
PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
October 18, 2017 

Not Approved 
 
Members Present: D. Root, C. Jessup, M. Healy, J. Hopkins, K. LaForge, P. Stockin, C. Crandall 
 
Others Present: T. Boyde, B. Budinger, S. Burt, D. Decker, K. Dirlam, K. Graves, G. Hanchett, 

R. Hollis, C. Knapp, R. Lynch, T. Miner, B. Riehle, T. Ross, M. Washer 
 
Media Present: K. Kellogg -  Olean Times Herald, B. Quinn – Wellsville Daily Reporter 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 2:02 p.m. by Planning & Economic 

Development Committee Chairman Debra Root. 

Approval of Minutes 
 

A motion was made by Legislator Jessup, seconded by Legislator Hopkins, and carried to 
approve the Planning & Economic Development Committee minutes for September 20, 2017. 

 
A motion was made by Legislator Stockin, seconded by Legislator Healy, and carried to 

approve the Planning & Economic Development Committee minutes for October 4, 2017. 
 
Economic Development/Industrial Development Agency 
 
 Allegany County Economic and Industrial Development Agency Executive Director Craig 
Clark attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to the committee for review. Dr. Clark 
stated the Crossroads Project is going well, and the developers are planning to come back mid-
November with their plans for the project. 
 

Dr. Clark stated they are working very well with Friendship who continues to be very helpful, 
and they do not anticipate any problems with being able to provide water.  

 
The donation paperwork is in its final stages for the GE Lufkin facility, and they anticipate 

everything will be finalized this month.  
 
Dr. Clark stated the traveling he has been doing lately is paying off as he has been able to 

make many contacts. Dr. Clark stated on November 14, 2017, Incubator Works will host a 30th 
anniversary celebration in the Alfred Incubator with the Greater Allegany Chamber of Commerce 
has been invited to co-host.  

 
Legislator Stockin asked what makes businesses interested in our area that outweighs New York 
State in general. Dr. Clark stated the biggest thing is our workforce. Not only do we have a 
workforce, but we have a trained and stable workforce as well as our three colleges.  
 

County Administrator Timothy Boyde asked if the lights located at the new Park & Ride are 
ones that need to be burned in; therefore, will need to be on constantly for a while. Dr. Clark stated, 
no, they are LED’s and will only be turned on in the evening.  

 
Chairman Crandall asked if Dr. Clark has any comments regarding the Amazon project. Dr. 

Clark stated that Site Selectors had mentioned that this is a strange way of doing things. Typically, 
you don’t put out feelers publicly all of over the United States because now you have communities 
all over the world wasting time and money, adding that some communities are spending between 
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$2 and $5 million on proposals. Dr. Clark continued that Invest Buffalo Niagara has decided to work 
with Rochester Enterprise because both areas in Western New York were barely big enough to 
meet the criteria of what Amazon was looking for which is one million people, and they feel that 
going in together is much more effective as a broader region, and even if they don’t get the full 
Amazon, they could get some of the offshoot. Dr. Clark went on to say with their proposal, all of the 
counties that are served by those two enterprises will be included. It’s not just Buffalo and 
Rochester, they are selling the entire region because we have a workforce, land, transportation, 
infrastructure, and we’re right next to Canada. Chairman Crandall stated he hopes Allegany County 
is in the game. Dr. Clark stated we are definitely in the game, and while he’s not sure if we’re big 
enough to get the whole thing, we have a decent shot at getting something.  
 
Planning Director, Kier Dirlam 

 
 Planning Director Kier Dirlam attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to 
the committee for review. Mr. Dirlam stated there is a Planning Board session scheduled for 
Wednesday, October 18, 2017, at 6:00 p.m. with representatives from General Code. This 
company is known for working with towns, villages, and counties to take their existing law book 
and convert it into a more standardized format. They offer a good service, and by far have the 
best law book out there, and Mr. Dirlam hopes it will open up minds to moving from 20th Century 
record keeping to 21st Century record keeping. Mr. Dirlam stated they have turned everything into 
the state to close out the Broadband Project, and the State indicated they will begin their final 
audit soon.  
 

