of Hume group (authored by Marilyn Main) opposing the Genesee Valley Greenway. They will
be invited to our next meeting to discuss problems on the Trail. M. Perkins suggested contacting Wayne Cooper
(DEC-Olean) and inviting them to also attend our next meeting to answer questions, etc.
F. Received a copy of 1999 Land Use Planning and Regulations-A survey for New York State from Senator McGee's
office. K. Dirlam will contact Senator McGee's office for additional copies for Planning Uoard members.
G. Received a letter from University of Buffalo about a meeting on 11 I 17/1999, re: the state of the Region-a
Performance Indicators Assessment.
H. Received a note from Assemblyman Jerry Johnson re: New York regaining control of HUD funds distribution.
I. From NYS-DEC, received a copy of the Livingston County Unit Management Plan which includes Rattlesnake Hill in
the Northeast corner of Allegany County. This should have come before the Planning Board for our comments.
Draft copy dated 2/1999.
8. Reports:
A. K. Dirlam reported that STW has moved to 4039 Route 21 ~),Salamanca. An open house with building tours are
slated for 11/18/1999 from 5:00-G:OO PM.
B. K. Dirlam reported on further progress for the Angelica Comprehensive Plan . The group has identified five (5) or
six (G) priorities and will now break up into groups to develop action plans for same. This has been a community
driven effort. Several hundred surveys were mailed out and approximately two hundred have been received.
C. K. Dirlam reported on an IRP re: Chautauqua County Westfield Home and Hardware. This does not effect Allegany
County.
D. R. Klein reviewed his letter and summary re: the proposed addition to Allegany County's Solid Waste Siting Law. R.
Klein moved that the Planning Board endorse these proposed changes for adoption by the Board of Legislator.
Motion was seconded by C. Jessup and passed unanimously. These changes will be sent to the Public Works
Committee, the County Administrator and the Board of Legisl ators.
E. The Pamphlet, Guide to Local Officials has been reformatted by K. Hollis. Copies were distributed to Planning Board
Members. C. Jessup noted the need for a press release . Plans were formulated to invite the press to the December
meeting for a picture of Chairman Hollis prese nting a copy to the Canaseraga Creek Watershed Project Task Force.
Copies will be sent to all Town and Village Board members, Town Clerks, Zoning Board and Libraries. Chairman
Hollis will write a cover letter to accompany same.
9. Other Business:
A. B. Dibble reviewed the 1997 County Resolutions re: th e extensions of Routes 243 and 408. It was noted that due to
subsequent elections that our State Representatives have changed . S. Myers state the 1-'&D committee reviewed it
and the Resolution from Hume, re: this matte r. They do not want the County to re-do this. A m.qtjon was made by
R. Yanda that we send it on our own letterhead to the appropriate state legisla tive officials and t~ Boardman,
Commissioner of NYS-DOT. Motion was seconded by R. Klein. Discussion on the motion included ideas on the
projected costs and the comment by R. Hollis th a t the projec t has great potential. It would be especially positive for
the Town of Caneadea and the whole northe rn e nd of the County. Motion carried with one dissenting vote by K.
Hollis.
10. Adjournment: On a motion from C. (Duke) Ackley, and seconded by R. Hollis, the meeting was adjourned at 9:12PM.
Respec tfully submitted,

1-

-t_)/iJ~
Lee Dibble, Secretary
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"VOLUNTEERS WORKING FOR TOMORROW"
(7161-!68·~!!~
Rl.'n Stuck. l'tce Clwm1:u:
County Oiiice Building Room :!OS Belmont. i'Y I-tS I~ fax <7 16i·.:!bS·9·H6

