
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
September 6, 2017 
NOT APPROVED 

 

Committee Members Present: P. Curran, D. Healy, S. Burt, J. Hopkins, K. LaForge, A. McGraw, 
C. Crandall  

Others Present:  L. Ballengee, D. Decker, L. Edwards, D. Fanton, K. Francisco, K. Graves, S. 
Grusendorf, K. Hollis, R.  Hollis, B. Kelley, C. Knapp, T. Miner, B. Riehle, T. Ross, R. 
Starks, P. Stockin, M. Washer, R. Whitney 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Public Safety Committee 
Chairman Phil Curran. 

PUBLIC DEFENDER 

  
 Public Defender Barbara Kelley attended the meeting and submitted her monthly report 
to the committee for review. Ms. Kelley stated she, Attorney Tom Miner, First Assistant Attorney 
Carissa Knapp, and County Treasurer Terri Ross all met via video conference with state reps to 
find out what the County needs in order to comply with Hurrell-Herring. There is a large amount 
of money coming into the budget to ensure there is compliance state-wide by 2023, and while it 
was very general and she is unsure of what will happen, Ms. Kelley hopes there will be money 
coming our way. Legislator Decker asked if the County has experienced any issues with 
complying. Ms. Kelley stated we have not been doing counsel at arraignment which is why we 
now have the grant that allows us to hire the 4th Assistant Public Defender so that we can comply.  
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND FIRE DIRECTOR 
 
 Emergency Management and Fire Director Jeff Luckey attended the meeting and 
submitted his monthly report to the committee for review. Mr. Luckey stated the Hazard Mitigation 
Plan has been submitted to the state for review, and he anticipates receiving it back in the next 
four to six weeks, and he hopes to get it done by the end of the year and approved by the current 
Board of Legislators. Legislator Graves asked if the delay will cause us to lose any funding, and 
Mr. Luckey stated no. Mr. Luckey stated that the state plans to gradually eliminate the Critical 
Care Certification Program, and during the recent Allegany County EMS Council meeting, they 
discussed the effects it will have on our Advanced Lifesaving (ALS) Program within the County. 
They will hold their last Critical Care class in October, and after that, Critical Care individuals will 
keep their certification through independent study and continuing education. Committee 
Chairman Curran asked who will be teaching it now. Mr. Luckey stated it will be in-house as well 
as online, adding it’s a lot more conducive to learning for those who have been an EMT for a long 
time because they can learn through an ongoing basis rather than sitting in a class every three 
years for 80 – 250 hours. Committee Chairman Curran asked what the cost is for that. Mr. Luckey 
stated there is no cost. Legislator Decker asked if Mr. Luckey has had a chance to go out and 
visit any of the areas that received storm damage that Mr. Covert brought to their attention in a 
recent committee meeting. Mr. Luckey stated he talked to Mr. Covert after the meeting, and Mr. 
Luckey advised him that the Farm Bureau is the best route for Mr. Covert to take, adding there 
isn’t much Emergency Services can do by collecting and submitting the data. Mr. Luckey 
continued that with the exception of Mr. Covert’s property, he did go out at the time of the storm 
and look at the damage. Legislator Decker stated Road Supervisors are still working on the 
damage, and will be closing West Branch Road for a couple of days, adding they still need to be 
encouraging people to collect data in case there is any possible way we can end up receiving 
funds from the state. Legislator Healy asked if the County Fire Service meetings resume in 
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September. Mr. Luckey stated, yes, the chief’s meet the third Wednesday every other month, and 
this month they will meet in New Hudson on September 20 at 7:00 p.m.  
 
STOP- DWI 
 
 STOP-DWI Coordinator Linda Edwards attended the meeting and submitted her monthly 
report to the committee for review. Ms. Edwards stated she and Sheriff Whitney met at Kmart with 
the bicycle winners to select their new bikes, and presented them with new helmets and goody 
bags. Ms. Edwards stated the SADD Conference will be on October 20 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. in the bus garage at Genesee Valley School. They will be having a very hands-on day 
including a rollover simulator, Amy Stock trailer, as well as go-karts. The keynote speaker will be 
Kim Kratts from Olean, NY, who was a DWI victim during her freshman year of College at Alfred 
State. She will start out the day talking to the kids about her past and current experiences as a 
result from that accident. Legislator Healy encouraged anyone who has not attended one of these 
conferences to do so as they are a very worthwhile experience. Ms. Edwards stated they did 
receive notice that they will be receiving $10,000 from the Crackdown grant. The amount awarded 
is based on the number of licensed drivers, and is broken up into four categories, and Allegany 
County falls into the smallest category. Committee Chairman Curran asked about the students 
that are residents in the County, but licensed in a different County. Ms. Edwards stated they do 
not count; it is only for licensed drivers who reside in the County. Committee Chairman Curran 
stated, they do reside here, and can vote. Ms. Edwards stated she understands that, but 
unfortunately it’s not how the awarding process works. Committee Chairman Curran advised Ms. 
Edwards to apply and ask about the approximate 11,000 students who reside in the County. Ms. 
Edwards stated she will check into it, but is positive it will not work in our favor.  
 