Mr. Dirlam stated GIS is going to be coming up as a topic. Mr. Dirlam stated fifteen to 
seventeen years ago the County had a GIS users group that different departments would 
participate in. After falling away from using the group, it has become apparent the need is there 
again to update our data; therefore, the GIS users group may need to be reconvened.  

 
Mr. Dirlam continued that the immediate need is being driven by the 2020 Census. We 

have address data from the State that was done in 2013 as well as address data from 911 Fire 
Dispatch Service, but the accuracy of this information is unknown. In February, the Census 
Bureau will send us what they believe are our addresses, and we’ll have 120 days to review and 
compare their data to our various data sources, and any changes will have to be sent to the 
Census Bureau. Mr. Dirlam went on to say that during the 2000 Census, we deferred to the 
Southern Tier West Regional Planning Board for any efforts, and during the 2010 Census, the 
County did not participate in the process; therefore, in all his years working at the County, we 
have never really had a chance to look at the addresses, and we don’t know what they do or do 
not have.  

 
Mr. Dirlam stated the Park & Ride Project will begin paving by the end of the week. 

Legislator Hopkins asked where the smaller towers ended up being located. Mr. Dirlam stated 
only a couple were able to be done. One is the Crossroads Center tower, and the other is outside 
of Wellsville. Legislator Hopkins stated she believes there is some misinformation out there. Mr. 
Dirlam stated there was an article in the paper recently that was based on old information. The 
additional sites discussed in June was when they believed there was going to be additional funds 
to construct the towers; however, after some accounting was done, they realized there was not 
going to be enough funds.  
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Allegany County Land Bank Corporation Appointments 
 
 Chairman Crandall plans to appoint the following individuals as members of the Allegany 
County Land Bank Corporation Board of Directors for a two-year term commencing October 23, 
2017, and expiring September 30, 2019, subject to confirmation by the Board of Legislators.   
 
   Jennifer L. Joyce – Andover, NY 
   Michael Cook – Wellsville, NY    
 
 A motion made by Legislator LaForge, seconded by Legislator Healy, and carried to 
confirm these appointments. Prepare Resolution 
 
Tourism 
  
 Greater Allegany Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Gretchen Hanchett attended 
the meeting and submitted her monthly report to the committee for review. Ms. Hanchett stated 
Watchful Wildlife has been on hold during the summer months; however, she is now ready to pull 
together a committee.  
 

They have reached out to groups regarding putting together tourism packages. Ms. 
Hanchett stated the internship brochure is almost complete, and they are currently being reviewed 
by the colleges for accuracy and will be available on the website when complete. Committee 
Chairman Root asked what website they will be available on. Ms. Hanchett stated the Chamber 
of Commerce website; however, they can also be available on any website they wish.  

 
Ms. Hanchett stated the Education Committee is back together and currently working on 

their business conference for next year.  
 
Ms. Hanchett stated they recently attended the Genesee River Watch Event held in 

Rochester, NY, where they made some great connections, one in particular with a Paddle Boat 
company who is interested in coming to Allegany County’s part of the Genesee River.  

 
Ms. Hanchett stated the Manufacturing Council toured Klein Cutlery, LLC on September 

18, and it was great to see a company like that right in our backyard. Legislator Healy stated that 
it may be good PR to invite the press along on these tours, adding it will also help educate the 
public on just what businesses and industries we have here. 

 
 The Young Professionals Group will be meeting Thursday, October 26, 2017, at the 

Wellsville Creative Arts Center from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  
 
Ms. Hanchett distributed a copy of the new Fall billboard, and thanked Committee 

Chairman Root for her design. Legislator Hopkins asked if the photo featured was a stock photo. 
Ms. Hanchett stated, no, they are local residents.  
 