Meeting Minutes 12./15/99
rr·esenl: L DiJ.:.ble. C. Jessur. R. Yanda. D. Sinton. D. Fosler, C <Dukei Ackley. G. Butera.!\. H01lis. R. H01lis. R. Stuck. 1\. :\lein. :-.1.
Perkins. S. ~h·ers·Ex Officio
Excused: R. Golas
•
Absent: [en Skinner, D. Harris Jr. R. Backer, E. [runun
Guests: Assistant County Allorney • Tom ~ tiner; NYS DEC · \\··ll),te Cooper and Ron Abraham; friends of the Gt:ne.see \ ·:~lley
Greenway- Frances Golcsik: Canaseraga Creek Wafer Shed Sleerill$ Cc>mmittee- 1\e,;n 1.1..'\hany. Gary Gi!l'eli. Fatty
Register Nobles. Catherine Kenyon, C. Allen Philips; To",l of Hume Delegation- A,·is \\'ilmonl. Dcmna Bro\\11. Tim
Be.~rdsley, Phillip !!. tain, Marilyn Main. Fhilip Szalla; Lesislalors E. Shennan. B. Dili,le
Location: Frank Williams Room- AlleganyCounty Office Building, Belmont, New York.
Official1y Re~eived via Richard Klein: TO\\,, oi Cuba requests for rlanning Board re,·ie,,· for a zoning cl~o.~nge :m..t a special us~:
.permrf.
1. Call to Order: The meetins \\'as called lo order at 7:~0 Fl.\ by Chainnan R Hollis
2. Minutes: On a motion by C. <Duke! .Ackley and seconded by J:. Hollis. the minutes of the Nc:n·emi.'Er I i'. 1~~~- meetins \\·ere
accepted as corrected. K Hollis noted that the correction in 9.A. should read r. Boardman."
3. Correspondence:
'
A. Chaiaman R. Hollis noted that he had sent a Iefier fo County Legislator .\!ton Sylor, Chair Cli the Public \\'orks CCinunillee re:
;unendhl$ the solid waste law.
B. Chainnan Hollis reported !halite had recei,·ed a letter oi resiznalion from the Planning Bmrd from D. neming oi Scio.
C. Chamnan Hollis repo1ied on sendins a copy of the DOT letter re: Conidor study for the e."tension of rc-ules 40S and :?.4:. tcSenator A\kGee.
4. Old Business: Amended B\·-laws: .i\ 1olion was made bY G. Butera and seconded bY R Yanda that the Secretan· of the flannin.;:
Board is authorized to si,gti all papers necessary ior the-adoption oi the amended l.;y.la\\·s lluf \\;Uihen be iot~\·anied to the '
Plannins and I?e,·elopment Committee. Motion canied unanimously.
5. Guest Delegahons:
A. Genesee Valle\· Greem\'a\· Marilyn .i\ tain, spokest-'erson ior Ihe Town of Hume presented their ob.iections lo Ihe Greemnty. _.;.
copy of her remarks is apJ."'fnded to these minutes. Phil Szolla. spokesman from the Town oi \ \'il.lin.-;. presented his ideas
pro~"'frty t;ghls unde1· the constitution and read a por1ion oi Section IS Depar1ment of the Budget Report on1·e\·ersionary
rights oi propeti)· O\nters. Most of these remarks refen-ed to the Rh·er Trail (WAG! irom \\"eUS';Ue.lo the fA l'order. \\'ayne
Cooper, DEC represenl-tti,·e then replied thai he \\ished lo address the issues as follows.
1.) Issues conceming the WAG Trail don't exist on the Greenway properties \\;lh possibly one e.xception
2.) Fran Golcsik, E:'\eculi,·e Directoroi the FOGVG c<.>nunented on property \'alues and explained the partnership l-etween th~
DEC, 0PRHF and the Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway. She also promised to sut-•ply the Flannins Bo<~rd ";th
copies oi studies done re: crime, pro~"'fti)' \'alues, \"alldalism, etc. as \\'ell as other information iom1 the F:ails to Trails
Consermncr. Ms. Gotcsik m.-tde other remarks on the general em·it·otunent oi the Genesee \'alley Greemnty and noted
that nl.'rthem por1ions {lf the trail haYe l-een ot-"'fll for eight years \\ilh Ill' setious crimes and no great desree oi trouHc
or ,·at~<.ialism. Some arrests h.1,·e 1:-een made for drinking and some .si,sns h.-we l'een used for targets !shooting) and one
gale has l-een remcn·ed repealed))·.
·
3.) Ron Abraham DEC forester spoke as a meml."tfr oi an actiYe n."lunleer group and aqioining lando\nter in the :-=ew Hudsc>n
area He repl.'rfed that there had L'een a major problem \\ith dumping ott the Trail until a ma.ior cleanup was can·ied
out. Tons ofgarl.-..1ge h.we l-.een remo\·ed. Since there has l'Ee!l an acti~e presence on the Trail. dumping has cease,1.
4:.) R. Hollis reported 011 a meelins with the Slate Police based in Fillmore. On l\tonday throush Thursday nights. there is no
Slate Police presence during the third shift. There are h\·o (!!I forest rangers and one coruemttion <>fiicer in the ·
northern pari oi the county.
5.) .-\xis \\'ilmont spoke on the liability question and asked if recreation is going to replace iannland. She asked tor an El$.
and an economic impact stu..i)'. She also noted that there is no police protection and there is a basic 0\\1tership quesli<'ll
re: RG and E. She also staled that the To\\1\ oi Genesee Falls\\;)( oiiicially ~iect lo the Trail.
&.) Wayne Coo~"'fr, DEC, slated that he bad the title and deed intormation af his Olean Oiiice.
7 .) Ron Abrnh;unnoted thai the original can.."'l deeds are in the Belmont Cout1 House.
8.) :\ question was asked (Ill how long has the Greenway been QPerating. l\ 1s. Gotcsik explained that ,·arious segments
Jta,·e been (lpened since 199.Z.
~-) Discussion then ensued on how brush was remm·ed and \'egetation cleared in order lo create an l'pen path on the rail l•c,i
B. Canaseraga Creek Watershed Steering Committee: was intnxtuced by Lesislafor Bill Dil-l•le \\i1olhen explained tim!
they are workins on a l\·1.'\Sfer Plan: Vision for the Future for the To\\115 of Bums and Gro,·e and the \'ill age l.'i Canaseraga.
Canaseraga~ 1ayl'r Fhilips stated thai the commillee \\"ants lo senerate interest in de\·elopin,g the area. .-\ Iefier has l'Een sen I
it' :~II pmperly owners and residents, they are deYelopin,g an Internet page. and hope to pR,mote gm\\·th ior the area.
rroblems noted include \·er")' little employment, a steady decline in lax re\-enues and a steady rise ir: fa;:o;es. There h.u l'een
some discussion on sewer de\·elopment M\\11 Route i'l"'' from the To\\1t of Gnwe (Swaint to the \'illa,ge oi Canaseraga. :\1ayor
