
ALLEGANY COUNTY BOARD OF LEGISLATORS 
REGULAR SESSION 

 
JUNE 12, 2017 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  The regular meeting of the Board of Legislators was called to order at 

2:00 p.m. by Vice Chairman Kevin S. LaForge. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG:  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Legislator 

Charles Jessup. 
 
INVOCATION:  The Invocation was given by Legislator Hopkins.                   
 
ROLL CALL:  14 Legislators Present:  Scott Burt, Philip Curran, David Decker, Dwight 

Fanton, Karl Graves, Dwight “Mike” Healy, Judith Hopkins, Charles Jessup, Kevin 
LaForge, Aaron McGraw, Timothy O’Grady, Debra Root, Philip Stockin, Norman 
Ungermann, Jr.  Absent:  Curtis Crandall  

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
 The Committee of the Whole meeting minutes of May 22, 2017, were approved on a 
motion made by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Curran, and carried. 
 
 The Board meeting minutes of May 22, 2017, were approved on a motion made by 
Legislator Root, seconded by Legislator Graves, and carried. 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 
 Social Services FAR (Family Assessment Response) Grade B Supervisor Angela 
Tinder and Child Preventive and Adult Services Caseworker Belinda Schlafer – Adult 
Protective Services addressed the audience in recognition of Elder Abuse Awareness Day. 
Ms. Tinder gave a presentation about a client who suffered elder abuse, and unfortunately 
passed away before she was able to receive the benefits that are offered by Adult Protective 
Services. Ms. Schlafer thanked for the Board for allowing them privilege of the floor, and she 
recognized employees of Adult Protective Services, and all of their hard work.  
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, COMMUNICATIONS, REPORTS, ETC.: 
 

1. Report of Tax Bill Corrections Approved by the County Administrator in May. 
 

2. Report of Intrafund Transfers Approved by the County Administrator in May. 
 
3. County Clerk Robert L. Christman filed a Designation of Succession of Office of the 

Allegany County Clerk naming Ryan M. Keib as First Deputy, Jessica Lynch as 
Second Deputy, and Alice M. Hunt as Third Deputy in the Clerk of the Board’s 
Office on June 8, 2017. 
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4. Veterans’ Service Agency Director Michael Hennessy filed his annual Necrology 

Report from May 19, 2016, through May 18, 2017, in the Clerk of the Board’s Office 
on May 22, 2017. 

 
5. Notice of the next InterCounty Association meeting to be hosted by Chemung 

County at the Stoneyridge Orchard and Winery on Friday, June 16. 
  
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 108-17 
 

AMENDMENT OF RESOLUTION NO. 265-16 TO REFLECT AN INCREASE  
IN THE SALARY OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

 
Offered by: Ways & Means Committee 

 
Pursuant to Judiciary Law 183-a and Chapter 567 of the 2010 Laws of New York  

 
 WHEREAS, Section 183-a of the Judiciary Law states that a district attorney is to have 
the same salary as a county judge serving in the same county, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 221-d of the Judiciary Law is the state statute establishing the 
annual salary of a county judge, and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 567 of the 2010 Laws of New York, the State 
Legislature created a Special Commission on Judicial Compensation to make 
recommendations as to appropriate and fair salaries for the judges of this state, and  
 
 WHEREAS, based upon the Commission’s recommendations the twelve-month salary 
paid a county judge in Allegany County is to be increased to $185,200 for the period April 1, 
2017, through March 31, 2018, and 
 
 WHEREAS, as the salary of an Allegany County Judge will be raised to $185,200 on 
April 1, 2017, the salary of the Allegany County District Attorney must also increase to 
$185,200 as of that date, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Board needs to amend its salary plan governing the District Attorney 
to reflect the new salary as of April 1, 2017, now, therefore, be it 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 1. That paragraph “7.” of Resolution No. 265-16 is amended to indicate that for a 
twelve month-period, commencing April 1, 2017, and ending March 31, 2018, the base salary 
of the Allegany County District Attorney shall be $185,200. 
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  2. This resolution shall take effect retroactive to April 1, 2017. 
 
