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Allegany Planning Board Minutes: August 18, 2021 
 
Present:  D. Foster, J. Gorton, C. Jessup, J. Isaman, M. Joyce-Phelps, J. Roederer, J. Stoltzfus 
Absent:  R. Thompson, J. Ninos, V. Perkins, P. VanDyke 
Staff: Kier Dirlam – Director of Planning, Michelle Denhoff – Asst. Director   
Guests: None 
Location: Crossroads Conference Center, Town of Angelica 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 

Chair Foster called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM.  There were no guests. 
 
II. MINUTES: 

A) Minutes from July 21, 2021 were reviewed: On a motion by J. Gorton and second by 
J. Roederer, the July 2021 minutes were approved. 

 
III. NEW BUSINESS:  

A) Bolivar Richburg Central School Notice of Intent to be Lead Agency for Bolivar 
Richburg Central School District Capital Improvements Project, 2021: There was little 
discussion related to this, other than that it would be in the best interest of the school 
district to remain lead agency during the review process. 

a. On a motion by J. Gorton and second by C. Jessup the Allegany County 
Planning Board Supports the request for Bolivar Richburg Central 
School to be Lead Agency during the SEQR review of the Bolivar 
Richburg Central School District Capital Improvements Project, 2021. 
 

B) Village of Angelica, ATV Road Use Local Law Referral: The Village Attorney called staff 
in July related to the law however it was too late to be included in the July review. The 
referral was sent in earlier this week. Town of Angelica passed a local law allowing 
ATV use and many of the residents were asking for the Village to pass a law. Public 
hearing has already been held and they are waiting for our approval before officially 
passing. D. Foster stated that he read it and had question on Item O related to slow 
moving vehicle signs on the ATV (section 5 of law). K. Dirlam said that it states 
reflective tape, slow moving vehicle, etc OR the rider is required to wear high visibility 
vest. There was concern that ATVs would not qualify as a slow-moving vehicle. They do 
however state that ATVs can not go above 25 miles an hour in the Village. K. Dirlam 
stated that there is a part 1 and part 2 SEQR – part 2 is what they went through in the 
Village review, citing that they did not select anything related to noise. Our board did 
not receive part 3 SEQR which would have been the signature page of the Mayor 
approving the document. J. Isaman said that he was surprised there is nothing about 
noise, since some of them have large stereo systems that are loud and can be 
obnoxious. Disturbing the peace or other laws can still be ticketed if they are on ATV 
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trails or streets/roads. Over 70 decibels outside of a vehicle is against the law 
according the vehicle traffic laws (J. Gorton). K. Dirlam mentioned that lawn mowers 
run about 90 dB. 

a. On a motion by J. Isaman and second by M. Joyce-Phelps the ATV Road 
Use Local Law in the Village of Angelica is approved. 
 

C) Town of Alfred Request to be Lead Agency & Special Use Permit Referral: K. Dirlam 
explained that it is unclear what we are supposed to be reviewing for this, the special 
use permit or the request to be lead agency, as the letter was the only thing that was 
received. The additional paperwork provided was found through a social media post 
about the public hearing. The Town did not send anything except the letter. The Clerk 
stated this afternoon that the ZBA Chair resigned suddenly and someone else is trying 
to take over but they are fresh. Dirlam then stated what the options are: 1, approve 
their request to be lead agency 2, Special Use Permit request, however there is no 
indication of what is in the local zoning law. C. Jessup stated that he doesn’t think we 
should be lead agency. J. Roederer asked if it is necessary to get a special use permit if 
it is an allowed use in their zoning? It usually depends on how their zoning was 
written; however, K. Dirlam recalls that if it is in the agricultural district it probably 
has a bit more restriction. We can approve the SEQR lead agency request and then 
table the Special Use Permit. C. Jessup stated that he recalled the zoning law requires 
them to notify neighbors and he would like to know how they feel about this project. 
He doesn’t feel like we have enough information to approve the SUP.  

a. On a motion by C. Jessup and second by J. Gorton the Town of Alfred 
request to be lead agency is approved. Discussion items are listed 
below: 

(5) states that it is an approved use in the zoning law so why are they 
applying for permit, (8) traffic, (9) energy code requirements selected 
but there is no further information, (17) unanswered questions, 
signature is from business owner however if town is lead agency it 
should be signed by a town representative. C. Jessup asked if they have a 
current permit to operate the stand that is there now.  

b. On a motion by J. Gorton and second by J. Roederer the special use 
permit is tabled until a more formal application can be submitted, 
including a copy of the local zoning law. No further discussion. Motion 
passed. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS: none 

 
V. CORRESPONDENCE: none 
 
VI. REPORTS: 

A) DEC Report – none 
B) Intergovernmental Review Projects [IRP’s] – none 
C) Southern Tier West Report – none 
D) Community Planning Updates –  
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a. Willing sent out a survey to all property owners in the Town related to the 
Comprehensive Plan process with a 5-6% response rate thus far which is 
less than expected. More PR is needed.  

b. LWRP meetings have progressed nicely, working with GIS consultant 
identifying endangered species, erosion areas, etc. It will be nice to have all 
of those items into one document. They are holding to the schedule strictly. 
ASC will be starting their architectural reviews at the end of this month in 
Belmont, Belfast, and Hume. All of that information will be included in the 
LWRP.  

c. Trail Town initiative has also progressed nicely. Letchworth Gateway 
Villages recently provided an update on their programs at the investors 
meeting highlighting that they now have secured $1.2 million in funds and 
have expanded the program tremendously. Trail Town specifically has 10 
communities with three in Allegany County: Fillmore/Hume, 
Houghton/Caneadea and Cuba. Cuba has a need to find how to connect from 
the Village of Cuba up to just past the High School but in order to accomplish 
that it would cost approx. $2-3 million. 

E) Training 2021 – General reminder, no discussion. 
F) Planning & Economic Development Office Report/Updates – no discussion. 
G) Census packet – K. Dirlam discussed the release of the census data and stated that he 

presented the information in the packet to the legislature today. This information 
identifies districts at the federal, state and county levels (but not town/village 
officials). He explained what was in the data and how the raw data was interpreted for 
Allegany County. There was a loss of 2500 residents since 2010, or a 5% loss. Five 
towns increased with Centerville at 13%, Allen, New Hudson, Willing, Hume. The 
Reservation increased in population from one person up to seven. 24 towns lost 
population. The County districts will have to be redistricted based on the different 
gains and losses identified. Housing data change since 2010 shows a total loss of over 
2500 units; however occupied units’ loss of 540; 2146 fewer vacant homes. One of the 
legislators that has previously done census work at a meeting earlier in the day noted 
that housing options in the data are not as detailed as they have been. New data related 
to school district numbers were provided as well. Important to note that it will not add 
up to housing data in Allegany county as some students are served by districts outside 
of our county. 

 
VII.     GOOD OF THE ORDER:  

Effective tomorrow, County is requiring anyone entering building to mask up 
regardless of vaccination. Next month we should expect several referrals from Alfred 
including the solar project, battery storage law, and the special use permit request. 
 

VIII.    ADJOURNMENT:   
The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for September 15, 2021 at 7 PM, pending 
receipt of referrals. 
 
On a motion by J. Gorton and second by M. Joyce-Phelps, the meeting is 
adjourned at 8:01 pm.  


