
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
August 2, 2017 

NOT APPROVED 
 

Committee Members Present: P. Curran, D. Healy, S. Burt, J. Hopkins, C. Crandall (Absent: 
K. LaForge, A. McGraw) 

Others Present: T. Boyde, B. Budinger, D. Decker, L. Edwards, D. Fanton, K. Graves, G. 
Green, K. Hollis, R.  Hollis, K. Hooker, C. Ivers, B. Kelley, C. Knapp, T. Miner, K. 
Monroe, B. Riehle, T. Ross, R. Starks, P. Stockin, M. Washer, R. Whitney 

Media Present: B. Quinn – Wellsville Daily Reporter  

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 11:01 a.m. by Public Safety Committee 
Chairman Phil Curran. 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator Healy, and carried to 
approve the Public Safety Committee minutes for June 7, 2017. 
 

A motion was made by Legislator Healy, seconded by Legislator Hopkins, and carried to 
approve the Public Safety Committee minutes for July 5, 2017. 
 

A motion was made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator Healy, and carried to 
approve the Public Safety Committee minutes for July 10, 2017. 

 
PUBLIC DEFENDER 
  
 Public Defender Barbara Kelley attended the meeting and submitted her monthly report 
to the committee for review.  
 
4th Assistant Public Defender 
 

Public Defender Barbara Kelley requested permission to create one full-time 4th Assistant 
Public Defender under the Section IV Salary Plan. This position will provide coverage for off-
hour arraignments on a consistent basis, and it is meeting mandates of Hurrell-Herring to 
provide counsel at arraignment. The annual cost of this position is $70,000 with benefits 
estimated at $31,290. This position is funded 100 percent by the Counsel at First Appearance 
Grant. Legislator Healy asked how long we will receive the funding. Ms. Kelley stated it’s a three 
year grant. Legislator Healy then asked if we don’t receive funding after the three years, are we 
going to look at the necessity of this position. Ms. Kelley stated, yes, they would review it. 
Legislator Burt asked how she decided on the salary. Ms. Kelley stated that’s what she typically 
brings attorneys in at. Legislator Burt then asked how it compares to other counties. Ms. Kelley 
stated it’s in the middle salary range, and she is hoping to hire someone local but they also 
need to have it appealing for someone to relocate to this area. Legislator Healy stated the 
benefit to hiring outside the County is that it eliminates any conflicts. Legislator Hopkins asked if 
they are looking to hire locally because of the times they will be needed. Ms. Kelley stated, yes, 
they definitely want someone who lives in the County and is available at all times of the night. 
Committee Chairman Curran asked if there is a timeframe in which they have to respond to a 
call in the middle of the night. Ms. Kelley stated the goal is to get there as quickly as possible; 
however, if you live in Wellsville and the arraignment is in Centerville, they may have to wait for 
the person to travel. Legislator Graves questioned the training of our local justices and law 
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enforcement and how this will impact them. Ms. Kelley stated they will provide their own 
training, adding this is new to all of us, and she’s not trying to set a policy, she’s just trying to 
implement the policy of the state. Legislator Graves stated it’s important that someone work with 
law enforcement in regards to this because he’d hate to see someone get off on a technicality. 
Ms. Kelley stated she doesn’t believe it will result in a dismissal of charges if you don’t have an 
attorney present. Legislator Healy stated since there hasn’t been a problem here to begin with, 
this is just another “one program fits all areas” coming from the state. Ms. Kelley stated she 
wouldn’t agree there has been no problem, but that is not for her to decide. County 
Administrator Timothy Boyde stated Ms. Kelley has attempted to work with all aspects involved 
to try and come up with a plan, and while it hasn’t been well received by certain areas, she has 
attempted, and all we can do is provide the tools. It’s up to them whether they choose to use 
them. Legislator Healy asked if the County Administrator is on board with this and 
recommending it move forward. Mr. Boyde stated it is mandated we have a plan in effect 
January 1, and this gets us moving in the proper direction and provides us with the funding we 
need so we can look at it. Legislator Healy thanked the County staff and Ms. Kelley for staying 
on top of this as well as their hard work. Legislator Decker asked if something were to happen in 
the very northern part of the County, and the attorney on duty is in Wellsville, can this cross 
County lines if there is an attorney in the same position as ours but lives in Livingston County 
which would alleviate our attorney from traveling the full length of the County. Ms. Kelley stated 
that has not been discussed but she doesn’t see anything that would prevent an agreement like 
that from being arranged. This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Burt, 
seconded by Legislator Hopkins, and carried. Refer to Personnel to create the position and 
Ways and Means to fill the position 

