
    Facilities & Communications 
March 1, 2017 

NOT APPROVED 
 
Members Present: D. Pullen, C. Jessup, K. Graves, D. Root, C. Crandall (Absent: D. Fanton, 

A. McGraw, N. Ungermann) 
 
Others Present: L. Ballengee, T. Boyde, B. Budinger, P. Curran, D. Decker, K. Dirlam, V. 

Grant, K. Graves, S. Grusendorf, M. Healy, K. Hollis, R. Hollis, K. Hooker, J. Hopkins, C. 
Knapp, K. LaForge, T. Miner, B. Riehle, T. Ross, D. Scholes, M. Washer 

 
Media Present: B. Clark – Olean Times Herald  
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Facilities & Communications Chairman David 

Pullen at 2:04 p.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

A motion was made by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Root, and carried to 
approve the Facilities & Communications Committee minutes for February 2, 2017. 

 
Tower Updates 
 
 Lieutenant Shawn Grusendorf stated there isn’t a lot to update. Tower construction is on 
hold due to weather, and they hope it continues to warm up so they can come back next month 
and finish. Lieutenant Grusendorf stated that New York State is very slow in getting back to 
them, so they are currently looking for new locations in the Alfred area because they need to 
have a back-up plan.  

Resignation from Allegany County Telecommunications Development Corporation 

 Facilities and Communications Chairman David Pullen presented Clerk of the Board 
Brenda Rigby Riehle, and Allegany County Telecommunications Development Corporation 
Board of Directors Chairman Phil Curran with his official resignation from the Allegany County 
Telecommunications Development Corporation Board of Directors, effective immediately. 
Committee Chairman Pullen’s resignation letter follows.  

RESIGNATION FROM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 I DAVID T. PULLEN, do hereby resign from my appointment as a member of the Board 
of Directors of the ALLEGANY COUNTY TELECOMMUNICATIONS DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION, effective immediately. 

Dated: March, 1, 2017 

              
                DAVID T. PULLEN, Director 
Delivered to: 

1. Philip Curran, Chairman, Board of Directors, Allegany County Telecommunications 
Development Corporation 

2. Brenda Rigby Riehle, Clerk, Board of Legislators, County of Allegany  
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REPORT AND RESIGNATION FROM ALLEGANY COUNTY TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 
 “At last month’s meeting of this Committee, a question was asked by Legislator Dwight 
“Mike” Healy about signing up last mile providers to work with the Allegany County 
Telecommunications Development Corporation (“ACTDC”) Broadband program. I answered 
that question, and a subsequent question from Legislator Scott Burt. My answer was that the 
only last mile provider that has expressed serious interest of that date (or even as of this date) 
is Win-Win Wireless, LLC. Most of the principals of Win-Win Wireless, LLC, are my friends, 
family, or associates. I had previously disclosed those relationships to the Board of Directors 
of ACTDC, and had offered to resign from the ACTDC Board of Directors to avoid any 
possible conflict of interest, or any appearance of impropriety. At that time, the Board of 
Directors requested that I not resign and urged me to remain on the Board of Directors. I 
agreed to do so.  
 
 ‘Subsequent to last month’s Committee meeting, Legislator Scott Burt spoke with the 
Patriot newspaper about this issue and expressed concern about my serving on the ACTDC 
Board of Directors when close associates are exploring the possibility of entering into a 
business relationship with ACTDC. Legislator Burt informed me of his comments, which was a 
courtesy that I greatly appreciated. I consider him to be a friend, and have no problems with 
his actions or his comments. Unfortunately, the newspaper got things confused and 
misreported his comments. The Patriot newspaper has now issued a public retraction and 
apology to both Legislator Burt and me. I have a long-standing relationship with the 
newspaper, know that they strive to maintain the highest standards of professional journalism, 
and am confident that the inaccuracy was totally accidental and unintentional. I have no hard 
feelings towards either Scott Burt or the Patriot newspaper. The newspaper’s apology is 
acknowledged and accepted without reservation. 
 
 ‘However, that acknowledgment doesn’t resolve the underlying issue that was raised 
by Scott Burt. I want to address that issue, and resolve it.  I can assure this Committee, the 
Board of Legislators, and the citizens of Allegany County that I have neither sought nor 
obtained any personal gain from my involvement with the Broadband initiative, or with 
ACTDC. I have spent hundreds of hours working to bring our County Broadband Program into 
being, and getting it operational. As has been noted, I have spent thousands of dollars of my 
own funds to obtain a business plan for ACTDC, and to move this project forward. My goal 
has been to make high-speed Broadband accessible to every citizen of Allegany County. 
Today we stand on the verge of achieving that goal. I do not wish to do anything that would 
taint or negatively impact the County’s Broadband Program. 
 
 ‘I have wrestled with the question of how to respond to this situation. I have taken 
several actions that I wish to bring to the attention of this Committee. Those actions include 
the following: 
 

1. I alerted the Board of Directors of ACTDC about the questions that were raised at last 
month’s committee meeting. The Board once again considered this issue, and once 
again voted unanimously (with me abstaining) to ask me to remain on that Board.  

