
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
March 1, 2017 

AMENDED 
 

Committee Members Present: D. Healy, J. Hopkins, K. LaForge, C. Crandall (Absent: S. Burt, 
P. Curran, A. McGraw) 

Others Present: L. Ballengee, T. Boyde, B. Budinger, D. Decker, L. Edwards, K. Graves, S. 
Grusendorf, K. Hollis, R.  Hollis, K. Hooker, C. Ivers, C. Knapp, T. Miner, K. Monroe, B. 
Riehle, D. Root, T. Ross, D. Scholes, K. Slep, R. Starks, R. Swarthout, M. Washer, R. 
Whitney 

Media Present: B. Quinn – Wellsville Daily Reporter  

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 11:04 a.m. by Public Safety Committee Vice- 
Chairman Dwight “Mike” Healy. 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Legislator LaForge, seconded by Chairman Crandall, and carried 
to approve the Public Safety Committee minutes for February 2, 2017.   

 
PUBLIC DEFENDER 
  
 Public Defender Barbara Kelley was unable to attend the meeting but submitted her 
monthly report to the committee for review.  
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND FIRE DIRECTOR 
 
 Emergency Management and Fire Director Jeff Luckey attended the meeting and 
submitted his monthly report to the committee for review. Mr. Luckey stated they recently had 
an audit by Homeland Security. The final report has not been received, but they had a good exit 
interview and were very pleased with their findings.  
 
Re-Appropriation of Unspent Grant Funds Contract #: C969150 
 
 Emergency Management and Fire Director Jeff Luckey requested a resolution to re-
appropriate unspent 2016 grant funds in the amount of $47,891. The funds should be re-
appropriated as follows: 
 
Appropriation:                    Amount: 
 
A3656.207 Homeland Security Equipment               $40,000 
A3656.207 Homeland Security Equipment (PPE and Related Equipment)           $  5,610 
A3656.207 Homeland Security Equipment (Tactical Medical Gear Bags)           $  1,500 
A3656.416 Homeland Security Equipment (Sustain Directors Cell Phone)           $     781 
         Total:            $47,891  
 
Revenue:                               Amount: 
A3656.3306.EM15 State Aid – 2015 HS SHSP #C969150             $47,891 
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 This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator LaForge, seconded by 
Legislator Hopkins, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
 
Re-Appropriation of Unspent Grant Funds Contract #: C969160 
 
 Emergency Management and Fire Director Jeff Luckey requested a resolution to re-
appropriate unspent 2016 grant funds in the amount of $52,500. The funds should be re-
appropriated as follows: 
 
Appropriation:                    Amount: 
 
A3659.207 Homeland Security Equipment (Portable Radio Repeaters)            $46,500 
A3659.207 Homeland Security Equipment (PPE and Related Equipment)           $  5,000 
A3659.416 Homeland Security Equipment (Sustain Directors Cell Phone)           $  1,000 
         Total:            $52,500  
 
Revenue:                               Amount: 
 
A3656.3306.EM16 State Aid – 2016 HS SHSP #C969160             $52,500 
 
 This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by 
Legislator LaForge, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
 
STOP- DWI 
 
 STOP-DWI Coordinator Linda Edwards attended the meeting and submitted her monthly 
report to the committee for review. Ms. Edwards stated they held the quarterly Victim Impact 
Panel on February 21, 2017, and 55 were scheduled to attend, but only 44 showed up. Ms. 
Edwards indicated the courts have been notified, and they are waiting to hear how they will 
handle the individuals who did not show up. Ms. Edwards stated the Top Cop dinner will be held 
on March 30, 2017. Ms. Edwards distributed the 2016 STOP-DWI annual report to committee 
members. Ms. Edwards stated there were 256 arrests in 2016, which is up 33 percent. Ms. 
Edwards went on to say the number of female arrests remained the same, but the number of 
male arrests increased significantly. There is no indicator as to the increase in arrests, but they 
will continue to educate, and hope to see the number decrease in 2017. County Administrator 
Tim Boyde asked if there were any statistics on repeat offenders. Ms. Edwards stated yes, 
repeat offenders were up dramatically from four to thirty-two. Public Safety Committee Vice-
Chairman Mike Healy asked if there were any statistics on how many arrests were drug related. 
Ms. Edwards stated she does not collect that data. Her numbers are strictly for alcohol related 
arrests. Legislator Hopkins stated the age range of male arrests, 25 to 29 years old, increased 
from 18 percent to 25 percent, and asked if this percentage increase was for the entire year or 
just during the special holiday stops. Ms. Edwards stated that percentage increase is for the 
entire year. Legislator LaForge asked if there is any type of preemptive discussion should 
recreational marijuana be approved by certain forces in the state. Ms. Edwards stated she is not 
aware of any at this moment. She knows the topic is under discussion, but whether STOP-DWI 
or other areas would look to address it, she is unaware of.  
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
  
