
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
January 4, 2017 
NOT APPROVED 

 

Committee Members Present: P. Curran, D. Healy, J. Hopkins, K. LaForge, A. McGraw, C. 
Crandall (Absent: S. Burt) 

Others Present: B. Budinger, D. Decker, L. Edwards, D. Fanton, K. Graves, G. Green, S. 
Grusendorf, K. Hollis, R.  Hollis, K. Hooker, C. Ivers, B. Kelley, J. Luckey, T. Miner, K. 
Monroe, B. Riehle, D. Root, T. Ross, K. Slep, R. Starks, R. Swarthout, M. Washer, R. 
Whitney 

Media Present: B. Quinn – Wellsville Daily Reporter  

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Public Safety Committee 
Chairman Phil Curran. 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Legislator LaForge, seconded by Legislator McGraw, and carried 
to approve the Public Safety Committee December 7, 2016, and December 27, 2016, minutes. 
  
PUBLIC DEFENDER 
  
 Public Defender Barbara Kelley attended the meeting and submitted her monthly report 
to the committee for review. Ms. Kelley stated that it has been recently announced that 
Governor Cuomo vetoed the legislation that would have the State take over funding for indigent 
defense, adding that the legislation itself was simplistic for a very complex situation, but they will 
continue to work on it.  
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND FIRE DIRECTOR 
 
 Emergency Management and Fire Director Jeff Luckey attended the meeting and 
submitted his monthly report to the committee for review. Mr. Luckey stated that current Deputy 
Coordinator Tom Slavin has decided to step down, and they are in the process of finding 
someone to replace him.  
 
Arson Plan 
 
 Emergency Management and Fire Director Jeff Luckey requested a resolution to 
approve the Allegany County Arson Plan. Legislator Decker asked if there were will be any 
equipment involved in this that they will need to procure. Mr. Luckey stated there is a budgetary 
line included, but there is nothing being done differently so they will be able to keep it within 
their budget. Legislator Healy asked if the total number of suspicious fires or fires considered to 
be arson have decreased since the 70’s. Mr. Luckey stated that the overall number of fires has 
decreased, which inevitably decreases the number of suspicious fires, adding they are getting 
called out about forty-five times per year. This request was approved on a motion was made by 
Legislator Healy, seconded by Legislator McGraw, and carried. Prepare Resolution  
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STOP- DWI 
 
 STOP-DWI Coordinator Linda Edwards attended the meeting and submitted her monthly 
report to the committee for review. Ms. Edwards stated they will be attending the Dan Barclay 
Showcase which will be held at Alfred University on January 13, 2017, and January 14, 2017. 
Ms. Edwards added that she has been asked by the NYS STOP-DWI Association to host a 
regional training in Allegany County, and they are looking to have 125-150 people attend and 
are hoping to hold it on July 11 or July 12 at Houghton College.  
 
STEPS in Safety Grant (Safety on Wheels) 
 
 STOP-DWI Coordinator Linda Edwards requested approval to accept the STEPS in 
Safety Grant (Safety on Wheels) received from the Governor’s Traffic Safety Program in the 
amount of $1,900 for grant year October 1, 2016 – September 30, 2017. The funds already 
appear in the 2017 Budget under account A3114.4. This request was approved on a motion 
made by Legislator McGraw, seconded by Legislator Hopkins, and carried. Prepare Resolution  

Crackdown Enforcement Grant 
 
 STOP-DWI Coordinator Linda Edwards requested approval to accept and appropriate a 
grant in the amount of $9,123.09 that has been awarded from the NYS STOP-DWI Foundation 
for Crackdown Enforcement. The federal fiscal year is October 1, 2016 – September 30, 2017.  
The funds should be appropriated as follows: 
 
Appropriations: 
A.3141.449     Public Safety Contracts (Crackdown Enforcement)    $9,123.09 
 
Revenues: 
A3141.1589.CE NYS STOP-DWI Crackdown Enforcement   $9,123.09 
 
 This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator Healy, seconded by 
Legislator Hopkins, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
  
