
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
April 5, 2017 

NOT APPROVED 
 

Committee Members Present: P. Curran, D. Healy, S. Burt, K. LaForge, A. McGraw (Absent: 
J. Hopkins, C. Crandall) 

Others Present: L. Ballengee, L. Edwards, M. Evans, D. Fanton, K. Graves, S. Grusendorf, K. 
Hollis, R.  Hollis, C. Ivers, C. Knapp, J. Luckey, T. Miner, T. Ross, D. Scholes, R. Starks, 
R. Swarthout, M. Washer, R. Whitney 

Media Present: B. Quinn – Wellsville Daily Reporter  

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 11:01 a.m. by Public Safety Committee 
Chairman Phil Curran. 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Legislator Healy, seconded by Public Safety Committee 
Chairman Phil Curran, and carried to approve the Public Safety Committee minutes for March 1, 
2017, with the following amendment: 

   
Change: “from 4 percent to 32 percent: 
To: “from four to thirty-two” 
 

PUBLIC DEFENDER 
  
 Public Defender Barbara Kelley was unable to attend the meeting but submitted her 
monthly report to the committee for review.  
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND FIRE DIRECTOR 
 
 Emergency Management and Fire Director Jeff Luckey attended the meeting and 
submitted his monthly report to the committee for review. Mr. Luckey stated the recent wind 
storm we had followed up by winter storm Stella didn’t have as big an impact on Allegany 
County as was anticipated. Rochester, NY, was the nearest city with the biggest impact from the 
storms. Mr. Luckey continued that he found out last week New York State is going to be 
declared an emergency as result of the storm, and they are looking into whether or not they will 
meet the $173,000 threshold under Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to get 
some funds back to cover any overtime costs incurred during the three day event. Mr. Luckey 
addressed the tractor trailer accident that occurred Tuesday, April 4, on I-86. Mr. Luckey stated 
paint thinner for an auto body industry was being hauled, and Cuba and Friendship hazmat 
teams performed the initial containment. Mr. Luckey continued that the container did open but 
there was minimal exposure, and the majority of the highway being closed was due to them 
having to remove 22,000 pounds by hand. Legislator Burt asked what the cause of the accident 
was. Mr. Luckey stated driver distraction. Legislator LaForge asked if they employ some sort of 
rotational system on who gets the record call for the hazmat clean up. 911 Head Dispatcher 
Randy Swarthout stated it depends on what the request is and what the circumstances are, 
adding a lot of times it’s called in by law enforcement and whoever can handle the type of load 
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will get the record. Legislator Healy asked how big the spill was. Mr. Luckey stated he hasn’t 
received the final report, but the spill was very minimal with no environmental impact.   
 
STOP- DWI 
 
 STOP-DWI Coordinator Linda Edwards attended the meeting and submitted her monthly 
report to the committee for review. Ms. Edwards stated the Top Cop Dinner went very well with 
56 in attendance, and Officer PJ Sherman was recognized as the 2017 Top Cop. Legislator 
Healy stated Ms. Edwards did an outstanding job with the program, and he was glad to be in 
attendance at the dinner. Ms. Edwards added that Cattaraugus County Patrolman Ryan Aylor 
with Olean City Police Department will be receiving an award this year from Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving (MADD).  
 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
  
 District Attorney Keith Slep was unable to attend the meeting but submitted his monthly 
report to the committee for review.  
 
PROBATION DEPARTMENT 
 

Probation Director Robert Starks attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report 
to the committee for review. Mr. Starks stated the Interlock Ignition Report was favorable for 
them, and discussed a few of the minor issues that were found. Mr. Starks stated they are being 
told to ask individuals that own motorcycles to get rid of them because you can’t install an 
interlock ignition system on them. Mr. Starks continued that if the individual refuses, they will let 
the Courts know, but is unsure what they would do about it. Public Safety Committee Chairman 
Phil Curran asked what would happen if a person in this program borrowed someone else’s car 
and got in trouble again, and whether or not it falls back on the vehicle owner. Mr. Starks stated 
if an individual lives with a family member, they are required to sign an affidavit that does not 
allow the person to operate their vehicle; therefore, if they then let the individual use the vehicle 
and they got in trouble, the family member could get arrested.  

