
 
 

BUDGET COMMITTEE 
June 21, 2017 

NOT APPROVED 
 

Committee Members Present: K. LaForge, P. Curran, D. Fanton, D. Healy, D. Root, P. Stockin  
 
Others Present: T. Boyde, K. Graves, J. Hopkins, T. Miner, B. Riehle, T. Ross, M. Washer 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 11:01 a.m. by Budget Committee Vice-
Chairman Kevin LaForge.  

Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Curran, and carried to 
approve the Budget Committee minutes of May 17, 2017 with the following amendment: 

Change: 
Mr. Boyde continued that the Village of Bolivar has opted out, indicating they are already 
sharing enough. 

 
To: 
“Mr. Boyde continued that the Village of Richburg has opted out, indicating they are 
already sharing enough.” 

 
Sales Tax Report 

 County Treasurer Terri Ross distributed the 2017 Allegany County Sales Tax Report 
reflecting receipts through June 21, 2017, totaling $7,951,435.88. The year-to-date figures show 
a decrease of $58,349.87 or 0.728 percent less compared to last year at this time. Ms. Ross 
stated even though we are down, we are still on track to hit our budget numbers. Ms. Ross 
mentioned the state holding up the 1.5 percent sales extension, which will result in a $6.5 million 
hit if it’s not passed by the end of the year. Legislator Graves asked if there is a reason it’s being 
held. Ms. Ross stated they are holding it up based on a connection to the mayoral power over 
the city schools, adding it’s not just us, it’s everyone. Legislator Healy stated the democrats 
aren’t going to support our extension unless the republicans support Mayor De Blasio taking 
over the school system. Legislator Graves asked if the sales tax was still in effect or if they 
dropped it. Ms. Ross stated they didn’t drop it; however, if they don’t pass this by December 1, 
then our sales tax will go back to 7.5 percent. Legislator Root stated you almost have to plan for 
not having it. Ms. Ross stated going down to 7.5 percent sales tax rate doesn’t bother her; it’s 
the $6.5 million we’d have to find in our budget to cover it, adding it’s a lot of money considering 
we’ve already used $3 million out of our fund balance for this year.  

Community College Report  

 County Treasurer Terri Ross distributed and discussed the 2016 Community College 
Report. Ms. Ross stated we registered 1,003 students, and paid for 876 at a total of 
$918,434.29. Ms. Ross stated there are zero attendees at the Fashion Institute of Technology, 
adding it’s an expensive school, and the County has to pick up the whole cost. Legislator Root 
stated she doesn’t understand how that’s even considered a community college. Legislator 
Graves asked if we have any idea how Governor Cuomo’s free college program will affect us. 
Ms. Ross stated there are all of kinds of opinions about it; however, it’s technically not free. It’s 
up to $5,600 and you can only get that after you’ve taken off other grants received. There is also 
a requirement that you go to school in New York for four years, and stay in New York for four 
years after graduating. If you don’t stay the full four years, then it becomes a loan you pay back. 
Ms. Ross continued that her understanding also is that it doesn’t affect community colleges 
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other than what it will do to enrollment. Legislator Curran stated we might see a decrease in 
enrollment in community colleges. 

Year-End Reports 

 County Treasurer Terri Ross distributed and discussed the 2016 year-end financial 
reports. Legislator Graves stated that we have spent a lot of money on towers and asked if that 
cost is reflected in these reports. Ms. Ross stated those costs are included in the Sheriff’s 
budget, adding that we have been getting reimbursements back relatively quickly.  

Sales Tax Extension 

 Legislator Curran asked if we are going to issue a press release regarding the sales tax 
extension being held up in Albany. Budget Committee Vice-Chairman LaForge stated any public 
outrage you can develop would be a good thing. County Administrator Timothy Boyde stated the 
ironic piece of it is we’ve been mandated to pull all these shared services together in an effort to 
reduce sales tax which in a good year we could maybe save the County taxpayers $50,000, but 
now we might be looking at backfilling $6.5 million. Mr. Boyde continued that Chairman Crandall 
indicated he has spoken with Senator Young who is extremely optimistic that this will eventually 
get done; however, we were also extremely optimistic that we would be funded for indigent 
defenses, district attorney salaries, as well as other pieces, so there are no guarantees. 
Legislator Root asked if we want to issue a press release and get everyone upset over it when it 
possibly get taken care of in September, and we’ve then caused  months of anger for the 
taxpayers when it could just go away. Legislator Curran stated it doesn’t go away specifically 
because we now have to take our budget process and keep pushing it back, as well as plan a 
contingency budget to account for a $6.5 million shortfall. Legislator Curran continued that 
process is there whether they go back into session or not, and the more angry people are at the 
negligence like this the better, adding it doesn’t make sense not to do something they have 
done forever to keep the County solvent. Legislator Healy stated he agrees with Legislator 
Curran, and it will be devastating to the County not to get the extension. A motion was made by 
Legislator Stockin, seconded by Legislator Curran, and carried to direct the County 
Administrator to issue a press release. Refer to County Administrator Timothy Boyde 

Adjournment  

 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 11:46 a.m. following a motion by Legislator Root, seconded by Legislator Fanton, 
and carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Meghan Washer, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


