
Board of Health Meeting Minutes 

March 6, 2018 

The fo llowing Board members were in attendance: Dr. David Brubaker, Dr. Leo Cusumano, 
Dr. Willard Simons, Dr. Zahi Kassas, Tim LaFever, and Judy Hopkins. 

Others present: Lori Ballengee, Tyler Shaw, Laurie Hennessy and Pat Mansfield. 

Members absent: Dr. Joseph Felsen 

Medical Advisor Dr. Christopher Depner was also absent. 

The meeting was called to order by Board of Health President Dr. Leo Cusumano at 7:06PM. 

The minutes from the December 12, 2017 Board of Health Meeting were approved by a motion made 
by Dr. Kassas and seconded by Dr. Simons. 

Lori Ballengee requested personnel changes be discussed in executive session. 

Lori Ballengee initiated a discussion regarding Tobacco 211egislation. She stated the luncheon held at 
the Crossroads Center in Belmont, NY went really well, with those present showing their full support 
including Board of Legislators Chairman Curt Crandall. In addition to the Board of Legislators, others 
present were Mr. Chaffee and Mr. Dahlgren from PPAC as well as Dr. Root from Fillmore. Lori thanked 
Judy Hopkins for her support as the Chairperson of the Human Services Committee as well as the Ad Hoc 
Committee. Lori and Judy are hopeful it will pass at the Human Services Committee meeting to be held 
March 7, 2018. 

A public hearing is scheduled for April g th . Judy Hopkins thanked Lori Ballengee for her previous 
presentation and Lori offered to write a letter in support of legislation to be read at the hearing. 

Lori expla ined that the premise of Tobacco 21 is to keep tobacco out of the hands of underage people 
through education, and understanding the devastating effects of tobacco use. Judy said the ultimate 
goal is for children to make better choices. Dr. Cusumano mentioned that in his practice the monetary 
impact of tobacco use over time seemed to make more of an impression on his patients than the health 
risks. Regarding a military standpoint, even though people can serve their country at 18 years of age, it 
was argued that the health care costs of veterans from tobacco use are astronomical. 

Judy Hopkins asked how businesses were held accountable for selling tobacco products to underage 
customers. Tyler Shaw, Environmental Health Director, stated minors aged 16 and 17 are used to 
conduct tobacco compliance checks in accordance with the ATUPA rules and requirements. Tyler and 
Lori Ballengee stated that businesses are sent letters which include education of the consequences of 
selling tobacco to minors. These include fines of $350.00, $550.00, and $1,000.00, in addition to various 
fees, and non-compliance could ultimately result in loss of license to sell tobacco products and lottery 
tickets. Lori stated business owners are also sent letters of praise for compliance. 

Dr. Simons mentioned that he has had his ID checked at local businesses and was agreeable to it. He 
also suggested that second-hand smoke is very harmful and children should not be in vehicles with 
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others smoking. Dr. Kassas expressed interest in promoting law enforcement against this. It was 
mentioned this would be an issue for the police to handle. 

Lori mentioned that at least eight or ten counties have passed legislation in favor of Tobacco 21 and 
Mrs. Hopkins suggested in view of this if more counties passed legislation then possibly we would see 
legislation at the state level. Judy also mentioned smoking as a past culture but with education and 
realizing the cost and health risks associated with tobacco use, people are better informed now. She 
used seat belts as an example, as many years ago it wasn't known how effective they were in saving 
lives and legislation has since been put into place to "buckle up". 

A motion was made by Dr. Brubaker for full support of Tobacco 211egislation and seconded by 
Dr. Cusumano. All in favor. 

Regarding Corporate Compliance, Laurie Ballengee stated there was no fraudulent billing, no billing 
errors, and the Health Department is in good standing with Medicaid and Medicare. 

Regarding LHCSA, Laurie said there will likely be an audit in September or October of 2018. The 
immunization audit by NYSDOH (which is done every 2 years) will be due again in July or August of 2018. 
No LHSCA activity this quarter so no audit to review. 