 
Investigative Case Assistant  
 

Public Defender Barbara Kelly requested permission to create one full-time Investigative 
Case Assistant under the Section IV Salary Plan. This position will perform investigations as 
well as case management and social work. The annual cost of this position is $45,000 with 
benefits estimated at $20,115. This position is funded 100 percent with the Counsel at First 
Appearance Grant. Legislator Decker asked if this person will always have to be on a call as 
well as required to travel to a scene (i.e. a DWI car accident) and perform investigative work. 
Ms. Kelley stated, no, she is envisioning this person tracking reports and documents that are 
currently not, but will soon be required by the State. Legislator Hopkins asked if this person will 
solely work with the 4th Assistant. Ms. Kelley stated, no, he/she will work with everyone. 
Legislator Healy asked since we have all of this aid for the defendants is the Governor or State 
going to provide aid for the victims of these crimes, or just the defendants. Ms. Kelley stated she 
believes this grant is to improve public defense. Legislator Healy then asked if they know 
whether or not the state is going to provide aid to the victims. Ms. Kelley stated not through this 
grant, but it’s not uncommon to see an individual be a victim one weekend, and become her 
client the next, adding the problem runs deeper than separating the victim and client. Legislator 
Healy stated this is just managing the problem rather than solving it. This request was approved 
on a motion made by Legislator Healy, seconded by Legislator Hopkins, and carried. Refer to 
Personnel to create the position and Ways and Means to fill the position 

 
Second Upstate Quality Improvement and Caseload Reduction Grant 
 
 Public Defender Barbara Kelley requested permission to apply for the Second Upstate 
Quality Improvement and Caseload Reduction Grant for the amount of $300,000. This grant will 
continue to fund the Third Assistant position as well as the majority of the fringe benefits that 
were approved by Resolution No. 101-14. This request was approved on a motion made by 
Legislator Healy, seconded by Legislator Burt, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND FIRE DIRECTOR 
 
 Emergency Management and Fire Director Jeff Luckey attended the meeting and 
submitted his monthly report to the committee for review. Mr. Luckey stated the recent tornado 
has been the biggest topic of interest. The tornado happened in the Town of Allen through 
Angelica and onto West Almond. Mr. Luckey stated he has also been in touch with the National 
Weather because he believes there was a touchdown in Rushford. Legislator Hopkins asked if it 
does end up being categorized as a tornado, will that open up any funding opportunities to help 
those who had damage. Mr. Luckey stated he does not believe so because there is no public 
damage. Legislator Decker stated Erie County can get money for Hamburg and Holland, but we 
can’t get any down here. Mr. Luckey stated he isn’t aware of Erie County receiving any funds for 
it. Legislator Decker stated the state news he receives every day shows officials from the 
National Weather Service along with State Representatives and Legislators visiting Hamburg 
and Hume, and they are requesting that the Governor release FEMA funds. Legislator Decker 
continued that we still have damage from the June 15 flash food in Rushford, Hume, Centerville, 
and Houghton, that towns are still attempting to take care of, adding it is ridiculous when other 
parts of the State can get funding but Allegany County can’t. Mr. Luckey stated if FEMA does 
release funds, we are tied into that same storm which will make us eligible to receive some. 
Chairman Crandall stated there is a threshold that needs to be met, and you can have these 
types of storms hit different areas; therefore, it’s not that we are missing out on receiving funds; 
we just aren’t meeting the required threshold to qualify.  
 
STOP- DWI 
 
 STOP-DWI Coordinator Linda Edwards attended the meeting and submitted her monthly 
report to the committee for review. Ms. Edwards stated on July 11 they hosted the NYS STOP-
DWI Regional Training at Houghton College with approximately 90 in attendance. The speaker, 
Germaine Galloway, spoke on drugs and current trends. Ms. Edwards stated they gave away 45 
bicycle helmets, and had five bicycle winners from the Highway Superintendents Association. 
Ms. Edwards stated the 2017-18 New York State budget is allocating $1.6 million to the STOP-
DWI Program state-wide. Allegany County will be receiving $22,500, and it has been included in 
the 2018 Budget.  
 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
  
 District Attorney Keith Slep attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to the 
committee for review.  
 
PROBATION DEPARTMENT 
 

Probation Director Robert Starks attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report 
to the committee for review. Mr. Starks stated we have almost reached our PINS (Persons In 
Need of Supervision) level from last year, and he is confident we will exceed that number by the 
end of September. Legislator Hopkins asked if they have seen any trends as to the increase. 
Mr. Starks stated there is no real definitive reason. It all depends on what is going on with 
families and schools, adding some schools are willing to work with a child longer than another 
school who may contact them right away. The only trend Mr. Starks sees is that it slows down 
during the summer months because children are home and not being influenced as easily. Mr. 
Starks stated he just received notice that the Division of Criminal Justice Services has approved 
their 2017 Alternatives to Incarceration Service Plan application for the period of July 1, 2017, to 
June 30, 2018. This allows them to continue their Pre-Trial Release Program as well as their 
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Community Service Program. It also allows the Jail to authorize the continued use of reduced 
housing classification which reduces the cost to the Jail tremendously. 