Philips commented that the goals are known but Ito\\' to acltie\·e them is not ktt0\\11. Coalition building is laking place.
allendance at meetings has l-een good- more llt:Ut ,,.as eX!-"'CC ted except at the last meeting (possiblr due to the holidays) <tnd
that a ne~,·~Iell_er :- -c~naseraga Cre~k Crier~ -has been start~d. Tit~}' w~uld like lo l~ll the empty buildings :·utd noted·fh:1!
gr•.,nt \\Tihng msJShl ts needed K'e\,11 Mahany spoke on the lonnabon ot a StlO\\mol:>ale club. a garden chll.•. the tte\\·sleller
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staff and the fact that they had receiYed a grant from the !\'YS nannin;; federation. Tile\· hope 10 prC'nll'le ec,,n0mic :::,r,,\\11:
and IC'utism. In de\·eioping the .:\"laster flan. they will need assistance. Areas tol--e considered include recreation iacilities.
open space. future deYelc>pmenls oi the area. etc. There is consideration on fotming a sub-conunillee to WNk "ith the
consultattt. An interest was\·oiced on the reas0ns tot· the \"acant buildings. Answer included asms O\\lters an,i building;
plus the fact th..'lt there is Yery little land near the l•uil.:liugs. Business is hindered l•y the lack of se\\·ers. :.. \. rerkillS suggested
loobng ior iunds irom the En\"ironmental Bond Act. They lt.."'l\"e met with Catharine Rees and can readily see the need i0r a
consultant. l\·1ayor n1ilips noted that they need to gel this accomplished in .a reasonable length oi time - possibly 5 years. He
also noted that the support and enthusiasm is the~·e. dtainnan Hollis state..-i that the nanning Board \\·ould n-c>,-k \\;th tltetr
group and would put together a sub-committee for this purpose probably at our Fd:-ruary meeting.
G. Reports:
A. LegislatorS. :..1yers \\-as complimented for her work on the l·Sb designation. A copy of the Buiialo ;-\e\\'S .-\rtide on same \\"<15
made aYailal•le couticsy oi G. Butera.
B. Guide for Local 0fiicials: Chaitman Hollis read his two letters -one to local officials and one tol•e sent to lil,r.uies. These
\\illl--e mailed after January l. .:!000, after new officials take office.
C. Annuallanuan· Dinner. Dinner Committee Chair. G. Butera. reported that the dinner \\;II be held al :\ k'Onwinks onJanu.wy
1~- :!000, and \\ill include a slide program l•r County Historian Craig Braack. Cost is SlE\.00 including gratuity. no tax
applicable. The deadline for resen-ations is January 1~, ~Ol10. The guest list will include County Legislators and guests. our
Slate Assembly and Senate representati\·es or their designee. Congressman Houghton and Department Heads. 0n a motion t•y
R. Stuck and seconded by R. Yanda, G. Butera's report and dimter pL<~tlS were endorsed and accepted unanimously.
D. K. Dirlam repot1ed on the I-S6 statewide 1--enefit stud:r- Tire draft report pr~iects that ii the road impro,·ements are done in~
years. that 1-86 \\ill bnns ins~.:! billion in the next :!0 years. The final report is due on .January~~- :!lXX'.
E. Nominating. Committee: D. Actle}~ reported that the Nominating Committee has met and will be ready \\ith their repo11 ior
the Annual Dinner meeting.
F. Zoning Change: R.'-.1ein reported on the Cuba Village zon.iug ch..'Utge for the Old Acme buildittg area. Titey \\;sh to rezone the
area from a light industrial area into a general business area. A general }_.usiness designation is more restricth·e. Cuba's
sewage plant was enlarged a iew years ago and has plenty of capacity ior water and .sewage. :\1otiou to accept this change
\\ith tt(lnegath·e conunents was made by R. Stuck and seconded by r.t Perkins. Motion \\"as carried unanimously ";th FKlein abstaining.
G. Specialllse Fennit: R. k1ein then reported on a request ior a S}-"'t!cial use }."'frmit proposed by the Fresbyletian Church. They
wish to either remtwe two residences or remoYe one residence and mm·e the second one in order to build a parking lot. In
order to do this, a special us pennit, pursuant to Article 11-B·:!~~ oi the Gel\eral ?-.·'\wucipall.aw is required. R. k1einnot.:d
that if the second option is adopted that it will sa\·e a building and keep it on the tax roll. Cuba's ~ 1aster Plan recognizes that
need ior parking. A public hearing will be held in two or three weeks. Negati,-e impact noted from SEQR. A motion to
accept tltis proposal with notn~atn·e comments \\·as made I:-}·1\. Hollis and seconded by D. Sinton. !'\otion w~s carried
unanimously with R. '-.1ein abslamiug.
7. Other Bu5ineu:
A. C. .fessup 110ted tlt.."tf the Planning Soard \\ill be asked for ifs recommendatiotlS with ior or against the Genesee \"alley
Greenway based on economic de\'elopment or tourism issues. It \\-as suggested that we asks LiYiugslon County ~-tiacenl
landowners for their cmnments. G. Butera commented that there are f\\."O issues- lando\\&tership and impacts. S. t-'\yers
stated that ther JlC\"er owned the land but lw·e used it as their 0\\&1. K. Dirlam reported that the Department of State and the
DEC are looking allhe Iesal issues. Li3bility is not considered a big issue under NYS Law. 1\ 1rs. ~ 1ain \\-as concerned al"'ut
hunting. Guns are allowe..il'ty shootittg from the Trail is not allm\-ed. Tite issue of stto\\"lll(l\_,iles going ~io\\11 ~ 1ain St. in
fillmore was raised. S. I\lyers commented that st10\\wol-.iles will not be allO\\-ed in some areas. There \\illl"'f some areas ior
wallins only and some areas ";u be h..'Utdicapped accessible. i\1. FericitlS note..i some non-moto1ized uses. R. Stuck
conunented that once you open it to motorized use-there is no stopping them.
8. Adjournment: On a motion from C. (Dukel Ackley, and seconded by C. Jessup, the meeti1tg \\"as aqiounted at ~:35 r~ 1.
Respectiully submitted.