2. I notified Win-Win Wireless, LLC of the questions that had been raised, and asked 
them if they were uncomfortable with the situation. They consulted a law firm that has 
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been representing them on other matters. They were advised that while there was no 
technical violation of the General Municipal Law, that there could be an appearance of 
impropriety. Their attorney recommended that I resign from the Board of Directors of 
ACTDC to avoid any possible questions for Win-Win Wireless, LLC, or myself.  

3. I have spoken with County Attorney Thomas Miner, Esq. I have known him for many 
years and hold him in high esteem. He has made clear to me that he is not legal 
counsel for ACTDC. However, he has noted the potential for a conflict of interest, or 
appearance of impropriety, and has also recommended that I resign from the ACTDC 
Board of Directors.  

4. Finally I have spoken with the members of Win-Win Wireless, LLC about the situation, 
and have asked if they would be willing to withdraw from any involvement with 
ACTDC, whether as a last mile provider, or in any other capacity. They have indicated 
that as a favor to me they are ready and willing to do so.  

 
 ‘With that background, I can report that I have made a decision. I know that I have 
done nothing improper, and that I have not sought any personal benefit from ACTDC. 
Nevertheless, I believe that it is in everyone’s best interests for me to resign from the ACTDC 
Board of Directors. Hopefully this will eliminate unnecessary distractions for ACTDC, Win-Win 
Wireless, LLC, and for me. Accordingly, I hereby resign from the Board of Directors of the 
Allegany County Telecommunications Development Corporation, effective immediately. 
Because I also have served as Secretary of that Board, I am delivering that resignation to 
Legislator Phil Curran who serves as the Chairman of the Board of Directors. I believe that is 
the correct procedure that should be followed.  
 
 ‘With that detail out of the way I wish to address two other matters. I hereby request 
the Board of Directors of ACTDC to seriously consider whether there has been any 
impropriety whatsoever related to my serving on the Board of ACTDC. If they find that there 
has been, I urge them to take all appropriate actions to address such findings. Specifically, I 
urge the Board of Directors of ACTDC to carefully consider whether it is in the best interests of 
ACTDC and Allegany County to have any business relationship with Win-Win Wireless, LLC. I 
hereby commit to personally support and accept whatever decision is made by the Board of 
Directors. 
 
 ‘My final issue relates to the need for ACTDC to sign up last mile providers. The 
County’s Broadband System has now been designed and built. We are almost ready to “throw 
the switch” and activate that system. However, ACTDC needs last mile providers to actually 
sign up customers and provide service. ACTDC’s Executive Director Ryan Cool is working on 
that. Some of the other Directors and I have been working with him on that task. (That is 
where the problem with Win-Win Wireless, LLC arose.) However, the only Last Mile Provider 
that has “stepped up” so far is one that I recruited. The reciprocal of that is that no one else 
has been successful in recruiting any last mile providers. (For what it may be worth, I can note 
that I have tried to recruit other last mile providers, but none of those have made commitments 
as of this time.) With my stepping down, who is going to take over the responsibility for 
recruiting last mile providers? That is one of the biggest challenges facing ACTDC and the 
County. The success of the Broadband Program depends on how that challenge is handled.  
 
   ‘I wish all of you the best on this project. I believe that it is very important to the future 
of our County. If there is anything that I can do to help, please feel free to contact me.” 
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 Committee Chairman Pullen gave a final statement that he has spent an enormous 
amount of time, come a tremendous distance, and he hopes there is no momentum lost, and 
they can move forward without any further distraction. Legislator Curran thanked Committee 
Chairman Pullen for getting this whole project going, adding he is very sorry to see him go 
because he has done a tremendous amount of work, most importantly, recruiting the only viable 
last mile provider. 

Broadband Update 

 Facilities & Communications Chairman David Pullen stated that the Governor’s office 
announced another commitment on round two of Broadband grants. A total of $10.3 million in 
grants will be spent in five towns located in Allegany County. Rushford, Centerville, Hume, 
Independence, and Andover were selected, and the estimated amount per connection is 
$4,950. Committee Chairman Pullen went on to say that this is great news that Allegany County 
has five towns that will be part of a very large expenditure; however, spending $4,950 for 2,084 
residents with no expenditure for the remaining residents in our County is not great news to 
everyone as that is less than 25 percent of the towns in our County being serviced.  

Broadband $100,000 Allocation Request 
 
 Allegany County Telecommunications Development Corporation Board member Phil 
Curran requested a resolution to fund an allocation to the Allegany County Telecommunication 
Corp (Broadband LDC) per the contract. Local Law # 3-2015 authorizes up to $400,000 and this 
would be the second installment of $100,000. Funds totaling $100,000 will be transferred from 
account A1990.429 (Contingency) to account A8676.492 (Home and Community Service 
Contractual).  This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Root, seconded by 
Legislator Jessup, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
 
Adjournment   
 

There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 2:58 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Jessup, 
and carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Meghan Washer, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


