
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
May 3, 2017 

NOT APPROVED 
 

Committee Members Present: P. Curran, D. Healy, S. Burt, J. Hopkins, K. LaForge, A. 
McGraw, C. Crandall (Absent: D. Healy) 

Others Present: L. Ballengee, T. Boyde, B. Budinger, D. Decker, L. Edwards, M. Evans, D. 
Fanton, K. Graves, G. Green, S. Grusendorf, K. Hollis, R.  Hollis, K. Hooker, C. Ivers, C. 
Knapp, T. Miner, K. Monroe, B. Riehle, D. Root, D. Scholes, K. Slep, R. Starks, R. 
Swarthout, M. Washer, R. Whitney 

Media Present: B. Quinn – Wellsville Daily Reporter  

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 11:03 a.m. by Public Safety Committee 
Chairman Phil Curran. 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Public Safety Committee 
Chairman Phil Curran, and carried to approve the Public Safety Committee minutes for April 5, 
2017. 

 
PUBLIC DEFENDER 
  
 Public Defender Barbara Kelley was unable to attend the meeting but submitted her 
monthly report to the committee for review.  
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND FIRE DIRECTOR 
 
 Emergency Management and Fire Director Jeff Luckey was unable to attend the meeting 
but submitted his monthly report to the committee for review.  
 
Homeland Security and Emergency Services SHSP FY2017 Grant 
 
 Emergency Management and Fire Director Jeff Luckey submitted a Memorandum of 
Explanation requesting permission to apply for the Homeland Security and Emergency Services 
SHSP FY2017 grant. This grant is from September 1, 2017, to August 31, 2020. This funding 
will support regional preparedness for the County, and the amount to be received is expected to 
be approximately the same as last year’s amount of $52,500. This money will be used to 
enhance the preparedness for the County to respond to emergency situations. Legislator Burt 
asked what it is for. Committee Chairman Phil Curran stated it’s a yearly grant for homeland 
security equipment. Legislator Burt then asked if we typically decide how to spend the money 
once we receive the funds. Committee Chairman Curran stated there is a list to choose from. 
Legislator Decker stated it is an awful lot of equipment we are getting with the same yearly 
$52,500 grant. Committee Chairman Curran agreed, and stated the other option is to not apply 
for it. Legislator Decker then asked if we need that much new equipment every year. Committee 
Chairman Curran stated there are certain parts that have to be replaced, and there are pieces of 
equipment that are used all the time that eventually wear out. Legislator Hopkins commented 
that she has seen some of the equipment purchased through these grants be used, and is 
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happy to see we have that type of equipment available to us. This request was approved on a 
motion made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator McGraw, and carried. Refer to 
Ways and Means 
 
STOP- DWI 
 
 STOP-DWI Coordinator Linda Edwards attended the meeting and submitted her monthly 
report to the committee for review. Ms. Edwards stated she recently attended the crime victim 
ceremony and was presented a certificate of appreciation for the work they do with the victim 
impact panel. Legislator Hopkins stated she was very impressed with the youth who received 
awards at the Youth Board Dinner, adding we have fine young people in Allegany County doing 
good things. Legislator Decker asked if the traveling exhibit is regional and not statewide. Ms. 
Edwards stated it is a statewide traveling exhibit, and we have eight to ten available to us that 
are moved around the state as requested. Legislator Decker commented that they are very 
impressive.  
 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
  
 District Attorney Keith Slep attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to the 
committee for review. Mr. Slep thanked the police, fireman, and lineman for their efforts during 
last week’s storm. Mr. Slep added there was a great amount of effort from all, and is thankful no 
one got hurt as it could have been a lot worse. Legislator Decker stated there was one report of 
a tornado in Centerville, NY. Mr. Slep stated that was a fake photo; there was no official report 
of a tornado. Mr. Slep continued that straight line winds do a lot of damage, and people can 
confuse that for a tornado. Legislator Decker indicated he has relatives near there that claim 
they saw a funnel cloud. Sheriff Rick Whitney stated there was never proof of a tornado. 
Legislator Graves asked for an update on the Harrell-Harring v. New York 15 NY3d 8 (2010) 
which calls for the presence of defense counsel at arraignment. Mr. Slep stated he does not 
have an update because it won’t affect him; however, the plan they did come up with was 
disliked by many justices, and he doesn’t think much is going to change.  
 
PROBATION DEPARTMENT 
 

Probation Director Robert Starks attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report 
to the committee for review. Mr. Starks stated that Legislation did pass the raise the age 
resolution. Mr. Starks discussed several important key points that follow: 

• The bill creates a new class of offender called an “adolescent offender” which is 
defined as a 16 or 17 year old who is charged with a felony. 

• The law will require that all persons under 18 be arraigned before the Youth Part 
or, if that court is not in session, the youth must be arraigned before a magistrate 
designated to act as an alternate by the Appellate Division. 

• The arraignment judge must make the defendant aware of his or her right to 
immediately start receiving probation services. 

• By October 1, 2018, all counties must provide adequate detention of alleged or 
convicted adolescent offenders in a specialized secure detention facility for older 
youth. These facilities shall be jointly regulated by OCFS and SCOC. 

