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Allegany Planning Board Minutes: February 21, 2018 

Present:  Wm. Emrick, B. Fanton, D. Foster, J. Gorton, L. Gridley, L. Kaminski, J. Ninos, V. 
Perkins, J. Roederer, J. Stoltzfus 

Guests: K. Dirlam – Director of Planning, M. Denhoff – Planning & Development Specialist, 
Public Members: Doug Retting, Sr., Michele Miller – Village of Cuba Mayor  

Location: Crossroads Conference Center, Town of Angelica 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 

Chairman L. Gridley called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM.   
 
II. MINUTES: 

Minutes for December 20, 2017 were reviewed: On a motion by Wm. Emrick and 2nd by J. 
Ninos, the minutes from December 20, 2017 are approved.   

 
Minutes for January 17, 2018 were reviewed: On a motion by J. Gorton and 2nd by D. 
Foster, the minutes from January 17, 2018 are approved. 

 
III. NEW BUSINESS:  

Village of Cuba Zoning Referral 
The Chair recognized Doug Retting Sr. and allowed him to present the changes proposed to 
the current zoning law. D. Retting Sr. explained that as it currently stands anyone who wishes 
to build on smaller lots within the Village requires a zoning variance. This is annoying to 
residents, and cumbersome to the zoning board to have to review each variance that comes 
through. Moving from Schedule 1 to the International Code Rules will allow for better 
utilization of the smaller empty lots. There are some neighborhoods that are approximately 
80% undersized and would not be able to build on lots under the current Schedule 1 standard. 
V. Perkins asked where Schedule 1 would still be used. D. Retting Sr. stated that it would still 
be used in the historic districts and any lots bigger than 7,000 square feet. 
K. Dirlam said he thought this was a logical change for the village because it will allow for re-
use of the smaller lots. Infrastructure is already there so it only makes sense to be able to 
develop the residential neighborhoods as they have been historically. This is considered good 
from a “smart growth” perspective to reuse properties in this manner. 
 
On a motion by Wm. Emrick and 2nd by D. Foster the Allegany County Planning Board 
made a determination of Approve the law as revised.  A letter will be drafted to the Mayor 
of Cuba and mailed within the week. 
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS: 
Town of Rushford Zoning Law Referral  
A letter was received from Charles Bliss, Rushford Town Board Member, stating his desire to 
have the zoning law changed for the Town of Rushford. He indicated he will be proposing 
some changes to the law based on public comments that were received and that he will propose 
it be submitted for reconsideration to our board. 
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V. CORRESPONDENCE: 
Eight Point Wind Energy http://eightpointwind.com/  
Visual Impact Survey Request (2/23/2017) – A progress report on the Visual Impact 
Assessment was received and reviewed by the Planning Office. Comments from Allegany 
County were not submitted because it does not directly affect the County. However; it is 
possible that the wind towers will be seen from some communities that border Steuben County 
so it does have a little impact. 
Application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility (1/29/2018) – A letter was 
received stating deficiencies. This does not require response. 
Alle-Catt Wind Energy https://alle-catt.com/  
Application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility (1/29/2018) – A letter was 
received stating deficiencies previously found were cured and in compliance. This does not 
require response. 
Preliminary Scoping Statement & Deadline for Submitting Comments (1/31/2018) – Scoping 
statement was shown stating the project will have 108 commercial scale wind turbines. All 
comments must be received by Monday, February 12, 2018. This does not require response. 
Notice Extending Deadline for Submission of Comments (2/09/2018) – Centerville 
Concerned Citizens (CCC) requested an extension for comment submittal. Comments will now 
be accepted until March 2, 2018. 
 
J. Ninos asked if anyone knew how long it would be before either project started. K. Dirlam 
answered that both wind farms are under the same parent company, Invenergy. He believes the 
Eight Point Wind Energy project will be starting up in about one year and that Alle-Catt Wind 
is expected to start in 2020. Towers at Alle-Catt will be 600 feet high to allow for significant 
amounts of energy production. M. Denhoff stated she saw that CCC is planning to meet next 
week for commenting on the project. 
 
Comments on the Draft Unit Management Plan for Allegany County New York State 
DEC State Forests  
A letter was received this afternoon by K. Dirlam from Pauline Burnes on the Draft Unit 
Management Plan that was submitted in 2017. A total of eight comments were received; 
however he felt that #6 on expansion of equestrian trails was of the best use right now as he 
and M. Denhoff are scheduled to meet with the DEC in March 2018. It was discussed that 
neighboring counties have spent a significant amount of time and money on expanding trails 
recently. 
 

VI. REPORTS: 
A.) DEC Report: M. Denhoff provided a list of environmental remediation sites in Allegany 

County that are complete, require no further action, or being monitored after remedial 
construction and clean up. 