-kJJD~
Lee Dil.,ble.
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Addr·E:'ss to Allegany County Planning Board
12/15/1999
I would like what I have to say recorded in the Secretaty's minutes. Thank you.
My name is Marilyn Main and I'm with the Genesee Valley Concemed Citizens. We are a
group opposed to the development of of the Genesee Valley Greenway and WAG (River) Trails.
We are opposed on the grounds that appropriation by the State of our lands to facilitate
these trails is a violation of our Constitutional right to own property and that that property cannot
be taken away from us willtout due process oflaw and just compensation. Mr. SzaUa will address

tllis issue later.
We are opposed because experience has shown a high incidence of crime occuning on
trails and on properties contiguous to trails.
We are opposed because a<ljacent property will be devalued.
I have read the literature made available in our local library by Greenway proponents.

Under the Section "Frequently asked Questions", #1 asks: "Will anyone really use this
greenway?

7/iv/U<J/}~.,io):

"According to Newsweek, June 9, 1997, the two outdoor pastimes that will grow
the fastest between now and the year 2050 are bird watching and walking, two
activities that can easily be pursued on the Genesee Valley Greenway Trail. Tite
only pastime projected to grow faster than the increase in Jlopulation is bird
watching (projected to p;-ow by 58.5% compared to an estimated population increase
of 53.9%.) Walking is estimated to grow by 52.2%, compared to golf and tennis
that are projected to increase by only 29.7 and 27.2%, respectively."
Now, trail users represent less than 1110th of 1% of the entire population. Or, only one
person in a thousand is a trail user. So, increases of over 50% are hardly significant when applied
to trails.
Question 3 asks: "What about crime and vandalism?" The response is:

It reads: "The threat is the same as you would encounter elsewhere,

thoug~1

you are much

more isolated, and more easily preyed upon."
Crimes mentioned are: murder, rape, robbcty, assault, gang activity, crime among or
perpetuated by the homeless, thefl, & shooting guns in populated areas.
The Genesee Valley Greenway when originally proposed was to be a biking and biking
trail. It's use has been extended to include such special interest groups as snowmobilers aild
hunters.
A multipurpose trail is inherently dangerous - eventually it becomes necessary to police
these trails and tluit responsibility generally falls to the local communities.
Crime along the Burke~Gillman Trail near Seattle, Washington got so bad that King
County had to institute 24 hour bicycle patrols.
Crime also has a negative impact on propetty values: King County Assessor's records
show that the value ofpropertks along the Burke-Gillman Trail increased by 151.82% between

1979 and 1997 (an 18 year period), properties uphill from the trail increased 407.33% for tlte
same period, and propetties 3 blocks away, mainly in a conunercial section, increased by 222.22%.
King County total land assessments for the pc1iod 1979-97 increased by 773.19%.
So, as you can see, property values along trails simply do not keep pace.
Can the County afford to police? Can we afford the loss in property values?
I hope you will give careful consideration to what you have teamed. I know it's different
from what you've been told. Please review tlte handouts.
Titank you for listening.
And, now, Mr.Szalla will talk about property rights under the Constitution~