 Moved by:  Mr. Jessup Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Curran 14 Ayes, 0 Noes, 1 Absent 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 109-17 
 

URGING PASSAGE OF SENATE BILL S.519 AND ASSEMBLY BILL A.751 THAT WOULD 
FULLY REIMBURSE COUNTIES FOR DISTRICT ATTORNEY SALARY INCREASES SET 

BY THE STATE 
 

Offered by: Ways & Means Committee 
  
 WHEREAS, on December 24, 2015, New York State Commission on Legislative, 
Judicial, and Executive Compensation voted to recommend increasing all state judge salaries 
in 2016 and 2018, and  
 
 WHEREAS, this salary increase recommendation occurred well after all counties set 
their 2016 budgets in law, and   
 
 WHEREAS, the recommended increase placed Supreme Court Judges’ salaries at 
$193,000 in 2016 and $203,000 in 2018 and placed County Court Judges at 95 percent of a 
Supreme Court Justice’s salary, and  
 
 WHEREAS, on April 1, 2016, the State approved the Commission’s recommendation, 
and  
  
 WHEREAS, State Judicial Law 183-a links judicial salaries with County District 
Attorneys’ salaries to be equal or higher than either the County Court Judge or Supreme 
Court Judge in a county, depending on full time or part-time status, and  
 
 WHEREAS, for over 50 years, the State has funded all salary increases that they 
imposed on the counties, and  
 
 WHEREAS, District Attorneys are entitled to the compensation they are owed 
pursuant to state law for fulfilling the state constitutional and statutory duties related to the 
enforcement of the state penal law, and  
 
 WHEREAS, for many counties this salary increase represents approximately one-third 
of their total allowable property tax growth for all government operations in 2017, now, 
therefore, be it 

 
 RESOLVED: 
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 1.  That the Allegany County Board of Legislators hereby calls on the State 
lawmakers to keep their promise, by enacting Senate Bill S.519 and Assembly Bill A.751 into 
law to provide State Aid to pay for the mandated increases to the District Attorney’s salary. 
 
 2. That the Clerk of this Board is hereby directed to send certified copies of the 
motion to Governor Andrew Cuomo, Senate Leader John J. Flanagan, Assembly Speaker 
Carl Heastie, Senator Catharine M. Young, Assemblyman Joseph M. Giglio, all New York 
State Counties, the New York State Association of Counties, and InterCounty Association of 
Western New York.      
    
 Moved by:  Mr. Jessup Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Healy 14 Ayes, 0 Noes, 1 Absent 
 
 Comments made regarding Resolution No. 109-17 included: Legislator Burt stated the 
first resolution was tough for some of them to vote yes on; however, they did so because of 
this resolution, and the following that urges mandated salaries they can’t do anything about to 
be reimbursed by the state.  
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 110 -17 
 

URGING PASSAGE OF SENATE BILL S.2323 AND ASSEMBLY BILL A.2922 PROVIDING 
FOR THE STATE TO FULLY FUND ANY MANDATED PROGRAM WHICH CREATES AN 
INCREASED ANNUAL NET ADDITIONAL COST TO MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS AND 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
 

    Offered by:  Ways & Means Committee 
 
 WHEREAS, state mandated programs place local taxpayers and local officials in the 
position of paying for services that they do not control; and 
 
 WHEREAS, state mandated programs allow the state, rather than local officials, to set 
priorities for the locality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, state mandated programs force municipalities and school districts to levy 
more taxes on their residents in order to pay for these state mandated programs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, municipalities and school districts already face severe financial pressure 
due to the requirements of the state imposed tax cap and existing state and federal 
mandated programs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Senate Bill S.2323 and Assembly Bill A.2922 requires that programs that 
originate from the state be paid for by the state in order that the financial burden of such 
programs not fall upon local municipalities and schools districts; now therefore, be it 
 
 RESOLVED:  
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1. That the Allegany County Board of Legislators hereby calls on the State 

lawmakers and the Governor to pass Senate Bill S.2323, Assembly Bill A.2922, requiring 
that all new programs impacting municipalities and school districts originating from the state 
shall be fully funded by the state.  

 
2. That the Clerk of this Board is hereby directed to send certified copies of the 

motion to Governor Andrew Cuomo, Senate Leader John J. Flanagan, Assembly Speaker 
Carl Heastie, Senator Catharine M. Young, Assemblyman Joseph M. Giglio, all New York 
State Counties, the New York State Association of Counties, and InterCounty Association of 
Western New York.       

