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Minutes: May 20, 2020 

Present In Person: L. Gridley, D. Foster, J. Stolzfus
Present Via Zoom: J. Gorton, J. Ninos, J. Roederer, P. VanDyke, J. Isaman, Ex-Officio P. Stockin
Excused: V. Perkins, R. Thompson
Staff: Kier Dirlam – Director of Planning; Michelle Denhoff – P&D Specialist
Guests via Zoom: Darlene Mason – Town of Hume Supervisor; Chet Feldmann –

Representative of Distributed Sun
Location: Crossroads Conference Center, Town of Angelica & Zoom

I. CALL TO ORDER:
Chairwoman Gridley called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM.  The Chairwoman welcomed 
guests at the meeting. 

II. MINUTES:
A) Minutes from January 22, 2020 were reviewed: On a motion by J. Ninos and second by

J. Stolzfus, minutes from January 2020 were approved. Motion carried, none opposed.

III. NEW BUSINESS:
A) Town of Hume Referral for creation of a Solar Energy Systems and Facilities Local Law -

Ms. Mason explained that the Town of Hume had their meeting last Wednesday,
May 13, 2020, regarding this law and also held their public hearings at that time. It
was approved for adoption as if pending approval of the County Planning Board.
One change has been made regarding the road provision (highlighted in the law on
page 5&6).

Mr. Roederer asked a question regarding decommissioning – it is not clear with
language as to whether or not it is required of the law to notify the owner/operator
when decommissioning is required. Mr. Feldmann gave his explanation of
understanding to the wording. One part states what would come from the
developer and the other states what would be coming from the town and that is
why the language does not match.

With no further discussion, a motion was made by J. Roederer, seconded by D. Foster to 
approve the Town of Hume referral of the Solar Energy Systems and Facilities Local Law. 
The motion was carried with none opposed. 

B) Town of Hume Referral for Wolcott Solar Project (Wiscoy I, LLC & Wiscoy II, LLC)  –
Director Dirlam explained the solar project similarity to other ones that the County
Planning Board has previously reviewed. Mr. Feldmann then took over the
discussion. He gave a summary of their company and history. The project will
utilize property leased from the Wolcott’s in the town of Hume, with an agreement
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of 25 years and two potential extensions. The size will be a total of 10 megawatts, 
but will consist of two separate 5 megawatt  projects with 34,000 panels total 
rotating east to west. It will supply enough energy for 3000 homes in the region. 
The company has already been consulting with all of the partnering agencies and 
the proposed SEQR is planned to be done by the IDA next month.   

Mr. Ninos asked if the SEQR was being developed? Mr. Feldmann responded it is 
expected to be done by the IDA as lead agency on June 8th. All of the other agencies 
have had input as well with suggestions and studies included in the packet of 
materials.  

Mr. Roederer asked for the definition of an “incidental take permit”. The permit will 
allow permission from the DEC to take an action that may take habitat from rare, 
threatened or endangered animals; however they are trying to coordinate with the 
DEC for as little disruption as possible and are preparing a plan for construction 
/operations that will not affect their habitat or that would have minimal impact.  

The diagram says that it doesn’t intend to disturb 5 acres at a time. Why? Mr. 
Feldmann responded that they are trying to limit disturbance to water quality and 
it just means that the accumulation of all their work at one time is going to be less 
than 5 acres. The leased area will be about 58 acres and may have a little sprawl 
outside of that but will not lead to additional water quality issues. 

With no further discussion, a motion was made by J. Ninos that the Wolcott 
Solar Project in the Town of Hume be approved. The motion was seconded by 
D. Foster and carried with none opposed.

IV. OLD BUSINESS:
A) Board Resolution for Planning Director to Act on Behalf of Planning Board Under Certain

Circumstances  – Director Dirlam explained the process for the resolution. It was
intended for discussion at the March meeting; however it was cancelled and the
resolution was still brought to the legislature because of the deadlines for
submittal. During P&D committee discussions, some legislators were concerned
that Planning Board powers would be taken away by this decision. The intent was
to only use this if there was no quorum or meeting within the allotted timeframe
and a concerning application came in to avoid the automatic approval process.

Ms. Gridley asked if we still need the resolution considering we have use of the
online format now. Director Dirlam responded that typically use of online formats
instead of in person is not allowed according to public meeting law and the
restrictions are only lifted for the COVID-19 situation. Mr. Stockin stated that he
thought that the law would start to be enforced again after restrictions are lifted.

Mr. Ninos said that three legislators called him and asked why this was being done
but he couldn’t answer.
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With no further discussion, a motion was made by J. Isaman to table 
discussion until the Board is able to meet in person. The motion was 
seconded by P. VanDyke and carried with none opposed.  

V. CORRESPONDENCE: None

VI. REPORTS:
A) DEC Report – Reports were provided for the week of May 6, 2020 and included a permit

application from Behen Farms & Gravel Mine in Caneadea for mined land reclamation, a
negative declaration from SEQR of that permit application, and a SPDES renewal
application from the Village of Bolivar wastewater treatment plant.

B) Intergovernmental Review Projects [IRP’s] – 20.17 & 20.18 relate to the Chesapeake bay
and grant funding for cleanup in 19 counties including Allegany.

C) Southern Tier West Report – The May program report was provided for review. Their next
meeting is scheduled via an online platform May 21, 2020.

D) Community Planning –
1. The Town and Village of Cuba are still working on the update of their 2011

Comprehensive plan, with a little delay from the current restrictions.
2. The Town and Village of Bolivar may start to develop their Comprehensive Plan

from the strategic plan previously developed and the plans from the Alfred State
Architecture class.

3. The Town of Alfred is moving forward with the plans for a solar garden.
4. The Town and Village of Wellsville have discussed a revision of their

Comprehensive Plan from 2017 but to date, have not requested assistance.
5. Several solar projects are becoming active in the County, with a handful already

reviewed by our Board. IDA is involved with approximately 12 and the number
seems to be growing at a steady pace.

E) Training –
1. A reminder that board members are required to have four hours of training a year

related to planning activities was given. That will be a little more difficult this year
as the Local Government Conference was cancelled due to the COVID-19
restrictions. Some links for free online trainings were provided:

i. https://www.dos.ny.gov/lg/onlinetraining/planning_board_overview_courseoutli
ne.html - Online program on Planning Boards

ii. https://www.dos.ny.gov/lg/onlinetraining/historic_preservation_courseoutline.ht
ml - Online program on Historic Preservation

iii. https://www.dos.ny.gov/lg/pdf/Spring Webinar Series Flyer 2020.pdf (May 27th –
Comprehensive Planning & June 10th – Blight Strategies & Tools) 

F) Planning & Economic Development Office Report/Updates – Report provided with several
points highlighted including Census, levee discussions and Quicklee’s construction
schedule.

VII. GOOD OF THE ORDER: There is one at large position available on our board. Please reach out
with names of someone if you think they may be interested. They can be from any district.

VIII. ADJOURNMENT:
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday June 17th, 2020 at 7 PM (pending referrals). A 
physical or virtual meeting will be determined prior to the scheduled date. 

On a motion by D. Foster, seconded by P. VanDyke, the meeting was adjourned at 
8:08 PM.  
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