
    PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
April 19, 2017 
Not Approved 

 
Members Present: D. Root, M. Healy, J. Hopkins, C. Jessup, K. LaForge, C. Crandall   
 
Others Present: L. Ballengee, T. Boyde, B. Budinger, D. Decker, K. Dirlam, D. Fanton, K. 

Graves, G. Hanchett, K. Hollis, R.  Hollis, C. Knapp, R. Lynch, T. Miner, B. Riehle, T. 
Ross, N. Ungermann, M. Washer 

 
Media Present: Brian Quinn - Wellsville Daily Reporter, B. Clark – Olean Times Herald  
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Planning & Economic 

Development Committee Chairman Debra Root. 

Approval of Minutes 
 

A motion was made by Legislator Jessup, seconded by Legislator Hopkins, and carried 
to approve the Planning & Economic Development Committee minutes for March 15, 2017. 
 
Economic Development/Industrial Development Agency 
 
 Allegany County Economic and Industrial Development Agency Executive Director Craig 
Clark attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to the committee for review. Dr. 
Clark stated he thought the GE Lufkin facility would be completely cleaned out within the next 
two weeks, but heard recently it won’t happen until the beginning of May, adding GE does not 
want to transfer the facility to the Industrial Development Agency until it’s completely cleaned. 
Legislator Healy asked if the IDA will have it inspected. Dr. Clark stated that is something they 
should have done before taking title to the building. Legislator Graves asked how this delay 
affects the marketing of the building, and could we lose any potential investors. Dr. Clark stated 
no, it will not affect anything negatively. The company they are currently in negotiations with are 
fine with the timeline. Dr. Clark stated they are planning for Select USA, and will be working with 
Empire State Development. Dr. Clark continued that he plans to change the way he handles 
business there, and will make sure things are set up before they arrive so they can get the most 
out of their meetings. Dr. Clark stated he recently attended a Site Selectors event, and there is a 
site selector interested in working with the ceramics school. Dr. Clark stated the EDA Bioenergy 
project continues to progress. There is a meeting set in the near future to develop a partnership 
with Siemens. Dr. Clark continued that through Senator Cathy Young, they received the $3.1 
million grant to build the Bioenergy Development and Commercialization Center Building, and 
they are in the final phases of applying for a $1.5 million POWER + ARC grant for coal-impacted 
communities, as well as a $3.25 million grant for the Bioenergy Development and 
Commercialization Center facility. Legislator Ungermann asked if Siemen’s is willing to put any 
money or in-kind services into this project. Dr. Clark stated they are talking with Siemens about 
a donation of their controls. He has received word that they are very interested in the project, 
and they plan to ask for money in addition to in-kind services. Legislator Ungermann asked 
where they plan to build the pressure vessels. Dr. Clark stated they haven’t been designed yet, 
but they would like to have them built locally. Legislator Graves asked if these grants are 
competitive, and if so, what the chances are of Allegany County receiving the funds.  Dr. Clark 
stated they are in a pool of competing, but Allegany County has made it to the final round, and 
he feels strongly that we have well over a 50 percent chance of receiving the funds.  Legislator 
Graves then asked if the facility will be located in Wellsville. Dr. Clark stated right now they are 
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talking about Almond, NY, adding Almond Aggregates, has offered up a building at no cost. Dr. 
Clark went on to say he continues to talk with the Crossroads developer, and they are looking at 
developing the Truck Stop. Dr. Clark stated they are continuing to talk with Friendship regarding 
the availability of water, and he is working with them to get a commitment. Legislator Healy 
stated he spoke with Governor Cuomo’s Regional Representative Lori Cornell about the 
possibility of getting some funding from the State for this project. Legislator Healy asked 
Planning Director Kier Dirlam to forward Ms. Cornell a copy of the water and sewer plan. 
Legislator Decker asked if they will be able to run water this year. Dr. Clark stated they are 
getting close, but it is their hope to still get it done this year. Legislator Decker then asked if they 
found any leaks in the village system. Dr. Clark stated at first they thought it was the tank, but 
have since confirmed it wasn’t; however, they do still have a significant amount of water loss 
daily, and they don’t know where it’s coming from. Legislator Healy stated the good news for our 
project is that any line we build today won’t be subject to those kinds of problems. Dr. Clark 
stated the 76 West Clean Energy Business competition will have business plan presentations 
hosted in Alfred this summer, and they are looking forward to the great PR it will be for our 
County. Committee Chairman Deb Root asked who will be hosting it. Dr. Clark stated they 
haven’t decided yet if they will have it at Alfred State or Alfred University.  
 