 
Comments made regarding Resolution No. 110-17 included: Legislator Healy stated 

he believes he speaks for everyone in saying that any mandated program should be fully 
funded by the state, and anything other than that is an unfair burden on local and county 
governments. 

  
 Moved by:  Mr. Jessup Adopted:  Voice Vote 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Fanton 14 Ayes, 0 Noes, 1 Absent 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 111-17 
 

CREATION OF ONE FULL-TIME POSITION OF EXECUTIVE SECRETARY,  
WORKERS COMPENSATION 

 
Offered by: Personnel Committee 

 
RESOLVED:  

 
1. That one full-time position of Executive Secretary, Workers Compensation 

(Section IV Salary Plan) is created.  
 

 2. This resolution shall take effect June 13, 2017. 
 

 Moved by:  Mr. O’Grady Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Decker 13 Ayes, 1 Noes, 1 Absent 

         Voting No: N. Ungermann 
 

Comments made regarding Resolution No. 110-17 included: Legislator Burt asked the 
County Administrator to confirm that this is a local law that we have, the position has been 
vacant, and we have to fill it due to the requirement of the local law. County Administrator 
Timothy Boyde confirmed it has been designated by local law. Legislator Ungermann stated 
about five years ago the Town of Birdsall withdrew from the County Workmen’s 
Compensation program because the premiums were going up five to fifteen percent per 
year. They entered a safety group with Comp Alliance, and the past four years their 
premiums have stayed the same, and in 2017 they went down. Legislator Ungermann 
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continued that since he began as a Legislator, he has felt we shouldn’t be self-insured; we 
should be in a safety group of some sort. Legislator Ungermann went on to say that he is in 
a safety group with the Contractors Association through the state insurance company, and 
they have a record good enough with their members that they receive a 25 percent discount 
on the front end when paying their premium. Legislator Ungermann stated this year they 
voted and received a 30 percent dividend at the end of the year, so he will be getting half of 
his premium back because of a safety group, and he sees no reason why the County can’t 
enter into a safety group. We may still need a Safety Compliance Officer, but it will be a 
significant savings. Currently we are spending a lot of money, and nobody is chasing these 
claims and trying to settle them; they just continuously go on. Legislator Fanton stated the 
County’s self-insurance covers more than just County and Town employees. It also covers 
firemen, ambulance companies, and a variety of different things, and those would be difficult 
to get in the private industry. Legislator Ungermann responded that the Town of Birdsall 
covers all of those things just as the County does. Legislator Burt stated when he first read 
this resolution he made an incorrect interpretation because in his mind he was picturing an 
executive secretary at a desk pushing paper, but after listening to some explanation, he 
realized this is actually someone who will be out in the field at job sites making safety 
recommendations. Mr. Boyde stated there are safety components being imbedded into this 
position, and it is not just executive secretarial work. Personnel Officer Harold Budinger 
stated this will not be someone who just sits in an office; there will be some field work as 
well.  

  
  

RESOLUTION NO. 112-17 
 

APPROVAL OF APPORTIONMENT OF MORTGAGE TAX TO TAX DISTRICTS  
AND AUTHORIZING WARRANT THEREFOR 

 
Offered by:  Ways & Means Committee 

 
Pursuant to Tax Law § 261 (3) 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 1. That the Semi-Annual Report for the period October 1, 2016, through March 31, 
2017, relating to Mortgage Tax Receipts and Disbursements, and the proposed distribution of 
such mortgage tax receipts therein, is approved. 
 
 2. That the Clerk of this Board is authorized and directed to execute a warrant of 
this Board to the County Treasurer directing her to distribute to the several tax districts in the 
County their respective share of such mortgage tax. 

