
 

 

PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
September 20, 2017 

Not Approved 
 
Members Present: D. Root, C. Jessup, M. Healy, J. Hopkins, K. LaForge, P. Stockin, C. Crandall 
 
Others Present: T. Boyde, K. Dirlam, D. Fanton, K. Graves, R. Hollis, R. Lynch, T. Miner, J. Ricci, 

B. Riehle, T. Ross, M. Washer, N. Ungermann 
 
Media Present: C. Dutton – Cuba Patriot 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 2:02 p.m. by Planning & Economic 

Development Committee Chairman Debra Root. 

Approval of Minutes 
 

A motion was made by Legislator Healy, seconded by Legislator Stockin, and carried to 
approve the Planning & Economic Development Committee minutes for August 16, 2017. 
 
Economic Development/Industrial Development Agency 
 
 Allegany County Economic and Industrial Development Agency Executive Director Craig 
Clark was unable to attend the meeting as he is meeting with Site Selectors in Toronto, but 
submitted his monthly report to the committee for review. The Crossroads and Waterline Projects 
continue to progress along a schedule that Dr. Clark is comfortable with. Legislator Healy asked if 
we continue to maintain inventory of business locations that are currently not occupied or are up for 
sale as well as vacant properties that might be suitable for manufacturing or other development. 
Legislator Ungermann stated he was hoping Dr. Clark would be attending the meeting to discuss 
Farnsworth’s Cookies planning to close their doors on December 29, and the 50 plus jobs that will 
be lost, adding that we best be looking at how we can help them. Employment and Training Director 
Reita Sobeck-Lynch stated they have a meeting scheduled with the employees on November 3, 
2017. Legislator Ungermann stated the sad thing is that we invested a lot of money so they could 
expand, and it was done at a time when they probably should have looked elsewhere to expand, 
but here they are, a little family owned business who just continued to grow and grow, and we need 
to be cognizant of what’s going to happen to those people. Chairman Crandall stated he has had 
conversations about things that could be done to prevent those types of sudden announcements. 
Legislator LaForge stated his understanding is that it has to do with minimum wage increasing in 
New York State after the first of the year, and a much lower minimum wage rate in Pennsylvania 
coupled with a much lower comp rate in Pennsylvania; therefore, not only do we need to be 
concerned for those people, we need to see if we have any similar situations that may come up and 
slap us in the face. Legislator Healy stated the cost of labor could directly and indirectly affect us. 
Legislator LaForge added that it just leaves New York at a further disadvantage.  
 
Planning Director, Kier Dirlam 

 
 Planning Director Kier Dirlam attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to 
the committee for review. Mr. Dirlam stated the Broadband Project is complete from a financial 
standpoint, and the equipment has been installed on the 911 Towers. Mr. Dirlam distributed to 
the committee a ConnectNY Propagation Study map and stated that approximately 12,513 
residential addresses, 418 businesses, 128 community anchors which include 14 schools, 3 
colleges, 12 libraries, 25 medical or healthcare providers, 27 public safety entities, 47 “other” 
anchors are being served. Committee Chairman Root stated she thinks it’s exciting news, and 
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she has been contacted by a last mile provider who says she is eligible for service. Mr. Dirlam 
stated the Park & Ride Project is in full swing and the new driveway should be completed by 
September 22, and the contractor indicated that the completion is still scheduled for October 31. 
County Administrator Timothy Boyde asked for the total cost of the project as well as the County 
share. Mr. Dirlam stated the total cost is approximately $860,000, and 80 percent is federal 
funding through the Federal Transit Administration, 10 percent is state funds through the 
Department of Transportation, and 10 percent is local match. The vast majority of the local match 
came from the value of the property leaving the cash match virtually nothing. Mr. Dirlam stated at 
the most recent NYSAC Conference, he was made aware that the County will have to get involved 
with reviewing addresses for the Census Bureau this coming winter and spring. Legislator Stockin 
asked if what the County is involved with covers the towns as well. Mr. Dirlam stated it will be a 
collaborative effort to ensure we have the correct data. Committee Chairman Root asked how 
they go about this project. Mr. Dirlam stated the initial work is done on the computer, and from 
there it’s a lot of field work. Committee Chairman Root then asked what the deadline is. Mr. Dirlam 
stated they will release the addresses in February, and from there they have 120 days to review 
them, adding every 10 years we have local involvement, and we need to make sure to get it right 
because it affects our ability to get grants and other sources of funding.  
 
Tourism 
  
 Greater Allegany Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Gretchen Hanchett attended 
the meeting and submitted her monthly report to the committee for review. Ms. Hanchett stated 
they are beginning to work with businesses to put together tourism packages that make visiting 
Allegany County easier for our visitors. Ms. Hanchett stated the camera has been to several 
different events throughout the summer, and will be set up at Civil War Week. Ms. Hanchett stated 
she recently attended the Erie Fair; however, she did not see as many people come through as 
in the past. Ms. Hanchett also attended the State Fair and stated that it’s very beneficial for them 
to be there, and the guides don’t get out without them there. Legislator Healy asked if the 
attendance was higher, and Ms. Hanchett stated, yes, significantly. Ms. Hanchett stated she 
attended the Swain Swamp Stomp, and there was approximately 600 in attendance, and most 
were coming from Erie, Buffalo, and Rochester areas. Ms. Hanchett stated that the Cuba Garlic 
Festival had record numbers with over 4,500 in attendance on Saturday, adding that 65 percent 
of those she spoke with were from out of the area.  
 
Employment and Training 
 

Employment and Training Director Reita Sobeck-Lynch attended the meeting and 
submitted her monthly report to the committee for review. Ms. Lynch stated that the Summer 
Youth Employment Program spent over $31,000 in wages and supportive services. The TANF 
Summer Youth Employment Program still has three placed through the end of the month, and 
they have spent $83,000 in wages throughout the County. Legislator Healy stated these funds 
are not County dollars. Ms. Lynch stated, no, they have not used any County funds received in 
their budget. County Treasurer Terri Ross stated most are state funded. Ms. Lynch stated there 
have been 37 veterans YTD in front door traffic. Ms. Lynch stated she recently attended the 
Western NY Regional Business Services Team, and Steve Tucker from the Workforce Training 
Center attended as well, announcing they will be opening in September 2018 and hope to train 
people in advanced manufacturing and energy. They are partnering with Erie and Alfred State 
College, and he has a phone conversation scheduled with Dr. Clark next week. Business After 
Hours will be held at the Wellsville Chamber of Commerce from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and the 
presentation will be on the New York State Paid Family Leave Program.  
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Adjournment 
 

There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 2:40 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Stockin, seconded by Legislator Hopkins, 
and carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Meghan Washer, Secretary to Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 
 


