
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
August 16, 2017 
NOT APPROVED 

 

Committee Members Present: J. Hopkins, D. Fanton, K. Graves, N. Ungermann, C. Crandall 
(Absent: A. McGraw, T. O’Grady) 

Others Present: L. Bliven, C. Braack, S. Cole, M. Covert, D. Decker, L. Edwards, D. Healy, K. 
Hollis, R. Hollis, C. Jessup, K. LaForge, J. Luckey, T. Miner, B. Riehle, D. Root, P. Stockin, 
M. Washer  

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:02 p.m. by Resource Management Committee 
Chair Judy Hopkins. 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Fanton, and carried to 
approve the Resource Management Committee minutes of July 19, 2017.  

County Historian 

 County Historian Craig Braack attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to 
the committee for review. Committee Chairman Hopkins stated that County Administrator Timothy 
Boyde has been working with some manufacturers who deal with storage and are looking at 
layouts as well as developing some figures, and we should have an update from him at next 
month’s committee meeting. Legislator Decker asked if the presentation on July 26 in Warsaw 
was just for Wyoming County. Mr. Braack stated, no, it was for all eight counties in Western New 
York. Committee Chairman Hopkins asked Mr. Braack to share his progress with the Local History 
Awareness Week. Mr. Braack stated one of the three speakers had to cancel due to a family 
conflict; however, retired attorney George Bradley, who has written two books on the Civil War, 
has graciously stepped in, and everything is coming together well. Mr. Braack added they do have 
a fear that the library will not be big enough to accommodate all of what they want to display, but 
they are working through it. Chairman Crandall asked when that is being held. Mr. Braack stated 
it is the week of September 25, and there will be more details distributed as it gets closer.   

Soil & Water Conservation 
 

Soil and Water Conservation Executive Director Scott Torrey was unable to attend the 
meeting but submitted his monthly report to the committee for review. Legislator Ungermann 
asked if the Silo Storage Structure Project was cost shared, and if the farmer invested anything 
into it. Committee Chairman Hopkins stated generally there is some cost sharing. Legislator 
Graves stated he believes them coming up with a certain percentage to put down is part of the 
whole deal. 

 
Youth Bureau 
 

Youth Bureau Director Linda Edwards attended the meeting and submitted her monthly 
report for the committee to review. Ms. Edwards stated on July 25 they held the Foster Kids Day 
at the Belmont Bowling Alley. It was sponsored by the Legion Riders, and they had ten foster kids 
attend, all of who loved it and enjoyed themselves. Ms. Edwards stated they have submitted all 
paperwork for their Resource Allocation Plan. It came back approved, and they are in good shape 
to have it done by the end of the year. Ms. Edwards stated they have also received approval on 
their Child and Family Services Plan that they are required to do annually through OCFS.  
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Cornell Cooperative Extension 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Ag & Natural Resources Issue Leader Lynn Bliven 

attended the meeting and submitted her monthly report to the committee for review. Ms. Bliven 
discussed several upcoming events as well as ongoing programs with the committee. Ms. Bliven 
distributed a flyer announcing the 2017 Cornell Agribusiness Strategic Marketing Conference. It 
will be held September 20, 2017, beginning at 9:00 a.m. through September 21, 2017, at 1:00 
p.m., at Becker Farms in Gasport, NY. There will be speakers from around the State that will 
provide tips on all aspects of starting and running an agri-tourism business. The cost for two full 
days is $60 which includes materials, breakfast, lunch, and dinner for September 20, as well as 
a bus tour on September 21. Those interested can register online at 
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/Agritourism_214. Chairman Crandall asked if this is just for the eight 
counties in Western New York. Ms. Bliven stated, no, it is a statewide Conference, but is being 
hosted by Western New York this year. The committee discussed Industrial Hemp, and it’s relation 
to marijuana, as well as any value it may or may not bring to the County, should we choose to 
grow it. The Committee also discussed the storm at the Allegany County Fair and asked Ms. 
Bliven if there was any substantial damage. Ms. Bliven stated, no, they didn’t have any permanent 
or substantial damage, adding the kids did a great job working together to get through it.    

