
HUMAN SERVICES  
February 2, 2017 
NOT APPROVED 

 
Members Present:  K. LaForge, D. Pullen, S. Burt, D. Decker, J. Hopkins, C. Jessup, D. Root, 
T. O’Grady, C. Crandall  
 
Others Present:  B. Budinger, J. Budinger, L. Ballengee, T. Boyde, P. Curran, D. Fanton, M. 
Gasdik, K. Graves, V. Grant, M. Healy, K. Hollis, R. Hollis, T. Miner, T. Moore, B. Riehle, T. 
Ross, T. Shaw, M. Thornton, M. Washer 
 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Human Services Committee Chairman 
Kevin LaForge at 3:12 p.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Legislator Decker, seconded by Legislator O’Grady, and carried 
to approve the Human Services Committee minutes of January 4, 2017, with the following 
amendments: 

 
Replace: 
“Century Link out of Texas will charge $21 per person and will perform a sex offender 

search as well as look for criminal backgrounds.” 
 
With: 
“Sentry Link out of Texas will charge $20 per person and will perform a National Criminal 

and Sex Offender check.” 
 

 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
 
Cost of Living Adjustment Funds 
 
 Public Health Director Lori Ballengee requested a resolution to accept and appropriate 
Cost of Living Adjustment funds from NYSDOH for the WIC Program for the 2017 budget year, 
and 2016 – 2017 grant year (October 1, 2016, through September 30, 2017). The funds should 
be appropriated as follows: 
 
Appropriations:         Amount: 
A4010.101  County Health Department - Regular Pay   $   9,000 
A4190.412   WIC – Contractual Expenses - Repairs: Real Property $   2,500 
A4190.424  WIC – Contractual Expenses -Advertising   $   7,950 
A4190.427  WIC – Contractual Expenses -Electricity   $   1,150 
A4190.428  WIC – Contractual Expenses -Natural Gas   $   2,037 
A4190.802  WIC – Employee Benefits - Retirement   $   1,483 
A4190.803  WIC – Employee Benefits - FICA    $      689 
A4190.804  WIC – Employee Benefits - Workers’ Comp   $      131 
A4190.805  WIC – Employee Benefits - Disability    $        21 
A4190.806  WIC – Employee Benefits - Hosp/Med   $   1,913 
          Total: $ 26,874 
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Revenues:          Amount: 
A4190.4452.00  Federal Aid – WIC 4482     $ 26,874 
 
 This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Decker, seconded by 
Legislator Hopkins, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
 
Community Outreach Specialist Position 
 
 Public Health Director Lori Ballengee requested approval to change the Cancer Services 
Program of Allegany and Cattaraugus Counties (CSPACC) Community Outreach Specialist 
position from part-time (28 hours) to full-time (35 hours). The Cancer Services Program of 
Allegany and Cattaraugus counties is in need of additional outreach, recruitment, and marketing 
hours to increase the number of uninsured and under-insured people screened by Allegany and 
Cattaraugus counties and need for additional hours due to distance traveled to cover all of 
Allegany and Cattaraugus counties. The annual cost of this position is $27,152 with benefits 
estimated at $12,783 and is 100 percent funded by the State through the CSPACC grant. 
Legislator Decker questioned this position going to full-time stating when the office was moved 
to Cuba, a goal was to eliminate the travel, and now we are requesting the position be full-time 
because there is a need for an extra day for traveling. Ms. Ballengee stated she doesn’t believe 
they were doing the due diligence in Cattaraugus County that they should have been, so they 
are planning on spending more time at that location which is bumping up the amount of travel. 
This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Root, seconded by Legislator 
Decker, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
 
Kresge Foundation Emerging Public Health Leader’s Grant 
 
 Public Health Director Lori Ballengee is requesting a resolution to apply for a $125,000 
Kresge Foundation Emerging Public Health Leader’s grant to assist in the Residential Quality 
Program. This grant will provide training and educational assistance, laboratory testing, and 
technical expertise for the Environmental Health staff, through Lori Ballengee and Tyler Shaw 
completing leadership activities and program planning. This assistance will benefit County 
residents as water quality regulations are changing with increased emphasis on all water quality 
programs. This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Decker, seconded by 
Legislator Root, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means  
 
 Ms. Ballengee stated the flu is ramping up, and if you haven’t received your flu shot, they 
are still offering them in the Health Department.  
 