Planning Director, Kier Dirlam 

 
 Planning Director Kier Dirlam attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to 
the committee for review. Mr. Dirlam stated the Planning Board will meet April 19, 2017, at the 
Crossroads Center at 7:00 p.m., and they will continue to work on a training session with a 
company called General Code for the May meeting. This training will be beneficial to lawyers as 
well as town and village officials who are looking at how to deal with updating their regular laws 
and/or zoning. Mr. Dirlam stated the village and town of Wellsville are moving forward with 
approving their Comprehensive School Plan. A public hearing will be held on May 10, 2017, at 
the Village Hall, and they will hopefully do the approvals together. Mr. Dirlam continued that 
New York State is holding a session Thursday, April 20, 2017, from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the 
Short Track Fire Hall on the Unit Management Plan. This session will address the plan for all of 
the state forests in the County. Legislator Ungermann stated New Hudson has a lot of state 
forests, and always has a problem maintaining the roads, and asked if they have been invited to 
this session, and if it will touch on maintaining the roads. Mr. Dirlam stated it’s the plan for the 
next ten years on how to deal with the forests, so he believes how to deal with the roads will be 
part of that. Legislator Ungermann asked if all of the towns have been notified. Mr. Dirlam stated 
he sent a notice out, and it’s been in the newspapers, as well as on social media. Mr. Dirlam 
announced that he recently was appointed as Chairman of the Allegany County Land Bank. 
This new role will require additional time and effort from Mr. Dirlam, but he plans to get himself 
acquainted with it over the next six weeks. Mr. Dirlam stated the Allegany Planning website is 
next on the list for re-design. Mr. Dirlam continued that every year Wendall Brown works on the 
County’s behalf to handle the Empire Zone Status. Mr. Dirlam distributed and discussed Mr. 
Brown’s 2015 report with the committee. Chairman Crandall asked Mr. Dirlam to thank Mr. 
Brown on their behalf for his services. Mr. Dirlam added that he does a great job for us.  

Tourism 
  
 Greater Allegany Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Gretchen Hanchett 
attended the meeting and submitted her monthly report to the committee for review. Ms. 
Hanchett distributed the 2017 Festivals and Events recreation cards for April through July. Ms. 
Hanchett stated the solar powered wireless camera for the Watchful Wildlife Program is in, and 
they will be setting it up near Brentwood facing the river. Ms. Hanchett stated the Young 
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Professionals Group dinner held on April 13, 2017, was a success with fifty people in 
attendance. The group was very enthusiastic and looks forward to the opportunity of having a 
voice in the County. Legislator Jessup asked if they sold any memberships at the dinner. Ms. 
Hanchett stated they have had four come in since the dinner. Ms. Hanchett stated Siemens 
received the Chamber of Commerce Large Business award, adding it’s been a tough time for 
them having to lay off employees, but they have been in our community for 100 years, and they 
have supported us through the good and bad times, and they are very proud to give them the 
award.  
 
Employment and Training 
 

Employment and Training Director Reita Sobeck-Lynch attended the meeting and 
submitted her monthly report to the committee for review.  Ms. Lynch stated the unemployment 
rate continues to fluctuate with January at 7.8 percent and February at 7.5 percent. Ms. Lynch 
stated the Summer Youth Employment Program is funded from TANF (Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families), and they believe it will be funded; they just are unaware of how much. Ms. 
Lynch stated their federal funding is going down this year. They are looking at potential cuts 
from 10 to 20 percent, and how that will affect Cattaraugus and Allegany County. Ms. Lynch 
stated there haven’t been a lot of trainings at BOCES in Belmont this year because they can’t 
get enough student interest, so they continue to put the classes off. Legislator Hopkins asked 
what course BOCES is trying to get students for. Ms. Lynch stated the classes that often get 
delayed are Medical Office Billing and Assistant, and Machining and Welding.  
 
One Stop Operator  
 
 Chairman Crandall requested approval for the Cattaraugus-Allegany Workforce 
Development Board to serve as the One Stop Operator. This request was approved on a motion 
made by Legislator Jessup, seconded by Legislator Hopkins, and carried.  
 
Shared Services Mandate  
 
 County Administrator Tim Boyde stated the Governor’s recently passed budget included 
an initiative called the “Shared Services Mandate” which requires the CEO of the County to 
convene a meeting with the village and town Chief Elected Officials, BOCES, School Districts, 
Collective Bargaining Agreements, as well as a host of other individuals. This panel will be 
required to look at ways services may be combined and/or consolidated in an effort to reduce 
property taxes. This must be done within the next 104 days, and would include three public 
hearings. The mandate also reads if the plan is not implemented in 2017, the process would be 
repeated in 2018. Mr. Boyde continued there may be a request before the Board to hold off on 
submitting this in order to develop a more meaningful process. It’s a large unyielding group, and 
will be difficult to make the changes the Governor hopes to see. Legislator Graves asked if this 
mandates a study and discussion for possible shared services. Mr. Boyde stated it mandates 
chief elected officials, supervisors, and/or mayors of towns and villages to look at what may be 
combined, and how we can work together to reduce property taxes. Legislator Graves then 
asked if it just calls for a study and not a plan. Mr. Boyde stated as he understands it, it does not 
require a referendum, but it does require that a plan or program come before the Board for 
approval.   
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Adjournment 
 

There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 3:00 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator 
Jessup, and carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Meghan Washer, Secretary to Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 
 
 
 
 


