
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
February 2, 2017 
NOT APPROVED 

 
Members present: D. Fanton, A. McGraw, P. Curran, D. Decker, K. Graves, J. Hopkins, C. 

Crandall 
 
Others Present: B. Budinger, S. Burt, D. Healy, K. Hollis, R. Hollis, G. James, C. Jessup, C. 

Knapp, T. Miner, T. Palmiter, B. Riehle, T. Ross, D. Root, D. Scholes, M. Washer 
 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Public Works Committee Chairman Dwight 
Fanton at 1:06 p.m.     
 
Media Present: B. Quinn, Wellsville Daily Reporter  
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
 A motion was made by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Curran, and carried to 
approve the minutes of January 4, 2017.  
 
HIGHWAY 
 
 Public Works Superintendent Guy James stated they did open up bids for their Lowboy 
Trailer, and apologized that they are not ready to make a recommendation today. A consensus 
within the department has not been made as to what bid to accept and award to, and he would 
prefer some more time to think it over. It’s not clear cut that the lowest bid is the right avenue to 
take. Legislator Graves asked if the three amounts are within budget. Mr. James stated the 
budget amount was $75,000, but there have been some other items they purchased that were 
under budget, so they will have the ability to cover an over run of a few thousand if needed. 
Legislator Decker asked if the Lowboy Trailer is made to order or if it’s sitting on the lot, adding 
they don’t want to get in an issue where timing becomes an issue. Mr. James stated timing was 
one of the main concerns, and the lowest bid stated 120-day delivery when they specified 60-
day delivery. Mr. James went on to say they are a standard item, although because we 
specified an open center deck, that in some manufacturer’s eyes, is not a standard item. The 
following three bids were received: 
 
 Bidder:       Bid Amount: 
 
 Vantage Equipment     $69,073 

Globe GTBN503-26-GG 
 
Five Start Equipment    $76,883 
Eager Beaver 50GSL-PT 
 
Tracey Road Equipment    $79,979 
Etnyre RTN55ETD3-PS 
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
 
Janitor Position 
 
 Public Works Superintendent Guy James is requesting permission to fill one full-time 
Janitor (AFSCME, Grade 9) position for 2nd shift due to an upcoming retirement and all 
subsequent open positions including from the outside. This position is responsible for the 
cleaning and minor maintenance of the Courthouse complex. The annual cost of this position is 
$31,275.06 with benefits estimated at $14,724.30. This position is funded 100 percent with 
County funds. Mr. James noted to the committee that Betty “Geanie” White is retiring. She has a 
done a good job, and they are very happy with her work, but he understands her desire to retire 
and is very happy for her and will miss her. Legislator Hopkins asked when her last day will be. 
Mr. James stated her last physical day will be Friday, February 17, 2017. Legislator Hopkins 
stated just the casual contact she has had with Ms. White, she knows her to be very efficient 
and pleasant. Legislator Graves stated she will be missed. Mr. James added they feel the same 
way, and it is nice to hear other people share the same thoughts. This request was approved on 
a motion made by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Decker, and carried. Refer to 
Ways and Means 
 
SOLID WASTE 
 
 Public Works Deputy Superintendent Dean Scholes stated they opened bidding for 
recyclables on January 30, 2017, and they have been reviewing the bids that have come in. 
Mr. Scholes stated Weitsman’s was the sole bidder for scrap metal, highway scrap, white 
goods, tin cans, and batteries, Mr. Scholes indicated that we are seeing an increase in 
revenue for batteries, but white goods, metal and tin remain unchanged. Mr. Scholes went on 
to say they currently pay $117 per ton for used tires, and the bid received from Geiter Done for 
will be $133.50 per ton. This will be a cost to the County as it is a fee not, revenue. Mr. James 
added that our current scale fee is $140 per ton for used tires that come in, so in the future, we 
may need to adjust that rate. Mr. Scholes discussed plastics with the committee stating the first 
part of this year they were hauling 5 to 6 tons of loose plastic to Buffalo, NY, averaging $45 per 
ton. Public Works staff then converted a baler at our Wellsville transfer facility, and now having 
baled plastics, they have doubled the price received. Trigon Plastics out of Newmanstown, PA, 
showed great interest in this system and submitted a bid to pay us a flat rate of $120.00 per 
ton for plastics to be picked up. Mr. Scholes recognized the staff for their hard work. Mr. 
Scholes recommended to the committee that we award the following bids for 2017 recyclables: 
 

