
PUBLIC SAFETY SUB-COMMITTEE 
May 3, 2017 

NOT APPROVED 
 

Committee Members Present: D. Decker, A. Bigelow, V. Grant, S. Grusendorf, K. Hooker, J. 
Hopkins, 

 
Others Present: T. Boyde, B. Budinger, K. Hollis, R. Hollis, T. Miner, B. Riehle, D. Scholes, M. 

Washer, R. Whitney 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Public Safety Sub – Committee 

Chairman Dave Decker.  
 
Approval of Minutes  
 
 A motion was made by Lieutenant Shawn Grusendorf, seconded by Ms. Grant, and 
carried to approve the Public Safety Sub – Committee minutes for April 5, 2017. 
 
ID Cards 
 
 Lieutenant Shawn Grusendorf stated the printer card system is up and running and has 
been printing new cards for employees. The new security procedure is in place and employees 
are going through the mag. Lt. Grusendorf continued if anyone knows of things that are not 
happening as they should be, or employees are not going through the mag to please let him, the 
Sheriff, or Sgt. Andy Bigelow know. Sub-Committee Chairman Dave Decker asked how the flow 
has been. Sgt. Bigelow stated it’s been fine; he’s been out there every morning and has not 
seen any back-ups or received any complaints from department heads. Legislator Hopkins 
asked if it’s standard procedure now to have a woman officer at the desk. Sgt. Bigelow stated 
no, the staff varies day to day as to who is out there. Sheriff Rick Whitney stated some of the 
departments either aren’t being clear or people aren’t paying attention that they need to go 
through Sgt. Bigelow to get their new cards because they have had at least twenty people show 
up at the Jail requesting their new ID Card. Sheriff Whitney continued that they have tried to 
explain that the new ID cards need to be done through Sgt. Bigelow and suggested a reminder 
email be sent out to department heads. County Administrator Tim Boyde asked if there is a 
back-up in place in the event Sgt. Bigelow is absent. Sgt. Bigelow stated, yes, he has someone 
who knows how everything works. Mr. Boyde stated he’s heard complaints about the number of 
bags being brought through, and suggested the department heads reinforce to their employees 
to minimize the number of bags being brought in. Mr. Boyde continued that when they 
deactivated the swipe cards, some employees were getting trapped in the doors. Sgt. Bigelow 
stated he has done some reprogramming, and that should no longer be a problem. Social 
Services Commissioner Vicki Grant stated they had one brand new employee that went out to 
the jail to get an ID card. Personnel Officer H. Robert Budinger stated they are still sending 
brand new hires out to the Jail because there is a form that needs to be completed and signed. 
Sheriff Whitney stated they did have some current employees as well show up to get the new ID 
cards. Mr. Budinger stated they haven’t received any complaints, so he is taking that as a good 
sign that things are going well. Mr. Budinger continued that their policy talks about vendors, and 
they have had conversation about vendors signing a visitor’s log, and receiving a visitor’s 
badge. The intent is to not make it difficult; however, if they have someone coming in to work in 
the ceilings, or electrical room, they need to have a visitor badge so it’s apparent to any 
employee that person is cleared to be working in the building. IT Director Keith Hooker stated he 
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created a database for that purpose so it can be accessible on the computer by anyone. Sgt. 
Bigelow stated it would be easier if each department head had his/her own visitor badge to 
issue to whomever they have contracted. Ms. Grant stated they have providers who attend 
regular meetings and currently go through the mag and then proceed to Social Services where 
they are issued a DSS visitor tag. Ms. Grant then asked if that process is going to remain in 
place or will they need to get new visitor tags. Mr. Budinger stated they should have one visitor 
tag so anyone can identify the person is a visitor. Mr. Budinger continued that another piece to 
consider with the old Jail renovation coming up is having contractors up there working. If there 
was an emergency and the building needed to be vacated, they need to be able to track how 
many visitors are unaccounted for. Clerk of the Board Brenda Rigby Riehle asked if there would 
be a special pass for those who attend all Legislative meetings. Mr. Budinger stated he doesn’t 
believe they would need them because they aren’t in places with the general public is, but that 
is something they could work towards. Legislator Hopkins asked if they would still sign in so 
they were aware that they are in the building. Mr. Budinger stated he doesn’t want to make it 
harder for people who are just coming to a meeting. Mr. Budinger continued that the people who 
need to sign in and have a visitor’s pass are a different class in that they may be carrying in 
tools. Legislator Hopkins referred back to schools who make you sign in from the time you enter 
and sign out upon leaving. Mr. Budinger stated with the amount of general public that come and 
go, he’s not sure if they want to go to that extreme. County Attorney Tom Miner stated for public 
meetings, he doesn’t believe it’s appropriate to force people to sign in. Attorney Tom Miner 
continued that it doesn’t give them free will to go to any part of the building they want, but it 
could be violating some rights by forcing them to sign in to attend a public meeting. Mr. Boyde 
stated they don’t have census takers, so when they have a fire drill, it would be nice to have a 
way to know if a department has sixty employees, but only fifty-nine is accounted for, the 
missing one is on vacation, sick, or at a training. Sheriff Whitney stated the ID cards aren’t very 
expensive, so if they would like to issue cards for people who attend all meetings, it wouldn’t be 
a big deal to print them one. Sub – Committee Chairman Decker stated they also have the 
media who are frequently attending meetings. Sheriff Whitney stated they have press passes 
that are issued to the local media, so they just need to be told to start bringing their press 
passes. Mr. Budinger asked what the purpose of the ID cards would be for those who frequently 
attend meetings. Sheriff Whitney stated because they are here all the time, there is no reason 
why they shouldn’t have one. Mr. Budinger stated he’s not against them having ID cards, but 
they don’t currently sign in, and he doesn’t view them as people who need to begin signing in. 
Mr. Boyde stated the visitor passes were originally designed to address workers, and 
contractors coming in to work in the ceilings and in electrical rooms. Lt. Grusendorf asked how 
specific they need to be on the visitor passes, and do they need to identify which department 
they are assigned to. Sgt. Bigelow stated assigning a department to them would be good so 
they have someone to report to. Public Works Superintendent Dean Scholes stated when he 
goes to a school, he’s immediately acknowledged as to where his destination is so anyone can 
see if he strays from that location. Lt. Grusendorf stated he understands they don’t want to limit 
access to the public, but he agrees if someone is checking in specifically to do work for DSS, 
they should have a pass that designates that. Mr. Budinger stated the passes should all have 
the same look, but state which department the person is contracting for. Lt. Grusendorf stated if 
they are talking about security, and someone comes through the mag with a bunch of tools and 
say they are heading to Human Resources; how are you confirming that person is going directly 
there. Sgt. Bigelow stated currently when a contractor comes in they go through security, and 
we then call the appropriate department and they have someone come and escort them where 
they need to go. Lt. Grusendorf stated he doesn’t want to make it more difficult, but they need to 
make sure they are covering everything. Legislator Hopkins asked if they could run through 
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what the procedure is for someone who is attending a public meeting. Sgt. Bigelow stated they 
go through security like everyone else, but do not need an ID or to sign in. Sgt. Bigelow stated 
he still has employees he’s printing ID cards for, and he would like to get that completed first 
before moving on to a new group of people. Elections Commissioner Rick Hollis expressed 
concern regarding security for buildings not located at Court Street. The committee discussed 
these concerns, and is working to prioritize them.  

Good of the Order  

 The committee will meet again Wednesday June 7, 2017, at 10:00 a.m.  

Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 10:46 a.m. following a motion by Mr. Hooker, seconded by Lt. Grusendorf, and 
carried. 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Meghan Washer, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


