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Minutes: June 17, 2020 
 
Present In Person: L. Gridley 
Present Via Zoom: J. Gorton, J. Ninos, J. Roederer, P. VanDyke, J. Isaman, V. Perkins, R. 

Thompson, D. Foster, Ex-Officio P. Stockin 
Excused:  J. Stolzfus 
Staff: Kier Dirlam – Director of Planning; Michelle Denhoff – P&D Specialist 
Guests via Zoom: Mike Miller – Town of Wellsville; Jesse Case – Town of Wellsville; Dan 

Csaplar – Representative of Omni-Navitas Holdings 
Location: Crossroads Conference Center, Town of Angelica & Zoom 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 

Chairwoman Gridley called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM.  The Chairwoman welcomed 
guests at the meeting. 

 
II. MINUTES: 

A) Minutes from May 20, 2020 were reviewed: On a motion by D. Foster and second by J. 
Ninos, minutes from May 2020 were approved. Motion carried, none opposed. 

 
III. NEW BUSINESS: 

A) Town of Wellsville, Local Law to Regulate Solar Energy Systems – Mr. Miller spoke 
on behalf of the Town (Mr. Case was present but had microphone issues). He stated 
that the law presented to us mirrors the NYSERDA model law and they are still 
waiting to hear back from the Town lawyer before they proceed. Director Dirlam 
stated that the law seemed acceptable, but there were a few items on the permit 
that the Town may want to pay attention to as follows: Pages 2 and 4 reference the 
old mailing address for the Town, Page 3 notes a standard inspection checklist has 
been adopted so the Town should make sure this has been adopted if they keep 
that language, and under the Unified Solar Permit Resources section some details 
where filler language was present should be deleted. 

a. J. Isaman asked about changes in technology and the ability of the Town to 
adapt its law to those. Mr. Miller responded that the law would only have to 
be modified if the site were to have battery storage, as there are additional 
requirements for that.   

 
With no further discussion, J. Ninos made a motion to approve the law with 
the changes suggested. D. Foster seconded, with none opposed the motion 
was carried. 
 

B) Town of Wellsville, Referral of Omni-Navitas Holdings, LLC Solar Project  – Mr. Csaplar, the 
representative of Omni-Navitas, spoke regarding the project. It is planned as a 5 MW 
project located at 2495 Lewis Road, approximately 2 ½ miles SE of Wellsville center. He 
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provided a background on the developer and explained the project would not be seen from 
the road because of all the natural screening already in place. It will provide clean energy 
to 750 homes with a 10% reduction on their energy bill. The project will require minimal 
disturbance to the property and the panels will utilize access trackers that follow the sun 
and increase efficiency. The construction will take 3-6 months to complete, followed by an 
operations and maintenance team every two months for mowing, basic upkeep of the 
grounds.  

a. Director Dirlam noted to the group that this project was triggered for referral 
because it lies within an agricultural district. He also asked if the developer intends 
to follow the proposed Town law? Mr. Csaplar stated that they had not seen the 
proposed Town law but are following the NYSDERDA model law and guidance. 

b. A few things were noted regarding the SEQR for the project (not binding 
comments): page 1 a name change of the owners is suggested; page 2,B, item e 
should be updated to reflect the county agency referral to the County Planning 
Board; page 3, C, item a should be updated to “no” because the Town of Wellsville 
does not have zoning in place; page 4, D, item g should be updated to “yes” with 
details of construction; page 6, D2, item e may want to consider changing the 
response regarding storm water runoff. 

i. Mr. Miller asked what our suggested outcome is. Director Dirlam stated that 
these are only suggested changes and that the Planning Board isn’t 
considering these official comments or part of a decision they make. 
 

With no further discussion, J. Isaman made a motion to approve the Omni-
Navitas Holdings, LLC solar project, located in the Town of Wellsville. J. Ninos 
seconded, with none opposed the motion was carried. 

 
C) Town of Wellsville, Omni-Navitas Holdings, LLC Solar Project, Request to be Lead 

Agency  
 

J. Isaman made a motion to support the request from the Town of Wellsville 
to be lead agency for the SEQR regarding Omni-Navitas Holdings, LLC Solar 
Project. J. Gorton seconded the motion, with none opposed the motion was 
carried. 
 
After the motion, Mr. Miller asked if there were any other agencies that 
should be notified of the SEQR review. Director Dirlam suggested 
notifications to the Town Highway department in case they are concerned 
with potential truck traffic on the Town road. He then listed the typical State 
agencies that are notified. 
 

D) Town of Hume, Municipal Wastewater Treatment Improvement Project, Request to be 
Lead Agency -  
 

J. Isaman made a motion to support the request from the Town of Hume to be 
lead agency for the SEQR regarding the Municipal Wastewater Treatment 
Improvement Project. J. Ninos seconded the motion, with none opposed the 
motion was carried. 
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IV. OLD BUSINESS:  
A) Alle-Catt Wind Project  – The first Article 10 project in Allegany County was approved on 

June 3rd by the NYS Siting Board. Moving forward, the project will start construction soon 
but it has been very controversial so they are likely to stay in the spotlight. 

B) Solar Projects –  Several of the solar projects that have been reviewed and approved will be 
starting construction soon. The Board may see other projects come through from the same 
developers and they begin to expand the projects.  

 
V. CORRESPONDENCE: None 

 
VI. REPORTS: 

A) DEC Report – The week of June 10th report is an application for streambank stabilization 
project. This is the same property that we have talked about before that is eventually going 
to be a state park area. 

B) Intergovernmental Review Projects [IRP’s] – There are none to report relevant to our area. 
C) Southern Tier West Report – STW applied for and is likely to get a $200,000 federal grant 

related to COVID-19. It will be used for a tri-county project that will include small business 
services and economic development programs.  

D) Community Planning –  
1. Comprehensive planning efforts are continuing in the Town/Village of Cuba & 

Town/Village of Bolivar; The Town/Village of Wellsville is planning to do an 
update of their 2017 comprehensive plan as well. 

2. The Town of Amity Planning Board recently met and continued their discussions 
with staff regarding clean energy 

3. The Village of Alfred is still working on the sidewalk planning for the DRI grant, as 
there seems to be much opposition to it in Alfred Station area. All other projects are 
on stand still for now. 

4. Mr. Stockin shared that the Architecture class from Alfred will be working with the 
Town of Caneadea in the fall and will be visiting the smaller hamlets for projects 
as well. 

E) Planning & Economic Development Office Report/Updates – The June 2020 report was 
provided for reference with highlights below: 

1. An office intern started today, an architecture student from Alfred State College 
and will be with us for twelve weeks. It is expected that he will do some renderings 
for potential building upgrades/uses. 

2. A Ralph Wilson Legacy grant was awarded to Allegany County to help with 
planning for a trails project that will help link the WAG trail from Wellsville up to 
the GVG in Belfast. 

3. Due to COVID-19, department heads were asked to provide contingency budgets 
for the remainder of the year and try to plan for next year’s budget without 
knowing what kind of cuts are going to happen from the State.  

 
VII.     GOOD OF THE ORDER:  

 
VIII.    ADJOURNMENT:   

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday July 15th, 2020 at 7 PM (pending 
referrals). A physical or virtual meeting will be determined prior to the scheduled date. 
 
On a motion by D. Foster, seconded by P. VanDyke, the meeting was adjourned at 
8:01 PM.  