"Wlille no one can say there'll never be any instance of criminal activity
on the Genesee Valley Greenway, experience with greenways all across
the nation indicates that typically, when an abandoned rail bed is convetied
to a public, muti-use trail, incidents of crime and vandalism decrease. The
rail bed is no longer a place where people can go to hang out or dump trash
because there is too great a possibility that they will be discovered. Barriers
are being erected so that unauthorized vehicles will not be able to gain access
to the trail. The Rails to Trails Consetvancy recommends that the way to
minimize crime on trails is to ensure that users exercise proper safely precaulions,
keep the trail well maintained, and boost trail use."
"A 1998 Rails to Trails Consetvancy national survey of 372 rail trail managers
and 12law enforcement agents compared reports of major and minor crimes
on rail tr.ails to the nalioHlal average for these ty1Jes of crimes in urban, suburban,
and rural setting,'!. In all cases the crime rates on trails were fowtd to be very low
when compared to the national crime rate. Only eleven or three percent of the trails
surveyed. reported expeti.encing anyjype of major cti.me. Only one-foutih of the
rail trail managers reponed any type of minor crime such as graffiti or littering.
Letters fmm law enforcement officials indicated that such incidents were minimal."
11 trails out of372 (or 3%) reported experiencing any type of major crime.
I have here 80 pages of newspaper articles on trail cti.mes around the country. The flrst 8
pages cite 21 major crimes in 7 states.
Now one of the reason, for the discrepancy could be just a matter of bookkeeping.
Incident Repotis call for addresses and trails do not have addresses. Another reason could be the
reluctance on the part oflaw enforcement officials to admit they have a problem witlt crime.
Tlus is fi·om a repoti dated 1998:
"The CTPS (Central Transportation Planning Study- Massachusetts)
feasibility study provided reports fi"om the Arlington and Lexington police
cluef.'l th.at crime was a minor issue on the Minuteman Bikeway 11te commiltee
followed up with the chiefs for additional information. While the Arlington
Police Chief said that specific infonnation about crime on t1te rail trail was notavailable, the police records provided a computer printout of376 trail-related
crimes over the I>ast five years."
Clime on the Pueblo County Area Trails System was significant enough for t1te Sheriff's
Department to issue 3 pages of guidelines for protecting yourself wlille on their Trails System.
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Meeting Minutes 12/15/99
Present: L. Dibble, C. Jessup. R. Yanda, D. Sinton. b. foster, C. <Dukei Ackley. G. Butera. I\:. Hollis. R. H0llis. F... Stuck. R :::Jein. ,\ \.
Perkins. S. i\h·crs· Ex Officio
Excused: R. Colas
·
Absent: f;:en Skinner, D. HanisJr. R. Backer,£. Krumm
Guests: Assistant County Attorney· Tom l\1iner; NYS DEC· \Vayne Cooper and Ron Abraham; Friends oi the Gene~ee \'alley
Greenway- frances Golcsik Canaseraga Creek Watet· Shed Steering Commiflee- 1\eYin i\1ahany. G•H"T Gill,erl. Patty
Register Nobles. Catherine Kenyon, C. Allen Philips; Town of Hume Delegation- ..~wis Wilmont. Dc>m1a Bro\\"ll. Tim
Be.·vdsley, Phillip J\ tain, Marilyn Main. Philip Szalla; Legislators E. Shetman. B. Dil+le
Location: Frank Williams Room- Allesany County Office Building, Belmont, New York.
Officially Received via Richard Klein: T0\\11 oi Cuba requests ior flanning Board re,·ie\\" for a zoning change ;mtl a special U.\e
, pennil.
l. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order nl 7::30 f',\ 1 br Chaimmn R Hollis
2. Minutes: On a motion by C. iDukel Ackley and seconded l•y [. Hollis, the minutes oi the >!onmth:r 17. I ~~fl. meeting were
accepted as corrected K Hollis noted that the correction in 9.A. should read J. Boardman."
3. Correspondence:
A. Chai1man R Hollis noted that he had sent a letter to County Legislator Alton Sylor. Chair oi the Ful•lic \\\wl-:s CCII1Ul1ilfee re:
:unending the solid waste law.
B. Chairman Hollis reported that he had recei,·ed a letter of resignntion from the Planning Bt:ard from D. Fleming ot Scio
C. Cham11an Hollis reported on sending a copy of the DC'Iletler re: Corridor study fot· the e::let"ISion of route~ 40& :.md ::!4 3 k•
!:'enalor 1\ 1cCee.
4. Old Business: Ame11ded 6\'·laws: i\ 1otion was made Lw G. Sutera and seconded bY R. Yanda thM the Secref;ln· 0f the rl:mnilN
Bo.:ml is authorized to sigt; all papers necessaty ior the. adoption of the amended l;y.laws that \\ill then be iot~Yarded to the '
Flannins <tn.-1 J?e,·elopmenl Conunittee. l\lotion carried tmanimousty.
5. Guest Deleg.at10ns:
A.. Genesee ValleY GreenwaY Marilyn111ait1, spokesperson ior the Town of Hume presented their ~"-~iections to the Greenway ..:.
copy of her remarks is appended to these minutes. Pltil Szolla. spokesman from the To\\11 oi Willing. prcsente,i his idcas N1