OFFICE FOR THE AGING 
 
 Office for the Aging Director Madeleine Gasdik attended the meeting and submitted her 
monthly report to the committee for review. Ms. Gasdik noted to the committee that in 2016 they 
processed over 1,500 HEAP (Home Energy Assistance Program) applications; they typically 
see 1,200. Ms. Gasdik reminded the committee of upcoming events. The senior forum and 
public hearing will be held on Thursday, April 13, 2017, at Genesee Valley Central School. The 
Allegany Senior Gala will be held Saturday, June 3, 2017, at Alfred State College, and the 
senior picnic will be held Wednesday, August 9, 2017.  
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Transfer of Funds 
 
 Office for the Aging Director Madeleine Gasdik requested a resolution to transfer the 
following funds within the EISEP (Expanded In-Home Services for the Elderly) budget. 
 
From:     To:      Amount: 
A6778.474 (Contractors)  A6778.210 (Equipment-Other)  $3,000 
 
 This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Jessup, seconded by 
Legislator Root, and carried. Prepare Resolution  
 
AIM Independent Living Center Contract 
 
 Office for the Aging Director Madeleine Gasdik is requesting permission to enter into 
contract with AIM Independent Living Center in Corning, New York, for consumer directed care 
for home care aides for the EISEP (Expanded In-Home Services for the Elderly) and III-E 
grants. AIM will act as fiscal intermediary, and ACOFA (Allegany County Office for the Aging) 
will pay AIM $15.33/hour for aid service. This income has been included in the 2017 Budget. 
Ms. Gasdik stated that AIM handled paying the aid and fringe benefits, and the client will be 
responsible for recruiting, interviewing, and training as well as the scheduling of their caretaker. 
Currently we pay $22 per hour for aids that we already have a hard time finding, and this 
contract will allow the client to hire a friend or relative, and we only have to pay $15.33 per hour. 
This saves us money and encourages the client to set up their own caregiver needs. Legislator 
Graves asked if this has been reviewed by the County Attorney. Ms. Gasdik stated yes, and the 
County Attorney approves of the contract. Committee Chairman LaForge asked who provides 
oversight. Ms. Gasdik stated the detriment is to the client themselves, but this contract will fill a 
need we are desperate for and cuts down our wait list. Committee Chairman LaForge then 
asked who provides oversight in the cases where the client can’t find a caretaker. Ms. Gasdik 
stated they will provide case management and make sure the client gets what they are in need 
of. Legislator Decker asked what our exposure is with this contract. Ms. Gasdik stated the Office 
for the Aging will help the client set up a care program with how many hours they are allowed 
based on their budget, but AIM accepts all of the liability. Committee Chairman LaForge asked 
how often these cases will be reviewed, and showed concern for situations where a relative is 
hired and being paid but not showing up to provide care to the  client. Ms. Gasdik stated they 
will still have Registered Nurse supervisory visits, and he or she will be able to tell if the client is 
not receiving care they are paying their relative or friend for. This request was approved on a 
motion made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator Root, and carried. Prepare 
Resolution  
 
Executive Session 
 
 A motion was made by Legislator Jessup, seconded by Legislator Decker, and carried to 
enter into executive session at 3:41 p.m. to discuss the employment history of a particular 
person. Immediately following discussion at 4:08 p.m., a motion was made by Legislator Root, 
seconded by Legislator Burt, and carried to end the executive session and return to the regular 
meeting. 
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Account Clerk Typist Position  
 
 Office for the Aging Director Madeleine Gasdik is requesting permission to create a new 
position of full-time Account Clerk Typist (AFSCME Grade 7, Step: 4) effective March 1, 2017. 
With the increased workload in the Accounting and Home Delivered Meals departments, the 
Office for the Aging needs to re-align the responsibilities of the Senior Account Clerk Typist. The 
Senior Account Clerk Typist will begin to assist with accounting duties, allowing the new position 
of Account Clerk Typist to assume duties and responsibilities of the Office Manager position that 
is currently filled by the Senior Account Clerk Typist. The annual cost of this position is $30,573 
with benefits estimated at $7,870. This position is funded 43 percent County, 33 percent State, 
22 percent Federal, and 2 percent Other. No action was taken by the committee at this time.  
 