 District Attorney Keith Slep attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to the 
committee for review. Mr. Slep stated he received a phone call from State Police that beginning 
March 1 the Office of Court Administration is requiring counsel to be present at arraignment, 
adding this is something that could have major impact and is something they need to stay on 
top of. Legislator Healy asked what they should do about it. Mr. Slep stated it’s just not a well 
thought out plan, adding you are going to find it really difficult to get counsel to come out at 3:00 
a.m. to be at an arraignment. Mr. Slep added the main points of the legislation is that counsel be 
present at arraignment, and the problem you’re going to run into is if you can’t get counsel to 
come out, it will affect the State Police because if they can’t get arraigned, they can’t take them 
anywhere and will need to hold them until arraigned. Public Defender Barb Kelley stated in an 
ideal world there should be a lawyer present when a defendant is getting arraigned, adding if 
they had centralized arraignments at the Jail, then her staff could absolutely be there every 
morning. Legislator Hopkins asked who is responsible for developing this plan. Ms. Kelley 
stated it would be a good idea to develop a group and have those affected help develop a plan. 
Legislator Healy asked if the County has any place set up now to do centralized arraignments. 
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Ms. Kelley stated the Jail is certified to do arraignments. Legislator Healy then asked how long 
that has been the case, and Ms. Kelley responded that they have been certified to do 
arraignments for a while. Sheriff Rick Whitney stated that if it gets to the point where they 
become a holding center and have arraignments in the mornings, they are going to need 
additional staff, possibly three to five more Correction Officers. Public Safety Committee 
Chairman Curran stated they will need to come up with a short list of people that will be 
beneficial in developing this plan and move forward from there. Refer to Public Safety 
Committee Chairman Phil Curran  
 
PROBATION DEPARTMENT 
 

Probation Director Robert Starks attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report 
to the committee for review. Mr. Starks stated their PINS (person in need of supervision) intake 
has dramatically increased the last month of 2016, and have since had a few more come in. 
Legislator Hopkins asked if there are any obvious causes. Mr. Starks stated it’s far enough into 
the school year that schools are starting to see a pattern develop with truancy or behavioral 
issues and have made referrals. Mr. Starks noted to the committee they recently had an audit 
on their Ignition Interlock Cases and should receive the results back early February or March. 
Legislator Decker asked what they are looking at during the audit. Mr. Starks stated they are 
looking to see if we are following the timeline we are required to adhere to, as well as, if 
someone is required to have an Interlock Ignition installed in their car, that they have had it 
installed. Legislator Decker then asked if the Courts set how long the Ignition Interlock is 
installed in a vehicle. Mr. Starks stated the law says a year for a misdemeanor conditional 
discharge, three years for a felony conditional discharge, and if they are on probation they ask 
the Court to keep that condition in place for the duration of their probation which could be two up 
to five years.  
 
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES DIRECTOR, GILBERT GREEN 
 
 Director Gilbert Green attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to the 
committee for review.  
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 
 Sheriff Rick Whitney attended the meeting and submitted his monthly reports to the 
committee for review. Sheriff Whitney stated the population has been down for a while; 
however, with the new administration in Washington, he expects the ICE (Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement) intake will increase a little.  
 
Corrections Officer Position 
 
 Sheriff Whitney requested approval to fill one full-time Corrections Officer (Council 82 
Local 3989). This position will replace a Corrections Officer who will be promoted to Deputy 
Sheriff, and is needed to fulfill the NYS Commission of Correction minimum staffing 
requirement. The estimated annual cost of this position is $40,619.49, with benefits estimated at 
$19,123.66, and is funded 100 percent by the County. This request was approved on a motion 
made by Legislator Hopkins, seconded by Legislator Healy, and carried. Refer to Ways and 
Means 
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Deputy Sheriff Position 
 
 Sheriff Whitney requested approval to fill one full-time Deputy Sheriff (Local 3989 
Council 82). This position is needed to replace a Deputy Sheriff who has retired. The estimated 
annual cost of this position is $41,661.57 with benefits estimated at $19,614.27, and is funded 
100 percent by the county. This request was approved on a motion made by Legislator 
McGraw, seconded by Legislator LaForge, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
 
 Sheriff Whitney noted to the committee that after reviewing the minutes from the 
December 27, 2016, Public Safety special meeting, they realized Sgt. Mahoney misspoke 
regarding the K9’s hourly training required for DCJS certification. Sheriff Whitney stated the dog 
will need eight hours of training a month, not four as previously stated. Sheriff Whitney added 
that anytime they use the dog such as training the dog at home, using the dog on weekends for 
visitation at the Jail, and searches at schools will qualify towards that eight hours of training and 
the certification is mainly to ensure that the dog is working and being utilized. Legislator Healy 
stated the State Police have to go through extensive training program for the officers and the 
dogs that is about six months long, and asked if we have to do anything of that nature for Sgt. 
Mahoney and the dog. Sheriff Whitney stated that initial training is part of the grant and will 
come out of that money. Legislator Healy went on to say he was a little unclear about some of 
the answers they received during the special Public Safety meeting so he sent an inquiry to 
Senator Young regarding the grant and asked if this will be an ongoing grant they will receive. 
Senator Young’s response was that this is just a one-time grant; there are no reoccurring grants 
or additional funds that our organization will receive towards this program. Legislator Healy went 
on to say that he understands they feel this is the most prudent way to utilize the funds, but the 
funds could have been used for a broad variety of equipment, and not just a K9.  
 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 12:07 p.m. following a motion by Legislator LaForge, seconded by Legislator 
McGraw, and carried.  

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Meghan Washer, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


