
  ALLEGANY COUNTY HEROIN & OPIOID ABUSE AD HOC COMMITTEE 
July 13, 2017 

NOT APPROVED 
 

Committee Members Present: J. Hopkins (Chairman), M. Biddle, A. Buchholz, J. Chaffee, V. 
Grant, K. Monroe, T. O’Grady, W. Penman, B. Riehle, C. Zenoski (Absent: L. Ballengee, 
M. Carbone, M. Chamberlain, M. Damiano, L. Haggstrom, C. Ivers, K. LaForge, G. 
Muscato, R. Root)    

Others Present: T. Boyde, H. Evans (Ardent Solutions), T. Rodgers, G. Richardson, R. Starks, 
M. Washer, R. Whitney 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:03 p.m. by Committee Chairman Judy 
Hopkins. 

Welcome/Introduction:   

 Chairman Hopkins welcomed committee members and guests to the meeting. 

Approval of Minutes 

 The April 13, 2017, Heroin & Opioid Ad Hoc Committee minutes were approved on a 
motion made by Undersheriff Monroe, seconded by Mr. Penman, and carried. 

The April 13, 2017, Heroin & Opioid Ad Hoc Committee minutes were approved on a 
motion made by Mrs. Riehle, seconded by Legislator O’Grady, and carried. 

Enforcement Workgroup 

Ms. Evans stated the Enforcement Workgroup has decided to be a resource to the other 
workgroups as well as working through PPAC to work on any issues that are identified. The Pill 
Drop in Bolivar is in, and they are ready to go and have it available to the community. Ms. Evans 
continued that they discussed the issue of homebound individuals and not being able to get to a 
pill drop, and they may be more apt to either hoard medications or become more susceptible to 
be targeted for crime such as being burglarized. They are looking at the potential of doing a 
home-based collection and will target areas based on zip codes that are not near an accessible 
pill drop. Ms. Biddle stated she is excited to hear about this plan because as a member of 
different committees and coalitions, she has heard this issue regarding homebound individuals 
brought up several times. Mr. Penman stated it would have to be law enforcement that is 
coming in and taking possession of these drugs. Sheriff Whitney stated if it gets to that point, 
they will send a Deputy out and then log it into evidence.  

Prevention Workgroup Meeting of June 22, 2017 

Tobacco 21 

 Ms. Biddle stated the majority of the prevention workgroup was discussing the Tobacco 
21 Platform. Committee Chairman Hopkins stated the concept of the local law for Tobacco 21 
was tabled at the last Human Services meeting, adding there were a number of reasons for that 
happening, but they are glad it wasn’t defeated. The workgroup also discussed why they think 
this happened and there wasn’t the overwhelming support for it that they anticipated. Committee 
Chairman Hopkins stated one of the issues was regarding the sale to those in the military. 
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Another issue was that it’s too hard to enforce this, and they will just end up going to the 
reservation to buy their tobacco products. The workgroup is going to continue to work on it and 
focus on these issues that were brought forward, and they will find the right time to bring it back 
to the Human Services Committee. Mr. Chaffee stated there are information sheets that show 
the cost of military personnel smoking and the cost at the different branches of service. 
Previously, if you went on base and used their store, you could buy products at a cheaper cost 
than a local store not on base, but now they are enforcing that wherever the military base is, the 
cost can be no cheaper than the state, locality, or municipality they are in. Committee Chairman 
Hopkins stated a statistic that stuck in her mind was that a new recruit could spend up to 14.7 
percent of his/her income on tobacco products. Committee Chairman Hopkins continued that 
there is information that the military is encouraging non-smokers to join the military more than 
tobacco users because they don’t want those increased health costs down the road, adding the 
times are changing in terms of the Department of Defense’s attitude toward smoking. Back in 
the forties and fifties tobacco was part of our culture and no one questioned it, but we also didn’t 
know about the health risks then like we do now, and it’s time we share them.  Committee 
Chairman Hopkins stated there are efforts at the state level, and their understanding is that our 
state representatives would like to see more counties take this on and approve it before the 
state does. Mr. Chaffee stated that New Jersey is on the verge of passing it. Governor Chris 
Christie has already vetoed it once, but since then, 22 localities have passed it, and they believe 
he won’t veto it again. Legislator O’Grady stated it doesn’t make any sense to him why the New 
York State Governor and Legislature need the localities to pass it first, and wonders if the 
Governor is concerned it will take away sales tax from the localities, so he wants to see their 
support first. Mr. Chaffee stated they were told that just like the Clean Indoor Air Act, at a state 
level they would like to see local communities pass it first to show there is support and interest 
first before it becomes a state law, adding the Safe Act came out right from the state level, and 
they received a lot of recoil from local communities who were not in support. Legislator O’Grady 
stated they could have passed a resolution of support that day in committee, but it got too 
bogged down with the law. Mr. Chaffee stated he’s not an elected official by any means; 
however, looking at it from his standpoint, there is a big difference between a resolution and a 
law, adding he wonders how many resolutions there are that the County passes that go up the 
chain but never make it to law. Ms. Evans asked if New York City has passed this. Mr. Chaffee 
stated New York City was the first to pass Tobacco 21 and clean indoor air, adding they don’t 
care about the sales tax side of it. The 18 – 21 year olds are only 2 percent of the smoking 
population, and the young kids (15 – 16 year olds) who are no longer exposed to it, aren’t going 
to suddenly stop going to a store to buy things. From a revenue standpoint, if they aren’t 
spending their money on cigarettes, they are probably going to find something else to spend it 
on. Ms. Evans stated the recent data released from Chautauqua County since Tobacco 21 was 
passed shows a significant decrease in smoking rates for those 21 years and younger. Mr. 
Chaffee stated Chautauqua County is also in the same situation as Allegany County with nearby 
reservations that people could go to purchase products, yet they are still seeing a significant 
decrease in the smoking rate. Mr. Penman stated that New York State wants to start seeing a 
grass roots level of support instead of things coming from the top down.  