 District Attorney Keith Slep attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to the 
committee for review. Mr. Slep addressed Legislator LaForge’s question regarding recreational 
marijuana and stated the District Attorney’s Association has a committee that is headed by 
Joseph McCormack, Esq., and this is a big topic for them. Mr. Slep went on to say the problem 
with marijuana is that there is no blood standard like you have with DWI’s, but they are working 
hard to get a standard set in place for driving under the influence of marijuana. 
 
PROBATION DEPARTMENT 
 

Probation Director Robert Starks attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report 
to the committee for review. Mr. Starks stated he spoke with 10 to 12 students at the Alfred 
University job fair regarding future internships. Committee Vice-Chairman Healy asked how the 
Youth Court Board is going. Mr. Starks stated they have had two to three hearings; things are 
going well, and the process is working as it should be.  

 
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES DIRECTOR, GILBERT GREEN 
 
 Director Gilbert Green was unable to attend the meeting but submitted his monthly 
report to the committee for review.  
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 
 Sheriff Rick Whitney attended the meeting and submitted his monthly reports to the 
committee for review. Sheriff Whitney stated they recently had another ICE (U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement) inspection, and they were very impressed with the facility. Legislator 
Hopkins asked how often they have these inspections. Sheriff Whitney stated it depends, but 
ICE (U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement) typically comes in once a year. Legislator 
Hopkins then asked if the inspections are surprise or scheduled. Sheriff Whitney stated they are 
scheduled, and were also just notified that the State will be coming at the end of the month for 4 
days. Legislator Decker asked if the State or Federal government receive the same reports that 
are submitted to the committee. Sheriff Whitney stated they only see the Daily Population 
Report. Legislator Hopkins asked how prevalent the elder abuse problem is in our County. 
Sheriff Whitney stated they see financial abuse as well as the person not taking care of his or 
herself being the biggest problem. District Attorney Keith Slep stated he receives two to three 
notifications a month, but they aren’t typically criminal based. Sheriff Whitney stated he attended 
the slow moving vehicle symposium in Syracuse and found out Allegany County is above the 
rest of the state with our solutions in working on the slow moving vehicle problem. Sheriff 
Whitney continued that Ardent Solutions Associate Director Helen Evans gave a good 
presentation, and they were very impressed with Allegany County. Committee Vice-Chairman 
Healy asked about the pheasant program. Sheriff Whitney stated it’s going well, and they will be 
ordering their first batch of pheasants in March. Committee Vice-Chairman Healy asked how 
many birds they anticipate raising this year. Sheriff Whitney stated they ordered 750 pheasants 
per batch. Legislator Decker asked if they distribute them County wide. Sheriff Whitney stated 
yes, they have places all over the County that they release them. Sheriff Whitney went on to say 
that the Allegany County Pheasant Committee will go out to look at the land and make sure it’s 
a good habitat for pheasants and allows open hunting. Legislator Root asked what specific work 
is done by the Sheriff’s Office. Sheriff Whitney stated the inmates do all of the work with raising, 
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feeding, cleaning, and moving them around. Legislator Hopkins asked if the new E-911 
operators are making a difference in the Dispatch Center. Head Dispatcher Randy Swarthout 
stated they are definitely seeing a positive difference. The schedule is much more stable, and 
they are no longer getting into the overtime as previously seen. Committee Vice-Chairman 
Healy asked how their office space is, and looking forward are there any anticipated needs. Mr. 
Swarthout stated the Dispatch Center is adequate, but there are some areas where space is 
tight so they are using two open office spaces that are not currently in use by employees. 
Committee Vice-Chairman Healy asked if they are looking into leasing vehicles through the 
Enterprise program. Sheriff Whitney stated he has been working with County Administrator Tim 
Boyde, and they have ordered four vehicles - three for the Sheriff’s Office and one for the 
District Attorney. County Administrator Tim Boyde stated overall they have ten vehicles ordered, 
and the annual projected price for nine of the ten vehicles is $63,000. Mr. Boyde went on to say 
they will be over what was originally budgeted for the Fleet Management Program, but leasing 
some of the Sheriff’s Office vehicles, we’re able to move that fleet forward a little better and 
replace them so we aren’t running them to the ground. Legislator Graves asked if this is a whole 
new lease program. Mr. Boyde stated this will be through the Enterprise program, and they were 
able to include the police interceptors. Mr. Boyde continued that this will allow us to hand over 
our stock a little easier, and more beneficial without as many strings attached as there would 
have been if we piggybacked the Wellsville Village Police program and lease through Ford. 
Legislator Decker asked if this will still decrease the size of the fleet. Mr. Boyde stated we 
currently have 88 vehicles, and the starting goal is to get that number down by 8. Legislator 
Decker asked if the 88 vehicles include the Sheriff’s Office. Mr. Boyde stated that number is all 
of our vehicles. Committee Vice-Chairman Healy thanked Mr. Boyde, County Treasurer Terri 
Ross, and everyone else involved in the Fleet Management Program for their hard work in 
reducing costs and saving County taxpayer dollars.   
 