B.) Intergovernmental Review Projects [IRP’S] : There were three provided – two from 
Chautauqua County and one from Cattaraugus County. K. Dirlam explained why the IRP’s 
are submitted to Southern Tier West and when to expect them. Comments are typically 
requested within two weeks of receipt; however none of these were relevant to Allegany 
County so review and comment is not required. 

C.) Southern Tier West Report: K. Dirlam stated that the federal budget passed so STW will 
continue to be funded through the EDA and ARC funding streams. This is vital to STW 
because they receive funding from two large government programs. 

D.) Community Planning:  

http://eightpointwind.com/
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a. Almond - The Town of Almond comprehensive plan is currently under review and 
is expected to be done soon. The Town Planning Board is meeting in March to go 
over the updates that K. Dirlam will be suggesting.  

b. Alfred - J. Ninos said that he has taken on the task of reviewing the Village and 
Town of Alfred comprehensive plan. K. Dirlam had produced a basic draft for both 
the Town and Village of Alfred last year. The Town of Alfred made necessary edits 
and approved theirs, while the Village hasn’t made any efforts to edit theirs as of 
yet. K. Dirlam and J. Ninos are scheduled to begin review this Friday.  

c. Amity – The Town of Amity is currently looking for planning board members.  
d. Wellsville – V. Perkins asked of the recent job loss announcement at Dresser Rand. 

K. Dirlam said it was a surprise to us all and that Craig Clark has been in touch with 
State Representatives. One good thing about this is that our office receive real estate 
requests from INVEST Buffalo Niagara frequently looking for large facilities 
because the market in the Buffalo area is so tight so we will hopefully be able to use 
that building to suit a request in the future.  

e. Kmart – J. Roederer asked if there was any recent news on the Kmart in Olean. K. 
Dirlam said that he heard the site would be shared by a Marshall’s and another store 
but wasn’t sure of the opening date. With the shape that Kmart/Sears brand has 
been in lately he still feels that the Wellsville location will not be closed because it is 
one of the better performing locations, as it has little competition in town. 

E.) Planning & Economic Development Office Report/Updates: 
a. Shared Services Meetings – A memo from Tim Boyde, County Administrator, 

was provided stating that CGR, Center for Governmental Research, was selected as 
the contractor to complete the County Shared Services Plan. They are on a tight 
deadline, with an expectation to have the plan complete by July/August 2018. A 
link for their intended schedule is provided http://www.alleganyco.com/wp-
content/uploads/CGR-Memo-022018.pdf  

b. Site Selectors/Development Updates –  
i. C. Clark has been in contact with the Site Selectors that are helping us with 

ways to market facilities in the County and they will also be helping to 
market the Dresser-Rand facility when that is available.  

ii. A public hearing is being held on February 22nd at 10 am in the library 
auditorium in Wellsville for the PILOT agreement the IDA is putting in 
place with PM Research.  

iii. At Planning and Development board meeting earlier today, Armstrong 
presented information on the broadband service they intend to offer in 
Allegany County. They were awarded three contracts by NYS to install fiber 
in areas that were underserved and that could not be served by Spectrum. 
Installation is intended to be completed this year with hooks up done by 
next year. The third phase will include the middle part of the County as well.  

c. Land Bank Updates – K. Dirlam explained the updates that the Land Bank has 
recently had to complete to stay in compliance with PARIS. The board created 
several new policies that were approved and also came up with a proposal to acquire 
properties from the tax sale that the County agreed to. K. Dirlam went on to give 
an example of a property in Friendship that could have been salvageable had the 
Land Bank been in existence in 2013. The property was purchased on tax sale by an 
individual that did nothing with it, a tree fell on it damaging the roof, it went back 
on to the tax sale, was not sold and the County had to pay for the demolition. If the 
Land Bank were able to acquire the property the first time, it could have removed 
the tree that threatened the house, avoided the damage and sold the house. D. 
Foster asked if there were requirements for someone to purchase from Land Bank. 

http://www.alleganyco.com/wp-content/uploads/CGR-Memo-022018.pdf
http://www.alleganyco.com/wp-content/uploads/CGR-Memo-022018.pdf


Allegany County Planning Board Page 4 of 4 February 21, 2018 

K. Dirlam answered yes; the buyer is required to sign agreements that state they 
intend to do something with the property not just leave it to sit. J. Roederer asked 
what PARIS stands for. It stands for Public Authority Reporting Information 
System. 

d. Office – M. Denhoff was enrolled in Leadership Allegany at Houghton College and 
successfully completed the program with commencement earlier this month. 

 
VII. GOOD OF THE ORDER 

Compliments were given on how good the food was at the planning board dinner in January 
at Off-Duty restaurant. It was suggested that it be held there again in the future. 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT:   
On a motion by D. Foster and 2nd by Wm. Emrick, the meeting is adjourned at 8:06 
pm. 

 
Notes respectfully submitted by Michelle Denhoff  