Deeming Rule 

 Mr. Chaffee stated that the FDA has passed their Deeming Rule on vapor products, but 
with the presidency turning over; it has been put on the back burner. This new rule puts e-
cigarette products under the guide of the FDA for testing so we can start gaining knowledge of 
what ingredients are in them. Currently vape shops are making their own juice, and we have no 
idea what is being put in it, so they are going to start putting regulations on them. E-cigarettes 
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are also going to be added to the Clean Indoor Air Law, and vape shops will soon have to 
register with NYS Tax and Finance Office and have a license from them to sell their products.  

SBIRT (Screening, Brief Intervention, and Referral to Treatment) Training 

 Ms. Evans announced that the SBIRT (Screening, Brief Intervention, and Referral to 
Treatment) Training will be held Wednesday, August 2, 2017, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 
Jones Memorial Hospital in Wellsville, New York. SBIRT is a comprehensive, integrated, public 
health approach to the delivery of early intervention and treatment services for persons with 
substance use disorders, as well as those who are at risk of developing these disorders. SBIRT 
is ranked in the top five cost-effective preventative services. Primary care centers, dental clinics, 
public health clinics, hospital emergency rooms, trauma centers, school-based health centers, 
and other community settings provide opportunities for early intervention with at-risk substance 
users before more severe consequences occur. This free training will be most beneficial to the 
following: 

- Physicians      
- Physician Assistants and Nurse Practitioners 
- Psychologists 
- Registered Nurses (unless qualified as a CARN) 
- Licensed Practical Nurses 
- Licensed Master Social Workers 
- Licensed Clinical Social Workers 
- Licensed Mental Health Counselors 
- Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists 
- Certified School Counselors 
- Certified Rehabilitation Counselors 
- Credentialed Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Counselors 
- Credentialed Prevention Professionals 
- Nurse Mid-Wives 
- Credentialed Problem Gambling Counselors 

Pre-registration is due no later than July 26, 2017, by calling Ann Weaver at 585-593-1920, 
ext. 713.  

Pharmacists’ Response to the Opioid Epidemic: Opioid Specific Counseling 

 There will be a dinner conference on Thursday, August 3, 2017, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. at the Wellsville Country Club. The cost is $25, and pre-registration must be completed by 
July 25, 2017, by contacting Ardent Solutions at 585-593-5223, ext. 1010. This conference will 
feature Dr. Robert Wahler from the University at Buffalo School of Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences. This knowledge-based activity has been assigned ACPE#0044-999-
17-036-L01-P, and will award two contact hours (0.2 CEUs) of continuing pharmacy education 
credit. The credit will be uploaded to the CPE Monitor to those complete a CE attendance 
document. The primary focuses of this conference will include the following: 

- Review the background of the Opioid epidemic 
- Identify risk factors associated with Opioid overdose 
- Balance legitimate medical vs. illegitimate use 
- Define tolerance, dependence (including withdrawal), addiction, and pseudo-addiction 
- List points necessary to educate patients on during Opioid counseling 
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This conference is sponsored in part by the Allegany County Area Foundation and Ardent 
Solutions, and is supported by Allegany County Heroin and Opioid Ad-Hoc Committee, Allegany 
Council on Alcoholism and Substance Abuse, Inc., and Partners for Prevention in Allegany 
County. Ms. Biddle stated that Ardent Solutions was awarded $1,000 to put towards the 
conference. Ms. Buchholz asked if this event is open to anyone to attend. Ms. Evans stated it’s 
primarily focusing on pharmacists and techs. Mr. Chaffee stated all of our local pharmacists 
have been reached out to and provided with information, as well as surrounding counties with 
the exception of Wyoming because they do not have a counsel. Ms. Evans stated registration is 
slow, but she is hopeful they will see the value in it and come together.  