2018 STOP-DWI Plan 
 

STOP-DWI Coordinator Linda Edwards requested approval of the 2018 STOP-DWI Plan. 
Ms. Edwards also requests that the Chairman of the Board be authorized to sign the Certification 
page of the plan. The plan summary is as follows: 

 
2018 STOP-DWI PLAN 

ALLEGANY COUNTY 
 

COMPONENT:     TOTALS: 
Enforcement      $  30,625 
Prosecution      $    8,625 
Court Related      $    2,000 
Probation      $    8,625 
Rehabilitation      $    1,300 
Public Information/Education    $  10,925 
Administration      $  43,763 

  TOTALS      $105,863 
 
Ms. Edwards indicated that the revenue estimates for the 2018 Program year are 

$111,500. This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Healy, seconded by 
Legislator Burt, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 

 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
  
 District Attorney Keith Slep was unable to attend the meeting but submitted his monthly 
report to the committee for review.  
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PROBATION DEPARTMENT 
 

Probation Director Robert Starks attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report 
to the committee for review. Mr. Starks stated the Allegany County Child and Family Services 
Plan (CFSP) has been approved. 
 
Typist Position 
 

Probation Director Robert Starks requested permission to fill one full-time Typist 
(AFSCME, Grade 4, Step: Base) position due to a resignation. This position is responsible for 
answering phones, responding in person to individuals who come to Probation, collecting money 
for restitution payments, fines, and fees, general filing duties as well as data entry. The annual 
salary of this position is $27,257 with benefits estimated at $12,184. This position is funded 100 
percent with County dollars. Committee Chairman Curran asked if this position is critical. Mr. 
Starks stated this person sits out front and handles phones calls and walk-ins, as well as other 
clerical duties that allow the officers to do their job. Mr. Starks continued that because the new 
phone system does not allow them to automatically forward calls, it has become complicated to 
ensure they always have phone coverage at the front desk, but they are finding a way to work 
around it. Legislator Burt asked if there is some leverage against the company who installed the 
phones and promised us a feature that we are not receiving. Committee Chairman Curran stated 
until we know more and where the exact wrong-doing lies, we don’t want to do anything yet. 
Committee Chairman Curran stated we can discuss the issue at the next Ways and Means 
Committee meeting.  

  
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES DIRECTOR, GILBERT GREEN 
 
 Director Gilbert Green was unable to attend the meeting but submitted his monthly report 
to the committee for review.  
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 
 Sheriff Rick Whitney attended the meeting and submitted his monthly reports to the 
committee for review. Sheriff Whitney stated he attended the Raise the Age roundtable in Buffalo 
with the District Attorney, but did not receive any answers that would shed light on the issue. 
Legislator Burt asked how much it costs the County to generate the $190,000 in revenue. Sheriff 
Whitney stated it depends on how you look at it. If you take our total Jail budget and divide it by 
number of beds, it’s a high figure, but because the state has a rule that forces us to have the 
same amount of staff as we do for maximum capacity, it comes out to adding a prisoner for less 
than $20 when we charge anywhere from $80 to $100. Legislator Healy asked if that rule is 
because of the design of the Jail. Sheriff Whitney stated, yes, we have to be staffed for what our 
maximum is no matter how many prisoners we have. The only way to change that would be if our 
population was down for six months and we wanted to close a pod, but even doing that, they are 
still required to keep it heated and perform maintenance, so it isn’t going to save us that much.  
 
Part-Time Typist Position  
 

The Sheriff’s Office requested permission to fill one part-time Secretary (Non-union, 
$15.48/hour) due to a resignation. This position is responsible for processing Pistol Permit 
transactions, bail transactions, and responding to initial inquiries of customers or other personnel 
seeking information from the Sheriff’s Office. This position is required to help obtain full coverage 
in the office. The amount currently budgeted for this position is $17,477, and is funded 100 percent 
with County dollars. Sheriff Whitney stated the current part-time secretary can only work limited 
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hours and on the days she cannot be there they have to move Sgt. Bentley out to cover the phone; 
however, Sgt. Bentley is not trained on pistol permits which is 85 percent of that job. Legislator 
Healy asked if there is anyone else in the office who can do pistol permits. Sheriff Whitney stated 
there are some staff members who know enough to do a little bit, but not the extensive difficult 
parts. Legislator Healy then asked if this new person will be trained in pistol permits. Sheriff 
Whitney stated, yes, they will have to be. Legislator Burt asked what the hours per week will be. 
Sheriff Whitney stated it depends on how they choose to split up the week. This request was 
approved on a motion made by Legislator Healy, seconded by Legislator LaForge, and carried. 
Refer to Ways and Means 
 
Good of the Order 
 
 Legislator Healy introduced to the committee and audience members John Ricci, who is 
running uncontested for District II Legislator and will replace current Legislator Norman 
Ungermann. 
 
 Emergency Management and Fire Director Jeff Luckey announced the Fire Expo will take 
place on Saturday, September, 9, 2017, at the Riverwalk Plaza in Wellsville.  
 
Executive Session 
 

A motion was made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator McGraw, and carried 
to enter into executive session at 11:32 a.m. to discuss a particular employee. Immediately 
following discussion at 11:51 a.m., a motion was made by Legislator Burt, seconded by Legislator 
Hopkins, and carried to end the executive session and return to the regular meeting. 

 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 11:52 a.m. following a motion by Legislator Burt, seconded by Legislator McGraw, 
and carried.  

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Meghan Washer, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