properly rights under the constitution and read a portion oiScction IS Department of the Bud,sei Report on re\·ersion:~ry
rights of properly O\\'llCI"S. i\1ost of these remarks referred to the Ri\·erTrail (\\':\G) from \\'ells\·ille.to the f.-\ l'order. \\'<1yn~
Cooper, DEC represenlali\·e then replied th..11 he wished to address the issues as follows.
1.) lssues concerning the WAG Trail don't exist on the Greenway properties ";lh possil•ly one exception
2.} Friln Colcsik, Executi,·e Director of the fOGVG commented on property \'aiues and e.xplmned !he partnership l'elween the
DEC, OFRHF and the Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway. She alsl' promised lo supply the Fkmnin:; Bonrd \\·ith
copies of studies done re: crime, property ''alues, nmdalism, etc. as well as other infotmalion iorm the Rmls to Tr:uls
ConsetTancy ..Ms. Gotcsik made other remarks on the general em·ironment of the Genesee \'alley Greenway and noted
that nor! hem portions the traillun·e been open for eight ye;trs with no serious crimes :1mlno great de$ree oi troul'!<:
or ,-andalism. Some arrests ha\·e l"Cen made for drinking and some signs ha,·e been used for targets (shooting) and om
sate has been remo,·ed repeatedly.
3.) Kon Abrah:u11 DEC forester spoke as a meml•er of an actiYe rolunleer group and adjoining landom1er in the :--:e\\" Hudsc>!l
area. He rep0rled that !here had been a nt.1JOI' problem with dumping e>nthe Trail tmtil a maJor cle<tnup \\"<tS carried
out. Tons of garbage ha,·e been remo\·ed. Since there has been an acti,·e presence ot1lhe Trail. dumping has ceased.
4.} It Hollis repol"led on a meeiillg ~\·ith the SEale Police based in Fillmore. 01\ i\ ionday lhrou;;h Thurday nishts. the1·e is IW
Stale Fl1lice presence during the third shift. There are two (:!1 forest rangers and 011e conserYalion 0tiicer in the
northern part oi the county.
5.} AYis \\'ilmont spoke on the linbility question and asked 1f recre<~tiot1 is going to replace f<~nnland. She asked for <~n El$:
and an economic impact study. She also noted that there is no police protection and there is a l•asic O\\llcrship •1Ue5h<.'ll
re: RG and E. She also staled that the T0\\11 oi Genesee Falls \\ill officially ol~ject to the Trail.
6.} \\'ayne Cooper, DEC, stated that he had the tine and deed iniotmation at his Olean Office.
7.) Ron Abrah<llll noted that the original catt.."'ll deeds are in the Belmont Court House.
8.) A question was asked on ho\\' long has the Creenway been operating. I\ is. Cotcsil; explained that ,._,rious segments
han: heen optnetl since 199:::!.
9.} Discussion then ensued on how brush was remoYed and Yegetation cleared in order to create an 0pe11 path on the raill·~d
B. Canaseraga Creek Watershed Steering Committee; was introduced by Legislator Bill Dil'i•le wlw then explained tlmf
they are workins on a Master Plan: Vision for the Future for the Towus of Burns and Gro\·e and the \'illage eoi C.1naseraga.
Canaseraga I\ layor fhilips stated that the comntittee wants lo generate interest in de,·eloping Ihe area . .-\ letter has been sent
to all property owners and residents, they are de,·eioping an Internet page. and hope to promote ,grm\·th ior !he :trea.
I'r&•lems nCIIed include ,·err little employment, a steady decline in tax re\·enues and a steady rise it: faxes. There has been
some discussic111 on sewer de\·elopment dc>\\11 Route i(, from the To\\11 oi GroYe (Swain• to the \'illage oi Canaset·ag<t. i\byPr
Philips conunented that the goals are kno\\11l.•ut ho\\' lo achie,·e them is not kuo\\11. Coalitioul•uilrling is lakin;; place.
attendance nt meetings has been good -more than was expected except at the last meeting lpossiH)-· .iue to the holidays) ;r,nJ
thai ;1 newsleller- ··C:l!1aserasa Creek Ctier"- has been .staded. They would like to fill the empty l'uildings ;md noted-that
smnl \Witins insight is needed. heYin Mahany spoke on the ionnalion of a SllO\\moble club. a garden cluL'. ihe newsletter
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staff and the fact that they had recei,·ed a grant from the l\1J'S Planning Fecleration. They hope IC> prC>mL~le eci:"nl'mic ;>:rf>\\-111
and toutism. In de\·eloping the .1\"1aster Plan, they will need assistance. Areas to l,e conside1·ed inclucte recreation iacili ties .
open space, future de,·elopments oi the area, etc. There is consideration on forming a sub-conunitlee to work \\·ith the
consultant. •-\11 interest was\•oiced on the reasons tor the ,-acant buildings. AllS\\-·er included aging "''·ners and buildings
plus the fact that there is Yery little land ne..1r the buildings. Business is hindered l'Y the lack of sewers. ;\ 1. l'erkins suggested .
looking ior iunds from the Em·iromnental Bond Act. They have met \\ith Catharine Rees and can readily see the neect i0r a