• By January 1, 2020, the state will no longer be providing money for PINS 
(Persons in Need of Supervision) detention or placement PINS (Persons in Need 
of Supervision).  
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WEIGHTS AND MEASURES DIRECTOR, GILBERT GREEN 
 
 Director Gilbert Green attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to the 
committee for review.  
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 
 Sheriff Rick Whitney attended the meeting and submitted his monthly reports to the 
committee for review. Sheriff Whitney commended the 911 staff who received 422 calls over the 
course of four hours, adding that everything went smoothly. Legislator Hopkins asked of the 
sixty-six inmates released, what comes next for them now that they have served their time. 
Sheriff Whitney stated that number reflects everyone, including those that have served their 
sentence, and those who may come in at midnight but receives bail the next morning. 
Committee Chairman Phil Curran asked if we have a referral system for when they are 
released. Sheriff Whitney stated they do provide them information, and there is a drug counselor 
at the Jail; however, once they leave, they have no control over them. Mr. Starks stated if they 
are released under Probation’s supervision, they go right from jail to a treatment facility. 
Legislator Hopkins asked how the counselor is working out and if they are seeing positive 
results. Sheriff Whitney stated it’s been going well; however, they are going to lose him at the 
end of the month because he’s contracted through ACASA and is not getting enough work to 
make it worth his while. Legislator Decker asked if we could share services with bordering 
counties so cumulatively he will have enough work. Sheriff Whitney stated they probably could; 
he would just need to look into it further. Legislator Decker then asked how the latest Pill Drop 
went. Sheriff Whitney stated it was a down a little, and they received 800 pounds. Sheriff 
Whitney continued that because they have drop boxes all over the County people are dropping 
more often, rather than waiting for Pill Drop events.  
 
NYS 2016 Statewide Interoperable Communications Grant 
 
 The Sheriff’s Office requested approval to establish a capital project for the 911 
Statewide Interoperable Grant Project. The Sheriff’s Office is also requesting permission to 
accept the NYS 2016 Statewide Interoperable Communications grant in the amount of 
$911,523. The funds should be appropriated as follows: 

 
Appropriation:            Amount: 
H3026.200 (SICG-911 FY16 Statewide Interoperable Communication Grant Project)    $911,523 
 
Revenues:            Amount: 
H3026.3097.00 (State Aid – SICG – Statewide Interoperable Communications Grant)    $911,523 
 
Committee Chairman Phil Curran asked what these funds have been earmarked for.  

Sheriff Whitney stated the funds will be used for radio equipment for towers, system 
engineering, and to license additional 911 frequencies.  Legislator Burt asked if we didn’t have 
this grant, would we still be able to purchase these items. Sheriff Whitney stated this grant is 
going to complete the system we’re building, so without it we’d be at a standstill or the County 
would have to come up with the funds. Legislator Decker asked if we lost any equipment form 
the storm. Lieutenant Grusendorf stated they have six towers go to backup generators, and they 
received no complaints that the systems were not functional. This request was approved on a 
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motion made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator McGraw, and carried. Refer to 
Ways and Means 

 
Transfer of Funds 
 
 The Sheriff’s Office requested approval to transfer funds in the amount of $8,000 from 
A3020.404 (Maintenance Contract) to A3020.210 (Equipment). Originally they were going to 
contract out the maintenance at the tower sites, and did budget the full amount to do so, but 
have since decided to have the working inmates do the maintenance, and this transfer is to 
allow the purchase of necessary equipment (trailer, mowers, trimmers, etc.) so that working 
inmates can maintain grounds at tower sites. Committee Chairman Phil Curran asked if they 
really need to buy more mowers, and if there are any in the County system. Sheriff Whitney 
stated there are probably some in the County system; however, there is only one big mower at 
the Jail. Committee Chairman Curran then asked if these are small plots so a hand mower will 
suffice. Sheriff Whitney stated, yes. Committee Chairman Curran then asked for confirmation 
that we don’t already have a utility trailer. Lt. Grusendorf stated they have been using his 
personal trailer. Legislator Decker stated this is going to involve deputy manpower to supervise 
them, and asked how this is going to affect overtime or if they have part-time employees that 
can supervise. Sheriff Whitney stated if the working inmates aren’t maintaining the grounds, 
then they would be assigned to something different such as picking up garbage, so it won’t be 
adding to overtime, because they will be assigned to work somewhere. Legislator Decker then 
asked if we have vehicles to transport them. Sheriff Whitney stated, yes, they have a working 
inmate van they use to transport. This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator 
McGraw, seconded by Legislator Burt, and carried. Prepare Resolution  
 
Agenda Reports 
 
 Legislator Decker reminded the department heads to get their agenda items submitted 
on time which will help prevent multiple agenda updates and emails being sent out. Legislator 
Decker understands things come in last minute, but it puts a lot of pressure on the Clerk’s office, 
and he likes to have time to thoroughly read through the agendas as well as have time to think 
about things. 
 
Good of the Order 
 
 Clerk of the Board Brenda Rigby Riehle stated if any legislators would like to get their 
new County ID badge to please let her know, and she will provide them with the contact 
information. Legislator Hopkins asked if they have a number for those that lost power. 911 Head 
Dispatcher Randy Swarthout estimated 3,500 lost power, adding there are still some who have 
not been restored.  
 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 11:47 a.m. following a motion by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator 
McGraw, and carried.  

Respectfully submitted,  
Meghan Washer, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