- Ben Weitsman of Hornell, L.L.C., Hornell, NY (scrap metal, highway scrap metal, white 
goods, tin cans, batteries) 

- Trigon Plastics, Newmanstown, PA (baled plastics) 
- Allied Waste Services of North America, L.L.C., Buffalo, NY (loose paper) 
- WestRock CP, L.L.C., Norcross, GA (baled cardboard) 
- Recycall, Inc., Port Allegany, PA (loose clear and colored glass) 
- Geiter Done of WNY., Inc., Buffalo, NY (used tires) 
- St. Pauly Textile, Inc., Farmington, NY (used clothing) 

 
 Legislator Decker asked if Trigon Plastics specifically liked the fact that the plastics 
were baled. Mr. James stated while it’s a tribute to our staff, it’s also a tribute to our taxpayers 
who recycle because our recycled plastics are very clean which is desirable, adding there are 
not a lot of contaminates. Legislator Decker emphasized their appreciation to the consumers 
out there cleaning up the plastic before it’s brought in. Legislator Graves stated the taxpayers 
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can help themselves just by recycling. This request was approved on a motion was made by 
Legislator Decker, seconded by Legislator Graves, and carried.  
 
E-Waste Recyclables 
 
 Public Works Deputy Superintendent Dean Scholes stated a few years ago we were 
getting a rebate for all of the electronics we collected from our customers, and because places 
are having a hard time getting rid of certain pieces, they are starting to charge counties to 
accept those materials. At the end of December, Maven stated they can no longer accept 
these materials without charging us a fee. Mr. Scholes went on to say currently they have 7-12 
containers dedicated to electronics, and when they are full, they take them to the Cuba facility 
where they have 3 employees who spend two days a week handling the electronics. Mr. 
Scholes continued that they put this process out to bid, received two bids back, and in the end 
it’s going to cost the County money. Mr. Scholes discussed with the committee several options 
offered by both bidders, SunnKing and Maven, and recommended they award SunnKing who 
will hold an electronic collection day and charge us $.10 per pound of material collected. Mr. 
Scholes added this option also allows the County to still apply for the grant that that will cover 
up to 50 percent of the total cost, as well as allow them to have better control over what kind of 
electronics are being brought in and by whom. Legislator Graves asked how often they will 
need to hold a collection day. Mr. Scholes stated quarterly, or less as it will be a cost to the 
County, so they will want to make sure to have some control of how often a collection day is 
held. They hope to hold the first one before March 31, 2017. Mr. James stated this is 
something the public needs to be made aware of, and Mr. Scholes added they are aware it will 
be less convenient to the taxpayers, but it will benefit them in the long run. This request was 
approved on a motion made by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Decker, and 
carried.  
 
Easement Across County Land 
 
 County Attorney Thomas Miner addressed the committee regarding timbering to be 
done across County land behind Cuba Cheese. The committee originally authorized the 
easement with the condition that access is allowed for one year; however the timbering 
company would like the easement to be extended to March 2018. This request was approved 
on a motion made by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Decked, and carried. Prepare 
Resolution  
 
Records Management  
 
 Public Works Superintendent Guy James discussed with the committee the issue 
regarding drainage in the basement of the old Support Collection Unit. Mr. James stated his 
recommendation short-term is to get the files out of there and see what is going on, adding it is 
an old stone foundation building, and sometimes when you disturb things around the perimeter 
of an old stone foundation building, you create more influx of ground water coming in. 
Legislator Graves stated part of the issue was mold as well. Deputy Superintendent Dean 
Scholes stated he was recently down in the basement, and he personally did not see any 
mold. Legislator Graves added they used to store uniforms down there, and he doesn’t recall 
ever seeing mold either. Committee Chairman Dwight Fanton stated it has a concrete floor, 
and asked if there is any drainage system around that. Legislator Graves stated there is a 
sump pump so the water is getting pumped out.  
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Auction Surplus Items 
 
 Public Works Superintendent Guy James requested permission to put items deemed 
surplus out to auction. Mr. James stated they don’t have a date in mind or a list of items yet, 
but they would like to get things going on it. This request was approved on a motion made by 
Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Curran, and carried.  
 
Adjournment  
 
 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:44 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Decker, 
and carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Meghan Washer, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators  