 
 Moved by:  Mr. Jessup Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Graves 14 Ayes, 0 Noes, 1 Absent 
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RESOLUTION NO. 113-17 
 
AUTHORIZING PAYMENT TO TOWNS AND VILLAGES FROM ADDITIONAL MORTGAGE 

TAX FEE RETAINAGE BY COUNTY CLERK;  
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR 

 
Offered by:  Ways & Means Committee 

 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 214-2004 the County Clerk was authorized pursuant to 
Section 262 of the Tax Law to request and receive reimbursement from the State of New 
York for all of his necessary expenses incurred in the administration of the Mortgage Tax 
Program on behalf of the State of New York, and 
 
 WHEREAS, it was the intent of this Board in adopting such resolution that the Towns 
and Villages of the County would not suffer any adverse financial consequences as a result 
of any increased retained expense reimbursement to the County Clerk, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County Clerk has received reimbursement of his necessary expenses 
incurred in the administration of the Mortgage Tax Program, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Board wishes to appropriate part of such reimbursement of necessary 
expenses received by the County Clerk for the administration of the Mortgage Tax Program 
to the Towns and Villages of the County, now, therefore, be it 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 1. The amount of $25,478.81 is appropriated from Account No.  A1410.432 
(County Clerk – Contractual) and shall be distributed to the Towns and Villages of the County 
as follows: 
 

  

AMOUNT 
RETAINED BY 
COUNTY 
CLERK’S 
OFFICE     

TOWNS 

FOR 
MORTGAGE 
TAX FEE 

REBATE AMT 
TO TOWN 

REBATE AMT TO 
VILLAGE 

VILLAGES 
 

  Alfred 1,429.22 1,148.55 280.67 
 
Alfred 

  Allen 315.41 315.41   
  Alma 331.33 331.33   
  Almond 1,545.88 1,429.34 116.54 Almond 
  Amity 949.46 802.30 147.16 Belmont 
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  Andover 687.01 569.54 117.47 Andover 
  Angelica 164.24 136.79 27.45 Angelica 
  Belfast 914.80 914.80   
  Birdsall 50.00 50.00   
  Bolivar 891.62 711.38 167.39 Bolivar 
                  12.85 Richburg 
  Burns 704.89 622.53 82.36 Canaseraga 
  Caneadea 924.64 924.64   
  Centerville 369.58 369.58   
  Clarksville 285.61 285.61   
  Cuba 2,426.18 2,098.54 327.64 Cuba 
  Friendship 568.70 568.70   
  Genesee 1,300.79 1,300.79   
  Granger 104.60 104.60   
  Grove 810.92 810.92   
  Hume 656.84 656.84   
  Independence 875.18 875.18   
  New Hudson 396.59 396.59   
  Rushford 2,177.06 2,177.06   
  Scio 860.38 860.38   
  Ward 169.27 169.27   
  Wellsville 3,794.31 2,771.79 1,022.52 Wellsville 
  West Almond 854.07 854.07   
  Willing 387.69 387.69   
  Wirt 532.54 495.90 36.64 Richburg 
      
TOTALS 25,478.81 23,140.12 2,338.69  
  

3. The Chairman of this Board, Allegany County Clerk, and Allegany County 
Treasurer are authorized to execute any and all vouchers, warrants, and other necessary 
documents of every nature and kind in order to affect the purpose of this resolution. 

 
 Moved by:  Mr. Jessup Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Healy 14 Ayes, 0 Noes, 1 Absent 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 114-17 
 

BUDGET TRANSFER WITHIN COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR ACCOUNTS 

Offered by:  Ways & Means Committee 

 RESOLVED: 
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1. That the sum of $190 shall be transferred from Account No. A1011.407 (County 

Administrator – Office Supplies) to Account No. A1011.201 (County Administrator - 
Equipment) to replace an office chair. 

 
 Moved by:  Mr. Jessup Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Fanton 14 Ayes, 0 Noes, 1 Absent 
 
 
 Resolution Intro. No. 117-17, Resolution No. 115-17, (APPOINTMENT OF TIMOTHY 
T. BOYDE AS COUNTY AUDITOR; RATIFICATION OF ALL ACTS AS DE FACTO 
COUNTY AUDITOR) was not pre-filed and was considered from the floor on a motion made 
by Legislator Jessup, seconded by Legislator Root, and carried by an affirmative voice vote 
of the requisite two-thirds of the Board membership. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 115 -17 

 
APPOINTMENT OF TIMOTHY T. BOYDE AS COUNTY AUDITOR; RATIFICATION OF ALL 

ACTS AS DE FACTO COUNTY AUDITOR 
 

Offered by:  Ways & Means Committee 
 

Pursuant to County Law § 600 
 

 WHEREAS, it was recently discovered that, through unintentional oversight, this Board 
failed to appoint County Administrator Timothy T. Boyde as County Auditor at the same time 
he was appointed County Administrator; and 
 
 WHEREAS, despite such lack of formal appointment, Timothy T. Boyde has faithfully 
performed the duties of County Auditor since his appointment as County Administrator, now 
therefore, be it,  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 1. That Timothy T. Boyde is appointed County Auditor with term of office to 
commence June 12, 2017, and expire December 31, 2017. 
 