Part-Time Typist Positions 
 
 Office for the Aging Director Madeleine Gasdik is requesting permission to reduce one 
full-time Typist position to four part-time positions at 10 hours per week per position (non-union, 
Grade 4, Step: Base) effective March 1, 2017. With the increased workload in the Accounting 
and Home Delivered Meals departments, the Office for the Aging needs to re-align the duties 
and responsibilities of the Senior Account Clerk Typist. The Senior Account Clerk Typist will 
begin to assist with accounting duties such as payroll, accounts receivable, accounts payable, 
deposits, contributions, MLTC billing, and time studies. The new position of Account Clerk 
Typist will assume the duties and responsibilities of the Office Manager that is currently filled by 
the Senior Account Clerk Typist. Furthermore, the current full-time Typist position will be split 
into four part-time positions at 10 hours per shift totaling 40 hours per week. This will save the 
County money in fringe benefits, as well as allow the Office for the Aging to have a Typist sitting 
at the front desk from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The annual cost of these positions is $23,511 with 
benefits estimated at $4,620. These positions are funded 20 percent County, 57 percent State, 
10 percent Federal, and 13 percent Other. No action was taken by the committee at this time. 
 
SOCIAL SERVICES 
 
 Social Services Commissioner Vicki Grant attended the meeting and submitted her 
monthly report to the committee for review.  
 
Anticipated Social Welfare Examiner Position 
 
 Department of Social Services Commissioner Vicki Grant requested approval to fill an 
anticipated vacancy in a full-time Social Welfare Examiner position (AFSCME, Grade 11, Step: 
Base to Step 1). This position is responsible for specific duties that cannot be accomplished by 
another employee such as interviewing clients and determining eligibility for TANF and SNAP 
benefits. The annual cost of this position is $30,818.79 - $31,822.88 (prior to adjustment for 
new AFSCME contract), with benefits estimated at 48 percent. This position is funded 44.27 
percent County, 5.69 percent State, and 50.04 percent Federal. Legislator Fanton asked why 
the State is only paying 5.69 percent of this position. Ms. Grant stated the State pays 
depending on what the examiner does. This request was approved on a motion made by 
Legislator Root, seconded by Legislator O’Grady, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
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Heroin & Opioid Ad Hoc Committee Update 
 
 Heroin & Opioid Ad Hoc Committee Chairman Judith Hopkins updated the committee 
stating the next meeting will be held Thursday, February 9, 2017, at 1:00 p.m. Legislator 
Hopkins stated they are in the process of developing a mission and vision statement that will 
encompass different groups working in the area. Legislator Hopkins went on to say they are 
currently in possession of a 90-minute movie called “Hungry Heart” and it is about the treatment 
of a number of youth by a doctor in Vermont. Ms. Hopkins continued that the movie is very 
similar to Allegany County in occupations, incomes, as well as environment. They hope to have 
a public showing of the movie, and will plan an event in the northern and southern parts of the 
County in hopes of drawing a lot of people in to discuss the issues we are facing in our County.  
 
Resolution 13-2 
 
 Ms. Hopkins discussed with the committee a Resolution that was brought to the NYSAC 
Conference that deals with individuals that are incarcerated from heroin and opioid abuse. The 
Resolution is calling on the Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services, as well as the 
Governor of the State of New York to provide State funding to support the treatment of 
individuals with substance use disorders who are incarcerated in county jails, in order to help 
combat the heroin and opioid abuse epidemic and other addictions, save lives, and reduce the 
rate of recidivism. Legislator Decker stated more deaths related to drug abuse need to be done 
by a coroner. Legislator Hopkins added they have found it very difficult through the Health 
Department and Sheriff’s Office to get figures on the substance abuse death rate. Legislator 
Hopkins went on to say Erie County has coroners that are willing to immediately make the 
statement whether or not the death was substance abuse related. Legislator Burt asked if our 
Sheriff’s Office has Narcan pens. Legislator Hopkins stated she assumes they have been 
trained for the use of them, but does know it’s a law that all EMT’s are trained for the use of 
Narcan pens. Legislator Burt then stated if our Sheriff’s Office doesn’t have them, and we have 
a $45,000 grant to buy equipment, those would be a good item to buy. A motion was made by 
Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator Decker, and carried to move this Resolution forward 
as a matter of record. Prepare Resolution 
 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the committee the meeting was 
adjourned at 4:27 p.m. following a motion made by Legislator Decker, seconded by Legislator 
Burt, and carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Meghan Washer, Secretary to Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 
 
 