 
Storm Damage 
 
 Emergency Management and Fire Director Jeff Luckey distributed to the committee a 
guide for New York State damages required for disaster declaration. Allegany County is required 
to meet a threshold of $174,737, and across New York State, it is required to meet a $27,323,124 
threshold. The County per capita threshold is $3.57, and the statewide per capita threshold is 
$1.41. Committee Chairman Hopkins asked if these thresholds are just for public damage. Mr. 
Luckey stated, yes. Mr. Luckey also distributed an August 5, 2015, damage report, to provide an 
example of what Allegany County needs to suffer in damages in order to receive any FEMA 
money. Mr. Luckey stated Senator Cathy Young has been fighting for this money for a long time, 
and while there are no specific guidelines to how much the towns and villages will receive, it is 
anticipated Allegany County will receive $1.6 million. Legislator Graves asked if Mr. Luckey has 
trained the Highway Superintendents on how to get these reports. Mr. Luckey stated they are self-
trained because they have more experience than he does, adding if there is a complicated area 
they need assistance with, Mr. Luckey refers them to two individuals who also have more 
experience and can assist. Legislator Healy asked where they come up with numbers to qualify. 
Mr. Luckey stated it is based on population. Legislator Healy stated it seems that it has nothing 
to do with how much infrastructure there is or the geographic nature; it is based on population 
which means votes. Mr. Luckey stated these guidelines are set by FEMA not the Governor. Mr. 
Luckey stated he has not yet had a storm where they have qualified for personal (homeowners) 
damage. For the most recent storm in July, they received 64 damage reports from homeowners; 
however, what people deem as damage to their dwellings does not meet FEMA standards, so of 
that 64, only 6 would qualify. FEMA requires one foot of water on your first floor of living space. 
They do not consider basements as livable, nor do they allow driveway damage, creeks eroding 
towards the home, or bank damage as qualifying damages towards these thresholds. Legislator 
Graves asked if the one foot of water on the first floor would only count if the homeowner has 
flood insurance. Mr. Luckey stated, no, this is only for those who do not have flood insurance, 
adding they have to disqualify any dwellings that are insured. Legislator Graves asked if FEMA 
ever talks with Mr. Luckey. Mr. Luckey stated they only speak with him in the beginning when 
they are gathering information to determine if they will meet the threshold. Mr. Luckey stated this 
last storm in July was an isolated incident, and because there were no other instances going on 
throughout the state, there are no FEMA funds available for damages incurred. Committee 

