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Allegany Planning Board Minutes: October 20, 2021 
 
Present:  J. Gorton, C. Jessup, J. Ninos, J. Roederer, D. Foster, P. VanDyke, V. Perkins (call), 

M. Joyce-Phelps (zoom), R. Thompson 
Absent:  J. Isaman, J. Stolzfus 
Staff: Kier Dirlam – Director of Planning, Michelle Denhoff – Asst. Director  
Guests: Dwight Kanyuk, Town of Alfred Attorney 
Location: Crossroads Conference Center, Town of Angelica & via virtual format zoom. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 

Chair Foster called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Planning board members went 
around the room and introduced themselves for the guest present. 

 
II. MINUTES: 

Minutes from September 15, 2021 were reviewed: On a motion by J. Ninos and 
second by J. Gorton, the September 2021 minutes were approved. 

 
III. NEW BUSINESS:  

A) Town of Alfred Local Law No. 1 of 2021 – Zoning Law Amendment Referral: Director 
Dirlam stated that the referral was received in September for an amendment to the 
zoning law, incorporating solar energy regulations and battery storage into the zoning.  
 
Mr. Kanyuck provided the summary of changes, sighting that several items were 
enhanced. The battery storage regulations are largely based on the NYSERDA law with 
some provisions added that other towns have also incorporated. Approval 
requirements of the current solar law that is being annulled has been revised and 
clarified. Site Plan Approval, Solar, and Special Use Permits will be approved by the 
Town Board. Dirlam asked if that was a typical procedure. He said no, it is usually done 
by a ZBA or planning board.  There was an additional tier added to the law to allow for 
less regulation of smaller projects – an example of the smaller project under review 
that is less than an acre. Former tier 2 was merged into tier 1 process. These new 
sections will be incorporated into the zoning law for update into one document.  
 
Dirlam indicated that he did not have any outstanding comments related to the review. 
Ground mounted small battery system is the most substantive change. There were 
many procedural requirement clarifications as well to lessen.  

 
J. Roederer asked about different passages in the law related to signage size variations 
(on page 10 E.2 of the referred law). V. Perkins had a question related to page 2 – 
dedicated use building – it appears that A precludes section D and would like to have 
some clarification provided.  
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J. Roederer/J. Ninos move to approve the Town of Alfred Proposed Local 
Law to Annul the Solar Energy Systems and Facilities Local Law and 
Amend the Town of Alfred Zoning Law. All approved, none opposed, 
motion carried. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS:  

Dirlam asked about the Town of Alfred Board meeting last week. There is a large 
number of concerns from the SEQR stand point. It has been narrowed down to two 
general issues – landscaping plans are close to resolve with fair amounts of additional 
screening to neighboring properties; and stormwater management concerns with 
impervious surfaces and storm water runoff, SWPPP draft is complete and unknown if 
compliance with plan was sufficient to reduce the runoff. Missing geotechnical report 
from the application. 
 

V. CORRESPONDENCE:  
Denhoff provided a general summary of the correspondence below, stating that there 
were two petitions to amend items already approved for the Eight Point Wind Project 
in the Canisteo area, water quality certification announcement to the community for 
the project, and Alle Catt Wind is requesting an extension request on their ruling to 
submit.  

• 09/23/2021 – Eight Point Wind: Second Petition to Amend 
• 09/24/2021 – Eight Point Wind: Water Quality Certification 
• 09/30/2021 – Alle Catt Wind: Ruling on Extension Request 
• 10/01/2021 – Eight Point Wind: Third Petition to Amend 

 
VI. REPORTS: 

A) DEC Report – Docking facility expansion at R&K Marina, Rushford NY; SPDES Permit 
for VFW Post 2721, Cuba NY; Negative Declaration on SEQR for the Shoemaker Solar 
project in Andover.  

B) Intergovernmental Review Projects [IRP’s] – none 
C) Southern Tier West Report –  
D) Community Planning Updates – ASC presentations happening tonight (Belmont), 

tomorrow (Belfast) and Tuesday (Fillmore) at varying times. The intent is to send their 
presentations over to the LWRP consultant and have the concepts incorporated into 
that plan. A public meeting on historic homes/properties is taking place in Wellsville 
tomorrow as well put on by the Landmark Society. Tonight they were also holding a 
meeting in Wellsville related to the possible application of a DRI for downtown 
Wellsville.  

E) Annual Planning Board Dinner discussion – January 19, 2022. There was general 
discussion related to pricing per plate, location of dinner, speaker etc. Houghton 
College President is an idea for speaker with perspective of coming to Allegany County 
Louisiana. With Lee’s passing, Dirlam had intended to write a much more expanded 
article related to her accomplishments but has not done it yet. Would like to do that for 
the dinner but would need help. 

a. Nominating Committee – J. Ninos, J. Gorton, J. Roederer appointed 
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b. Discussion of sit-down vs buffet. Staff is going to check out different places 
that could accommodate seating and spacing. 

c. Theme of speaker – Variety have been done in the past. History of County, 
LWRP, Houghton College President, etc.  

F) Planning & Economic Development Office Report/Updates – Provided in packet. Office 
for the Aging is working with Ardent Solutions on an Age Friendly Communities 
program through AARP and doing community outreach for feedback on what types of 
activities/services are needed. Hazard Mitigation grant application is in the works so 
that an update can be started in house – last time it was done through a contractor and 
the County was not happy with the output. Wild Souls, Wild Places campaign is 
occurring right now on facebook in the Buffalo market. Dirlam showed the first video 
and discussed how google analytics picks up the statistics of who has viewed and 
where.  

 
VII.     GOOD OF THE ORDER:  

A public meeting was held to discuss a potential wind project that will be focused in 
Independence/Andover area 
 

VIII.    ADJOURNMENT:   
The next meeting is scheduled for November 17, 2021 at 7 PM, pending receipt of 
referrals. 
 
On a motion by J. Roederer and 2nd by P. VanDyke, the meeting is adjourned at 
8:28 pm.  