Request to Apply for State Funds – Tourism Promotion Funding  
 

Greater Allegany Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Gretchen Hanchett requested a 
resolution authorizing the Planning & Economic Development Committee of the Allegany County 
Board of Legislators to act as tourist promotion agency, and to apply for state funds up to 
$237,320 for tourism promotion purposes. This request was approved on a motion made by 
Legislator Healy, seconded by Legislator Jessup, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
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Employment and Training 
 

Employment and Training Director Reita Sobeck-Lynch attended the meeting and 
submitted her monthly report to the committee for review. Ms. Lynch stated it has been rather 
quiet, and things have been down in the past month.  

 
Ms. Lynch stated they will be meeting with Stauffer’s on November 3 with the Department 

of Labor. Some employees are being very proactive and have already begun to come in looking 
to have their resumes updated and get referrals. Ms. Lynch continued they have heard that some 
employees have chosen to stay until the end of the year, while others aren’t sure if it’s worth the 
money, and they might be better off looking for a new job now.  

 
Ms. Lynch referenced Manufacturing Council going to Klein Cutlery, stating they are a 

company that we collect applications for in-house, and when they have an opening, we go through 
the applications and refer them to Klein Cutlery. Committee Chairman Root stated during the tour 
it was noted that Klein Cutlery has a very stable workforce, and very seldom do their employees 
leave. Legislator Healy added that most employees live locally as well. Ms. Lynch stated it speaks 
very highly of them as an employer when they have such a low turnover rate.  

 
Ms. Lynch stated the Wellsville Area Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours event 

is being held on October 18. It will be hosted by Heartland Payroll Systems at Beef Haus 
Restaurant from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

 
Ms. Lynch announced an open house for The Allegany County Association for the Blind 

and Visually Impaired on Wednesday, October 25, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The open house 
will be held at their new location at 26 Jefferson Street, Wellsville, NY, next to Tami’s Floral 
Expressions.   

 
Transfer of Funds – Employment & Training  

 
Employment and Training Director Reita Sobeck-Lynch requested a resolution to transfer 

funds in the amount of $4,322. The TANF grant for the year 2017 ended on September 30, 2017; 
therefore, they need to make all negative line items within the TANF grant positive. The transfer 
is as follows: 
 
From:      To:           Amount: 
CD16794.806 (TANF – Staff Hosp/Med)  CD16794.101(TANF – Staff Regular Pay)       $ 2,407 
CD16795.101 (TANF – Part. Regular Pay) CD16794.101 (TANF – Staff Regular Pay)      $     95 
CD16795.101 (TANF – Part. Regular Pay) CD16794.408 (TANF – General Supplies)       $ 1,409 
CD16795.802 (TANF – Part. Retirement)  CD16794.408 (TANF – General Supplies)       $    305 
CD16795.803 (TANF – Part. FICA)  CD16794.408 (TANF – General Supplies)       $    106 

         Total:       $ 4,322 
 
This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Stockin, seconded by 

Legislator Hopkins, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
 

Request to Amend Resolution No. 194-17 Regarding Landbank Appointments  
 

Clerk of the Board Brenda Rigby Riehle requested a resolution amending Resolution No. 
194-17 to reflect that the appointment by the Chairman of the Board of Brian Loucks to the 
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Allegany County Land Bank Corporation Board of Directors, for the remainder of a two-year term 
commencing immediately should expire September 30, 2018, rather than December 31, 2018. 
In addition, the reappointments by the Chairman of the Board of Timothy T. Boyde, County 
Administrator, Joseph L. Budinger, Real Property Services Director, and Dean Scholes, Deputy 
Public Works Superintendent, to the Allegany County Land Bank Corporation Board of Directors, 
for a two-year term commencing October 1, 2017, should expire September 30, 2019, rather than 
December 31, 2019. This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Hopkins, 
seconded by Legislator Stockin, and carried. Prepare Resolution 

 
Good of the Order 
 

Clerk of the Board Brenda Rigby Riehle stated she and County Administrator Timothy 
Boyde will also be meeting with General Code on October 18 at 4:30 p.m., and anyone interested 
is welcome to attend their meeting.  

 
Adjournment 
 

There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 2:45 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator Stockin, 
and carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Meghan Washer, Secretary to Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