 
Raise the Age Resolution  
 
 Probation Director Robert Starks requested that the committee support a resolution 
urging New York State to fund Probation Departments, other impacted County Departments and 
agencies the full costs associated with raising the age of criminal responsibility to 18 years of 
age. Governor Cuomo signed Executive Order 131 on April 9, 2014, to establish the 
Commission on Youth, Public Safety and Justice instructing the Commission to develop a 
concrete plan to raise the age of criminal responsibility in New York State and make specific 
recommendations on how the juvenile and criminal justice systems can better serve youth, 
improve outcomes, and protect communities. The Commission completed its report on 
December 31, 2014, recommending  raising the age  of criminal responsibility from age 16 to 
age 18 over a two year period to be completed in a phased in approach. The Division of 
Criminal Justice Statistics reveal the number of arrests among 16 and 17 year olds statewide in 
calendar year 2015 was 27,281, and that under the proposed change, these youth will now be 
shifted from the criminal courts to local Probation Departments for intake and diversion services. 
The Governor's proposal recommends that the violation level offenses of Harassment, 2nd 
Degree, and Disorderly Conduct shall also be diverted to Probation Departments for intake and 
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adjustment services, thus adding substantially to the workload of Probation staff. The 
Governor's proposal recommends Probation Departments provide a continuum of diversion 
services that range from minimal intervention for low risk youth and evidence based service for 
high risk youth. Probation Departments will not be able to absorb the influx of youth requiring 
intake and diversion services at current staffing levels, and will require additional staff to perform 
these duties. These added burdens to county Probation Departments come as the state share 
of probation costs has fallen from 46.5 percent in 1990 to 9 percent in 2016. Other county 
departments and agencies may be similarly affected by the increase in the age of criminal 
responsibility in areas that range from juvenile detention to community support services, and do 
not have alternative sources of income to support the cost of additional responsibilities and 
services. Counties cannot absorb the financial cost associated with raising the age without 100 
percent funding of the additional staff and services required by the Governor's proposal. The 
funding proposal stipulates that only counties  who  do  not exceed  the 2 percent tax cap and  
can demonstrate to the Division of Budget that funding related services is a fiscal hardship  may  
apply  for  a waiver  of the local share requirement  of an expense otherwise incurred. The 
resolution should insist that the State  Legislature  enact  legislation  that  fully, permanently, 
and unambiguously obligates the State to pay for 100 percent of  all  new  costs  incurred  by  
Probation Departments, other county departments, and agencies affected by raising the age of 
criminal responsibility. Language should be included to set aside designated funds from which 
Counties can draw, eliminating the need for Counties to exceed their 2 percent tax cap. This 
request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Healy, seconded by Legislator McGraw, 
and carried. Prepare Resolution to come off the floor at April 10 Board meeting 