 2. That all acts taken by Timothy T. Boyde as de facto County Auditor are hereby 
ratified. 

 
 Moved by:  Mr. Jessup Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Curran 14 Ayes, 0 Noes, 1 Absent 
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 Resolution Intro. No. 118-17, Resolution No. 116-17, (REAPPOINTMENT OF REITA 
SOBECK-LYNCH AS DIRECTOR OF EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING) was not pre-filed 
and was considered from the floor on a motion made by Legislator Root, seconded by 
Legislator Decker, and carried by an affirmative voice vote of the requisite two-thirds of the 
Board membership. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 116-17 

 
 REAPPOINTMENT OF REITA SOBECK-LYNCH AS  

DIRECTOR OF EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING 
 

Offered by:  Planning and Economic Development Committee 
 

Pursuant to Local Law No. 4 of 1992 
 

 RESOLVED: 
 

 1. That Reita Sobeck-Lynch is reappointed Director of Employment and Training 
for a term of three years commencing March 1, 2017, and expiring February 28, 2020. 

 
 Moved by:  Ms. Root Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Graves 14 Ayes, 0 Noes, 1 Absent 
 
 Comments made regarding Resolution No. 116-17 included: Legislator Burt stated he 
knows Mrs. Lynch personally as well as many people who have worked for her, and everyone 
says she is an excellent person to work for or with, and he supports her re-appointment 100 
percent.  
 
 
 Resolution Intro. No. 119-17, Resolution No. 117-17, (APPROVAL OF A TWENTY-
YEAR LEASE FOR LAND IN THE TOWN OF INDEPENDENCE ON WHICH AN E-911 
RADIO TOWER WILL BE CONSTRUCTED) was not pre-filed and was considered from the 
floor on a motion made by Legislator Jessup, seconded by Legislator Curran, and carried by 
an affirmative voice vote of the requisite two-thirds of the Board membership. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 117-17 
 

APPROVAL OF A TWENTY-YEAR LEASE FOR LAND IN THE TOWN OF 
INDEPENDENCE ON WHICH AN E-911 RADIO TOWER WILL BE CONSTRUCTED 

 
Offered by:  Facilities & Communications and Ways & Means Committees  

 
 WHEREAS, the Sheriff’s Office is in the process of upgrading its E-911 system as part 
of a major grant received for such purpose, and 
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 WHEREAS, in order to assure proper radio coverage throughout the County, a 
number of new radio towers will need to be constructed, and 
 
 WHEREAS, a site in the Town of Independence has been located which is suitable for 
the construction of one of these radio towers, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the landowners have agreed to lease the property to the County, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the County intends to lease this property for an initial period of twenty 
years with the right to renew for an additional twenty years, now therefore, be it  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 

1. A lease of land between Armstrong Telephone Company f/k/a Addison Home 
Telephone Company and the County of Allegany for a 2.80 acre +/- parcel in the Town of 
Independence located at Saunders Road, Independence, Allegany County, New York 14897 
and shown on the tax map as Tax Parcel No: 295.-1-22.2 for the sum of One Dollar ($1.00) is 
hereby approved. 

 
2. The Chairman of this Board is authorized to sign the lease agreement and any 

other documents necessary for recording the lease agreement in the County Clerk’s Office. 
 

 Moved by:  Ms. Jessup Adopted: Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Fanton 13 Ayes, 1 Noes, 1 Absent 
  Voting No: N. Ungermann 
 
 Comments made regarding Resolution No. 117-17 included: Legislator Ungermann 
stated he previously asked the Sheriff if they have come up with what it will cost to maintain 
these towers, and if that number has been reached yet. Lieutenant Shawn Grusendorf stated 
the existing grants allow for maintenance costs to be included. Legislator Burt stated being a 
representative of District III, this will help the Town of Independence greatly, and he supports 
it. 
 