Smoking Cessation Class 

 Ms. Biddle announced an upcoming smoking cessation class that will be held on 
Thursday evenings beginning August 3, 2017, through August 31, 2017, at Jones Memorial 
Hospital from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. This class will be facilitated by Ann Weaver of ACASA, and 
registration is required by July 26, 2017, by calling Ms. Weaver at 585-593-1920 ext. 713. 

Recovery Workgroup Meeting of June 22, 2017 
 
 Office for the Aging Coordinator of Services Anita Mattison attended the Prevention 
workgroup meeting to provide an overview of the programs and services available through their 
organization. Allegany County serves as a link to NY Connects who provides long-term care 
services, and supports assisting individuals in making informed decisions about potential care 
they may need. NY Connects is a trusted place that gives you information about available 
options whether you are paying for services for yourself, through insurance, or are eligible for a 
government program. NY Connects provides free unbiased information and assistance to help 
connect you to the services and supports that meet your needs. Information and assistance on 
local long-term care services are available for, but not limited to the following: 
 

- Consumer and Caregiver Supports  -   SNAP 
- Medicaid     -   Nutrition and Wellness 
- Support Groups    -   Counseling Services 
- Home-based Services   -   Facility Based Services 
- Insurance and Benefit Information  -   Home Modifications and Repairs 
- Residential/Housing Options   -   Legal Services 
- Transportation     -   Application Assistance  
- Healthcare Referrals  
- Child/Adult Protective and Preventative Services    

 
NY Connects can be contacted by calling toll free at 1-800-268-9390 or visiting 

www.alleganyco.com, or www.nyconnects.ny.gov.  
 
Survey 
 
 Ms. Evans stated the Recovery workgroup is currently working on a survey they are 
hoping to send out soon to those in the community who would be interested in social and/or 
recreational support systems for those in recovery. 
 

 
 

http://www.alleganyco.com/
http://www.nyconnects.ny.gov/
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 “Hungry Heart” 

 Ms. Buchholz stated they had a very exciting and productive meeting on July 12. With 
September being National Recovery month, their goal is to have all three showings take place 
that month. Undersheriff Monroe asked if they have any locations set. Ms. Buchholz stated 
currently they are looking at the Wellsville Library, Fillmore Auditorium, and the Opera House in 
Cuba. Ms. Evans stated there is also potential to have a fourth showing at Alfred State or Alfred 
University once school is back in session. Ms. Buchholz stated that Steve Pettenati attended the 
meeting as well and has agreed to film a short documentary on the issues that are currently 
happening in Allegany County. They are hoping that watching the “Hungry Heart” and then 
viewing the documentary, it will show people how close to home this epidemic really is. 
Terrence Rodgers stated he is very excited to hear that things are starting to happen, adding 
the documentary will touch on addiction issues in a lot of different ways because we will be 
hearing different stories from people within the community (i.e. family of an addict, the addict 
themselves, victim of an addict) and how the addiction affected them. Committee Chairman 
Hopkins stated we want to have the voice of Allegany County be shown, adding it will be a 
soundbite, and very fast moving type of documentary. Ms. Evans stated the video will be 
approximately fifteen minutes long, and they will have the ability to blur faces or manipulate 
voices for anyone who does not want to be identified. Mr. Pettenati is willing to go anywhere for 
an interview and is also hoping to interview someone currently incarcerated. Melissa Biddle 
stated that it could be very difficult for those who are willing to come forward and tell their story, 
so by doing this film it allows them to share their experience once, and it eliminates having to 
attend multiple showings of the film and re-living their experience by having to continuously 
share their story publicly. Ms. Evans asked Social Services Commissioner Vicki Grant if from a 
trauma informed care standpoint doing the video is a positive. Ms. Grant stated as long as you 
put the information out there before the showing that the information could be triggering to some 
people and provide where they can get assistance if needed, they should be fine. Mr. Rodgers 
asked if they will have a panel for questions after the showings. Ms. Evans stated, yes, as well 
as informational tables set up for families. Undersheriff Monroe asked if they have received any 
additional donations. Ms. Evans stated they have one donation coming from a private family, 
and whatever extra is needed Ardent Solutions will be able to help contribute. Committee 
Chairman Hopkins stated they are very grateful for all the donations that have come in to help 
with this project.  