https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/Agritourism_214
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Chairman Hopkins asked where farm and crop land fit in. Mr. Luckey stated he has never worked 
through that because we have never had an event that qualified, adding he always recommends 
farm and crop landowners talk with their local Soil and Water office as well as the Farm Bureau. 
Legislator Graves asked if Mr. Luckey has talked with peers in other counties to find out what a 
good response would be to a farmer or homeowner. Mr. Luckey stated he recently spoke with 
Tony Santoro from Wyoming County, but they have not experienced that much either to offer 
much advice. Ms. Bliven stated from the Agriculture perspective, they are telling producers to 
record their damage because it will be reported through the Farm Services Agency, and if any 
funds were to become available, they will want that damage to be reported. Ms. Bliven added that 
as it has already been pointed out, the June and July storms were in such a small area, that at 
this point nothing will be eligible, but they are still encouraging producers to document their 
damage. Legislator Graves stated the frustrating part for him is that our government has raised 
the safety net so high that nobody can fail anymore, adding when a disaster like that does strike 
an area with hard working, taxpaying farmers, it seems that the government is looking at everyone 
but them. Marv Covert, owner of Burco Farms in Centerville, NY, approached the committee 
stating that he, as well as others, in Centerville and Rushford are not happy with Allegany County 
agencies. Mr. Covert stated our agencies used to represent the agricultural industry and would 
come out to the farms to ask if there was anything they needed, and that is not happening 
anymore. On June 15, 2017, Rushford, Centerville, and Hume received three to five inches of 
rain in less than an hour, which caused extensive damage to the roads. On July 20, 2017, they 
received high winds and more rain which caused further flooding. Mr. Covert continued that he 
contacted Emergency Services and Fire and was told by Mr. Luckey to go to the Farm Bureau, 
adding that his advice was wrong because the Farm Bureau is able to do very little, and they 
would have a legal fee if they did go that route. They have also contacted Soil and Water, as 
advised, and received no answer. Mr. Covert listed additional organizations he has reached out 
to for help with little to no benefit. Mr. Covert went on to say that after the lack of response from 
the County, he reached out to Senator Cathy Young who has provided him with information 
indicating they first need an assessment of damages that should have been done by Emergency 
Management and Fire, adding he has yet to see Mr. Luckey come out and assess their damages. 
Mr. Covert then reached out to Assemblyman Joseph Giglio who also advised that Emergency 
Services should be doing damage assessments. Mr. Covert stated on August 4, 2017, he 
attended a meeting with three other famers, and only one legislator was in attendance, adding he 
was embarrassed to be from Allegany County. Mr. Luckey stated that what Mr. Covert touched 
on is the worst part of his job. People giving others false hope. Mr. Luckey continued that on 
August 2 at 5:00 p.m. he was asked if a meeting could be set up for August 4, and he was told 
the meeting emphasis was on the tornado, adding he was very frustrated that he only had two 
days to notify people of the meeting, and after waiting for the press release to be finished it wasn’t 
until August 3 at 2:00 p.m. that it was sent out to the legislators and firemen who represent those 
districts. Mr. Luckey added that he was mistaken in not sending it out to the highway 
superintendents. Chairman Crandall asked who the agency was and what their bottom line was 
for those who showed up. Legislator Decker stated they are the NYS Financial Services, and their 
mission is to help those experiencing difficulty with claims. They are a source of mediation 
between the insurance companies and the insured. Legislator Decker continued that they tried to 
get more information on what other services or avenues they could approach, but they could not 
help them. Legislator Ungermann stated it used to be that the NRCS, Soil and Water, Farm 
Services Agency, Forestry, as well as others, all used to be in one building which simplified things 
for the landowner who could go in and talk to whomever they needed to. The second problem, 
which is being worked on, is the Lotus Waters of the U.S. We create a lot of our own problems by 
the difficulty of not being able to go in and take debris out of streams. You must have a permit, 
and no one wants to issue you one because they don’t want to be responsible for anything. Mr. 
Covert stated that what Legislator Ungermann is referring to is something that could be done long-
term, but in the short-term they prefer that our Emergency Management and Fire act faster after 
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a storm event. Legislator Ungermann stated that there is a comment period for the Environmental 
Protective Agency (EPA) on the Lotus Waters situation, adding he’s always thought they need to 
do more preventative maintenance which will prevent a lot of damage from occurring. Chairman 
Crandall stated there are a lot of areas they would like to get into but can’t. Committee Chairman 
Hopkins stated when we don’t have jurisdiction over things that happen in the townships, villages, 
or with private owners, they are limited with what they can do. Mr. Luckey is their source in 
gathering the information they need, and they are learning from these experiences on how to 
gather information as well as how to get that information out more efficiently. Ms. Bliven stated 
Cooperative Extension is a frequent place people call, and it’s not easy to be the person to tell 
someone they understand there was significant damage but unfortunately there are no resources 
for them. Ms. Bliven continued that people who called were not told that they would not be helped. 
They were advised that while there currently are no available funds, they should still continue to 
document any damages. Ms. Bliven agreed with Legislator Ungermann that it’s nice to be in the 
same building because you are able to better communicate with all of the agencies that get 
involved during these events. Committee Chairman Hopkins stated the best thing they can do is 
be in touch with all of these different agencies who work together and find a way to gather all of 
the information and have one central place for these people to call. Mr. Luckey stated, yes, they 
didn’t reach out to individual farmers, but they built it off the townships, and when they knew they 
weren’t going to meet the $28 million threshold, it would have been a wasted effort gathering that 
information knowing there isn’t going to be any money available. Chairman Crandall addressed 
Mr. Covert’s comment about being unhappy with Allegany County and its agencies stating the 
bottom line is that there is no money available, so no matter what anyone documented, said or 
did, the way the system is right now, there is $0 available for the farmer who lost crop land, or for 
the homeowner who got washed out. Chairman Crandall continued that the Board could be a 
source of help in providing examples of the kind of storm damage the County has incurred through 
the years that we have not received reimbursement for because of the numbers and formulas that 
are used to meet the threshold. Mr. Covert stated he is looking for them to do better, adding they 
need to make sure that Emergency Services is assessing these damages so any money that is 
available, they can get it. Mr. Convert continued that he believes that the Farm Services Agency 
has some funds available, but because there was no assessment done, they cannot apply for it. 
Mr. Luckey stated he has no training in assessments which is why he referred Mr. Covert to Soil 
and Water as well as Farm Services. Mr. Covert stated they don’t seem to be responding, and 
with the communications we have today that weren’t available back then, we should be 
communicating quicker and better. Committee Chairman Hopkins stated they will continue to look 
at this issue.  

 
Adjournment 

 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:59 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Fanton, 
and carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Meghan Washer, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