 
 Resolution Intro. No. 120-17, Resolution No. 118-17, (APPROVAL OF A FIVE-YEAR 
LEASE FOR LAND IN THE TOWN OF ALFRED ON WHICH AN E-911 RADIO TOWER 
WILL BE CONSTRUCTED) was not pre-filed and was considered from the floor on a motion 
made by Legislator Jessup, seconded by Legislator Curran, and carried by an affirmative 
voice vote of the requisite two-thirds of the Board membership. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 118-17 

 
APPROVAL OF A FIVE-YEAR LEASE FOR LAND IN THE TOWN OF ALFRED ON WHICH 

AN E-911 RADIO TOWER WILL BE CONSTRUCTED 
 

Offered by:  Facilities & Communications and Ways & Means Committees  
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 WHEREAS, the Sheriff’s Office is in the process of upgrading its E-911 system as part 
of a major grant received for such purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, in order to assure proper radio coverage throughout the County, a 
number of new radio towers will need to be constructed, and 
 
 WHEREAS, a site in the Town of Alfred has been located which is suitable for the 
construction of one of these radio towers, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the landowners have agreed to lease the property to the County, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the County intends to lease this property for an initial period of five years 
with the right to renew for an additional fifteen years, now therefore, be it  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 1. A lease of land between The State University of New York College of 
Technology at Alfred and the County of Allegany for a 1.0 acre +/- parcel in the Town of 
Alfred located at the Alfred State College Farm Complex at 1260 State Route 244, Alfred, 
New York 14802 for the sum of One Dollar ($1.00) is hereby approved. 

 
2. The Chairman of this Board is authorized to sign the lease agreement and any 

other documents necessary for recording the lease agreement in the County Clerk’s Office. 
  
 Moved by:  Ms. Jessup Adopted: Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Curran 13 Ayes, 1 Noes, 1 Absent 
  Voting No: N. Ungermann 
 
 Comments made regarding Resolution No. 118-17 included: Legislator Fanton stated 
because of the negligible reception in these areas, the towers are needed, and are being 
placed in these sites to help our emergency responders who, for along a time, haven’t had 
the reception they need. Legislator Fanton continued that the Independence tower is in 
conjunction with Steuben County who will pick up some of the cost to put up the tower as well 
as tie us in with them for communication. Legislator O’Grady stated it’s a shame that we have 
to build this tower in the Town of Alfred, being that it is 8 miles from a tower that we just 
constructed, and feels better placement of the first tower should have been in order. 
Legislator Decker asked if these two towers tie into broadband. Lt. Grusendorf stated it is not 
broadband, and will not be able to come off those towers in those jurisdictions; however, the 
microwave shot is a shared cost through broadband and the 911 projects. Legislator Healy 
stated the tower Mr. O’Grady is referring to was constructed about seven years ago, and the 
propagation study done at that time indicated that tower would cover Alfred.  Unfortunately, 
even propagation studies can be wrong at times, but we are moving forward. Legislator Healy 
commended Public Safety Committee Chairman Phil Curran, the Sheriff’s Office, and 
Lieutenant Shawn Grusendorf for all of their work on these endeavors to better serve our 
volunteers, firemen, rescue squad workers, as well as our paid first responders in law 
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enforcement. Legislator Decker asked what the plan is if these towers go up and don’t cover 
what is expected. Lt. Grusendorf stated based off of the tower studies, there is 95 percent 
portable coverage and 98 percent global cover; therefore, he doesn’t anticipate that being an 
issue. Lt. Grusendorf continued that there are always going to be some areas where you just 
can’t get the coverage you expect, but currently we know where some of those areas are 
which is why we are constructing these towers in these spots.  
 
 
AUDITS: 
 
 A motion was made by Legislator Jessup, seconded by Legislator Root, and carried, 
that the audits be acted upon collectively and by totals. 
   

A motion was made by Legislator Jessup, seconded by Legislator Fanton, and 
adopted on a roll call vote of Ayes, Noes, Absent, that the audit of claims, totaling 
$3,653,242.64 including prepaid expenses, be approved for payment as recommended by 
the County Administrator. (Allegany County’s Local Dollar Share of the NYS Medicaid 
Program paid year-to-date is $4,443,278.)  