consultant. Mayor Philips noted that they need to gel this.accomplished in a reasonable length of time- possit,ly S )·ears. H.:
also noted that the support and enthusiasm is there. Chaimtan Hollis staled that the rlanning Board "·ould work \\ith their
group and would put together a sub- conunittee for this purpose probably at our February meeting.
6. Reports:
A. Legisl.'tlor S. ~1yers \\-as complimented for her work c>u the I-86 designation. A copy of the Buiialo !'ews Article on same was
made aYailal•le courtesy of G. Butera
B. Guide for Local Ofiicials: Chainnan Hollis read his two letters -one to local officials and one to l'e sent to lil,rm·ies. These
\\ill t•e mailed after January I, :!000, after new officials lake office.
C. Annual (anuan· Dinner: Dinner Conunittee ChaiL G. Butera. reported that the dinner will be held at :O.Ioonwinks on.f:mtw·y
1~' :!000, and "ill include a slide program by County Historian Craig Braack. Cost is S I E'.OO including sratuity. no lax
applicable. The deadline for reservations is January 1:!, :!000. The guest list \\ill include County Legislators and guests. our
Slate Assemblr and Senate representath·es or their designee, Congressman Houghton and Department Heads. On a motion l•::
R. Stuck and seconded by R. Yanda, G. Butera's report and dimter plans were endorsed and accepted unanimc>usly.
D. 1\. Dirlam repo11ed on the 1-Sb statewide benefit study. The draft report projects that ii the road impro,·emenls are done in~
years. lhati-S6 \\ill b1ing inS~.:! billion in the next .:!0 years. The final report is due on.lanuary };:;. :!COC'.
E. Nominatins Conynillee: D. Ackley repo11ed that the Nominating Committee has mel and \\ill be ready \\ith their •·eport i0r
the Annual Dinner meeting.
F. Zoning Chanse: R.l\lein rep01ied on the Cuba \~illage zoning change fo1· the Old .Acme building area. They \\·ish to rezone the
area from a light industrial area into a general business area. A general business designali"n is more reslricth·e. Cuba· s
se\\"age plant was enlarged a few years ago and has plenty of capacity for water and sewage. :\ totion te> accept this change
\\ith no negali,-e comments was made by R. Stuck and seconded by M. Perkins. .Motion was carried unanimously \\ith F..
Klein abstaining.
G. Specialllse Fennit: 1\.. Klein then reported on a request tor a special use permit proposed by the Fresbyteri;m Church. They
wish lo either remo\·e two re~idences or remo,-e one residence and mm·e the second one in order to build a parking lot. In
order te> do this, a special us pennit, pursuant to Article 12-B· 2~9 oi the Cenel·al i\·t unicipal Law is 1·equired. R. Klein nCikd
thai if the second option is adopted that it will sa\·e a building and keep it on the tax roiL Cuba" s ~laster Plan recognizes llt.'lt
need for parkins. A public healing '"ill be held in two or three weeks. Negati,-e impact noted from SEQ!\.. A motion to
accept this proposal with not negati,,e conunents was made by 1\. Hollis and seconded by D. Sinton. Xolion "·as carried
unanimously \\"ilh R. 1\lein abstaining.
7. Other Business:
A. C. Jessup noted that the Planning Board \\ill be asked tor ifs recommendations \\ith for or against the Genesee ·,·alley
Greenway based on economic development or tourism issues. It was suggested that we asks Li,·ingslon County a~l,iacent
lando\\1lers for their comments. C. Butera co1runented that there are two issues- lando\\11ership and impacts. S. i\tyers
staled that they nen:r 0\\1ted the land but ha\'e used it as their own. 1\. Dirlam reported that the Department of $fate and Ih.:
DEC are looking at the legal issues. Liability is not considered a big issue under NYS l..'l·w. i\ 1rs. :0.1ain ,,-as concerned :tt'Oul
hunting. Guns are allowe..1 l>y shroting irom the Trail is not allowed. TI1e issue of snm\m(lbiles going do\\11 .:\ 1ain St. in .
FillmClre was raised. S. i\·1yers commented that snowmobiles will not be allo\\"ed in some areas. There \\illl'e some areas tor
walking only and some areas will be lt."'ndicapped accessible. i\1. Ferkim noted some non-motorized uses. R. Stuck
commented that once you open it to motorized use-there is no slopping them.
8 . Adjournment : On a motion from C. (Duke! Ackler, and seconded by C. Jessup, the meeting \\·as adjourne,i at ~:3:'i Pi\ I.
ReSJ.'ectiully ;ul•mitted.
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Addt'l"SS to Allegany County Plamting Board
12/15/1999
I would like what I have to say recorded in the Secretaty's minutes. Thank you .
.My name is Marilyn M<1in and I'm with the Genesee Valley Concerned Citizens. We are a
group opposed to the development of of the Genesee Valley Greenway and WAG (River) Trails.
We are opposed on the grounds that appropriation by the State of our lands to facilitate
these trnils is a violation of our Constitutional right to own property and tlwt that property cannot
be taken away from us without due process of law and just compensation. Mr. Szalla will address