 
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES DIRECTOR, GILBERT GREEN 
 
 Director Gilbert Green attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to the 
committee for review. Legislator LaForge asked what all is checked with bulk tanks. Mr. Green 
stated they fill it with water at different increments to make sure it reads correctly when the truck 
driver picks it up, adding if it’s a new tank they fill it to the top. Legislator LaForge then asked if 
they are infringing on Ag and Markets with that process. Mr. Green stated no they aren’t on that 
side of Ag and Markets. Legislator Burt asked how long it takes to check a bulk tank. Mr. Green 
stated depending on the size, it can take five to six hours. Legislator Burt then asked what Mr. 
Green does when he isn’t checking tanks. Mr. Green stated paperwork, and driving around to 
look for new places that haven’t reported to him, adding most of them are pretty good about it, 
but he still has some that don’t report. Committee Chairman Curran asked if a new store opens 
up and needs a permit, does that information get sent to Weights and Measures. Mr. Green 
stated no the information does not; he usually finds out through word of mouth that a store has a 
scale with no sticker. Committee Chairman Curran suggested sending letters to the towns to 
inquire about new stores. Mr. Green stated the Cuba Patriot always has a list of new businesses 
so he makes sure to check and see if any pertain to him.  
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 
 Sheriff Rick Whitney attended the meeting and submitted his monthly reports to the 
committee for review. Committee Chairman Curran congratulated Undersheriff Kevin Monroe on 
his recent achievement of earning the designation of Certified Homeland Protection 
Professional (CHPP). Legislator Burt asked what Sheriff Whitney’s take away is when he 
presents to students on the legal consequences of underage drinking. Sheriff Whitney stated 
they are always well engaged and ask good questions. 
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New York State SFY 2016-2017 Police Protective Equipment Program (PPEP) Grant 
 
 The Sheriff’s Office requested permission to accept and appropriate funds in the amount 
of $7,207 for the New York State SFY 2016-2017 Police Protective Equipment Program 
(PPEP). The application for this grant was approved by Resolution #255-16, and the money will 
be used to purchase firearms and protective equipment as listed on the attached budged sheet. 
The funds should be appropriated as follows: 
 
 Appropriation:        Amount: 
 A3110.208  Sheriff –Equipment      $7,207 
 
 Revenue:         Amount: 
 A3110.3316.3110 Sheriff – Protective Gear    $7,207 
 
 Legislator Burt asked what happens with the old firearms when they are replaced with 
new. Sheriff Whitney stated they either trade them in or the officers that carried them are offered 
to purchase them for the trade in value. This request was approved on a motion made by 
Legislator Burt, seconded by Legislator McGraw, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
 
Homeland Security and Emergency Services (Mutualink) Contract 
 
 The Sheriff’s Office requested permission to renew the contract with New York State 
Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services (Mutualink) for the E-911 Dispatch 
Center for a period extending to January 31, 2018. Sheriff Whitney stated they supply the 
software and hardware so if a major event happens they could send video and pictures to the 
state through the 911 Center. This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator 
Healy, seconded by Legislator LaForge, and carried. Prepare Resolution  
 
Garden Tractor 
 
 The Sheriff’s Office requested permission to accept the gift of an electric garden tractor 
from Alfred State College for use by the Working Inmate Program at the County Jail. Sheriff 
Whitney stated they had a greenhouse for students, and when they initially got the tractor it had 
a gasoline engine and they did not want to run it in the greenhouse because of the fumes, so 
they converted it to an electric tractor, but they no longer use it and would like to donate it. 
Legislator LaForge asked how fast and how far the tractor travels. Sheriff Whitney stated on a 
full charge if they are just cultivating they would get one to two hours. If they are just hauling a 
trailer with vegetables they would get three to four hours. This request was approved on a 
motion made by Legislator McGraw, seconded by Legislator Healy, and carried. Prepare 
Resolution  
 
 New York State Division of Criminal Justice Service Narcotics Grant 
 
 The Sheriff’s Office requested permission to re-appropriate unspent funds in the amount 
of $3,832 from the 2016 New York State Division of Criminal Justice Service Narcotics Grant. 
The Allegany County Narcotics Unit initially received $37,500. The funds should be re-
appropriated as follows: 
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 Appropriation:        Amount: 
 A3111.208      Sheriff – Drug Program (Equipment)  $2,026 
 A3111.408      Sheriff – Drug Program (Contractual Expenses)  $1,806 
          Total: $3,832 
 
 Revenue:         Amount: 
 A3111.3324.DCJS       Sheriff – Drug Program – Narcotics Grant  $3,832 
  
 This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Healy, seconded by 
Legislator McGraw, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
  
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 11:39 a.m. following a motion by Legislator Burt, seconded by Legislator McGraw, 
and carried.  

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Meghan Washer, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