ACT II Batterer’s Grant 
 
 Sheriff Rick Whitney requested a resolution to accept and appropriate $398 in user fees 
for the ACT II Batterer’s Program. The funds should be appropriated as follows: 
 
 Appropriation:         Amount: 
 A3117.449    ACT II Batterer’s Program – Contractual Expenses  $398 
 
 Revenue:         Amount: 
 A3117.2260.00  ACT II Batterer’s Program – Public Safety for Other Govts $398 
 
 This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by 
Legislator LaForge, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means  
 
Re-Appropriation of Unspent 2016 Grant Funds  
 
 Sheriff Rick Whitney requested a resolution to re-appropriate unspent funds in the 
amount of $16,280 from the 2016 ACT II Batterer’s Program. The funds should be re-
appropriated as follows:  
 
 Appropriation:                   Amount: 
 A3117.449 ACT II Batterer’s Program – Contractual Expenses            $16,280 
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 Revenue:                   Amount: 
 A15.599.00 Appropriated Fund Balance                $16,280 
  
 This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator LaForge, seconded by 
Legislator Hopkins, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
 
Re-Appropriation of Unspent 2015 LETPP Grant Funds 
 
 Sheriff Rick Whitney requested a resolution to re-appropriate unspent funds in the 
amount of $12,000 from the 2015 LETPP Homeland Security Grant. The funds should be re-
appropriated as follows:  
 
 Appropriation:                   Amount: 
 A3654.210 Homeland Security – Equipment               $12,000 
 
 Revenue:                   Amount: 
 A3654.3306.SH15 Homeland Security – State Aid-2015 HS LETPP #T969152              $12,000 
 
 Legislator Decker asked what these funds will be used for. Lieutenant Shawn 
Grusendorf stated the funds will go towards uniforms. This request was approved on a motion 
made by Legislator LaForge, seconded by Legislator Hopkins, and carried. Refer to Ways and 
Means 
 
Re-Appropriation of Unspent 2016 LETPP Grant Funds 
 
 Sheriff Rick Whitney requested a resolution to re-appropriate unspent funds in the 
amount of $14,998 from the 2016 LETPP Homeland Security Grant. The funds should be re-
appropriated as follows:  
 
 Appropriation:                   Amount: 
 A3657.210 Homeland Security – Equipment               $14,998 
 
 Revenue:                   Amount: 
 A3654.3306.SH16 Homeland Security – State Aid-2016 HS LETPP #T969162              $14,998 
 
 This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by 
Legislator LaForge, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
 
Upgrades to County Courthouse Complex  
 
 County Treasurer Terri Ross requested a resolution to create and fund a capital project 
for various public safety upgrades and access points to the County Courthouse Complex in the 
amount of $50,000. The funds for 2017 should be transferred from A1990.429 (Contingency) to 
H1631.200 (Capital Project – Building Safety Upgrades). This request was approved on a 
motion made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator LaForge, and carried. Refer to 
Ways and Means  
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Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 11:37 a.m. following a motion by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator 
LaForge, and carried.  

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Meghan Washer, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