“High in Plain Site” Training 

 Committee Chairman Hopkins stated a number of committee members attended the 
High in Plain Site training held at Houghton College, adding it was very impactful. STOP DWI 
Coordinator Linda Edwards was instrumental in bringing the presenter to the County who was a 
police officer from Idaho who has become a very well respected expert on drug issues, logos, 
and recognition of branding as well as helping to train law enforcement and practitioners on 
awareness. One of the first points made was that seeing and recognizing are two different 
things. You may see something (i.e. paraphernalia left in plain sight during a traffic stop), but if 
you don’t know what they are then you won’t have any impact. Committee Chairman Hopkins 
continued that it was also stated at the training that for the first time drugged driving deaths 
have surpassed drunken driving deaths. Committee Chairman Hopkins asked the committee 
members who attended to share their takeaway from the training. Undersheriff Monroe stated 
the culture has really changed from what he has seen, adding he is out of the loop as far as 
drug activity, but one emblem leads to another emblem and if you can recognize these symbols 
being used on cars, your awareness will peak during a traffic stop. Undersheriff Monroe 
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continued that with the culture being so vast he doesn’t know when it’s going to stop with 
marijuana because it’s used for so much; however, he wishes they would focus more on the 
benefits being seen from marijuana for epilepsy as well as other diseases. Committee Chairman 
Hopkins stated it was discussed during the training that there is pharmaceutical and there is 
recreation, and the officer did not dispute anything regarding the medicinal use of these 
compounds, but unfortunately it is out of control in the culture surrounding us.  The committee 
discussed paraphernalia, logos, and clothing that reference drug use, as well as recognizing 
how drugs are being hidden and/or transported, and it was noted that the Sheriff Whitney will be 
sending intake staff at the Jail for training in Canandaigua, NY, on July 31 that focuses on 
where to look for drugs that an individual might be trying to smuggle in. Jon Chaffee stated they 
are currently working on an informational sheet that details all of these items and will send it out 
to law enforcement agencies and school districts. The committee then discussed Fentanyl also 
known as “white powder” and the dangers of it. Undersheriff Monroe stated one piece, the size 
of a salt grain can be deadly, and when law enforcement are going into these houses with 
“white powder” they need to be more aware of it. Ms. Biddle stated it’s scary to hear what could 
happen with this type of drug, and they need to ask themselves what Allegany County has in 
place if there were ever an event where this type of drug was released in a school. Committee 
Chairman Hopkins asked the committee where they want to go from here with all of this 
information. Undersheriff Monroe stated a lot of this seems like it would be referred to ACASA to 
get the information into the schools. Bill Penman stated that is something they are already 
planning on doing. Ms. Grant stated it’s for more than just the schools, adding what struck her 
was even though they highly train their child protective workers, and while they’re always 
looking for drugs, there is not always a typical sign in plain sight. Anyone who would be 
interested in attending one of these trainings can visit http://stopdwi.org/content/training-
opportunities for upcoming dates and locations. 

RHOP Grant 

 Ms. Evans stated there is a grant opportunity through the Federal Office of Rural Health 
Policy. The Rural Health Opioid Program (RHOP) grant will be used to promote rural health care 
services outreach by expanding the delivery of opioid related health care services to rural 
communities. The program will reduce the morbidity and mortality related to opioid overdoses in 
rural communities through the development of broad community consortiums to prepare 
individuals with opioid-use disorder (OUD) to start treatment, implement care coordination 
practices to organize patient care activities, and support individuals in recovery through the 
enhancement of behavioral counselling and peer support activities. The consortium must 
include at least three health care providers, and the program supports three years of funding 
providing $250,000 per year for a total of $750,000. Ms. Evans continued that the turnaround 
time for this grant is extremely quick, and they are only awarding to thirteen rural counties, so it 
is very important for us to show there is a need in Allegany County, and after looking at the 
quarterly report sent out on opioid abuse in Allegany County, Ms. Evans is concerned ours are 
too low to qualify. Mr. Penman stated it’s going to be tough to qualify for grants like this when 
we have to show our need through numbers because ours are low compared to other counties. 
The committee discussed whether or not it would beneficial to move forward with the grant 
application, and it was decided that Ardent Solutions will continue to write the grant application. 

 

 

 

http://stopdwi.org/content/training-opportunities
http://stopdwi.org/content/training-opportunities
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Next Meeting: 
 
 The committee discussed the need to continue having monthly meetings and it was 
decided that because the workgroups are continuously meeting and making progress, the Ad 
Hoc Committee can begin to meet every other month. The next meeting will be Thursday, 
September 14, 2017, at 1:00 p.m. in the Legislative Chambers.  
 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 2:35 p.m. on a motion made by Undersheriff Monroe, seconded by Ms. Grant, and 
carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Meghan Washer, Secretary to Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