Regarding Family Planning and the I PRO audit, corrections have been submitted. They were : 

• Policy must cover all types of visits, not just initial, annual, and supply visits. 
• "Low-income families" should be changed to "persons with incomes at or below 100% 

federal poverty level." 
• Must provide the NYSDOH Family Planning Program quarterly reports regarding LARC 

program including recruitment and staff training efforts, following up with patients as 
far as keeping appointments with referred providers, and reporting the number of days 
between the appointment with ACHD for referral and when the IUD was obtained. 

• Identification of birth contro l types offered by ACHD while patient waiting for IUD 

Laurie explained that LARC had been tabled because of hardship with training/insurance coverage and 
pending retirement of NP. NYSDOH is now requiring proof of attempt to offer LARC at clinics which is 
part of the I PRO CAP. 

Laurie Hennessy stated the public health educator for Family Planning is very good and is receiving 
excellent reviews. It was recommended that the educator give pre-tests and post-tests to determine 
which topics need further discussion and the effectiveness of the education. In Alfred-Almond Central 
School, for example, there was a 15% increase in post- test scores and in Friendship Central School a 
24% increase. Laurie stated that the survey cards produced favorable feedback. Clinic quarterly audit 
was reviewed and discussed. 

Regarding TB, Laurie reported one latent case with therapy going well. The Tuberculosis annual policy 
and procedure review was discussed. The only changes were updating to the most current CDC 
handouts about current testing/screening and TB treatment in the policy and procedures manual. TB 
audit reviewed and discussed. 

Dr. Cusumano motioned to approve the Tuberculosis policies and procedures manual, Mr. LaFever 
seconded the motion, all in favor, approved. 
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Laurie Hennessy stated there were nine cases of blood lead levels over 10, and home visits are made to 
those with levels of 15 or higher. The trend is leaning towards home visits of those with levels of five 
and above however ACHD would need support from the state to effectively accomplish this. Lead 
quarterly audits were reviewed and discussed. 

Regarding commun icable disease, Laurie said there was nothing out of the ordinary. The 
Communicable Disease annual policy and procedure review was done. Nothing was changed. 
Discussion was had and a vote was held. 

Dr. Cusumano made a motion to accept the Communicable Disease policy and procedures, Dr. Simons 
seconded the motion, all in favor. 

Immunization clinics remain busy with two providers discontinuing giving vaccinations, private and VFC. 
This has created an increased workload on immunization clinic. Immunization audits were reviewed and 
discussed. 

Laurie announced her retirement from the Allegany County Health Department effective June 9, 2018. 
The Board members agreed she will be sadly missed. 

She said there were no accidents or incidents in any program but there was, however, a complaint 
which will be addressed in executive session. 

Tyler Shaw stated there will be a free rabies clinic on April 7, 2018 from 9:00AM to 12:00 noon with the 
location TBD. 

Tim LaFever motioned to move to executive session, Dr. Brubaker seconded the motion. 

Tim LaFever motioned to move out of executive session, Dr. Simons seconded the motion, all in favor. 

A motion was made by Tim LaFever, seconded by Dr. Simons, that stipulates that the respondent will 
comply with the following: 

• Pay fine assessed 
• Provide current pump receipt 
• Provide engineering plans 
• Retention of a contractor 
• Definitive timeline for installation 
• To be notified by certified letter served personally if not compliant 

The Board discussed the health consequences if the respondent did not comply. 

General Discussion: 

Judy Hopkins gave an update on the ad hoc committee stating that ad hoc is not permanent, they are 
joined with Ardent Solutions and transitioning to more stability and structure. Judy stated the strategic 
plan was approved and is supported. However, there are limited resources for treatment in this area 
and initiated feedback from the Board members and appealing to them to have the discussion within 
their practices. Laurie Hennessy mentioned the Hep C component and suggested a needle exchange 
program which she feels would be highly effective in this area. 
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Dr. Cusumano motioned to adjourn, Dr. Brubaker seconded the motion, all in favor. 

The next Board of Health meeting will be held at 7:00pm on June 12, 2018. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Patricia Mansfield 
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