 
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES DIRECTOR, GILBERT GREEN 
 
 Director Gilbert Green attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to the 
committee for review. Legislator Hopkins asked for more information on the State Petroleum 
Quality Program. Mr. Green stated the program is to inspect gasoline and diesel fuels sold for 
use in motor vehicles. These inspections serve to assure that fuel dispensers are properly 
labeled, and that they meet appropriate quality standards. 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 
 Sheriff Rick Whitney attended the meeting and submitted his monthly reports to the 
committee for review. Sheriff Whitney stated the garden is doing well, and they recently donated 
500 pounds of cabbage to Meals-on-Wheels. Committee Chairman Curran asked if the nine 
graduates are ready for work. Sheriff Whitney stated some of them have already been working, 
and the remaining will be worked into rotation. Sheriff Whitney thanked Legislator Healy for 
attending the graduation.  
 
FBI Antenna Site 
 

The Sheriff’s Office requested a resolution approving the Standard FBI Antenna Site 
License Agreement Renewal between the County of Allegany and the U.S. Department of 
Justice Federal Bureau of Investigation in relation to the Bureau’s use of County real property 
for the period October 1, 2016, through September 30, 2026. 
 
Renewal of the license for each successive year will be with the same terms and conditions 
except the license fee will increase by 3 percent each year as follows: 
 
 10/01/16 – 09/30/17  $1,576.82   (Approved by Res. No. 216-16 on 09/26/16) 
 10/01/17 – 09/30/18  $1,623.81 
 10/01/18 – 09/30/19  $1,672.53 
 10/01/19 – 09/30/20  $1,722.70 
 10/01/20 – 09/30/21  $1,774.38 
 10/01/21 – 09/30/22  $1,827.62 
 10/01/22 – 09/30/23  $1,882.44 
 10/01/23 – 09/30/24  $1,938.91 
 10/01/24 – 09/30/25  $1,997.09 
 10/01/25 – 09/30/26  $2,056.99 
 
 This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by 
Legislator Healy, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
 
Deputy Sheriff Position 
 
 The Sheriff’s Office requested permission to fill one full-time Deputy Sheriff (Local 3989 
Council 82 Bargaining Unit), and all subsequent vacancies created by the promotion of a 
Corrections Officer to Deputy Sheriff. This position is needed to replace a Deputy Sheriff who 
has retired. The annual cost of this position is $41,661.57 with benefits estimated at $19,614.27. 
This position is funded 100 percent with County dollars. 
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Attorney/Client Session 
 
 A motion was made by Legislator Healy, seconded by Legislator Hopkins, and carried to 
enter into attorney/client session at 11:53 a.m. Immediately following discussion at 12:17 p.m., a 
motion was made by Legislator Healy, seconded by Legislator Burt, and carried to end the 
attorney/client session and return to the regular meeting. 
 
Conflict of Interest Legal Services Agreement 
 

County Administrator Timothy Boyde requested approval to renew the existing 
agreement with Allegany/Cattaraugus County Legal Services, Inc. at a mutually agreed upon 
nominal increase in rate for the provision of services. The County desires to maintain legal 
representation in Family Court matters, including IDV Court (excluding support violations), and 
in criminal matters in County Court and local Justice Courts (excluding parole violations but 
including probation violations) for those individuals who are financially unable to obtain counsel 
(hereinafter "legal representation"), pursuant to New York State County Law Section 722, where 
there exists a conflict with the County's Public Defender Office. The County will compensate the 
Allegany/Cattaraugus County Legal Services, Inc. according to the mutually agreed upon rates 
anticipated to not exceed $235,000 per year. Mr. Boyde stated they have been operating 
without any increasing in funding, and have asked for a raise. Mr. Boyde stated they are willing 
to increase the contract by $25,000; however, there are aspects of the contract they need to be 
more diligent with. Legislator Burt stated his support for this contract renewal is contingent on 
the committee receiving written monthly reports showing the number of cases they have taken 
on as well as the number of cases they send to assigned counsel. Legislator Healy stated he 
agrees, and it’s the only reasonable way to approve it. A motion was made by Legislator 
Hopkins, seconded by Legislator Burt, and carried to approve the renewal of the existing 
agreement with Allegany/Cattaraugus County Legal Services Inc. through the end of December 
2017. Refer to Ways and Means 

 
Transfer from Contingency 
 
 It was noted that the additional $25,000 for the Legal Services contract needs to come 
from Contingency. Legislator Burt asked if there is anywhere else the money can come from. 
County Treasurer Terri Ross stated, no, not at this time. Mr. Boyde stated they would be taking 
it from another department’s budget. Legislator Graves asked if this transfer if just for the 
additional $25,000. Mr. Boyde stated, yes, the remainder of the contract has already been 
budgeted. A motion was made by Legislator Healy, seconded by Legislator Curran, and carried 
to transfer the $25,000 from A1990.4 (Contingency) to A1171.429 (Assigned Counsel).  
(Opposed: S. Burt). Refer to Ways and Means 
 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 12:20 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator 
Healy, and carried.  

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Meghan Washer, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