tllis issue later.
We are opposed because experience has shown a high incidence of crime occuning on
trails and on propet1ies contiguous to trails.
We are opposed because adjacent propet1y will be devalued.
I have read the literatum made available in our local library by Greenway proponents.
Under the Section "Frequently asked Questions", #1 asks: "Will anyone really use this
greenway?

7M/U-0!2~ ~:

"Accordirng to Newsweek, June 9, 1997, the two outdoor pastimes that will grow
the fastes.t between now and the year 2050 are bird watching and walking, two
activities that can easily be pursued on the Genesee Valley Greenway Trail. The
only pastime projected to grow faster than the increase in population is bird
watclling (projected to grow by 58.5% compared to an estimated population increase
of 53.9%.) Walking is estimated to grow by 52.2%, compared to golf and temus
that are projected to increase by only 29.7 and 27.2%, respectively."
Now, tmU users represent less than 1/lOth ofl% of the entire population. Or, only one
person in a thousand is a trail user. So, increases of over 50% are hardly signilicant when applied
to trails.
Question 3 asks: "What about crime and vandalism?" The response is:

--

It reads: "The threat is the same as you would encounter elsewhere,

thoug~1 you

are much

more isolated, and more easily preyed upon."
Crimes mentioned are: murder, rape, robbery, assault, gang activity, crime among or
perpetuated by Rhe homeless, theft, & shooting guns in populated areas.
The Genesee Valley Greenway when originally proposed was to be a hiking and biking
trail. It's use hats been extended to include such special interest groups as snowmobilers ahd
hunters.
A multipurpose trail is inherently dangerous - eventually it becomes necessary to police

these trails and ahat responsibility generally falls to the local communities.
Crime aRong the Burke~Gillman Trail near Seattle, Washington got so bad that King
County had to iJnstitute 24 hour bicycle patrols.
Crime aRso has a negative impact on properly values: King County Assessor's records
show that the value of properti~~s along the Durke-Gillman Trail increased by 151.82% between
1979 and 1997 (an 18 year period), properties uphill from the trail increased 407.33% for the

same period, and properties 3 blocks away, mainly in a conunercial section, increased by 222.22%.
King County total land assessments for the period 1979-97 increased by 773.19%.
So, as you can see, property values along trails simply do not keep pace.
Can the County afford to police? Can we a1Iord the loss in property values?
I hope you will give careful consideration to what you have teamed. I know it's diflerent

from what you've been told. Please review the handouts.
Thank you for listening.
And, now, !vlr.Szalla ~ill talk about property tights under the Constitution.

"While no one can say there'llnever be any instance of criminal activity
on the Genesee Valley Greenway, experience with greenways aU across
the nation indicates that typically, when an abandoned rail bed is converted
to a public, muti~use tra:l~ incidents of crime and vandalism decrease. The
rail bed is no longer a place where people can go to hang out or dump trash
because !here is too great a possibility that they will be discovered. Barriers
are being erected so that unauthorized vehicles will not be able to gain access
to the tnnil. The Rails to Trails Conservancy recommends that the way to
minimiz{: crime on trails is to ensure that users exercise proper safety precautions,
keep the trail well maintained, and boost trail use."
"A 1998 Rails to Trails Consetvancy national sutvey of 372 rail trail managers
and 12 law enforcement agents compared reports of major and minor crimes
on rail tr.Rils to the nation1al average for these types of crimes in urban, suburban,
and rural! settings. In all cases the crime rates on trail~ were fmmd to be very low
when connpared to the lllational crime rate. Only eleven or tlu·ee percent of J)te tr<til~
surveyed reported expetiencing anyjype of !ThWr cri.n}_~. Only one~fomth of the
rail trail managers reported any type of minor crime such as grafliti or littering.
Letters fyom law enforcement officials indicated that such incidents were minimal."
11 trails out of372 (or 3%) reported experiencing any type ofm.Uor ctime.
I have here 80 pages of newspaper articles on trail ctimes around the country. The fu·st 8
pages cite 21 mlJljor crimes in 7 states.
Now one of the reasonB for the discrepancy could be just a matter of bookkeeping.
Incident Reports call for addre!lses and trails do not have addresses. Another reason could be the
reluctance on the part of law enforcement officials to admit they have a problem witlt crime.
This is fiotn a repmt dated 1998:
"The CTPS (Central TJI'ansportation Plamling Study~ Massachusetts)
feasibility study provided reports from the Arlington and Lexington police
cllief.c; th.at cdme was a minor issue on the Minuteman Dikeway The conunittee
followed up with the cl11iefs for additional information. While the Arlington
Police Clllief said that specific infonnation about crime on the rail trail was not
available, the police records provided a computer printout of 3 76 trail~reJated
cdmes over the past five years."
Clime on the Pueblo County Area Trails System was significant enough for the Sheriff's
Department to issue 3 pages of guidelines for protecting yourself willie on their Trails System.