 
Legislator Hopkins stated there was discussion about the audit process at their recent 

Committee of the Whole meeting, and it does seem to be a very fast process when it gets to 
the point of the Board approving expenses in a matter of minutes, but it needs to be pointed 
out that all of these expenses have been through multiple steps to get to this point, and are 
subject to auditing by various members of staff including the County Administrator. Legislator 
Graves stated he appreciates the process we go through, and he appreciates what our 
department heads, the County Administrator, and the Treasurer’s Office go through. They are 
competent, trust-worthy people, and we do depend on them to make the right decisions and 
to handle the taxpayer’s money wisely. Legislator Graves continued that he was the chief 
complainant with the process that is followed, adding it took them thirty seconds in committee 
to approve $3 million worth of expenditures, and it just took them a minute and a half to 
approve spending that kind of money. In his gut and soul, along with 40 year’s of experience 
on village and town boards, the correct thing to do is to have more involvement by this body 
in that process, and suggested an informal audit committee that meets with the County 
Treasurer and goes through the bills. Legislator Graves went on to say that there is 
information in the audits that is important, and the taxpayers count on them to know those 
kinds of things to protect them from any possible mistakes. Legislator Graves is not accusing 
anyone of any wrong doing, but stated they owe it to the taxpayers of this County to be a little 
more involved with how their money is being spent. Legislator Stockin stated in all of his 
years on the town board, they had the same process where someone on the board looked at 
the bills on a rotating basis and he understands that process, but in his short time as 
legislator, he has a hard time seeing how that process will work here, adding he agrees with 
Legislator Graves in theory, but has a difficult time seeing a practical approach. Legislator 
Graves remarked that he shares the same frustration as Legislator Stockin, and he has no 
recommendation on what procedure to follow; however, in his soul, what we are currently 
doing is an injustice to the taxpayers of this County. Legislator Fanton stated they receive the 
audit in their emails and have the privilege of reviewing it before the meetings, so anyone 
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who has a question on a certain line item has the ability to go to the department head and 
ask about it before it gets to the point of approval. Legislator Graves noted he respects 
Legislator Fanton’s comment as well. Vice-Chairman Kevin LaForge stated it’s a fine line 
whether they micromanage or are just a policy setting body, adding they have department 
heads that they pay to do the job, and there are enough checks and balances in the system 
that if it gets out of control they’ll know it fairly quickly. Vice-Chairman LaForge continued that 
the “Big 5” come to the Budget Committee four times a year, and while he’s not saying there 
is anything wrong with scrutiny, they also need to have faith in our employees.  
 
COMMENTS:  
 
 Elections Commissioner Rick Hollis announced a tour of the storage facility of voting 
machines following the Board meeting. Legislator Hopkins stated she passed out magnets 
listing all of the permanent locations for Pill Drops, adding it’s very important for people to get 
the word out, and asked that these magnets get distributed throughout the County. Legislator 
Fanton commended Elections Commissioner Rick Hollis and his staff for the job they do in a 
building that isn’t ideal for their work, adding that they make the best of it given the situation 
they are in. Legislator Ungermann stated Cuba Dairy Days will be on June 16 and 17. They 
are no longer having a carnival, but there will be quite a bit of entertainment downtown and 
welcomed everyone to attend. Legislator Decker commented that the parade begins at 3:00 
p.m. on Saturday. Legislator Burt stated that Vice-Chairman Kevin LaForge did a good job 
running the meeting, and being a bit of a historian, it’s worthy noting that this is probably one 
of the few times a non-republican has chaired the regular Board, and the only time a 
conservative has, adding it’s a moment in history. Vice-Chairman Kevin LaForge thanked 
Legislator Burt for his remarks. Lieutenant Shawn Grusendorf announced that Saturday, June 
17 will be Law Enforcement Appreciation Day at the Nitros game. The game starts at 4:00 
p.m., and any law enforcement and their family can attend free of charge. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:   
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 2:55 p.m. on a motion made by Legislator Graves, 
seconded by Legislator Decker, and carried. 
 
 
 


